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For the latest 
information regarding dis¬ 
aster recovery efforts, visit 
the La. Conference web 
site at 


www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 

at (225} 346-5193 
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BATON ROUGE, LA JANUARY 9, 2009 

called for conference Feb. 28 


VOL. 10, NO. 1 

Special session 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson + resident 
Bishop of the Louisiana Conference, has 
called a special session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference for the purpose of con¬ 
sideration of a conference-wide property 
and liability insurance program. 

T]ie session is slated for Saturday Feb. 


2ft at Louisiana College in Pineville* La. 
Delegates will gather in the Guinn 
Auditorium, 1140 College Dr, from 10 
a.m.-12 noon. 

Those expected to attend the called ses¬ 
sion are clergy and lay delegates to the 
2009 session of the Louisiana Annual 


Conference slated for June 7-10 at the 
Ponchartrain Center in Kenner, La 

“A challenge that has been on our list of 
needs as a Conference is the issue of ade¬ 
quate property and liability insurance cov- 

See Called Session, page g 



Circle Up 


Circle Up. a faithhbased group sponsored through University United Methodist Church in Lake Charles, serves the 
needs of adults diagnosed with mental disabilities. The name of the group was selected because the ministry serves 
those men and women who are “circled out” of churches and society. Church member Mickey Shannon, director of 
the Calcasieu Parish Samaritan Counseling Service, organized the group and started dinners for the group each 
Tuesday night. Church members have stepped In to supply food supplies and meal preparation. 


Lake Charles church serves adults with special needs 


BY NO LA MAE ROSS 

“Go quickly into the streets and alleys 
of the city and invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame and the blind. ' T Luke 14: 21 
MLT 

As Bishop William W, Hutchison has 
said, "God did nor say. 'Open the church 
doors and let them come in\ Instead he 
said, 'Go out and bring them in/” 

A good example of "go out into the 
streets and bring them in’ 1 can be found at 
University United Methodist Church in 


Lake Charles, This mission was started 
two years ago when the director of the 
Calcasieu Parish Samaritan Counseling 
service, Mickey Shannon, got tired of see¬ 
ing so many depressed, lonely and anxiety 
-prone people who were not getting the 
help they needed, 

"Most of the ones I saw,” said Mickey 
"have been diagnosed with a mental dis¬ 
ability like bi-polar, depression, anxiety. 
Others just knew they had a mental prob¬ 
lem and that something was not quite right 
with their lives.” 


Circle Up, a faith-based group, grew 
out of the need presented by these people. 
Shannon chose the name because she 
observed most of these people were being 
"circled out” of churches and society - just 
generally ignored because no one was sure 
what to say or do for them. Mickey was 
more prone to see the need, because she, 
too, had gone through a grueling anxiety 
experience., caused by a work related 
experience in her life. And God seemed to 
be pushing her to do something for the 
See University UMC, page 6 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Time to Get With It 


It's always difficult to reach this time 
of the calendar year. At least that is true 
for me. The Christmas holidays have 
been completed and the joys for which I 
have waited and planned for months 
have been experienced and the decora¬ 
tions are being put away. It s not that 
there aren't lingering memories that are 
sustaining and satisfying, but the emo¬ 
tional and mental depression that accom¬ 
panies the thoughts of things past that 
will never be recovered again is also 
high. The writer of Ecclesiastes was 
right when the words were penned, “For 
everything there is a season, and a time 
for every matter under heaven/ 1 The 
time for the plans and experiences of 
Christmas 2008 has come and gone. 

That means that the days for “the 
work of Christmas” are now beginning. 
Howard Thurman wrote so profoundly of 
this in his now well-known poem, 'The 
Work of Christmas” I share it with you 
once again: 

"l-Vlteri the.song of the angels is 
stilled 

When the star in the sky is gone. 

When the Kings and Princes are 
home , 

When the shepherds are hack with 
their flocks* 

The work of Christmas begins. 

To find the lost r 
To heal the broken. 

To feed the hungry 
To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations. 

To bring peace among brothers and 
sisters. 

To make music in the heart. " 

So, now- it is time for us to get back to 
it! And we certainly have plenty of the 
work of Christmas to do: 

There are the District Audits that will 
determine how well we have done as a 
Conference in paying our apportionment? 
for 2Q08, which in turn will affect all we 
are able to do into the future. 

The Council on Finance and 
Administration will be gathering in a 24- 
hour retreat, January 23-24 to begin seri¬ 
ous discussion about Conference funding 
for the remainder of this quadrennium. 

The Cabinet will begin the appoint¬ 
ment-making work that will have major 
impact on the life of the church going 
forward. 

We will gather on February 28 in 
Pineville for a special Called Session of 
the Annual Conference to vote on a new 
conference-wide property and casualty 
insurance program, In preparation for 
that there will be District meetings to 
answer questions and share other perti¬ 


nent information. 

All newly elected 
Boards of the 
Annual Conference 
will meet February 
27-28 as well 
Plans for our reg¬ 
ular Annual 
Bishop William Conference session, 

W. Hutchinson to heid this 

in New Orleans, June 7-10, will begin to 
get major attention. 

The conference task forces to address 
the four focus areas of the United 
Methodist Church's w r ork for 2009-2012 
will be organized and put to work. 

Churches that have been blessed with 
funding for ministry from the 
Katrina 1 Rita Church Recovery monies 
will have to make plans for continuing 
their ministry without this aid after May 
31,2009. 

Clergy Spouses will gather in Retreat 
February 6-7 at the Wesley Center. All 
clergy under appointment will come 
together for Retreat and Continuing 
Education February 10-18. 

In addition, all the “regular 1 w r ork of 
Christmas will be fully undenvay - 
Disaster Recovery Ministries: Boards 
and Agencies performing their u r ork of 
leadership; national training for all newly 
elected leaders of the Conference: and 
finding the lost, healing the broken, feed¬ 
ing the hungry, releasing the prisoners, 
rebuilding the nations, and bringing 
peace among all brothers and sisters! 

Whew! And all of that is just in 
January and February! Jf that doesn't 
give you a sense of challenge, then noth¬ 
ing will. But in the midst of it all, we 
prayertblly will be making music in our 
own hearts and in the hearts of all those 
whom we touch as we serve and work in 
the name of Christ. 

Ifs been a great Christmas. And in 
many ways I am sorry it is now in the 
past. However, I also celebrate that ifs 
now time to get with it. And I even hear 
a little tune welling up in my mind's ear 
that is making my heart glad that God 
has called me, and ail of us, for just such 
a time and task as this. Welcome to 

2009! 

In Christ’s love. 


Bill Hutchinson 



Annual Conference recruiters discuss strategies 


BY VICKI BROWN 

Forty-four annual conference represen¬ 
tatives who work with young clergy candi¬ 
dates spent three days sharing what they 
have done that is successful — from candi¬ 
dacy summits to vocational mission trips. 

“There is no magic answer to the ques¬ 
tion of how to encourage and develop 
young clergy, but the annual conferences 
have so much influence over what hap|>ens 
in the life of young candidates. And they 
are tiying new things that work, so we 
wanted to offer a chance to share ideas, 
discuss potential roadblocks, and look at 
what resources might be shared,” said the 
Rev. Meg Lassiat director of Student 
Ministries, Vocation, and Enlistment for the 
General Board of I ligher Education and 
Ministry. 

During the Dec. 2-4 meeting organized 
by GB! IBM, the group heard from the Rev. 
Dr. Lovett 11. Weems Jr., executive director 
of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership 
at Wesley Theological Seminary, about 
gains shown in his 2008 Clergy Age 
Trends Report. For instance, the actual 
number of young elders increased from 
876 to 910 from 2006 to 2007 and the 
actual number of young deacons increased 
from 64 to 69 during the same time period. 
The consistent decline in under-35 clergy 
as a percentage of all clergy hit its low r 
|x>int in 2005. Weems said that figure has 
held relatively steady with slight increases 
in the last three years. In 2008, under-35 
clergy (deacons and elders) reached 5 per¬ 
cent of active cleigy for the first time this 
century. 

Recruiters talked about changes they 
have made, met with seminary admissions 
staff, and heard a presentation from a 
regional director of the Fund for 
Theological Education about calling con¬ 
gregations. 

The Rev. Carol Bruse, director of the 
Center for Clergy Excellence in the Texas 
Annual Conference, said one of the things 
annual conferences must do is teach local 
churches how to emphasize call. 

“Most of the future clergy of The 
United Methodist Church are sitting in the 


pews today. If we don't teach congrega¬ 
tions how to encourage them, we won’t 
have them/* she said. 

She said many changes made in Texas 
are included in the Best Practices docu¬ 
ments posted on GBIlEM’s Board of 
Ordained Ministries Community page at 
www.gbhem.org. One of the best, she said, 
is the college pastoral leadership intern¬ 
ships, in which two college students con¬ 
sidering ministry intern at a church that is 
supportive. “Almost 100 percent went from 
T don’t know/ to I'm going into min¬ 
istry,”' Bruse said. 

Group mentoring provides a self-moni¬ 
toring to the process, too, she added. “We 
had one mentor who got off track and the 
group kept going without him. Plus, they 
were willing to say the mentor was check¬ 
ing out, which is harder for a candidate 
working one-on-one to do/’ she said. 

The Rev. Malcolm Frazier, UM campus 
minister at Howard University and chair of 
the recruitment committee for the 
Baltimore-Washington Animal Conference, 
said the first change in his conference was 
adopting the mindset of cultivating a cul¬ 
ture of call. 

“We have a pre-ministry club for stu¬ 
dents who a re really discerning a call,” he 
said. He also leads vocational mission trips 
with a focus on vocational discernment. 
Those trips can be life-changing for college 
students, Frazier said. 

In addition, students regularly attend 
Student Forum, the annual Leadership 
development event for college students 
sponsored by GBIIEM. Frazier said regular 
district gatherings for youth are held and 
that young aduits from the conference 
attend EXPLORATION, a national event 
for young people considering ordained 
mini shy also sponsored by GBII EM. 

“I talf our students who went to 
EXPLORATION are in die candidacy 
process now/’ Frazier said. 

The Rev. Jack Terrell-W ilkes, coordina¬ 
tor of Recruitment and Nurture, Oklahoma 
Annual Conference, said the need for 
young people in ministry should be 

Sbb Recruiters, page e 
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2009 Scholarship Information 

& Other 


Important Stuff 


Set the students in 
your congregation 
on tlu- right path 
with a copy of 
College Bound. 
Here’s what 
they’ll get: 


\d\4 


NUT 


YuIihiIiIc informal Icm about 
choosing ti college 
A listing »r United Methodist- 
retain'd colleges & universities 
Information about Joans A I 

scholarships 

For more in form iilioii. call toll 
free 1 -81)0-672-1789 and order ^ 

item #0-938162-97-7^ J 
Price: SI.00 each, 

phis shipping and handling. 


a 

m 

seek 


vmir Km 

Retreat 

Rev. Eugene Hebert - Facilitator 


Wesley Center, Woodworth, Louisiana 

$80.00 Before Deadline 

# 1 February 27th - March 1st, 2009 
it 2 March 6th - March 8th, 2009 

Deadline for BOTH events: Noon, February 23, 2009 
REGISTER ONLINE AT: http://www.la-umc.org/youth/srhiretreat.php 


LA Annual Conference 
United Methodist Merit Scholarship 
Deadline - April 15th 

For APPLICATION or INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Rev. Don Ross 




6109 Highway 311, Houma, Louisiana 70360 
Email: rdan.ross@gmail.com 

Phone: 985-868-7787 
or download application from 
www.la-umc.org/youth/seholarship.php 




% 


Scholarship 
Allan Jerome Burry Scholarship 

February 1 


Brandenburg 
HANA 
Ethnic 
Gift of Hope 


March 1 
April 1 
May 1 
May 1 


Scholarships Available from The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

Application Deadlme Who may apply? 

an active, full member of The United Methodist Church (or at least three years and be nominated by their campus 
ministry unit or college chaplain, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. OR a member of a Central Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, have a B+ (3.5) cumulative academic average, document financial need 
Graduate program for students 35 years of age or older 

Hispanic, Asian, Native American or Pacific Islander students who are juniors or seniors in college OR graduate students 
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, Pacific Islander or Black undergraduate students 
For students at any accredited college who have shown leadership within the U M Church 
an active member of The UMC for at least three years, and currently a member of a UMC in the New Orleans District, 
Louisiana Conference or the Nashville District of the Tennessee Conference prior to applying, be recommended by 
their pastor, have B (3.0) average or above, able to demonstrate financial need, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. 
an active, full member of The UMC for at least one year prior to application,enrol led full lime in an accredited 
institution, working on an undergraduate degree, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. 
an active, full member of The UMC for at least one year prior to application , enrolled in an accredited institution 
working toward a degree, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. 

enrolled at a United Methodist college or university, have a B+ average, be an active, full member of The 
UMC for at least three years, be recognized as one whose academic and vocational contributions will help improve the 
quality of life for others 

If student does not qualify for any of the above scholarships, request a General Application. Criteria varies - from wills and annuities 
Web Site - http://www.umhef.org/receive.php 

For Additional Information, Write, Phone Or Email To: 

Write: General Board Of Higher Education And Ministry - Office Of Loans And Scholarships P.O. Box 340007, Nashville TN 37203-0007 

Web Site: http://www.umhef.org/receive.php 

Telephone: Loans and Scholarship Department 615/340-7344 Email: Scholarships - umscholar@gbhem.org Loans - umloans@gbhem.org 


Helen & Allen Brown Scholarship 

May 1 

Ernest I. & Eurice Miller Bass Scholarship 

May 15 

The Priscilla R. Morton Scholarship 

May 15 

The Edith M. Allen Scholarship 

May 15 


General 


May 15 




A 


£ 
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^Horo/d & Patricio Babin Scfto/ars/r/j^ 

■ Deadline: March 31st ■ 

For Information or application contact: 

St Francisville United Methodist Church 
Attention: Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 2908 
St Francisville, LA 70775 
Phone: 225-635*3763 
Email: stfrumc@bellsouth.net 


L ; 


recipient of the scholarship wili be notified by June 30th 


t -I 


National United Methodist Youth Scholarships 

J . For Entering Freshmen - Ethnic Students 

1 ^ 1 — The Richard S. Smith Scholarship - June 1st 
|L and 

The David W. Self Scholarship - June 1st 
Download Application at: 

http: //w w w.gbod. o rg/y ou n gp eople/ grants/grants. ht m 
OR Contact: 

The Division on Ministries with Young People 
P.O. Box 340003 Nashville, TN 37203-0003 

(877) 279-6087 extension 7079 


For Financial Aid & Admissions Information 
From One Of Louisiana's United Methodist 
Related Institutions 
Contact; 


Centenary College 

Office Of Admissions 
29! 1 Centenary Boulevard 
Shreveport La 71104 
(318) 869-5131 
(800) 234-4448 

Web: www.c 0 ntenary. 0 du 

h-MaiI: admi&si onsigicenten aiy,edu 


Dillard University 

financial Aid Office 
2601 Gent illy Blvd 
New Orleans, LA 70122 
(504) 816-4677 
(800) 216-8094 

Web: www.Dillard.Ed u 

b- Mail: mreed@ di I lard _edu 


% 


United Methodist Communications offers 
undergraduate &. post graduate scholarships & fellowships 
for those interested, in Lhe area of Religions Journalism 
The Stoody-West Fellowship 


2008 Scholarship 

You can also find 



Handbook of U M-Related Schools, 
Colleges, Universities & Theological 

Schools 


The Handbook is a 300 page book providing fwo pages of infor¬ 
mation about each of United Methodism's 123 institutions, a chart 
indicating major areas of study, information about United 
Methodist loan and scholarship programs, and information about 
how to select a college. 

Ask to borrow your pastor's or District Superintendent's copy 
or order your own copy (Hem # X740534) from: 

Cokesbury 800-672-1789 www.cokesbury.com 


United Methodist Websites 

www.La-UMC.org - Louisiana Annual Conference Official Web Address 
www.gbhem.org/bcf/default.asp - The Black College Fund 
www.UMC.org - Official Website of The United Methodist Church. 
www.gbod.org/youngpeople/ - Help in finding youth ministry resources or unde 
www.gbhem.org - The United Methodist General Board of Higher Education am 
www.ileadyouth.com - Helping youth become fully-devoted disciples of Jesus I 
www.Cokesbury.com • Cokesbury is the retail division of The United Methodist 
Resources, Bible Study, Sunday School Curriculum 

Other Opportunities 

LOUISIANA OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, WRITE - P.O. BOX 91202, BAT0 
WWW.0SFA.STATE.LA.US 

Tuition Opportun ity Program fo r Stud ents (TOPS). https://osfantweb .osfa .state .1 a . i 

Information on of local scholarships, national scholarships and college-specific s 
U S, Department of Education FREE Application for Federal Student Aid Web Sits 2003-2009 
The American Legion National High School Oratorical Contest; American Legion, P. O. 
AM VETS Memorial Scht (for graduating high school children of veterans}; / 

Lanham, MD 20706. http://www.amvets.org/Assets/pdfs/Am eri canisn 

Cocn-Cola Scholars Fo n, 3060 Peachtree Rd. NW, Suite 1000, Atlanta, GA 
https ://w w w, coc a-cofa schol a rs .org/co ke Web/i nd ex. jsp 

■h; get information at http://www.elks.org/enf/sch 
National Future Farmers of America Center. Scholarship Office, P. O. Box 15160, 56 
http: //www f f a .org/prog ra ms/scho I a rsh i ps/i ndex.html 
Voice of Democracy Sc ship Program; VFW, 406 W. 34th SL, Kansas City, MO 
http: //www . vfw .org/i ndex. cf rn?f a=cmty. levelc&c i d = 1636&cf i d=386 1 0745 
Guideposts. 16 F- 34th SL, New York, NY 10016. http://w 
National Association of Secondary School Principals, 190- 
Ab ou t Coi teg e h tip :/iwww. col leg es a v i ng s org / 

College Is Possible, http://vvww.acenet.edu/AM/lempiate.cfmi7Secbon~ClPl 


or 




Leonard M. Perryman Communications Scholarship 
Ethnic Minority Students 
htt p die rt.umc . org/inte rior . a sp? p ti d=44&mid= i02 70 

Judy Wei dm an Racial Ethnic Minority Fellowship 
http:/ / cr t . uniC,otg/in teriot. a sp?p tid=l&mi d = 6891 

To receive an application packet, 

J , or information contact: 

A\ UMCOM 

LfT P.O. Box 320 

A Nashville, TN 37202-0320 

Tollfree - 888-278-4862 
E-mail: scholarships#umcom.org 



For 


Expressly for Centenary or Dillard Students 

Daughenbaugh Matheny 
! Scholarships 

i 1 . / _ | — Deadline - March 1st 

x For Information Contact: 

J Carolyn Dove 

102 Turner Lane 
Many, LA 71449 

(318) 590 2989-H (318) 256 7869 Fax 
catdove@hughes.net 
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Information 

I Scholarship Information at www.la-umc.org/youth/scholarship.php 

V 




2009 Double or Triple Your Dollars for Scholars Application 


% 


UMHEF will provide a $1,000 matching scholarship to 475 eligible applicants {including scholarships designated for Hispanic-, Asian-, and 
Hative-American [HANA] students funded by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry). The sponsoring church must remit a check 
payable to UIVIHEF for $1,000 with the completed application form. Candidates must be U. S. citizens enrolled or enrolling as a full-time student, 
fall 2009, in a UM-related college, university, or seminary and be an active member of The UMC for at least one year. Doctoral candidates are not 
eligible. Upon verification of full-time enrollment, UMHEF will transfer $2,000 to the institution. Only one application per church, or per student 
will be accepted. Certain Schools will add $1,000, in effect “Tripling Your Dollars.” Check the application for a list of the participating schools. 

j I Deadline is March 1 5, 2009 Applications may be obtained between December 1 , 2000 thru March I, 2009 from 

UT The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation 

^ ^^j^/Vefc^iddress^ittp^/www^ j 


www.La-UMC.org/youth - Louisiana Annual Conference YOUTH Web Address 


:rgrad scholarships. 

i Ministry is the agency for educational, institutional, & ministerial leadership. 
Christ. You will find resources to work with the youth in your congregation. 
Publishing House & offers products such as: Books & Bibles, Sermon 


N ROUGE, LA 70821 CALL (800) 259-5626 EXT. 1012, INTERNET - 

us/T O PS PorL n sf/ 

sc h o I a re hips. h ftp ;//www. fa stweb .co m/ 

FAFSA on the Web Applications by midnight GDI. July 1,2009. httpJ/www.fafsa.edLgov/ 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, http://vvvvwJegion.org/node/1139 

^MVETS National Headquarters; Attn: Scholarships^ 4647 Forbes Blvd. 
nEssayForm.pdf 
30305, 

olars/ou rscho I a rsh i ps,cfm 

32 ML Vernon Memorial Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309, 

64111. 

iCftoken=66992512 

mw . f ree-4 u .co m/g u idepos. ht m 

4 Association Dr M ResEon, VA 22091. hEtp://www.nhs,us/s_nhs/index,asp 




For Seminary Students From Louisiana 
Service Loan Program 

To qualify for the Service Loan Program, recipients must comply with 
the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry procedure to become a 
certified candidate for ordained ministry within The United Methodist 
Church, and be commissioned Elder or Deacon by age 60. 

For more information, contact the candidacy registrar, Rev. John Edd 
Harper, at 225-346-1646 or email: johnedd@bellsouth.net 
For additional loan information, contact: 

Tracie Wharton 

8337 Jefferson Highway Baton Rouge, LA 70309 
(225) 346-1535 or 1-800-256-9317 Email: twharton@umf.org 


4 




’ J, BEVERLY BOND MEMORIAL '' 

NTT SCHOLARSHIP 




ice of Loans and 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
The United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 340007 NashvilleJN 37203-0007 

Web site www.gbhem.org 
Department 615-340-7346 Scholarship Department 615-340-7344 
umloans@gbhem.org umscholar@gbhem.org 


Deadline - May 1st 

For those interested in a Christian Vocation in 
The United Methodist Church 

Contact: 

Jefferson United Methodist Church 
10328 Jefferson Highway 13 a ton Rouge, LA 70809 

^ (225) 293-4440 staff@jcffcrsononlinc.org ^ 

Georgia Harkness Scholarship * 

Program 

is available for women over 35 who have received a bachelor of arts or 
_equivalent degree, are enrolled full time in a University 
Senate accredited school of theology in the master of divinity 
program, and who are currently certified as candidates for 
ordained ministry as an elder in The United Methodist 
Church. This program offers 10 scholarships at $5,000 each to 
be awarded each year by the first of June. The deadline for the 
applications is March 1st. Applications and more information about the 
program can be found at GBHEM's Clergywomen's website at 




= Requires Membership in a United Methodist Church 
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Sevier UMC celebrates 100 years 


Lifting UMC shares spirit of Christmas 



Rev. Wayne Taylor and members of Luling United Methodist Church came to 
Clanton Chapel Preschool on December 17, 2000 to share Christmas with the 
preschoolers of Dulac. 


Crisis intervention center slates workshop 


Sevier Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Ferriday held special services 
Oct. 19, 2008 to celebrate 1(H) years of 
service. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson, who 
delivered the sermon, and District 
Superintendent Ellen Alston were pictured 
with former ministers* left to right, Revs. 
Lyndle Bullard, Bob Rowland* Terry 
Willis. Art Baker, Kevin Smith, and Ray 
Owens. 

Current pastor of the church is Rev. 
Barry Dennis. 

During its early years, the church was 
supplied by Methodist ministers. The 
Ferriday Methodist Church was the first 

Recruiters, from page 2 

reframed as an oppor¬ 
tunity for where the 
church is going, not a 
crisis that we must fix_ 

The Rev. Juan 
Huertas, Louisiana 
Annual Conference, 
said his conference 
offers two chances for 
candidates to meet 
with the Board of 
Ordained Ministiy 
once in the fall and 
again in the spring. “If someone has a 
struggle in the fall, they have the opportu¬ 
nity to work on it for the spring," he said. 
Me also said the conference Board of 
Ordained Ministiy visits eveiy provisional 
member each year and that everyone has 
two interviews a year with the Board, of 
Ordained ministiy 1 . 

Called Session, from page 1 
erage for our local churches and 
Conference. The leadership of the 
Conference is now prepared to offer a reso¬ 
lution that will prov ide such coverage to 
care for this important fiduciaiy responsi¬ 
bility,* said Bishop I lutchinson. 

The proposed insurance program is 
managed through the United Methodist 
Property and Casualty Trust (UMPACT). 

A quote on every local church premium 
will be sent to the church at least a week 
prior to this meeting. The quote will be 
based on the information submitted by 
churches at the request of the conference in 
regard to a profile of property and pro¬ 
gramming related to insurance needs. 

Churches wall be sent a copy of their 
profile on or around the last week in 
January. Churches should review their pro¬ 


church of any denomination in Concordia 
Parish. It had been said by some members 
still living that before moving into the new 
brick church, services were held in the City 
Hall, as the one-mom frame church was 
too small and in poor condition having 
been through two floods. 

Carrie Dubard Sevier donated the lots 
for the church on the comer of Louisiana 
Avenue and Third Street, and collected 
many of the funds needed to build the 
church. The new brick church was named 
in her memory. The cornerstone was laid in 
the Sevier Memorial Methodist Church in 
May 1924, and contained a church roll of 
102 members. 

During a small group discussion, Lisa 
Garvin, Mississippi Annual Conference, 
asked if anyone had a way to accurately 
evaluate mentors. 

Huertas said the best way is to ask the 
candidates, and Bmse added that the group 
mentor helps in assessing how effective 
mentors arc. 

Steve Autrey, Western North Carolina* 
said conference camps that send a high 
percentage of young people into ministry 
have been identified. “We are looking at 
w hat they do to see what w r e can learn*" 
Autrey said. 

To learn more about young clergy 
development* visit these Web sites: 

ExploreCalling.org, GBI SEM’s Web 
pages aimed at candidates, youth, and 
young adults w r ho are considering ministry. 

Read the Lewis Center’s Clergy Age 
Trends report. http://www.churchleader- 
ship.com/research/um demy age trendsO 
S.htm 

file, and make any corrections necessary. 
Reports should be returned (as re 1 vised, if 

needed) to David Lacombe with UDB 
Insurance, 5501-B John Eskew Drive, 
Alexandria, LA 71303. We ask that this 
review be returned to him as soon as possi¬ 
ble* but at the latest by Feb. ft, 2009* 

District gatherings will be held during 
the week of Feb. 2-8* 2009 to discuss 
UMPACT. Further information will be 
sent as to the specific date, time, and loca¬ 
tion for these District gatherings* 

“Our United Methodist connection has 
been a godsend to our Conference during 
these past few years. That connection will 
continue to bless us as we move into the 
future as we seek to care for both the spiri¬ 
tual and temporal needs of our people and 
the world aroundf 1 added Bishop 
I lutchinson. 


The Baton Rouge Crisis Intervention 
Center is sponsoring a workshop entitled 
“Coping with Crisis In and Outside of the 
Pulpit” on Jan. 20, 2009* The workshop is 
specifically designed for United Methodist 
cleigy, but is open to anyone w ishing to 
attend. 

The workshop faculty includes Frank 
Campbell Ph. D., LC$W f CTand Patty 
Rives* MSW, LCSW. 

Dr. Campbell is the executive director 
of the Crisis Center Foundation, lie has 
presented on suicide and its aftermath for 
over 20 years. I le currently consults with 
communities in the USA and international¬ 
ly to develop programs to reduce the 
impact of suicide. 

Rives was a youth leader at First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge and is 
married to Rev. Gene Rives* a United 
Methodist minister. In addition to her 

University UMC, from page 1 
mentally ill. 

! lei first action was to bring a small 
group of them together at her home church. 
University United Methodist Church in 
Lake Charles. Mickey persuaded the local 
NAMl chapter to finance a nice dinner for 
the group each Tuesday night. Then differ¬ 
ent groups from the church cooked it. Even 
though NAMl no longer is able to help 
finance the meals, church people have 
stepped in and supply the money and time 
to cook. 

r Hie idea grew, and today as many as 35 
people shou r up for the Tuesday night meet¬ 
ing. “My first thought,” said Shannon, *\vas 
that these people really needed to be a part 
of a faith- based group, and as they began to 
come we had a short Bible Study. From the 
vety beginning they joined in the discus¬ 
sions. A duel effect of these meetings was 
that participants had a chance to tetl others 
what they are feeling about their problems.” 

“Next we realized that they also needed a 
good home cooked family-type meat once a 


unique perspective into the demands on 
United Methodist clergy, she is a national 
consultation trainer and coaching trainer 
for Living Works, an organization based in 
Calgary, Canada* and is a Louisiana mental 
health professional. 

The training w r ill be held at the IT. 
“Jody” Howell IV Traumatic Loss Center 
3013 Old Forge, Baton Rouge, La. The 
event starts at 10 a m and ends at 3:30 
p.m. 

The cost of the workshop is % 195 per 
person: however, the Crisis Center 
Foundation is providing a $ 100 scholarship 
to those who attend this training A check 
payable to the Baton Rouge Crists 
Intervention Center for the balance of $95 
is due at registration. 

To register for this training, please 
email: ftanlreanipbeU@brcic.org or catt 
(225) 218-2600 

week. This is vety- important to them, 
because most live by themselves and were 
never taught to cook. Many do not have 
families and most of them are fairly isolated 
because they don't drive." 

Last Christmas, the church’s Chancel 
Choir members cooked Christmas dinner for 
Circle Up at the church. This year, the group 
was served a Thanksgiving meal. 

Rev. Charles Langford, the minister of 
University UMC, Is an enthusiastic part of 
Circle up and is always ready to help them. 
The friend ships the Circle Up people have 
made with the church congregation lias been 
so gratifying that many of them attend 
church at University UMC as well as the 
weekly meetings. 

The Lake Charles group is preparing a 
video and flyers that they will share with 
any church wanting to start their own 
groups. 

Circle Up lias truly become an Important 
mission to this church, and to the people 
who attend it and it certainly fulfills the 
Lord's command, “Go out into the streets 
and bring them inT 
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“Go me, 

om SB 'teal 

07 at the 

2009 Clergy Spouse Retreat 


Friday and Saturday, Feb. 6-7 

The Wesley Center in Woodworth 


Featuring Judy Christie, author of 

Hurry Less, Worry Less: 

10 Strategies for Living the Life 


Clergy Spice: Break out of the fish bowl! 

This is o time for spouse s of all ages and genders to fellowship 

together and share. 

You might just be surprised! 

For more information or to register, contact 
Martie Cain, 839 Monrovia St., 

Shreveport, LA 71106; 318.861.6922. 
martiecain@yahoo.com 
Host: Shreveport District 
Online registration is available at 
vi- ww. la-umc.org 

Deadline is Jan. 19, 2009 


Ramp ministry partners churches 



Rich Jeppeson and Grant Schroeck did 
not know each other until they became 
roommates at the Academy for Spiritual 
Leadership offered by the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. 

As Rich and Grant learned more about 
one another, they realized that Rich's gift 
and ministry was actually constructing 
wheelchair ramps for those unable to help 
themselves. 

Jeppeson is a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Slidell and Schroeck 
is a member of Jefferson UMC in Baton 
Rouge. Grant’s oldest daughter, Dorsey 
Lives with cerebral palsy and uses a pow¬ 
ered wheelchair for mobility. Grant's wife 
Cathy, a Girl Scout leaden organized a 


group to build a ramp at Camp Maiydale 
so that Dotsey could have access when she 
camped with her own troop. 

Members of Rich’s church, who volun¬ 
teered on the Mary dale ramp, have been 
generous in their financial support of the 
ministry Many in the congregation have 
also offered their skills and labor toward 
the ministry, which lias completed 150 
ramps to date. 

Most recently, a team consisting of 
Rich, Grant Karen Lange, Charles Smith 
(Jefferson UMC), Kurt Schroeck {First 
UMC, Baton Rouge), Jim Morris (First 
UMC, Slidell) and Robert Day constructed 
a 34-foot ramp in Robert* La, for a recent 
spinal cord injury victim. 


Dr. Terrel DeVille receives service award 


Dr. Terrel DeVille 
has been selected as 
the recipient of the 
United Methodist 
Association’s 2000 
Distinguished Service 
Award. 

DeVille, president 
and CEO of Louisiana 
United Methodist 
Children and Family 
Sen-ices, will be pre¬ 
sented the award at the 



Dr. Terrel 
DeVille 


LMA's Celebration of Excellence assem¬ 
bly in conjunction with the organization's 
69th Annual National Convention in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. The assembly is 
scheduled for the afternoon of March 7, 
2009 at the I lyatt Regency Hotel. 

The United Methodist Association of 
Health and Welfare Ministries (UMA) is a 
national association of United Methodist- 
related* and other faith-based ministries* 
and professionals actively involved in pro¬ 
moting quality care in a faith-based setting. 


Igniting Ministry training March 13-14 


The Louisiana Annual Conference will 
lie hosting an Igniting Ministry training on 
March 13-14, 2009 at The Wesley Center 
In Woodworth* La. 

The day Long training on Saturday, 
March 14 is open to all churches in the 
conference. There will lie throe tracks 
offered, including Beginning Welcoming 
and two additional advanced tracks for 
churches that have participated in the 
Beginning track already. 

National trainers will be conducting the 
event, which promises to inspire local 
churches to put their best foot forward in 
becoming a more welcoming congregation. 
Church representatives who participate in 


the training can bring these exciting ideas 
back home to share in Sunday School 
classes and from the pulpit. 

On Friday, M arch 13, the national train¬ 
ers will lead a "train the trainer' 1 compo¬ 
nent. These persons will serve as Igniting 
Ministry trainers within their respective 
districts. 

Those interested in knowing more about 
the Friday component should contact Betty 
Backstrom* Communications Director for 
the Conference, at (225) 3464646 or email 
lano w@bel lsouth.net 

Registration information will he provid¬ 
ed soon through the Louisiana Now! and 
the conference website* www.ia-umc.org 


Walker UMC marks 150 years 



Walker United Methodist Church cele¬ 
brated its 150th anniversary on Nov. 23, 
2008. The day began with a two hour wor¬ 
ship service, featuring gospel singing and 
solos by Sheriff Willie Graves, and a ser¬ 
mon by Bishop William I lutchinson. A 
reunion choir* made up of current and past 
members* also performed. An old-fash¬ 
ioned dinner on the grounds was enjoyed 
by the crowd. 

Former pastor Rev. James Moore and 
his wife* Marlene, came back for the cele¬ 
bration and participated in the 
service. Current pastor Rev. Jerry Johnson 
was presented plaque and letter of congrat¬ 
ulations for the church from Gov* Bobby 
Jindal. 

The seed for the church was planted in 
the year 1840 when William S. Townsend 
donated six acres of [and. The people of 
the community—comprised of the Baptist, 
Holiness* and Methodist faiths—built a 


palmetto-covered arbor on the site* calling 
it the Union Church. In 1842* Mr. 
Townsend gave the Louisiana Conference a 
title to tliis land, making it a property of the 
Methodist church. 

In 1890* a Reverend Cargill was 
assigned to the congregation, which moved 
in 1929 to its present location. The name of 
the church became The Walker Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. 

On July 25, 1975, Walker United 
Methodist Church became a full-time sta¬ 
tion church. 

Local mission programs for the mem¬ 
bers of Walker UMC include sending work 
teams to Cameron to assist with disaster 
recoveiy efforts and the on-going L TnT” 
tutoring program for the children of Walker 
Elementary. 

L 4)ur congregation is filled with loving 
people willing to welcome all to our little 
church with a big heart'*’' said Johnson. 
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Make your church a certified welcoming congregation this year! 


At the 2007 Louisiana Annual 
Conference, Jackie Vaughn of United 
Methodist Communications announced that 
the Louisiana Conference has been chosen 
as one of several Igniting Ministry media 
and training test markets for the next qua- 
drennium. 

During that presentation. Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson challenged local 
churches throughout the conference to 
became Welcoming Certified 
Congregations. Achieving Welcoming 
Certification is encouraged by United 
Methodist Communications, and required 
of any church that applies for individual 
matching grant funds for media buys and 
LED signage. 

To date, a number of Conference 
churches have completed the certification 
process. They include: First United 
Methodist Church in Houma (Acadiana 
District); North wood UMC in Lafayette 
(Acadiana); First UMC in Nacbitocbes 
(Alexandria); St. Andrew's UMC in Baton 
Rouge (Baton Rouge); St. Francisville 
UMC in St, Francisville (Baton Rouge); St, 
Luke-Simpson UMC in Lake Charles 
(Lake Charles); St. Luke's UMC in New 
Orleans (New Orleans); Asbury UMC in 


Bossier City (Shreveport); and Noel UMC 
in Shreveport (Shreveport). 

The process of becoming a Welcoming 
Certified Congregation is easier than you 
might think! Simply download the form 
which can be found on the Igniting 
Ministry website at 
www.igniti ngministry.org 

The site is easily accessed from the con¬ 
ference website at www.la-umc.org 

To become certified for the first year, a 
church must fulfill requirements on the 
form. Each requirement adds a certain 
number of points, A total of 100 |x>ints is 
all that any church needs to be certified in 
the first year. 

Documentation of the requirements is 
required either with pictures or an actual 
copy of the item, such as a church 
brochure. The completed form with docu¬ 
mentation is sent to your District 
Superintendent tor a signature. The form is 
sent from the District Superintendent’s 
office to United Methodist 
Communications. 

Churches are encouraged by the Board 
of Laity to ask church lay leaders to facili¬ 
tate tiie filling out and turning in of forms. 



St. Andrews United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge, has been recognized by 
Untied Methodist Communications (UMCom) as an official 'Welcoming 
Congregation. 5 Other conference churches which have achieved this honor are 
First United Methodist Church in Houma (Acadiana District); Northwood UMC in 
Lafayette (Acadiana); First UMC in Nachitoches (Alexandria); St. Francisville UMC 
in St Francisville (Baton Rouge); St. Luke-Simpson UMC in Lake Charles (Lake 
Charles); SL Luke’s UMC in New Orleans (New Orleans); Asbury UMC in Bossier 
City (Shreveport); and Noel UMC in Shreveport (Shreveport). 'Welcoming 
Congregations' are a select group of United Methodist congregations nationwide 
that meet criteria including embracing newcomers and providing opportunities tn 
discipfeship, Pictured at St. Andrews UMC are Rosalyn Shackelford, Evangelism 
Chai;, Rhonda Miller Welcoming Team; Donna Leggett. Visitor Hospitality 
Coordinator; and Rev, Larry O’Dell, pastor. 


UMCOR Sager Brown 2008 
relief shipments touted 

December 29,200K—UMCOR Sager 
Brown* the material resource ministry of 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, has shipped over 54.7 million in 
relief supplies internationally and In the 
continental United States in 2008. 

In a preliminaiy summary, executive 
director Kathy Kraiza reported that just 
over 53.5 million worth of supplies were 
shipped internationally* including health* 
school sewings layette and bedding kits. 
Shipments went to eight countries* includ¬ 
ing first-ever deliveries of school kits and 
other supplies to Lebanon and Zimbabwe, 

Domestic shipments included health 
kits, school kits and over 20*000 flood 
buckets delivered in response to flooding 
in die Midwest and hurricane storm surge 
along the Gulf Coast. The shipments in 
September were completed swiftly* despite 
the fact that the Sager Blown campus itself 
was evacuated for I lurricane Gustav early 
in foe month. The campus sustained only 
minimal damage, and hosted volunteers 
just a week after the storm. 

More than 2*300 volunteers logged 
41,630 hours of ministry at UMCOR Sager 
Brown in 2008. Their w ork included 
assembling and verifying kits, maintaining 
campus grounds, and community outreach 
ministry. 

Congregations and individuals are 
encouraged to consider collecting kit sup¬ 
plies or making contributions to the 
UMCOR Material Resource ministry, 
either to assemble kits or to support ship¬ 
ping costs, 

UMCOR anticipates even more oppor¬ 
tunities for relief supply ministry in 2009* 
as it adds a new warehouse in 5a it Lake 
City* UT. A three-year lease for the space 
commences January 1, 


Create a Legacy of Giving 



Learn how to create your 
legacy of giving—visit our 
web site or call us today. 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 



Give a Gift That Will Bring a 
Lifetime of Benefits 

Establish a charitable gift annuity with 

your United Methodist Foundation and: 

* Lock in fixed income for life 

* Receive a current income tax 
deduction 

* Provide for the future 
of your faith 

* Create a legacy of 
giving to benefit 
future generations 


Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.7% 

75 

6 7 

80 

7.6 

85 

8.9 

90+ 

10 5 


p Two-lfte rates are l-ower: 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www. u m fgivi n g. org 
































-Vi 00 Oi 
O Q) K) 
00 FT 
hO =3 
cn 

-vl o 
o c 

OCQ 
0 


o 

3- 


5 

< 

CL 




PLEASE NOTE! 


Lay delegates asked 
to attend the Feb. 28 
Called Session 
are those members 
that were present at 
the 2008 La. Annual 
Conference held in 
Shreveport, La. 



UMW Section / 3-6 



Inauguration / 8 


VOL. 10, NO. 2 BATON ROUGE, LA JANUARY 23, 2009 

UMPACT informational meetings slated prior to called session on Feb. 28 


District-wide informational meetings for 
all clergy and lay members (delegates) to 
the Annual Conference will be held in early 
February. 

The purpose of these meetings will be 
to review information regarding the Feb. 

28 called session vote on the United 
Methodist Property and Casualty Trust 


(UMPACT) resolution. 

The session is slated for Saturday, Feb. 
28 at Louisiana College in Pineville, La. 
Delegates will gather in the Guinn 
Auditorium, 1140 College Dr., from 10 
a.m.-12 noon. 

Those expected to attend the called ses¬ 
sion are clergy and lay delegates who 


attended the 2008 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference last June in Shreveport, 
La. 

Local church chairpersons of both the 
Board of Trustees and the Finance 
Committee are also invited to this session. 

See UMPACT, page 7 


Africa University 




v 


W&y' 


Caroline Njuki and Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa listen to a report on Africa University’s status in Zimbabwe during the uni¬ 
versity’s board of directors meeting held Dec. 3-6 in Mutare. Africa University, though weakened by the economic and 
hyperinflation environment, is one of only three private universities of the 12 universities in the country that are open 
and operating “with any semblance of normality,” reported interim Vice Chancellor Fanuel Tagwira. 

A UMNS photo by Linda Green 


Africa University still operating and serving Africa 


Africa University continues to stand 
as a beacon of hope during Zimbabwe’s 
medical, political and economic crisis. 

At the end of 2008, unemployment in 
Zimbabwe was at more than 80 percent 
and food, water and fuel remained scarce. 
“People are struggling,” said Bruce T. 
Chakatsva, president of the students’ rep¬ 
resentative council at United Methodist- 
related Africa University. 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief launched a targeted course of 
action in response to food shortages and a 
cholera epidemic. An immediate food 


distribution and additional support for 
United Methodist hospitals will begin to 
alleviate the suffering of many thousands 
in the days ahead. 

According to R. Abigail Kangwende, 
a physician, public health specialist and 
coordinator of Africa University’s blanket 
initiative, cholera is primarily a manage¬ 
ment problem. 

Kangwende said medical personnel 
could assist in fighting the epidemic by 
helping educate the public on preventa¬ 
tive methods. “It does not need to kill,” 
she said, explaining that hand-washing, 


good hygiene and adequate resources, 
like water, will help staunch the spread. 

Since the role of Africa University is 
to help improve the quality of life for the 
people of Africa, “we have a role to play 
in educating communities who should not 
perish because of lack of knowledge,” 
she added. 

Interim Vice Chancellor Fanuel 
Tagwira, who has a science and research 
background, stressed “there is no cholera 
on campus.” Campus officials have taken 
the necessary precautions to ensure that 

See Africa University, page 8 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

My Hopes are High 


College football is finally over. I’m 
not happy with how it ended. I REAL¬ 
LY wanted Oklahoma to win that final 
game. I rode the wave of hope until it 
came crashing ashore in the fourth quar¬ 
ter of the BCS Championship. And then, 
it was over. Endings can be disappoint¬ 
ing. 

The new hope has begun to rise 
already. LSU is touting the best recruit¬ 
ing class in a while, and national champi¬ 
onship fever is beginning to stir. Tebow 
is returning to Elorida in hopes of win¬ 
ning a third championship in four years. 
Bradshaw is returning to Oklahoma with 
the express desire to lead them to their 
eighth national title. And dozens of other 
schools are filling their locker rooms, 
along with their fan’s hearts, with the 
hope that “next year” will be their year. 
Hope does indeed spring eternal. Defeat 
may tarry for the night, but hope comes 
with the morning. 

Our nation is poised on the expectant 
edge of hope. We’ve come to the ending 
of a presidency that, for some, has been 
disappointing and for others has been the 
fulfillment of all for which they hoped. 
What began in high anticipation has now 
finished its course and historians and cof¬ 
fee shop conversations will assess the 
value of all that has transpired. As one 
administration transists to another, there 
are those who are fearful; there are those 
who are angry; there are those who are 
convinced we will be worse off; and 
there are those who stand with their feet 
firmly planted in positive anticipation. It 
is refreshing to start again. Hope does 
indeed spring eternal. 

It wasn’t many years ago that Martin 
Luther King, Jr. stood before thousands 
on the Mall in Washington, DC and pro¬ 
claimed his now famous statement of 
hope: “I have a dream.” On January 20, 
2009 a dream that has only been a hope 
to this point in the history of the United 
States of America will become a reality. 
A person of African and American 
descent will stand before the nation and 
take the oath of office for the highest 
elected position in our country. It is the 
fulfillment of a hope-filled premise that 
“all” people are created equal and that 
the equality that is so stated can be lived 
out by opening the presidency to any and 
all that are citizens of this great land. 
With great expectation and a sense of 
justice fulfilled we eagerly look to this 
historic moment. 

But with the ticking of the clock, even 
on January 20, this much anticipated 
moment of historical significance will 
come to an end. By nightfall on that 
same day, a new chief of state will have 
the weight of the free world on his shoul¬ 
ders and all the hopes and dreams of 
election and justice-rendered will have 
ended and a new hope will spring forth. 
And the new hope will not only be wish¬ 


ful, it will be expec¬ 
tant. Then the work 
of making hopes 
into reality will 
begin. 

Personally, my 
hopes are high. I 
have grieved the 
losses we have faced 
in the years past. I, 
too, have been disap¬ 
pointed to see our 
national economy in such dire straits. 

The erosion of our national status in the 
eyes of much of the world has been of 
great concern. Experiencing that ever¬ 
present uneasiness that another terrorist 
attack looms is disconcerting. Fearing 
what the condition of our planet might be 
in a comparatively few short years is a 
dogging thought. “What will life be like 
for my granddaughter and her genera¬ 
tion,” is a question that pricks at my soul. 

Yes, my hopes are high. We have 
come to an ending and stand on the brink 
of a beginning. I’m humbled and thrilled 
that we have elected Barak Obama to 
lead this great nation. I am fulfilled in 
spirit that justice in our electoral system 
has been exemplified. But, I also know 
that justice and historical milestones are 
not a panacea. They just make it possi¬ 
ble for another human being to step up to 
the challenges of the day and “have a 
go” at making things right. 

I will pray for our newly inaugurated 
president, just as I have prayed for the 
others. I will do whatever I am asked to 
do that will further the cause of freedom 
and justice for the entire world. I will 
stand by my country in all her joys and 
sorrows and in her good times and her 
bad. I will challenge decisions that are 
not in accord with God’s teachings and I 
will uphold strategies that are. Yes, my 
hopes are high. 

Here’s to you, Mr. Obama. May the 
years ahead be kind to you. May the 
decisions you make and the tactics you 
employ be blessed of God. May the peo¬ 
ple of the United States give to you their 
utmost loyalty and support. May you 
always keep your personal integrity 
intact and may the good of the world 
always be placed above any personal 
agenda you or those who surround you 
might have. And when the ending comes 
for you and your administration may we 
be able to say, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” 

We look forward to the journey with 
you, and our hopes are high! 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



African American pastors retreat set Feb 15-16 


Make plans to attend the 2009 African 
American Pastors’ Retreat, Feb. 15-16 at 
the Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

Participants will listen to Rev. Melvin 
Amerson, author, as he addresses the topics 
of stewardship and human and financial 
resources. 

Pastors will have the opportunity to 
explore their own personal financial goals 
and engage a new paradigm for steward¬ 
ship in African-American 
congregations. United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana will present each 


pastor in attendance with a copy 
of Amerson’s book as a gift. 

In addition to Amerson, participants will 
hear from a representative of the Board of 
Pensions. Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
will discuss the La. Conference Strategic 
Plan, and Rob Fairly with the UM 
Foundation of Louisiana will discuss 
“Congregations and the Current Economic 
Situation.” 

For more information or to register, 
contact Rev. Martha Orphe at (888) 239- 
5286 or email marthaorphe@la-umc.org 


Clergy Renewal Leave 

Two Clergy Renewal Leave opportuni¬ 
ties are available to full time clergy. One is 
a Conference program that began several 
years ago with the assistance of our Lilly 
Grant. The Conference has continued to 
provide this offering to our clergy. This 
grant provides for up to eight weeks of 
time away, with a stipend of $750 per week 
included. Twenty eight of our clergy have 
participated thus far in this program. The 
local church or institution and the District 
Superintendent are to approve the applica¬ 
tion for this program. For information and 
application procedures, please contact 
Linda Gregg, the Administrative Assistant 
of the Office of Sustaining Pastoral 
Excellence, 527 North Boulevard, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802, (225) 346-1646. 

The second is option is sponsored is the 
2009 National Clergy Renewal Program 
sponsored by the Lilly Endowment Inc. 

This program is an ecumenical offering 
and is not a part of the Louisiana 
Conference ministry. The Lilly 


opportunities offered 

Endowment provides for as many as 1,200 
grants of up to $50,000 each directly to 
congregations for the support of a renewal 
program for their pastor. Up to $15,000 of 
the grant may be used to help the congre¬ 
gation during the pastor’s absence and/or to 
support activities that enable the congrega¬ 
tion as a whole to be renewed in its min¬ 
istry. This grant is provided for only those 
in pastoral ministry serving in a local 
church context. 

Information on the Lilly Endowment’s 
National Clergy Program can be obtained 
by contacting the Endowment’s web site: 
lillyendowment.org; calling (317) 9lb- 
7350; email clergyrenewal@yahoo.comn, 
or writing to Jean M. Smith, Program 
Director, Religion, Lilly Endowment Inc., 
2801 North Meridian Street, Post Office 
Box 88068, Indianapolis, Indiana 46208- 
0068. The deadline for the application for 
2010 is May 14, 2009. Recipients will be 
notified in October of 2009. 


Gulf Shores condo available to retirees in 2009 


Listed here are the dates that are still 
available for the Gulf Shores condo for 
2009. Retired clergy and surviving spous¬ 
es of clergy are eligible to rent the condo 
for one week at a very reasonable rate . 
They may contact Patti Perkins at (225) 
346-1646 to make a reservation. The fee 
for the condo rental has been increased to 


$300. Additional information about 
arrangements and specifics on renting the 
condo can be obtained from Perkins. 
Available dates are: 

Feb. 20 
Aug. 7 
Nov. 27 
Dec. 25 


Louisiana Conferencei/f^f 

William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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UMW Spiritual Retreat scheduled Feb 20-21, 2009 at the Wesley Center 


Rev. Janet Wolf to lead UMW retreat 


The Louisiana 
Conference 
United 
Methodist 
Women will hold 
their biennial 
Spiritual Growth 
Retreat at the 
Wesley Center 
beginning 
Friday, Feb. 20 
at 1 p.m. and 
running through 
Saturday, Feb. 21 
at 12 noon. 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
NOW! The theme is “Listening with New 
Ears“. You will not want to miss this 
retreat. Scripture readings will come from 
Mark 9:1-8, Mark 9:14-39 (The 
Transfiguration); Luke 6:20-26 and Luke 
13. 

We are blessed to have Rev. Janet Wolf 
as our Spiritual Retreat Leader. Rev.Wolf 
received her Masters of Divinity degree 
from Vanderbilt University in 1988. She is 
from the Tennessee Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. Rev. Wolf 


is currently Chairperson of the Division of 
Church Vocations at American Baptist 
College. 

She is the author of a chapter in a soon 
to be published book. The title of the chap¬ 
ter is “I Was In Prison”: United Methodist 
Perspectives on Prison Ministry, edited by 
James M. Shopshire, Sr., Richmond 
Stoglin, and Mark C. Hicks, Nashville: 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. She is also working on a new 
book to be published in 2010 entitled For 
the Love of God: Letters of John; 
(Women’s Division, United Methodist 
Church.) Janet is married to Bill Haley, a 
public school teacher, and they have five 
sons and four grandchildren. 

We look forward to this great experi¬ 
ence together and invite all to attend and to 
share with one another. Please complete 
and send your registration form and fee of 
$15 by Feb. 9. Make checks payable to 
“La. Conference UMW.” Remember to 
bring your bible! The retreat registration 
form is included in this issue and available 
on line at 

www. la-umc. org/laity/umw 



Rev. Janet Wolf 


REGISTRATION FORM 

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
2009 SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT 
February 20-21, 2009 
Wesley Center 
“Listening With New Ears” 

Led by Rev. Janet Wolf 


Name_ 

Address_ 

City & Zip_ 

Phone No_ 

Church_ 

District_ 

Names of Requested Roommates 

Special Accomodations: (i.e no stairs, etc)_ 

EMERGENCY FORM 
Persons to notify in case of Emergency 

Name_ 

Address_ 


Judy Gross to lead singing at UMW retreat 


Judy Gross, 
administrative 
assistant in the 
Alexandria 
District Office, 
will serve as 
music director 
for the UMW 
retreat scheduled 
Feb. 20-21 at 
The Wesley 
Center in 
Woodworth. 

Judy is mar¬ 
ried to George, a 
gifted pianist, and 



Judy Gross 


is the mother of six daughters. Her twelfth 
grandchild is on the way. She is a member 
of First UMC, Pineville and active in all 
music ministry there. She and her husband 
have led the music for many retreats, 
revivals, etc. They recently traveled to Italy 
with the Carlow Choir, where they per¬ 
formed for Pope Benedict and sang at St. 
Peter’s Basilica. They are very active with 
Louisiana United Methodist Cursillo. 

Lana Lathan will accompany Judy as 
pianist throughout the retreat. The theme is 
“Listening with New Ears“. The retreat 
registration form is included in this issue 
and available on line at 

www. la-umc. org/laity/umw 


Celebrate UMW Sunday on Jan. 25 


“In every local church , there shall be 
a unit of United Methodist Women. ” 
United Methodist Book of Discipline, 
2008 

This year United Methodist Women 
around the world will celebrate together 
the emphasis of membership in this 
great organization. Our 2009 theme for 
the day is “Resurrection Women: Living 
Simply to Resurrect the Earth”. As in 
everything, UMW reflects the beat of 
the drum, in step with that beat, syn¬ 
chronized with the “signs of the times.” 

This year’s theme is a very timely 
and significant, urging all United 
Methodist Women to become a part of 
God’s efforts through a membership in 
UMW, the mission arm of the church. 

Be sure to do your part to make our 
organization grow in all age areas for we 


ALL have something special to give. 
God has freely given so much to us. 
Therefore, we should do nothing less for 
His kingdom. 

As your units and districts celebrate 
UMW Sunday on the 25th, please 
remember to share your celebration in 
pictures, displays, etc and to submit your 
reports of the day’s activities. Please 
send these reports to your District 
Membership officers AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE after your services. 

Remember, United Methodist 
Women everywhere can “Live Locally” 
and make a difference “Globally.” Join 
nearly 1 million women in this joyous, 
rewarding work of our Lord and Savior. 

By Ethel Lilly 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

Louisiana Conference UMW 


Bring with you: 

1. Insurance Card . 

2. Doctor’s Name & Phone Number 

3. Prescription drugs & OTC drugs you might need. 

We will dispense NO medications on premises. 

Please indicate your intentions for lunch: 

_I will arrive in time for lunch Friday 

_I will NOT arrive in time for lunch Friday 

Retreat Registration and Housing Information 

All participants will be housed at the Wesley Center. Rooms will be assigned on a 
first come first served basis. Rooms have two double beds and bath and there 
are a limited number of first floor accommodations. Please note special needs on 
registration form. 

Cost is based on number of persons per room and is payable to the Wesley 
Center 

Upon arrival. Costs include room, 2 lunches, 1 supper & 1 breakfast. If you will 
not arrive until after the noon hour on Friday, please indicate this on your registra¬ 
tion form so there will be a count for the noon meal that day. Adjustments to the 
cost will be made at the time your register at the Wesley Center. Registration is 
from 10AM-12Noon. Lunch will be from 12N-1PM. The first session of the retreat 
will begin at 1PM. 

Cost is as follows(including meals): 

3 or 4 to a room $73.00 per person 
2 to a room $73.00 per person 
1 to a room $92.00 per person 

Due to cafeteria style arrangements for preparing and serving food, special 
diets are not available. Care will be taken to try to provide low fat, low sodi¬ 
um items at meals. 

OFFERING-The offering taken at the retreat will go toward the Conference 
Pledge to Missions as Mission Giving. 


Registration Deadline-February 9, 2009 
Send Registration form & $15 fee to: 
Laurie Seeger 
80369 Kenzie Rd 
Covington, LA 70435 
(985) 892-6954 seegert@bellsouth.net 

Make Registration Cks to LA Conference UMW; 
Phone number: 318-449-4500 
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A message from La. UMW 
President Edna B. Hickman 


This is the 
first of the year, 
so I trust that all 
of you have had 
a very Merry 
Christmas and 
will have a 
Happy New 
Year! I greet 
you as Apostle 
Paul greeted the 
Church, “Grace 
be unto you, and 
peace, from God 
our Father, and 
from the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” I truly thank God for you 
and keep you in my prayers always. God 
has truly been good to me and to the 
United Methodist Women. 

I consider it my honor to come into 
your home, your office, your church, or 
wherever you maybe reading this article. 
This is a day of New Beginnings as we 
give thanks to God for allowing us to see a 
new day and a New Year. What a Mighty 
God we serve! 

At the time of this writing, I am just 
returning from the Leadership Training 
Event (LTE), where elected officers from 
throughout the country convened in St. 
Louis, MO in November for a truly awe¬ 
some and spirit-filled event. There were 
over 300 women who met, prayed, sang, 
had Bible study, and shared experiences, 
discussed leadership responsibilities and 
fellowshipped together. We had planning 
meetings and training sessions. We saw 
videos, DVD’s and PowerPoint presenta¬ 
tions. We were energized, challenged, 


motivated and educated to go back to our 
conferences to make a difference. 

Emphasis in our group (Presidents) was 
placed on leadership skills, preparing agen¬ 
das and increasing membership because 
Membership counts! Each one of us was 
encouraged to reach out to our sisters and 
extend a personal invitation to them to join 
UMW, to attend our events, to get involve 
in Mission. Each one of us knows some¬ 
one who may not be active in UMW. It is 
up to us to get them involved. 

Our Louisiana Conference Officers who 
traveled to the LTE meeting are pictured on 
page 5 in a photo taken with Harriett 
Olson, Deputy General Secretary of the 
Women’s Division. Standing left to right 
are: Doret Gilbert Wilson -Nominations, 
Juanita LaGard- Spiritual Growth, Dorothy 
Kimball-Program Resources, Carrie Roy- 
Nominations, Judy Willis-Vice President, 
Annie “Laurie” Seeger-Treasurer and 
Shannon Rachal-Nominations. Seated left 
to right are: Edna B. Hickman-President, 
and Harriett Olson. 

The meeting also placed emphasis on 
the Charter for Racial Justice. You will be 
hearing more about this from your Social 
Action Coordinator. Another emphasis I 
wish to make is the importance of us meet¬ 
ing our PLEDGE. We must GIVE; that is 
what the LORD requires of us. Let us 
MEET and EXCEED our PLEDGE this 
year! 

We are encouraging every unit to 
become a MISSION TODAY UNIT. If 
you don’t know what that is, please contact 
your District Education & Interpretation 
Coordinator or your District Treasurer. 



Edna B. Hickman 


United Methodist Agencies express thanks 
to Louisiana Conference UM Women 


Our Louisiana Conference UMW has 
received letters of appreciation from our 
mission agencies for the overwhelming 
response to their “wish list” requests. 
They are also prayerfully requesting our 
continued support in these difficult times. 
Because of limited space, we are sharing 
with you excerpts from letters received. 
Please see full copies of these communi¬ 
cations and contact info on our website 
at: 

www. la-umc. org/laity/umw 

One letter reads in part, “Dear Ms. 
Hickman and United Methodist Women, 
Thank you for your interest in our 
agency. MacDonell United Methodist 
Children’s Services is a non-profit resi¬ 
dential facility for abused and neglected 
children, ages 10-18 providing clinical, 
educational and spiritual services for 
Southeast Louisiana....The United 
Methodist Women have always supported 
MacDonell with school supplies, personal 
care items and monetary donations. At 
this time, MacDonell is suffering a great 
loss of income. Due to the latest cut 
backs from the State and the recent two 
hurricanes that hit our area, MacDonell 


needs monetary help immediately. . .We 
would love to have you all visit our beau¬ 
tiful campus. Call to set up an appoint¬ 
ment. I am also available to come speak 
at one of your functions.” 

Another letter notes in part ... “North 
Rampart Community Center has been 
supported by the United Methodist 
Women’s Division as well as Louisiana 
Annual Conference United Methodist 
Women through the mission giving, and 
when called upon, through gift giving. 

We have called upon several local units 
during Summer Camp and After School 
Programs and Annual Christmas Giving 
to provide funding to support the chil¬ 
dren, and you have come through for us 
without questioning. . . Below is the list 
of supplies for 2009 ... Snacks (juices, 
crackers, peanut butter, jelly, etc..); 
Reading-Education games, multiplication, 
addition, subtraction, division tables; easy 
reading animal science, math workbooks 
with reproducible pages to help prepare 
for the LEAP test; magazines for pre-K- 
Teens; Art Supplies: paint brushes, differ¬ 
ent colors of art paint and 10 painting 
boards. Thank you for your kindness! 


SURVEY 

This SURVEY is being conducted to allow you an oppor¬ 
tunity to share your opinion about your Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women DATES and 
EVENTS. PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY BELOW: 
Thank you. 

Do you currently attend and/or participate in the School of Christian 
Mission? YES NO 

If not, why not? 


Do you attend and participate in Annual Meeting? 

YES NO 


If not, why not? 


If you do not attend these events, what could we do to assist you to 
attend? 


In the past, we have had to change our Annual Meetings several 
times from September to October because of hurricanes. Do you 
support changing the Annual Meeting from the third (3rd) week in 
September to the second (2nd) week in October? 

YES NO 

In order to save time and reduce travel expenses, would you sup¬ 
port combining District Elected Leaders Training (DELT) with 
Annual Meeting? YES NO 

(During the time district officers are in training, those persons who 
are not district officers will have an opportunity to attend an educa¬ 
tional meeting led by a former Conference Officer.) 

In order to encourage more working women and young women to 
attend, would you support changing the dates of our School of 
Christian Mission from Wednesday through Saturday to Thursday 
through Sunday? YES NO 

Also, would you support changing our Spiritual Retreat that we now 
hold every other year on Friday and Saturday to Saturday and 
Sunday to encourage more working and young women to attend? 

YES NO 

If you checked YES to questions #6 & 7 above, would the change 
in date encourage you to attend more? 

YES NO 

9. Is transportation getting to be a concern or problem for you? 

YES NO 

If you answered YES to question # 9, would you be willing to pay 
for a charter bus to attend these events? 

YES NO 

11. Would you be willing to pay up to $50.00 for this convenience? 

YES NO 

If not, what amount would you be willing to pay? 

$ _ 

YOUR 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS 

CITY_STATE_ 

Telephone Number_ 

Email address_ 


SEND TO: Edna Brown Hickman, President 
Louisiana Conference UMW 
10615 Clearview Avenue 
Baton Rouge, LA 70811 
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A call to prayer and self-denial 


“What do we live for if not to make the 
world less difficult for others? ’ 

(George Eliot) 

Now that we are in the new year, it’s 
time to plan for our 2009 Call to Prayer 
and Self Denial observance. It is a time 
when we can reflect upon our reason for 
being our mission as both Christian disci¬ 
ples and as United Methodist Women. 

Resources such as the offering 
envelopes, prayer cards, promotional 
posters, a four year handbook with plan¬ 
ning suggestions and information about the 
annual theme can be obtained from the 
Mission Resource Center. The Quiet Day 


service appears as a program in the 2009 
Annual Program Book for United 
Methodist Women (Who’s At the Table?). 

Please give generously in your offering 
and support the mission programs and 
institutions related to the United Methodist 
Women and the United Methodist General 
Board of Global Ministries. Your gifts will 
make someone’s life easier. 

“We make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give. ” 

(Norman MacEwan) 

Juanita LaGard 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

Louisiana Conference UMW 


A word from the treasurer . .. 


This will be my final article for the 
newsletter and I would just like to say 
“thank you” to everyone who has made 
filling in this year a pleasure. We don’t 
always have the opportunity to re-visit an 
experience we have had in the past, and 
this has been unique! 

The Mission Candle Offering this year 
was $8,379.74, which meant the Louisiana 
Conference supported missions around the 
world for a total of 3 hours, 47 minutes and 
43 seconds. Congratulations to everyone 
for supporting this drive. 

There are a few items I would like to 
bring to your attention. We have a new 
Handbook for the first time in four years 
and it covers every office at every level in 
the UMW. I suggest that every Unit 
should order a copy of this handbook and 
follow it when making decisions with 
regard to using your Mission Money. The 


cost is $17.00 and it can be ordered from 
the Service Center. 

In the past we have tried to stress the 
importance of following the rule that 
money earned by the UMW stays in the 
UMW and is not to be used for church pro¬ 
grams or maintenance. Money earned at 
UMW sponsored activities is to be used to 
fulfill the Purpose of the United Methodist 
Women. Let’s not mislead the public by 
failing to do this. 

Also, it is very important that we not 
carry a balance forward in our Unit or 
District Treasury which is more than we 
anticipate using or needing within the first 
quarter of the new year. 

God Bless and Keep You, Everyone! 
Jeanette McCalman 
2008 Treasurer 
Louisiana Conference UMW 


UMW Conference Officers attend 
leadership training 



Our Louisiana Conference Officers who traveled to the Leadership Training Event 
are pictured here in a photo taken with Harriett Olson, Deputy General Secretary 
of the Women’s Division. Standing left to right are: Doret Gilbert Wilson - 
Nominations, Juanita LaGard- Spiritual Growth, Dorothy Kimball-Program 
Resources, Carrie Roy-Nominations, Judy Willis-Vice President, Annie “Laurie” 
Seeger-Treasurer and Shannon Rachal-Nominations. Seated left to right are: 
Edna B. Hickman-President. and Harriett Olson. 


JOYS, PRAYERFUL CONCERNS, 
AND CONDOLENCES 

Joys 

The most recent issue of NEWS- United Methodist Women (vol 1; 
Number 4 Winter 2008) quotes Rita M. Parham who attended the 
Women’s Division training for Public Education racial justice 
change makers. The event was held in Dallas on Oct. 25, 2008. 
Rita was interviewed as a member of Wesley United Methodist 
Church, Baton Rouge where she serves as the mission coordinator 
for social action of her local unit. Parham is also the Louisiana 
Conference UMW Standing Rules and Guidelines committee chair. 

Prayerful Concerns 

Please continue to pray for our own Harriette Tucker Elrod and 
Georgie Lee Roberson and their families for the loss of their spous¬ 
es. God will continue to bless and keep you. 

Hilda Sills (Louisiana/New Orleans; current resident of Denton, 
Texas after Hurricane Katrina) lost her sister, Delores Alexander. 
We extend our deepest sympathies to you and your family. 

Condolences 

Carolyn M. Colvin (Shreveport District) passed away on Nov. 9. 
Carolyn was a former conference officer and a member of First 
UMC, Shreveport, where funeral services were held. Carolyn will 
be missed and loved always by her family, church and Louisiana 
Conference UMW. 

Inez Chrisentary (Baton Rouge District) passed away on Dec. 9. 
Services were held at St. Mark United Methodist Church, Baton 
Rouge. Inez was known in many areas of the United Methodist 
Church, including United Methodist Women. She will be missed 
and loved always by the members of her family, local church and 
our conference. 

If you have special joys, prayerful concerns and/or condolences 
regarding our conference UMW, please send them to: 

Lana P. Lathan 

131 Ogden Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5013 

E-Mail address: lathanl31@bellsouth.net 

Phone: 

(225) 383-4380(home) 

(225) 247-0779 (cell) 

(225) 346-3045 (fax) 


School of mission logo contest announced 


The Louisiana Conference of the United 
Methodist Women is proud to be host to 
the 2009 West Gulf Regional School of 
Mission. The school will be held on the 
campus of Dillard University, New 
Orleans, on June 25th through June 28th, 
2009. 

We invite all artists in our conference to 
participate in the annual contest by draw¬ 
ing a logo design to depict the theme for 
the 2009 West Gulf Regional School. The 
theme this year is “Together at the Table.” 
The winning logo will be used on the cover 
of the school’s program book(s) throughout 
the West Gulf Region. We have had excel¬ 
lent entries in the past with several entries 


being in the run-off for winners. 

The deadline to submit your logo/design 
is Lebruary 15, 2009. The guidelines are 
listed on the Entry Lorm which can be 
found on the conference website under 
laity/UM Women. The website is www.la- 
umc.org 

Thank you for your interest and partici¬ 
pation. Please send contest entries to: 
Dorothy Kimball, 

West Gulf Regional Team 
Conference Representative; 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Louisiana Conference UMW 
3140 Nature Drive 
Marrero, LA 70072 
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UMW Conference Award and Report Due Dates 
Education and Interpretation: 

Mission Study and Mission Today reports (due August 1) 

Membership, Nurture, Outreach: 

UMW Sunday reports ASAP after your event. Include 
pictures, copies of programs, summary articles, etc. 

2008 Counting Membership reports (due February 28) 
Women in Mission Nominees (due June 1) 

Estelle Dameron Scholarship, youth and adult 
(due June 1) 

*Only first-time attendees to SCM are eligible for this 
award. 

Program Resources: 

Reading Program reports (due August 1) 

Social Action: 

Charter for Racial Justice (due June 1) 



qi QAJ 

As your units and districts 
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your District Membership 
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POSSIBLE after your services. 


UMW Publication Deadlines 

This newsletter insert is published four times a year 
in the Louisiana Now! Upcoming due dates for arti¬ 
cles/news are: 

May newsletter (Due March 26) 

August newsletter (Due July 9) 

November newsletter (Due Oct. 8) 

All UMW articles and news stories are welcome. 

Send all articles to: 

Lana P. Lathan 

131 Ogden Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5013 

E-Mail address: lathan131@bellsouth.net 

Phone: 

(225) 383-4380(home) 

(225) 247-0779 (cell) 

(225) 346-3045 (fax) 


WE ARE PROUD TO BE MISSION TODAY UNITS 

Acadiana District: Mason UMC, First UMC - Lafayette 

Alexandria District: GOLD UNITS - First UMC - Pineville, 
Palestine , Sevier Memorial , Nolley Memorial . 

SILVER UNITS - Pleasant Grove, Trinity 

Baton Rouge District: GOLD UNITS - Asburv. Blackwater, 
Broadmoor, Camphor, Hammond First, Ingleside, Ponchatoula, St. 
John’s, Walker, Wesley 

SILVER UNITS - Francis Asbury, Wesley Chapel 

Lake Charles District: GOLD UNITS - Lake Charles First, 
Oakdale First, St. Luke - Simpson, Lake Charles University, 
Wesley, Westlake 
SILVER UNITS - Oakdale 

MONROE: GOLD UNITS - Epp’s, Monroe First, McGuire, 
Memorial, Tallulah, Trinity, Wesley 
SILVER UNITS - Bastrop First 

NEW ORLEANS: Boynton, LaPlace First, Fitzgerald, Hartzell, 
Munholland, St. Matthew Algiers, St. Paul’s, St. Timothy, Thirkield 

SHREVEPORT DISTRICT: GOLD UNTTS - Barksdale, Benton, 
Fellowship, Bossier City First, 

Shreveport First, First UMC/Wesley Chapel, Gibsland/Oakgrove, 
Noel, North Highlands, Plain Dealing, Shady Grove, Summer 
Grove, Wesley 

SILVER UNITS - Acadia. Haynesville 

Please be a part of making this list Grow by adding your unit to the 
award recipients!! You Can Do It! 

Local units may contact your District Education & 
Interpretation Coordinator for Mission Today forms and for 

assistance. 

Tillie Shows, 

Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women 


2009 Conference UMW 
Calendar of Upcoming Events 


Jan. 25 

United Methodist Women Sunday 

Feb. 19 

Midyear Executive Committee Meeting 

Feb. 20-21 

UMW Spiritual Retreat 

March 21 

Concurrent Finance, Membership and 
Nominations Committee 

July 21 

Conference UMW Executive 

Committee Meeting 

July 22-25 

Conference UMW School of Christian 
Mission 

Sept. 17 

UMW Executive Committee Meeting 

Sept. 18-19 

Combined Annual Meeting and DELT 
(in New Orleans) 

Nov. 21 

Program, School of Christian Mission 
Committees 
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Oratorical Contest Announced 

Mt. Zion and St. Paul United Methodist Churches in Clinton 
are sponsoring an “Oratorical” Contest 
(an African-American Historical Speech Contest) 

Feb. 14-15 

Third through twelfth graders are eligible to enter. 

Winners will be awarded monetary awards, 
trophies, certificates and medals. 

The deadline for entering is Jan. 31, 2009. 

For more details contact 
Muriel Laws at (225) 573-0046. 


New online web ministry course offered 


United Methodist Communications is 
pleased to announce the start of a new, free 
online course. What Is Web Ministry? is a 
self-directed, five-part online course 
designed to provide foundational informa¬ 
tion and the biblical and theological basis 
for developing a Web ministry for the local 
church. This is the first in a new Web 
Ministry series of online courses that will 
prepare you to create and maintain a 
dynamic Web ministry. To learn more or to 
register for this online course, visit our 


Web ministry website. 

The Web Ministry series of online 
courses is offered by The United Methodist 
Church and provided by United Methodist 
Communications. For more information, 
contact Cheryl A. Hemmerle toll-free at 
(888) 278-4862 or send an email to train- 
ing@umcom.org. To learn more about this 
and other Web ministry training events, 
online courses, and networking opportuni¬ 
ties, visit our Web ministry website. 


Communicator chosen 

Robin Williams, communications 
director for Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Bossier City, is among 23 
persons selected by United Methodist 
Communications to serve as a national 
trainer for Web Ministry training events, 
online courses and networking forums 
in 2009. “These trainers represent the 
best and brightest Web and Internet 
technology practitioners in the denomi¬ 
nation. Each has extensive hands-on 
experience in Web ministry from a local 
church, district, conference, regional, 
general agency or other United 
Methodist Church organization perspec¬ 
tive,” read a news release from 


as web ministry trainer 

UMCOM . 

The group will be leading more than 
12 live training events; three ongoing 
classes and forums; and over 30 cus¬ 
tomized, instructor-led online courses in 
Web ministry that will empower learn¬ 
ers to launch a website with many Web 
ministry components in as little as four 
months. 

Selected from more than 100 appli¬ 
cations, the national trainers will work 
together with Cheryl A. Hemmerle, 
Technical Training Specialist for United 
Methodist Communications and other 
Web and Internet technology staff. 


Camphor Memorial UMC to host workshop 


Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge is hosting a work¬ 
shop and discussion of DVDs from the 
2009 Convocation for Pastors of Black 
Churches held recently in Houston, Tex. 
The event is scheduled for Tuesday, 

Feb, 10 from 12 noon-1:45 p.m. 

The public is also invited to Camphor 
Memorial’s three-night “Revival Time,” 


featuring Corey Hill (a Young Adult from 
Camphor/Southem University) on Monday, 
Feb. 9; and Rev. Willie Laws, Southern 
University chaplain and pastor of Scott 
UMC on Tuesday, Feb. 10 and Wednesday, 
Feb.ll. 

Camphor is located at 8742 Scenic 
Highway, Baton Rouge, La. 


Prison Chapel offering set for Feb. 1 


The Louisiana Conference of The 
United Methodist Church has been the 
most faithful resource of the Louisiana 
Prison Chapel Foundation. In 2008, 

$18,000 was donated by conference 
churches towards the building of the chapel 
at Louisiana Correctional Institute for 
Women. United Methodists are leading the 
way in efforts to provide a place of wor¬ 


ship for all inmates in Louisiana prisons. 

The 2009 offering for the La. Prison 
Chapel Foundation will be received on 
Sunday, Feb. 1 in all local churches. 
Offering envelopes are available by con¬ 
tacting the La. Prison Chapel Foundation 
office at (225) 346-1646, ext. 242 or email 
lpcf@chapels.org 


Igniting Ministry training slated for March 13-14 


The Louisiana Annual Conference will 
be hosting an Igniting Ministry training on 
March 13-14, 2009 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. 

The day long training on Saturday, 
March 14 is open to all churches in the 
conference. There will be three tracks 
offered, including Beginning Welcoming 
and two additional advanced tracks for 
churches that have participated in the 
Beginning track already. 

The cost of Saturday’s training is $40. 
Each person from a church will be charged 
an additional $10 for lunch. 

National trainers will be conducting the 
event, which promises to inspire local 
churches to put their best foot forward in 


becoming a more welcoming congregation. 
Church representatives who participate in 
the training can bring these exciting ideas 
back home to share in Sunday School 
classes and from the pulpit. 

On Friday, March 13, the national train¬ 
ers will lead a “train the trainer” compo¬ 
nent. These persons will serve as Igniting 
Ministry trainers within their respective 
districts. 

Those interested in knowing more about 
the Friday component should contact Betty 
Backstrom, Communications Director, at 
(225) 346-1646 or lanow@bellsouth.net 

Register at Louisiana Rethink Training 
https ://www. 12 3 signup, com/e vent?id=zmy 
pm 


The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness presents 

Rekindling an Old Flame: Reclaiming Your Creativity in Preaching 
with Dr. Alyce McKenzie 

Conducted through tele-conversations Feb 3, 10, and 17 and March 3 

Cost: $50 

The Academy for Spiritual Leadership and the La. Annual Conference presents 

The Discerners Academy 

March 13-15 
The Wesley Center 

Featuring Dr. Laceye C. Warner, retreat leader and 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson 

Open to those who are college-age and above 

Cost: $27 for students; $77 for adults 

For information or to register, contact 
Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or lindagregg@bellsouth.net 


Umpact, from page 1 

The resolution before the called session 
will be to approve a conference-wide pro¬ 
gram for property and liability insurance 
through UMPACT. If passed, all church 
properties and all liability insurance on the 
churches in the Conference will be covered 
by UMPACT. 

All churches will have received 
UMPACT premium quote and coverage 
information prior to the district meeting. 
There will be representatives from the 
UMPACT general offices and our 
Louisiana administrator for the program 


present at the meeting to answer questions 
for clarification. 

The pre-session meetings will be held as 
follows: New Orleans, Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 
6:30 p.m., Cornerstone UMC; Shreveport, 
Wednesday, Feb. 4 at 6:30 p.m., First UMC 
in Shreveport; Monroe, Thursday, Feb. 5 at 
6:30 p.m., TBA; Alexandria, Friday, Feb. 6 
at 6:30 p.m., The Wesley Center; Lake 
Charles, Saturday, Feb. 7 at 10 a.m., 
University UMC; Acadiana, Saturday, Feb. 
7 at 3 p.m., Covenant UMC in Lafayette; 
and Baton Rouge, Sunday, Feb.8 at 3 p.m., 
First UMC in Denham Springs. 


A Concert to celebrate the 175 anniversary 
of First United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge, La. 

Sunday, February 15, 2009 
4 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge 

Featuring the combined Chancel Choirs from the following 
Baton Rouge United Methodist churches: 

Broadmoor, First, and University 

The orchestra, chorus and soloists will be under the direction 
of Lamar Drummonds, Director of Music and Worship, 

First UMC 

A voluntary offering will be taken to benefit the Bishop William 
Hutchinson Endowed Scholarship at Centenary College. To con¬ 
tribute to the scholarship, send contributions to First United 
Methodist Church, Baton Rouge or Centenary College. 
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Methodist minister delivered benediction at presidential inauguration 


The Rev. Joseph E. Lowery said he had 
some hints he might be the pastor to give 
the benediction at the inauguration of presi¬ 
dent-elect Barak Obama. 

But the cell phone call still took him by 
surprise. 

“He (Obama) called me on my cell and 
left a voice message,” he said. “When I 
called him back, I asked to speak to the 
44th president of the United States and he 
answered, ‘Brother Lowery, I think that 
would be me.’ We both laughed.” 

After joking with Obama for a moment, 
Lowery said he had to pause to catch his 
breath. “Suddenly, I remembered I was 
speaking to the 44th president.” He said the 
thought of speaking to the first African 
American elected as president was over¬ 
whelming. 

Lowery, 87, a well-known civil rights 
leader who was a friend of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., delivered a two-minute 
prayer during Obama’s inauguration. 

“They told me I would be able to look 
out and see the Lincoln Memorial where 
Martin Luther King Jr. gave his T Have a 
Dream’ speech.” I said, “I am going to pray 
with my eyes open because I know I will 
see Martin smiling at us,” he said. 


Lowery said as he was fighting for the 
rights for African Americans to vote more 
than 40 years ago, he never dreamed he 
would actually see the day when an 
African American would become president. 

“We used to say, ‘Someday an African 
American will be president,’ but we never 
thought it would happen in our lifetimes.” 

He added he never imagined he would 
be taking part in the inauguration. 

Obama’s election is the first step to see¬ 
ing King’s dream fulfilled, he said. 

“I am not so concerned about what I 
will say as I am whether I will be able to 
get through it. It is going to be so emotion¬ 
al,” he said. 

Lowery co-founded the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference with King 
in 1957. King named him chairman of the 
delegation to take demands of the Selma- 
to-Montgomery March in 1965 to Alabama 
Gov. George Wallace. Wallace had ordered 
the marchers beaten—an episode that 
became known as “Bloody Sunday”—but 
apologized to Lowery in 1995 as the civil 
rights pioneer led the 30th anniversary re¬ 
enactment of the historic march that led to 
the passage of the Voting Rights Act. 

As a United Methodist minister, Lowery 


was elected a delegate to 
three General Conferences 
and presided over an annu¬ 
al conference as acting 
bishop in 1966. His 
prophetic voice was instru¬ 
mental in moving the 
church toward the goal of 
inclusiveness. He served as 
pastor of United Methodist 
churches in Mobile and 
Birmingham, Ala., and 
Atlanta, where he led 
Central Church for 18 
years. 

Lor more information 
on the inauguration of our 
44th president, and the role 
that United Methodists will 
be playing in the leadership 
of our country, visit the 
United Methodist general 
website at www.umc.org 

Also, readers can find 
stories on Martin Luther 
King Day and events sur¬ 
rounding this national holi¬ 
day. 



Rev. Joseph E. Lowery, a United Methodist minister 
and civil rights leader, delivered the benediction at this 
week’s presidential inauguration. 


Africa University, from page i 

cholera does not infect the university’s 
1300 students while they are on campus, 
he said, but cautioned that the university 
does not have control over students who 
travel to infected areas. 

“To say that these are challenging times 
for Zimbabwe, and particularly, for higher 
education institutions operating in this 
country, seems an almost ridiculous under¬ 
standing of the reality in which we find 
ourselves,” Tagwira told the members of 
the university’s board of directors during 
their Dec. 3-6 meeting in Mutare. 

Africa University, though weakened by 
the economic and hyperinflation environ¬ 
ment, is one of only three private universi¬ 
ties of the 12 universities in the country 
that are open and operating “with any sem¬ 
blance of normality,” he reported. 

In the fall of 2008, Tagwira, and Bishop 
Nkulu Ntanda Ntambo, outgoing chancel¬ 
lor and president of the board of directors, 
issued letters for financial support to The 
United Methodist Church and constituen¬ 
cies of Africa University. The letters urged 
churches to pay 100 percent to the Africa 
University Fund. 

“The Church has responded to those 
appeals, said Lloyd Rollins, director of 
development for the university. “A huge 
thank you goes out to the Louisiana 
Conference and the connection for keeping 
the faith.” 

Rollins added that observers should 
ponder upon the situation in Zimbabwe, 
and what it would be like if Africa 
University was not in existence. “The 
school is a resource well of information 
and knowledge. Africa University is a con¬ 
stant glimmer of hope to the country. It is 
not just an institution ... it is a ministry of 
The United Methodist Church. Students go 
to class every day and, so far, the faculty 
and staff haven’t missed a pay day.” 

In the midst of difficulty, the university 
has awarded more than $1.2 million in 
U.S. dollars in scholarships and financial 
aid to 430 students this academic year. 


2009 African American Pastors Retreat: 
Church Stewardship and Personal Finances 


O ne of the top three challenges identified 
in 2008 in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference among African American 
pastors is stewardship-human and financial 
resources. In response, the theme of this year’s 
African American Pastors Retreat is church 
stewardship and personal finances. Retreat 
attendees will: 

• Engage in a new paradigm for stewardship 
in African American congregations 

• Discuss the Louisiana Conference Strategic 
Plan regarding African American pastors 
with the Bishop 

• Receive Rev. Amerson’s latest book as a gift 
• Explore their personal financial goals 


Sponsored by 




Rev. Melvin Amerson 

Guest Speaker and 
Nationally Recognized 
Stewardship Consultant 


Additional presenters include: 

• Bishop William Hutchinson 
Louisiana Annual Conference 

• Rob Fairly, President 

United Methodist Foundation of LA 

• Ron Coleman, Representative 
General Board of Pension 

February 15-16, 2009 
The Wesley Conference Center 
Woodworth, Louisiana 
Registration Fee: $25 
Meals and Housing On Your Own 

C9SS53 

To register, contact: 

Office of Multicultural Ministries 
Louisiana Annual Conference 
Phone: (225) 346-1646 
Email: marthaorphe@la-umc.org 
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For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 


www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 

at (225) 346-5193 



Mt. Sequoyah / 3 



UMW Sunday / 3 



Henning Mem UMC / 4 
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Rethink Church/Igniting Ministry training March 14 


Plan to attend “Rethink Church” train¬ 
ing, to be held March 13-14, 2009 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

In our day-long training experiences, 
you will begin to Rethink Church and 
OPEN hearts, minds and doors. These 
interactive, high-energy sessions will help 


you begin to plan how your congregation 
can more effectively communicate with— 
and meet the needs and interests of—peo¬ 
ple under age 40. 

The day long training on Saturday, 
March 14 is open to all churches in the 
conference. There will be three tracks 


offered, including “Welcome,” “Connect” 
and “Identity.” 

The cost of Saturday’s training is $40. 
Each person from a church will be charged 
an additional $10 for lunch. 

See Rethink Church, page 8 


Mission to India 



A LAVIM team consisting of members of the McNeese State University’s Wesley Foundation joined others on a mission 
to India in December of last year. The group spent five days at the Warne Baby Fold, a ministry for orphans and hard¬ 
ship cases. Team members participated in a ceremonial foot washing with local children. 


McNeese Wesley LAVIM team serves in India 


BY REV. DAWN YOUNG 

On Dec. 26, 2008, Christmas “visions 
of sugarplums” were exchanged for 
boarding passes for 14 college aged 
young people and three “older” adult 
leaders who departed from Houston for a 
LAVIM mission to India. The young 
people, the majority from McNeese State 
University’s Wesley Foundation, were 
joined by those from other educational 
institutions in South Louisiana, and led 
by Rev. Angela Bulhof, director of the 
Wesley Foundation. The group was 
international in its intent and in its make¬ 
up. Members were from the U.S., 


Jamaica, Ecuador, and Peru. These stu¬ 
dents had committed to spending the 
majority of their winter break on the sub¬ 
continent of India involved in two mis¬ 
sion venues and extensive cultural 
enrichment and exchange. The 17 were 
joined by Carlos and Saroj Welch - for¬ 
mer missionaries to India and members 
of the La. Annual Conference - upon 
arrival at Delhi, and together these 19 
embarked on this journey. 

The team spent the first half day in 
Delhi, and then boarded a train to 
Bareilly where they spent five days at the 
Indian Methodist Wame Baby Fold. The 


Baby Fold ministry was begun by the 
Women’s Division of the Methodist 
Church in 1919 as a division of Clara 
Swain Hospital. Today it continues to 
“provide a Christian home” and educa¬ 
tion and training for orphans, semi¬ 
orphans and hardship cases as well as 
offer pre-natal and child care classes to 
young mothers. LAVIM began its rela¬ 
tionship with Clara Swain and the Baby 
Fold over five years ago and this vital 
ministry continues to draw volunteers 
and develop new passions for mission 
each year. 

See India, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

A New Heart for a New Day 


I love valentines! In fact, as a child 
Valentine’s Day was one of my favorite 
“holidays” to celebrate. I couldn’t wait 
to see the “Valentine Box” at the front of 
the classroom and know that I could put 
all my notes of love and support for my 
classmates in that box. It was also mean¬ 
ingful to know that there would be some 
of those wonderful cards for me when 
the day of distribution came. 

Two valentines came in the mail on 
Saturday and I could hardly wait to open 
them. I had poured myself a bowl of 
cereal for lunch when the mail was sort¬ 
ed and I stood there over my open cereal 
opening the two special cards. I thought 
I saw something fall from one envelope 
and as I opened it further one of those lit¬ 
tle red hearts that had been placed in the 
card hit the counter. I looked around 
carefully and thought I had gotten all the 
scattered hearts and I sat down to eat my 
cereal and read the cards. It was then 
that I noticed a glint of red among the 
wheat flakes! I fished it out. Then 
another glint of red appeared! I fished it 
out. Not seeing any more, I ate the cere¬ 
al. It just could be I ended up ingesting 
red hearts. 

As I sat there eating and savoring the 
messages of love (and maybe some con¬ 
fetti hearts!), I thought of the new thrust 
for ministry that is being set forth by the 
church. That new message is “Rethink 
Church.” It is a follow-up program to 
“Open hearts. Open Minds. Open 
Doors.” It is a program where the modi¬ 
fier “open” is being changed to a verb. 
Now the emphasis is “OPEN hearts. 
OPEN minds. OPEN doors.” In other 
words, it is now time for us to think of 
ourselves as people who are about 
“opening” the hearts, minds and doors of 
our churches. 

No longer are we to assume that our 
churches are open in all ways. That is an 
assumption that has been proven to be 
short of realistic. But with this new 
emphasis we are being admonished to be 
active in making real what we have pro¬ 
claimed in the national media and on 
signs posted on our doors. Figuratively, 
now is the time for us to ingest the heart 
of the gospel and become the people God 
created us to be - active proponents of 
openness that welcomes ALL of God’s 
people into our congregations. If anyone 
has difficulty entering one of our church¬ 
es, then we should take it upon ourselves 
to get rid of the barriers that would hold 
them outside and OPEN the doors. 

Two of the most moving services of 
worship I have attended in a long time 
have happened in the last few weeks. 
Both of them were in churches in New 
Orleans where the old way of doing 
things was washed away with Katrina 
and the new is upon them. Both of these 
churches - St. Mark’s and First-Grace - 


are truly “new” and 
are living entities 
that are open to all. 
St. Mark’s is now a 
church filled to 
standing room only 
of mostly homeless 
people from the 
New Orleans streets. 
It was a moving 
experience to wor¬ 
ship among these 
children of God, who welcomed me to 
“their church” with a warm genuineness 
that was a welcomed new day. St. Mark’s 
unique worship order made it possible 
for everyone to be actively involved in 
every aspect of the service. What a 
beautiful morning! 

First-Grace is now a congregation 
filled with many ethnicities and a wor¬ 
ship experience that is electric! Because 
of language differences, a Hispanic mis¬ 
sionary translates services into Spanish 
as the Anglo preacher preaches. An 
African-American musician who is 
nationally renowned directs music and it 
is exceptional. When that service is in 
full swing, it rocks! All happens in a 
church building that represents a past that 
would not have allowed for such an 
openness, but the church has “rethunk” 
who it is and is a new and very alive 
being in Christ. Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow! 

Having experienced these two wor¬ 
ship settings, it is clear to me that we can 
open our hearts, minds and doors! It is 
clear to me that we can “Rethink 
Church” and emerge as a much more 
genuine representation of the Body of 
Christ. It is clear that we can feast on the 
heart of God and when we do we will 
open our hearts, minds and doors in a 
much more genuine way. 

Happy Valentine’s to all of you! I 
wish I had a great big box in which I 
could place cards of love and respect for 
each one of you. I’d like to be there 
when you open that card and read how 
much you mean to me and how much 
more you mean to God! And I would 
pray that as each of you comes to know 
how much you are loved that you would 
in turn rethink yourself and your church 
and see just how much you can be an 
“opener” of God’s love and grace to oth¬ 
ers! Let’s “Rethink Church” together as 
we continue to perfect what it means to 
be the living Body of Christ. 

In Christ’s love, 


fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


A message from the LAUMC Children’s Home President 


What a year of 
mixed blessings 2008 
has been. It is certain¬ 
ly a year for the histo¬ 
ry books as far as 
Louisiana United 
Methodist Children 
and Family Services is 
concerned. 

The date of Feb. 

18, 2008 records the Terrel J. DeVille 
completion of the tran¬ 
sition of the Methodist Home for Children 
of New Orleans from Washington Street 
in New Orleans to the Methodist Home 
for Children of Greater New Orleans at 
23515 Hwy 190, Mandeville, La. The 
mixed blessing being that two separate 
ministries became one while it was no 
longer possible for the one to continue. In 
fact, in becoming one, the wholeness that 
resulted will be an even greater blessing 
for countless children and families that 
will benefit from the new history being 
created. 

The entire year of 2008 was a time 
when the wilderness of the Outdoor 
Wilderness Learning Center was trans¬ 
ferred to a natural gas production field. 
With a drilling site every 40 acres, the 
roadways and pipeline right -of-ways, 
that campus has undergone a major 
change. The revenue generated from the 
compensation for the right-of-ways, 
drilling sites and timber were indeed wel¬ 
come during a year of such dire financial 
uncertainty. Yet the campus has been 
changed forever. The willingness of the 


drilling company to compromise on the 
location of the drilling pads and right-of- 
ways was a blessing allowing us to main¬ 
tain programming integrity of the facili¬ 
ties. Of the 22 wells drilled, the home has 
rights to a fraction of the production of six 
of those wells. The other 16 we realize no 
additional revenue benefits. Many of our 
friends believe that we are flushed in rev¬ 
enues. The truth is the royalty rights were 
sold in the late 40’s and production was 
kept alive throughout the years resulting 
in no royalty benefits to us for most of the 
new drilling. Someday production will 
cease and the wilderness will be 
reclaimed. 

Hurricanes Gustav and Ike did come 
through our state, ravaging resources and 
destroying much of the recovery from 
Katrina and Rita. Our donor base once 
again has been impacted, and yet in spite 
of that and the other economic factors that 
have seemingly exploded on us these last 
several months, we are on track to almost 
match our annual donations required to 
remain at current level of services. We 
pray for God’s blessings on 2009 that we 
will be able to weather this historical 
storm and be able to respond to the chil¬ 
dren who need the safety and security of 
our care. 

“God’s Will Be Done,” may all we do 
be in “His Honor.” We trust our partners 
in ministry will continue to help our spe¬ 
cial children. 

In His Service 

Terrel J. DeVille 

President / CEO LUMCFS, Inc. 



Mount Sequoyah SCJ Work Week slated March 30-April 5 


The next SCJ UM Volunteers in 
Mission Work Week at Mount Sequoyah 
is slated for March 30-April 5. Mount 
Sequoyah, located near downtown 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, serves as the con¬ 
ference center for the South Central 
Jurisdiction (SCJ) of The United 
Methodist Church. 

Volunteers will repair buildings, clean 
windows, seal decks, and beautify the 
grounds. Carpentry, dry wall, mainte¬ 


nance, sewing, cleaning and painting 
skills are needed. 

The week begins with dinner on 
Monday, March 30 and continues 
through breakfast on Friday. The 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
will enjoy a Friday afternoon of sight¬ 
seeing before departing on Saturday 
morning. 

Each day begins with a morning devo- 

See Sequoyah, page 5 
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Mount Sequoyah hit hard by ice storms,recovery underway 




Mt. Sequoyah Conference and Retreat 
Center in Fayetteville, Ark. is slowly recov¬ 
ering from a destructive ice storm that 
slammed a four state area on Jan. 27. 

Close to two inches of ice accumulated 
on every branch and limb of the nearly 
2,000 trees growing on the 32 acre campus, 
which serves as a conference and retreat 
center for the South Central Jurisdiction of 
The United Methodist Church. 

“On our first damage inspection, we 
noted that almost every tree was topped, 


split, or has lost limbs,” said John Altland, 
who serves with his wife Sheri as part of 
Mt. Sequoyah’s executive team. 

Five power lines were downed and four 
transformers exploded during the icy storm. 
Fortunately, all but one auxiliary line is 
restored and power is restored after five 
days of being without electricity,” said 
Sheri Altland. 

Fifteen buildings of 43 located on the 
Mt. Sequoyah campus have damage, with 
four suffering major damage. “Basically, 


these heavy limbs coated with two inches 
of ice came crashing through roofs, causing 
the worst of it,” said John. Those structures 
hardest hit were Miller Lodge (the Center’s 
youth retreat building), Cate Administration 
Building, Two Oaks Cottage and Galloway 
Cottage. 

Six buildings have significant exterior 
damage and 10 other buildings have roof 
damage and ceiling leaks, including the 
Louisiana Cottage. 

To date, six chain saw teams from three 



different states have rushed to assist the 
staff of Mt. Sequoyah as they work to 
restore full operations. “It will take months 
to finish the job. We need more teams to 
clean up. And we will need teams and 
donations to repair the damage done by the 
storm,” said John Altland, who was opti¬ 
mistic about the progress made so far. “We 
are expecting 150 clergy next week at the 
New Church Institute. We have cleared 
roads and enough problems areas and have 
enough housing to receive them.” 


UMW Sunday celebrated Jan 25 



An unidentified UMW member, Kathleen Conrad, Edna Brown Hickman, Rev. 
Connie Saizon and Jessie Rushing are shown at Hughes UMC on UMW Sunday. 


Cornerstone United Methodist Church 
in New Orleans—along with many local 
churches throughout the Louisiana 
Conference—celebrated United Methodist 
Women Sunday on Jan. 25. Worshippers 
listened to guest speaker Dr. Angelique 
Williams from Hartzell UMC present 
“Resurrection Women: Living Simply to 
Resurrect the Earth.” 

Dr. Williams spoke about three women 
of the Bible, including Rahab, Ruth, and 
the women who was healed by touching 
the edge of Jesus’ garment. 

Judy Willis served as guest speaker at 
Bayou Blue UMC in Houma. During the 
service, Vemis Crochet was presented with 
a Special Mission Recognition pin. “Miss” 
Vemis, as they call her, has been a member 
of UMW for over 67 years and is 85 years 
young! She was sent to MacDonald 


Children’s home when she was eight years 
old to live there. “Miss” Vemis has been 
an active member of UMW since she was 
18. 

Hughes United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge also celebrated United 
Methodist Women Sunday on Jan. 25. 
Guest speaker Edna Hickman, conference 
UMW president, spoke on the theme “Live 
Simply to Resurrect the Earth.” The 
speaker was Conference President Edna 
Hickman. Also in attendance was 
Kathleen Conrad, Director with Women’s 
Division and first lady of St. Mark United 
Methodist Church in Lafayette . Jesse 
Rushing, a long time faithful United 
Methodist Women was recognized for her 
outstanding and faithful service to mission 
and to the United Methodist Women. 


The Discerners Academy 
March 13-15, 2009 

The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La 


Dr. Laceye C. Warner, Retreat Leader 

Duke Divinity School - Durham, NC 
Accomplished Author and Speaker 
Assistant Professor of the Practice of Evangelism and Methodist Studies, 
Promoter of Diversity and Inclusiveness within the United Methodist Church 
Royce and Jane Reynolds Teaching Fellow at Duke University Divinity School 

Am I hearing a call to ordained ministry? 

What does God want me to do next? 

How do I choose a seminary? 

Who will guide me through the process? 

Retreat Leadership includes: 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
Louisiana Conference District Superintendents 
Ordained Deacons and Elders 

Representatives from United Methodist Schools of Theology 

OPEN TO COLLEGE-AGE AND ABOVE 
$27 for students and $77 for adults 

For additional information on registration, contact: 

Linda Gregg 

225-346-1646 lindagregg@la-umc.org 

Register online at www.la-umc.org. 

Select Spiritual Formation from the menu, and follow the links to the 
Discerners Academy. 
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Henning Memorial UMC 


Henning Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Sulphur is working on funding a 
water project in Makoni Buhera, 
Zimbabwe. 

Out of four locations that need help, 
Henning Memorial UMC has chosen Clare 
Secondary School, a mission school that 
The United Methodist Church is construct¬ 
ing. A borehole—which will produce sav¬ 


ings on electricity and water charges— is 
needed for the school. 

The projects, which is estimated to cost 
$15,000, will provide clean water to the 
children and the surrounding community. 

Through correspondence with Rev. 
Quissico with the General Board of Global 
Ministries, it is anticipated that the project 
will be completed in the near future. 



Baton Rouge district Habitat build 


The completed home for the annual 
Baton Rouge District Habitat project was 
dedicated Jan. 24. Homeowner Nicole 
Ross and her six sons were active partici¬ 
pants in the home build. Ross was present¬ 
ed a Bible, a key chain and a commemora¬ 
tive plaque by pastors and staff from First 
United Methodist and Broadmoor UMC, 
Baton Rouge. The group prayed together 
and laid hands on the home as they said the 
Lord’s Prayer. “With grateful tears, Nicole 


shared that she had come from homeless¬ 
ness to a battered women’s shelter . . . and 
never thought the day would come when 
she and her sons would own their own 
home,” wrote Rev. Ginny Allen, 

Broadmoor UMC. A total of 14 churches in 
the Baton Rouge District participated in the 
project. Meadows Chapel UMC in 
Prairieville was a first-time participant in 
the build. Broadmoor Missions provided 
one-third of the cost of the home. 


First UMC - Baton Rouge 


In response to the devastating damage 
in South Louisiana caused by Hurricanes 
Gustav and Ike, First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge has created 
Terrebonne Area Restoration Project 
(TARP). First UMC has participated in 
several mission projects over the last 25 
years and is the creator of Project NOAH, 
a hurricane relief effort that has involved 
over 2,000 people from across the country 
and rebuilt over 30 homes in the New 
Orleans area following Hurricane Katrina. 

TARP provides an opportunity for teens 
aged 14 and older to participate in the 
home repair and restoration of the people 


affected by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike. 
Youth volunteers will commit one week of 
their summer to repair roofs, floors, siding, 
and everything in between. Through their 
efforts, multiple homes in the Terrebonne 
area will be restored this summer. 

TARP volunteers will be hosted at a 
church in the Terrebonne area and will 
work at one of several work sites referred 
by Louisiana Conference Disaster Relief. 
TARP will run for seven weeks this sum¬ 
mer, between June 15 and August 1, 2009. 
TARP is now accepting applications from 
interested youth groups. For more informa¬ 
tion, please visit www.thebluetarp.com. 


Luling UMC 



Rev. Wayne Taylor and members of Luling United Methodist Church came to 
Clanton Chapel Preschool on Dec. 17, 2008 to share Christmas with the 
preschoolers in Dulac. 


Vacherie UMC 



Vacherie United Methodist Church recently served as one of the host churches 
for the Fifth District Youth Group’s Progressive Meal. The annual event was 
attended by approximately 53 youth and started at Mt. Bethel Baptist Church. 
When the group arrived at Vacherie UMC, they were served delicious helpings of 
baked macaroni. Rev. Terry Lindsey is the pastor of Vacherie UMC. 
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A LAVIM team consisting of members of the McNeese State University’s Wesley 
Foundation are shown above in India in December of last year. The group worked 
on the construction of a chapel for the Warne Baby Fold. Members of the team 
are shown, left and right, working with locals during the construction project. 



India, from page 1 

While there, the team led daily Vacation 
Bible School for the children in residence, 
in addition to working on construction 
projects for the improvement of the Baby 
Fold and the construction of the chapel. 

The Baby Fold Chapel is a major emphasis 
of LAVIM for 2008 and 2009. Over 
$25,000 has been raised to provide this 
structure, the only portion of the Baby Fold 
not completed in a 1995 rebuilding by the 
Women’s Division. Another $25,000 is 
being raised in 2009 to complete the con¬ 
struction which includes a stained glass 
window dedicated to the resident children. 


Each day of the mission began with 
worship in the Clara Swain hospital with 
nursing students. Work and VBS periods 
dotted the day’s activities. Both the VBS 
and the construction assignments were 
designed and directed by student leaders 
from the Wesley Foundation. 

From there the team traveled by bus to 
the foothills of the Himalayas to Naini Tal 
and the Sat Tal Christian Ashram, one of 
the first established by E. Stanley Jones. 

At Sat Tal the young people performed 
many maintenance and development 
chores, including painting water towers and 
planting trees and flowers. 


But the mission was not only about 
working, but establishing a better under¬ 
standing of culture and how Methodism is 
utilized in other parts of the world. At the 
Baby Fold the young people and their lead¬ 
ers attended a Christian wedding and 
reception of one of the former residents. 
The young people introduced the newly¬ 
weds to the tradition of a “pounding” by 
hosting a shower at the Baby Fold, where 
the couple was given household goods and 
staple foods from members of the 
Louisiana team. The athletically able 
enjoyed many competitive games of soccer 
and “hacky sack” with the children on 



almost a daily basis. Once the team arrived 
in Sat Tal, they were joined by a team of 
six Indian college age young people and 
their leaders (On the international level of 
the Methodist Church, members are con¬ 
sidered “youth” through the age of 30). 

For the next four days, the Louisiana/ 
Indian team worked and worshiped togeth¬ 
er. They exchanged sweets from their 
countries, and learned cultural dances from 
Latin American and India and amidst the 
abundance of Indian foods there was to be 
found a night of red beans and rice pre¬ 
pared by the LAVIM team. A bonfire was 
the highlight of the exchange. 


Hotels for called session in Pineville 

Sleep Inn @ Suites 

Comfort Inn 

3411 Monroe Hwy 

2001 N Bolton Ave 

Pineville, LA 71360 

Alexandria, LA 71303 

318-640-8505 

318-484-9155 

$78.96 

$80.00 

Baymont Inn & Suites 

Country Inn Suites 

2301 N. MacArthur Dr 

2727 Monroe Hwy 

Alexandria, LA 

Pineville, LA 71360 

318-619-3300 

318-641-8332 

$89.00 

Vary Prices 


Sequoyah, from page 2 
tional and full breakfast. Volunteers are served 
a hearty lunch and dinner. Evenings are filled 
with opportunities for worship, games and fel¬ 
lowship with new friends from around the 
Jurisdiction. 

Archie Corder, a member of St. Matthews 
UMC in Metairie and veteran of several work 
week missions, will serve as team leader. 

Professional or non-professionals in carpen¬ 
try, electrical, plumbing, roofing, drywall and 
painting are sought. “Go-fers”, those who 
enjoy repairing their own homes, weekend 
painters, hobbyists and those who want to 
learn a new skill will also find this mission a 
satisfactory experience. Gardeners will find 
ample opportunity to join in the recreation of 
God’s good earth. 

The fee for participation in this work team 
is $304. A deposit of $75 is due with registra¬ 
tion and full fees are required no later than 


March 10. The mission fee includes LAVIM 
administrative fees, secondary insurance and 
meals while at the mission site, as well as a 
$ 100 construction materials donation. Lodging 
in one of many comfortable facilities is provid¬ 
ed by the conference center at no cost for VIM 
teams. Team members may want to bring extra 
funds for excursions to interesting locations 
and sight-seeing while on the mission as well 
as a visit to the Mount Sequoyah Gift Center 
located on the Mountain. 

The $ 100 construction material donation 
assists the Mountain with the many supplies 
needed for teams to do repairs and is endorsed 
by LAVIM. However, do not allow this request 
to prevent you from coming to Work Week. If 
financially unfeasible at this time, indicate on 
the registration form that you must refrain 
from the donation at this time. 

For more information contact the LAVIM 
office at (225) 346-1646. 


Renewing the church. 
Transforming the world. 

Considering seminary but don't know 
where to look? Answering the call is an 
important decision that takes reflection 
d and prayer. Saint Paul School of Theology 

offers stimulating studies and helps you 
serve God, the church, and the world. 

saintTpaul 

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

Kansas City • Oklahoma City University 

www.spst.edu 1.800.825.0378 

Now Offering Two New Doctor 
of Ministry Tracks 

Children and Poverty (2010) 

Global Health and Wholeness (2011) 

Apply today! Visit www.spst.edu, call 1-800-825-0378, 
or email lead faculty: transformtheworld@spst.edu. 
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Abbeville station of Louisiana UM disaster response ministry closes 


BY BARBARA ABSHIRE 

When Hurricane Rita hit the town of 
Delcambre, Jesus Arriaga and his wife 
Bernice lived in a small two bedroom bun¬ 
galow. 

After Rita hit and destroyed their home, 
Jesus and Bernice moved into an old 
school bus located near a seafood plant, 
where they were able to use the bathroom 
and shower facilities. Eventually, they 
were able to get a FEMA trailer. 

Early on, Jesus and Bernice decided that 
rebuilding their home would be best for 
them and that it should be on a mound of 
dirt, big enough to withstand the rising 
waters of the coast. They turned to the La. 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church disaster response ministry for help. 

After one year, working with the little 
FEMA money he had received and with 


help from local agencies, Jesus was able to 
collect the $13,000 needed to purchase the 
dirt to begin the process of rebuilding. 
Unfortunately, having no home was not the 
worst of their problems. In May of 2007, 
Bernice was hospitalized. Sadly, she died 
that June. Jesus, working through this diffi¬ 
cult time with the case manager and a 
VO A/Louisiana Spirit worker, decided to 
continue the recovery plan he and Bernice 
had originally set. With limited Road 
Home funds, the case manager working 
with the La. Conference disaster response 
ministry contacted partners in recovery to 
ask for help. Volunteers began work on the 
interior ceilings, walls, and floors, turning a 
storage building into a real home for Jesus. 

The last volunteer group, from the 
Memphis Conference of the UMC, was 
putting on the finishing touches to com¬ 


plete the work of the home began two and 
a half years before, when another hurri¬ 
cane, Gustav, blew in. The FEMA trailer 
Jesus was living in flooded. He lost more 
of his belongings, and his new home was 
damaged. In December, the determined 
Memphis team returned to repair the dam¬ 
age and finish his home. Throughout the 
now three years of recovery efforts, Jesus 
gives thanks to God, to the volunteers, and 
to all of the partners of recovery. 

Jesus’ story is one of many from the 
Abbeville Station of the La. Conference 
disaster response ministry. 

The work of the Abbeville Station 
began long before Hurricane Rita. In 
October of 2002, a hurricane by the name 
of Lilly hit the area. Sarah Schoeffler, an 
active United Methodist volunteer in 
Lafayette, had been busy helping to muck 


out houses when she telephoned the Bishop 
and let him know that she was willing to 
take charge of a station. The station, based 
at First UMC in Lafayette, hired an admin¬ 
istrative assistant and several case man¬ 
agers. Volunteers came from all over the 
country to help. Abbeville UMC became a 
point of direction for all volunteer groups, 
as well as the place to feed all the volun¬ 
teers, being centrally located and because 
most of the work to be done was in 
Vermilion Parish. 

On Sept. 24, Hurricane Rita hit the Gulf 
Coast, devastating many of the same areas. 
The very next day, Rev. John Vining was 
surprised to answer a knock on his door 
and see Don Cottrill, Bishop Hutchinson, 
and Tom Hazelwood of UMCOR, asking 
what they could do to help. At a meeting 

See Abbeville, page 8 



National United Methodist Campers of Louisiana (Chapter 15) donated 
Christmas presents in December to be given to pediatric patients at St. James 
Parish Hospital. Pictured, left to right, above are Bonnie B. Bush; Rachel 
Becnel, director of Business Development for St. James Parish Hospital; and 
Paul E. Bush. 


Christian Formation Conference 
March 5-7 

For Lay and Clergy! 

What is Christian Formation? 

Why is it important? 

How can it transform and empower a congregation? 

Plenary talks, workshops and breakout sessions on personal and congregation¬ 
al soul care will focus on Christian formation and the integration of learning and 
spiritual practice. Come learn more about the labyrinth, lectio divina, prayer sta¬ 
tions, spiritual direction, prayer ministries, men’s ministry, Christian formation 
for the family, the art of storytelling, spirituality and the arts and more! Help your 
congregation think holistically about congregational leadership and leadership 

training. 

The Conference is co-hosted by the Christian Leadership Center at Centenary 
College, First United Methodist Church of Baton Rouge and First United 
Methodist Church of Shreveport. Wendy Miller, noted author and spiritual direc¬ 
tor, will be the keynote speaker. Conference provides CEU credit. 

Where: Centenary College Campus in Shreveport, La. 

When: Registration is 5-7 p.m. on March 5. Conference concludes on 

March 7 at 1 p.m. 

Cost: $125 per person on or before Feb.16; $145 after Feb. 16 

For more information (conference schedule, recommended hotels, regis¬ 
tration form etc.) see www.centenary.edu/clc/formation or contact the 
Leadership Center at (318) 869-5156 


La. Conference 

The conference is sponsoring a special 
Mission Day on June 9 during the 2009 La. 
Annual Conference as an outreach to New 
Orleans, which is still in recovery from 
Katrina. 

The registration fee is $35 per person 
and payable to La. UM Disaster Response. 
Please write in the memo section Mission 
Day. The fee covers lunch, supplies and 
transportation. 

Registration must be received through 
the La. UM Disaster Response web site at 
http ://www.laumcstormrelief. com 
Registration and fee is required on or 
before April 30, 2009. (Perkins Alumni 
Group-show your group name in the com¬ 
ment section.) 

As you register, you will be asked to 
select an option. These options are listed 
below. 

ONSITE OPTIONS: 

Project at the Pontchartrain Center 

A box lunch and instructions will be 
provided. All supplies will be onsite. 

Check on your registration form which 
project you would enjoy participating in: 

1. Cleaning Buckets Assembly - 
Standing 


mission day set 

2. Health Kits Assembly - Sitting 

OFFSITE OPTIONS: 

A box lunch and transportation will be 
provided. The tour at 3 p.m. only provides 
transportation. 

Check on your registration form which 
offsite options you desire. 

1. A Mission Tour and Imax Theater 
Presentation - 12:30p.m. 

2. A tour of the disaster area of N. O.— 

3 p.m. 

3. Work at a Home Site. You will work 
from 1-4 p.m. doing rebuild. You will 
need to wear work clothes or change into 
work clothes before going to the site. Your 
work assignment will be given out that day. 

Download, complete and send the 
Participant Liability and Medical 
Release Form to LA UM Disaster 
Response. 

Mail your Registration Check ($35) and 
Liability Medical form to: 

LA UM Disaster Response 
Mission Day 

c/o Rev. Yvonne P. Dayries 
141 N. 6th Street 
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 
225-346-5193 


The Conference Board of Discipleship presents 

“Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” 


March 21, 2009 
Trinity United 
Methodist Church 
1000 West Woodward 
Ruston, La. 

Led by Revs. 
Dawn Young and 
Weldon Bares 


April 18, 2009 
First United Methodist 
Church 
159 Vital St. 
Lafayette, La. 

Led by Revs. 
Clifton Conrad and 
Ann Sutton 


Cost: $20 (covers book and lunch) 

Sign-in from 9-9:30 a.m./ event from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

To register for this study, please send a check for $20 made to Louisiana 
Conference, with your name, address and phone number to: Rhonda Whitley, 
UM Conference Office, 527 North Boulevard., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 

Please specify which study you are planning to attend. We look forward to 
seeing you at one of the studies. 












FEBRUARY 13, 2009 


Louisiana Conference NtJW! 


7 


Conference delegates gather Feb. 28 at La. College in Pineville to consider resolution 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson, resident 
Bishop of the Louisiana Conference, has 
called a special session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference for the purpose of con¬ 
sideration of a conference-wide property 
and liability insurance program. The ses¬ 
sion is slated for Saturday, Feb. 28 at 
Louisiana College in Pineville, La. 
Delegates will gather in the Guinn 
Auditorium, 1140 College Dr., from 10 
a.m.-12 noon. 

Those expected to attend the called ses¬ 
sion are clergy and lay delegates who 
attended the 2008 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference last June in Shreveport, 
La. 

Local church chairpersons of both the 


Board of Trustees and the Finance 
Committee are also invited to this session. 
The resolution before the called session 
will be to approve a conference-wide pro¬ 
gram for property and liability insurance 
through UMPACT. If passed, all church 
properties and all liability insurance on the 
churches in the Conference will be covered 
by UMPACT. 

Those attending the session can use the 
following directions to find Louisiana 
College: 

From 1-49 North (Shreveport) and 
South (Lafayette) 

Take the Pineville Expressway (Exit 84) 
north to the Hwy 107 (Marksville) exit. 
Turn left at the stop sign, travel under the 


overpass, and take an immediate left onto 
the expressway access road. Turn right onto 
the campus between the LC softball field 
and the Healthplex. 

From Hwy 165 North (Monroe) 

Turn left onto Hwy 167 South (Pineville 
Expressway). Take the Hwy 107 
(Marksville) exit and take the first right 
onto campus between the LC softball field 
and Healthplex. 

From Hwy 167 North (Winnfield) 

Take the Hwy 107 (Marksville) exit and 
take the first right onto campus between 
the LC softball field and Healthplex. 

From Hwy 28 East (Jonesville) 

Travel westward on Hwy 28 towards 
Pineville. Upon driving under Pineville 


Expressway (Hwy 167 South), take an 
immediate left onto Hwy 167 South. Take 
the first exit (Hwy 107/ Marksville) and 
turn right between the LC softball field and 
Healthplex. 

From Hwy 28 West (Leesville) 

Travel eastward on Hwy 28 to Mac Arthur 
Drive in Alexandria. Turn left on 
Mac Arthur and travel toward 1-49. Take I- 
49 south (Opelousas exit) to the Pineville 
Expressway (Exit 84). Exit at Hwy 107 
(Marksville). Turn left at the stop sign, 
travel under the overpass, and take an 
immediate left onto the expressway access 
road. Turn right onto the campus between 
the LC softball field and the Healthplex. 


Resolution proposes conference-wide 


LEGISLATIVE ITEM 

Establishment of Conference-wide 
property and liability insurance program 
through UMPACT. 

FROM: 

Joint Task Force to consider a 
Conference-wide property and liability 
insurance program through PACT, 
Conference Board of Trutees and Council 
on Finance and Administration. 

BACKGROUND: 

The churches of the Louisiana 
Conference began to have concerns about 
property and liability insurance several 
years ago. In addition to dramatically 
escalating costs, churches of all sizes have 
experienced difficulties getting insurance 
and several have been non-renewed. 

In recent years the leadership of the 
conference also began to realize the inade¬ 
quacies of the insurance coverage of some 
of our churches and has grown increasing¬ 
ly concerned with our vulnerability in 
today’s litigious society. In addition to the 
difficulties experienced by the Roman 
Catholic Church, two annual conferences 
of The United Methodist Church have, in 
recent years, faced multi-million dollar 
legal judgments with inadequate liability 
insurance to pay. Louisiana Conference 
leaders desire to do everything possible to 
keep our churches out of harm’s way and 
to enhance our protection of ministry and 
mission. 

In 2002 the General Council on 
Finance and Administration began to eval¬ 
uate the United Methodist Insurance 
Program (UMIP) and consider alterna¬ 
tives. A lengthy process led to the creation 
of UM PACT (United Methodist Property 
and Casualty Trust or PACT) on January 
1, 2005. PACT is a not-for-profit, annual 
conference owned, “all-lines captive rein¬ 
surance company” and a full line of cov¬ 
erages are available through PACT. 

The Louisiana Conference became a 
member/owner of PACT by action of the 
Conference Board of Trustees and 
Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration in April 2007 and confer¬ 
ence insurance policies were placed with 
PACT at that time. Since then, a joint task 
force has been working on a way to insure 
that all our Louisiana Conference church¬ 
es and institutions have adequate property 


and liability insurance, and that this cover¬ 
age is affordable. The conclusions of the 
joint task force are summarized as fol¬ 
lows: 

Why a conference-wide property and 
liability insurance program? 

• Every church is insured 

• Every church has adequate cov¬ 
erage 

• Protects us all from liability for 
our sister churches 

• Costs will be stabilized in the 
early years 

• Costs will be reduced over time. 

Why PACT? 

• Not-for-profit, annual confer¬ 
ence owned 

• We pay only United Methodist 
losses (gets our churches out of the same 
risk pool as other denominations and other 
not-for-profits) 

• Accumulated surplus and tradi¬ 
tional insurance expenses like commis¬ 
sions will be returned to the annual con¬ 
ference and its local churches 

• Focus on ministry protection 
(risk management) 

Bottom-Line on Cost (based on sample 
data from other conferences joining 
PACT): 

• Premium contribution should be 
no more than what churches are paying 
today for similar coverage 

• Improved coverages customized 
to ministry 

• Premium contributions include 
capital contribution as an owner 

• Projected cost savings after the 
first five years 

• Only exception: General market 
or catastrophic experience increase 
churches would have with current insurers 

The Conference Board of Trustees, the 
Council on Finance and Administration 
and the Cabinet are convinced that a con¬ 
ference-wide property and liability insur¬ 
ance program through PACT offers signif¬ 
icant advantages with the potential to pro¬ 
tect all Louisiana Conference churches in 
case of property losses or issues leading to 
liability claims. 

LEGISLATION: 

Be it resolved that the Louisiana 
Conference establish a conference-wide 
property and liability insurance pro- 
gramthrough PACT effective February 28, 


insurance program 

2009. 

All churches, fellowships, camp and 
retreat centers, and other conference min¬ 
istries will purchase property and liability 
insurance through PACT. 

Ministries and programs for which one 
of the entities named above is responsible 
or has potential liability (i.e., extension 
ministries) are included. 

Churches, fellowships, and other min¬ 
istries named in this resolution will enter 
PACT on May 1,2009. 

The program will be governed by a 
standing committee of the Conference 
Board of Trustees and the Council on 
Finance and Administration. This Property 
and Liability Insurance Committee will be 
nominated by the Conference Nominating 
Committee and elected by the Annual 
Conference during the regular June 2009 
session of Annual Conference. The Joint 
Task Force will make decisions until the 
Property and Liability Insurance 
Committee is nominated and approved at 
the June 2009 Annual Conference. The 
Property and Liability Insurance 
Committee will consist of 9 members 
including representatives of the Trustees 
and CF&A, as well as members selected 
for their subject matter expertise. In addi¬ 
tion, the Bishop, Conference Director of 
Administration/Treasurer and the Provost 
will be ex-officio members of the Property 
and Liability Insurance Committee with 
vote. The Property and Liability Insurance 
Committee will report regularly to the 
Conference Trustees, CF&A and Cabinet. 

The program will be administered by 
the Conference Office of Administration 
and a program administrator, who will be 
amenable to the Office of Administration. 
The program administrator will provide 
routine, first-line interpretive assistance to 
churches; collect the required initial appli¬ 
cation forms; coordinate changes, addi¬ 
tions and deletions to be forwarded to the 
PACT Service Center; do the necessary 
billing and collecting of premium contri¬ 
butions; advocate for churches as needed; 
and provide other administrative support 
as required. 

The program administrator will work 
with the PACT Service Center to place 
coverages, relate to carriers, and negotiate 
program premiums. The administrator will 


through UMPACT 

also process claims and provide appropri¬ 
ate secondary customer service. The 
Conference will also provide first-line 
customer service through the Conference 
Office of Administration. 

The guidelines related to the services 
provided by the Louisiana Office of 
Administration, the program administra¬ 
tor, and the PACT Service Center will be 
re-evaluated each year by the Property 
and Liability Insurance Committee. 

The use of the risk management fee 
paid by PACT quarterly will be deter¬ 
mined by the Joint Task Force or the 
Property and Liability Insurance 
Committee as its successor. An appropri¬ 
ate amount will be retained by the 
Conference Office of Administration for 
administrative and ministry protection 
staffing and the Office of Administration 
may use a portion of the amount retained 
to contract with a 3rd party to provide 
administrative services with accountability 
to the Office of Administration. If the 
Property and Liability Insurance 
Committee determines that there are sur¬ 
plus funds after meeting administrative 
and ministry protection needs, such hinds 
will be returned to the churches or applied 
to capitalization costs in order to reduce 
future premium contributions. The goal 
for the management of this fee is to maxi¬ 
mize the return of dollars to the churches 
for ministry. 

When surplus is returned to the annual 
conference by PACT, the Property and 
Liability Insurance Committee will deter¬ 
mine how that surplus will be returned to 
or applied for the benefit of local churches 
(e.g., through check or future reduction of 
premium contributions). 

Further resolved that the Property and 
Liability Insurance Committee and the 
Director of Administration/Treasurer are 
authorized to execute any related docu¬ 
ments necessary to implement this resolu¬ 
tion. 

Finally resolved that the Joint Task 
Force will report on its implementation 
actions in the June 2009 session of Annual 
Conference and the Property and Liability 
Insurance Committee (the Joint Task 
Force’s successor) will report their actions 
pursuant to this resolution to subsequent 
sessions of the Annual Conference. 
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Terry Keeling is a lay person who serves on the Communications Team of the Minnesota Annual Conference where he chairs the Igniting Ministry Action Team. Larry 
Hygh, Jr., has been the director of communications for the California-Pacific Conference of the United Methodist Church since 2002. Rev. Danette H. Howell, currently 
serves as pastor of Weimar Church in Weimar, Texas. Howell’s passion is working with smaller congregations on how Igniting Ministry impacts their ministries. 


Rethink Church, from page i 

National trainers will be conducting the 
event, which promises to inspire local 
churches to put their best foot forward in 
becoming a more welcoming congregation. 
Church representatives who participate in 
the training can bring these exciting ideas 

Abbeville, from page 6 
in October at Asbury Methodist Church, it 
was decided that the station would be 
located at Abbeville UMC. The first staff 
members were hired and work began. 

In the three and a half years that the sta¬ 
tion received volunteers, 2,463 have 
worked a total of 84,387 hours. 

Case managers were always ready to 
help; they tackled case after case, with 
many hours of hard work, determination, 
and hope for the 1,227 families who 
requested help from the station In 
October of 2006, the Dulac Substation was 
opened working with the assistance of the 
Abbeville Station. Case managers assisted 
for several months, opening new cases in 
Dulac, all the while maintaining the case¬ 
loads in Vermilion and Iberia parishes. In 
June of 2007, Deborah Vining, a case man¬ 
ager and pioneer of the early Abbeville 
Station, passed away. As spiritual leader 
of the station, Deborah brought the joy of 
the Holy Spirit to each person she touched. 
Work continued despite the great sense of 
loss that was felt and the following May, 
the station once again reached out in part¬ 
nership with the Lake Charles Station. 

The work of the station is finished, but 
we celebrate the successes and the partner¬ 
ships that developed with others who 
served the clients. Volunteers were housed 
at the Family Life Center, located at the 
First Baptist Church, as well as First UMC 
of New Iberia, Pecan Island UMC and 
First UMC of Gueydan. United Methodist 
Church of the Covenant, Asbury UMC, 
First UMC of Lafayette, the Memphis 
Conference of the UMC, and the Paducah 
Conference of the UMC and various com¬ 
munity, charitable and volunteer groups all 
contributed money or materials and sup¬ 
plies towards recovery. Abbeville UMC 
supported and housed the station, funded 
client repairs, and prayed with us. 


back home to share in Sunday School 
classes and from the pulpit. 

On Friday, March 13, the national train¬ 
ers will lead a “train the trainer” compo¬ 
nent. These persons will serve as Igniting 
Ministry trainers within their respective 
districts. 


Those interested in knowing more about 
the Friday component should contact Betty 
Backstrom, Communications Director, at 
(225) 346-1646 or lanow@bellsouth.net 
Register at Louisiana Rethink Training 
https ://www. 123 signup .com/event?id=zmy 
pm 


National trainers working with work¬ 
shop participants include Terry Kneeling 
from Minnesota, Larry Hygh from the 
California-Pacific conference, and Rev. 
Danette H. Howell from Texas. Kneeling 
serves as chair of the Evangelism Team for 
a downtown Minneapolis church. 



What Does 


Look Like? « 


Single Life- 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.3% 

75 

6.3 

80 

7.1 

85 

8.1 

90+ 

9.5 


*Two-life rates are lower. 


Enjoy fixed income for life through a Charitable Gift Annuity 

regardless of how the stock market performs in the future. Your gift will benefit 
you now and the United Methodist Church in the future. 

Talk to us to learn if a Gift Annuity is right for you. 


4 ? 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of Louisiana - 

'Where Faith and Money Come Together" 


(225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 
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Rethink Church/Igniting Ministry training March 14 



For the latest 
information regarding dis¬ 
aster response efforts, visit 
the La. Conference web 
site at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Response Center 

at (225) 346-5193 



UMM Conference / 3 



Ramp Ministry/ 5 


Plan to attend “Rethink Church” training, 
to be held March 14, 2009 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. 

In our day-long training experiences, you 
will begin to Rethink Church and OPEN 
hearts, minds and doors. These interactive, 
high-energy sessions will help you begin to 


plan how your congregation can more effec¬ 
tively communicate with—and meet the 
needs and interests of—people under age 40. 

The day long training on Saturday, 

March 14 is open to all churches in the con¬ 
ference. There will be three tracks offered, 
including “Welcome,” “Connect” and 


“Identify.” 

The cost of Saturday’s training is $40. 
Each person from a church will be charged 
an additional $10 for lunch. The event will 
be held from 9 a.m - 3 p.m. 

National trainers will be conducting the 

See Rethink Church, page 8 


Runway for Reconstruction 



Kelsea Pastore, a student at James 
River High School in Midlothian, Va., 
planned and orchestrated a fashion 
show which served as a fundraising 
event for Louisiana United 
Methodist Disaster Response 
Ministry. Dubbed Runway for 
Reconstruction, the event was held 
Feb. 13 at her home church, New 
Life United Methodist Church in 
Midlothian. Kelsea was assisted by 
church members, including her par¬ 
ents Sharon and David Pastore. The 
United Methodist teen has served 
on two church mission teams that 
have helped with cleanup and 
reconstruction in New Orleans since 
the city was devastated by 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. “We had 
to clean out a house that hadn’t 
been touched since the storm,” 
Pastore said. She was moved by 
the sight of seeing people’s person¬ 
al belongings dumped out into the 
yards of storm damaged homes. 


United Methodist 

BY ELIZABETH FARINA 
MIDLOTHIAN EXCHANGE.COM 

Kelsea Pastore was just starting her 
freshman year at James River High 
School in Midlothian, Va. when news of 
Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf shores of 
the United States, devastating 
Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana. 

Pastore, now a senior, understands that 
rebuilding doesn’t take place overnight. 

The teen created a high-fashion, 
fundraising event for her Leadership 
Program project into a night-on-the-town 
show called Runway for Reconstruction. 
The proceeds will go to the Louisiana 
United Methodist Disaster Response 
Ministry, which assists mission trips in 
the devastated areas. 

Runway for Reconstruction was held 


on Friday, Feb. 13 at New Life United 
Methodist Church in Midlothian. 

“My goal is to make $1,000 to donate 
to the recovery organization,” Pastore 
stated. 

She is also grateful for the support 
from parents Sharon and David, and 
church youth director and project sponsor 
Lori Epps. 

The senior understands first-hand how 
a fashion-show fundraiser inspired by a 
Laguna Beach television show can help 
the continuing need in New Orleans. 

“I have actually been down to New 
Orleans since the storm twice on mission 
trips with this church,” Pastore said. “It’s 
shocking.” 

The first eye-opening experience was 
a year after the storm. “We had to clean 


out a house that hadn’t been touched 
since the storm,” Pastore said. “We basi¬ 
cally took everything out of the house 
and dumped it in the yard. And I think 
seeing people’s personal belongings, like 
their marriage license, picture frames and 
their hats... Seeing the homeowners and 
how they’ve reacted and how I think I 
would [react] if my house was destructed 
like that - from one storm and then it was 
calm.” 

Besides emptying the house, the group 
took the drywall down with sledgeham¬ 
mers and took it down to the studs of the 
house, Pastore explained. “We had to 
take all the nails out. I think I pulled a 
billion nails that day. We took the house 
from everything cluttered to nothing,” 
she said. 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Be Still 


My creative well is not pumping 
tonight! I have started more than once to 
write this article, but it is like walking on 
legs that will not bend. I am plodding 
when I want to be high stepping. I am 
wooden when I want to be nimble. I am 
blank when I want to be insightful. I am 
washed out when I want to be filled up. 

I am weary when I want to be refreshed. 
And still the deadline looms. 

I have been surrounded with wonder¬ 
ful things and wonderful people over the 
last two months. I have been involved 
with unceasing and yet meaningful activ¬ 
ity. My heart has been fed and I’ve had 
the joy of being with thousands of people 
in dozens of places, sharing in all phases 
of the work of the church. Each of those 
encounters has held its own special 
meaning and energy. And yet, I find 
myself depleted tonight. 

I can hear the beckoning invitation of 
Psalm 46:10 - “Be still, and know that I 
am God.” Be still! That’s what I want 
tonight. Stillness. I want to be still - 
quiet, unmoving, uninterrupted, unpro¬ 
ductive -just, still! Although it isn’t 
Christmas, it is a “Silent Night” night. It 
is a “Bleak Midwinter” night, even 
though no snow has fallen and earth does 
not stand hard as iron. It is a “Still, Still, 
Still” night when we can hear even the 
faintest of movement because of the still¬ 
ness. It’s a night to sit quietly in the 
presence of The Holy One and just be! 

Do you ever come to the point when 
the frantic activity of life has finally 
taken its draining toll on you? Do you 
ever reach that moment when you say “I 
ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no 
sudden rending of the veil of clay, no 
angel visitant, no opening skies; but take 
the dimness of my soul away.” (Spirit of 
God, Descend upon my Heart, stanza 2, 


George Croly) 

No wonder Jesus 
found it necessary to 
go off to a place by 
himself and just sit 
in silence and still¬ 
ness. He knew the 
strength-giving 
fountain of silent, 
uninterrupted time in 
the presence of his 
Father. And after he 
had that nurturing and filling time, he 
was able to return to the fray with all the 
necessary tools at his disposal of rela¬ 
tionship, discernment, steadiness of 
focus, and unquestioned direction. No 
wonder he directed us to do the same. It 
is the source of life. 

The journey on which we Christians 
find ourselves can be tantalizingly busy. 
We’ve even deluded ourselves into 
believing that the busier we are the better 
we are. You know, “idle hands” and all 
that stuff. But, unless you are idle long 
enough to be filled you will soon run low 
on fuel. It’s hard to gas-up a moving 
vehicle! 

So, what I have to share tonight is 
very simple - “Be still.” “Be.” And the 
quiet presence of the Almighty will give 
you strength for today, tomorrow, and all 
the days to come. Maranatha! Come 
Lord Jesus! Descend upon my heart. I 
wait in the silence. 

In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Important News: 

Called conference session canceled 


Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Faith: 

I am writing to inform you that the 
scheduled called session of the Louisiana 
Conference for this coming Saturday, 
February 28, 2009 has been canceled. This 
action is being taken due to the many ques¬ 
tions and concerns that have arisen from 
the quotes that were sent to the churches 
throughout Louisiana. As we followed up 
with local churches around their concerns, 
we are learning that there is a need to 
refine the data that has been submitted to 
us. I cannot in good faith ask you to come 
together at this time because our informa¬ 
tion is incomplete. 

The need for a comprehensive plan for 
liability and property insurance for the 


churches and ministries throughout our 
Conference is still a major need. You will 
soon receive information on the next steps 
in our process of accomplishing adequate 
insurance coverage for all of our local 
churches and other ministries. 

Thank you for your help in this vital 
concern. 

I pray for you and for our common mis¬ 
sion and witness in the name of our Lord 
Jesus. 


Grace and Peace, 
William W. Hutchinson 


From the Pew 

Lay Speaking is for Everyone 


BYTIM HEBERT 

Don’t let the name fool you. While it 
is true that lay speaking began as a way 
for laity to fill pulpits in the pastor’s 
absence, today’s lay speaking ministries 
program encompasses training opportuni¬ 
ties in a multitude of different ministry 
areas. Some lay speakers do feel called 
to preach, but there are many areas in 
which a lay speaker can serve the church. 
As Bill Catchings, Baton Rouge District 
LSM Director puts it, “I wanted to put 
faith into action but I also wanted to 
know more about what I was doing and 
why.” 

Some people still mistakenly think that 
ministry is the job of the pastor. We are 
ALL called to ministry in different ways. 
We should all be using our God-given 
gifts and talents to do the work of Christ 
here on earth. To do any job well, you 
need the proper training. The lay speak¬ 
ing ministries program is the single best 
lay training program we have across The 
United Methodist Church. The lay 
speaking ministries program offers a way 
for you to enrich and enhance your min¬ 
istry to your congregation, your commu¬ 
nity, and beyond. 

After receiving the recommendation of 
your pastor and church council, you take 
lay speaking ministries courses to become 
a lay speaker. To serve only within your 
local church, you can become a local lay 
speaker by taking the basic 10-hour 
course. To become a certified lay speaker 
and be eligible to serve beyond the local 
church, you also need to take a 10-hour 
advanced course. Advanced courses 
include basic topics such as preaching, 


praying, stewardship, 
and evangelism. 

Some of the 
newer advanced 
courses are on story¬ 
telling, mission out¬ 
reach, teaching 
adults, and discover¬ 
ing spiritual gifts. 

You will need to take 
a refresher course 
(for local lay speak¬ 
ers) or an advanced course (for certified 
lay speakers) at least once every three 
years. An annual report of your progress 
and ministry needs to be submitted each 
year at your charge conference. 

Each district should be offering at least 
one basic and one advanced course per 
year. You may take courses in other dis¬ 
tricts if they fit your schedule better or 
are teaching an advanced course you 
would like to take. 

John Evans, Acadiana District LSM 
Director advises that “there is a course to 
fit the particular talents and gifts of every 
believer, and there is a need for every lay 
person to discover their particular gift and 
use it to serve the Lord.” If you are look¬ 
ing for a way to be a better servant of 
Christ and learn more about a variety of 
ministry areas, please prayerfully consid¬ 
er becoming a part of the next lay speak¬ 
ing ministries course in your area. 

Contact your district LSM director for 
more details on the program and dates for 
the next course. More details can also be 
found online at the conference website 
<www.la-umc.org/laity/lsm.php>. 



Tim Hebert 
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United Methodist Men to gather in Nashville, Gill and Hornbeak to perform 

Music artists Steve Hornbeak and 
Vince Gill will be featured performers 
during the 2009 tenth national gather¬ 
ing of United Methodist Men to be held 
July 10-11 at Belmont University in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

The theme of the tenth national gather¬ 
ing is “Focus on the Cross” with a call 
for men to become involved in mentor¬ 
ing. 

The decision to hold the quadrennial 
event in Nashville will end a 56 year 
tradition of meeting at Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, Ind. “It is 
an honor and privilege to partner with 
Belmont University for our 10th 
National Gathering of United Methodist 
Men,” said Rev. David Adams. “The 
beauty of the campus and close prox¬ 
imity of the facilities are ideal for this 
event.” 



NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The 2009 tenth 
national gathering of UM Men will be held 
at Belmont University in Nashville. 

Nashville recording artist Vince Gill will 
perform during the July 10-11 national 
gathering, along with Steve Hornbeak. 

The theme of the tenth national gather¬ 
ing is “Focus on the Cross” with a call for 
men to become involved in mentoring. 

The decision to hold the quadrennial 
event in Nashville will end a 56 year tradi¬ 
tion of meeting at Purdue University in 
West Lafayette, Ind. The first Methodist 
conference was held at Purdue in 1953. 
Four thousand men attended that event. By 
1957 the event was called the Men’s 
Congress and 5,000 men were present. 


The 20-member Commission on UM Men 
voted to move the gathering following 
Belmont’s construction of an event center 
capable of hosting the 5,000 men expected 
to attend the July 9-12, 2009 event. 
Belmont University’s Curb Event Center is 
a 90,000-square-foot sports and entertain¬ 
ment complex that provides facilities for 
athletics, concerts, speakers, conferences, 
dinners and receptions. The Curb Event 
Center represents state-of-the-art produc¬ 
tion capabilities. 

“We are excited to welcome the UM 
Men to the Belmont campus,” Belmont 
President Dr. Bob Fisher said. “Their rich 
tradition of faith, fellowship and communi¬ 
ty fits perfectly at Belmont, which has been 


the site of Christian education since 1890. 
Anytime we can welcome esteemed groups 
to campus with values similar to 
Belmont’s, we are honored to do so.” 

The Rev. David Adams, top staff executive 
of the General Commission on UM Men, 
the agency that plans the event, is a gradu¬ 
ate of Belmont. 

“It is an honor and privilege to partner 
with Belmont University for our 10th 
National Gathering of UM Men,” said 
Adams. “The beauty of the campus and 
close proximity of the facilities are ideal 
for this event.” 

“Purdue has run its course,” said Glenn 
Wintemberg, chair of the committee plan¬ 
ning the gathering and president of the 


National Association of National Presidents 
of UM Men. 

“It’s a new day with a new opportunity 
for us to provide this meeting,” said Gil 
Hanke, president of the commission. “The 
transportation to Nashville is much easier 
than our previous location, and we felt that 
it was a time to move this event closer to 
the center of the population center of the 
UMC.” He emphasized that Purdue has 
“done an excellent job,” but he said 
Nashville offers better logistics, a more 
family-oriented type of atmosphere and 
“comparable facilities that can provide an 
event that will be an exciting and spiritual¬ 
ly dynamic encounter with God.” 



ANGOLA, La.—There are over 
233,000 members of United Methodist 
Men. Most of them belong to units operat¬ 
ing out of some 34,000 churches. 

However, the largest chartered organiza¬ 
tion of United Methodist Men may be the 
190-member organization in the Louisiana 
State Penitentiary. 

When a local group charters with the 
General Commission on United Methodist 
Men, the Nashville-based agency sends out 
40 membership cards. 

“We are in need of an additional 150 
active membership cards,” said Ron C. 
Hicks, president of the United Methodist 
Men’s organization in the prison. “Each of 
our members looks forward to receiving 
these small tokens of their membership sta¬ 
tus.” 

The commission rushed the additional 
cards to Hicks.There are some 5,200 pris¬ 


oners and 1,400 guards in the 18,000-acre 
prison complex. Some 3,200 are serving 
life sentences. 

Inmates are allowed to pursue on-site 
college-level degrees and Hicks is a semi¬ 
nary graduate. 

“I started running with bad company 
before I was 18, “said Hicks who is now 
37. “I landed here at Angola, sentenced to 
serve a life term. The only way to describe 
what has happened here is to say that 
we’ve had an invasion of God. Men started 
to have genuine relationships with God.” 

“When you accept Jesus in your heart, 
thing have got to change,” said Hicks. 

“The bloodshed and other violence in 
Angola started going down tremendously.” 

For information about chartering or new 
ways to minister to men, contact the 
General Commission on United Methodist 
Men (GCUMM.org or 615-340-7145). 


Centenary 

Nurturing Christian leaders 
through innovative approaches 
to study; dialogue, and mission. 


the 



Christian 

leadership 

center 


Graduate 

Theological 

Studies 



In cooperation with Garrett- 
Evangelical Theological Seminary, 

CLC hosts basic graduate-level 
theology courses. Courses can 
benefit those seeking ordination, 
certification, growth in ministry, and graduate level experience. 

History of Christian Thought I 

May 18-29,2009 • Centenary College • M-F: 8am-12pm 
Visiting Instructor: Dr. James Papandrea 
Registration Deadline: May 4 • On-Campus Housing available 

For more information, 318.869.5029 or 


SITcentenary.edu/clc 









































4 


Louisiana Conference NtJW! 


FEBRUARY 27, 2009 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission sends medical team to serve needy Cambodians 



A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team returned Feb. 25 after a 12-day mission to Cambodia. The medical team served areas of the poverty stricken country and were 
able to learn more about the violent history of Cambodia during a tour of the area. The group visited the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum which focuses on the brutal 
reign of the Khmer Rouge during the 70’s and 80’s. During that time, an estimated 3 million Cambodians were murdered in an effort to create an agrarian society, one 
without Western influence. Members of the LAVIM team included Ann Sutton, Archie Corder, Beverly Dinnels, Marvin Reimer (from New York), Maryanna Broussard, 
Charles Cox (from Texas), Clifton Conrad, Corrine (from Canada), Elizabeth Rienhardt, Jerrice Prince, Pa Nous Pan (from Texas), Sam Chow (from Canada), and Sylvia 
Reimer (from New York). Pan, a team member and missionary, is shown with Joseph, left, who served as a guide for the group. Joseph and Pa Nous Pan were both 
survivors of the Pol Pot regime. Pan is also the first Cambodian Methodist minister. 


First UMC - Eunice 



First United Methodist Church in 
Eunice celebrated its second annual “Come 
To Church” Sunday on Jan. 25. The 
church family gathered for a day of wor¬ 
ship, celebration, and fellowship. Members 
were blessed by special music, the 
Children’s Moment, and a special sermon 
by Rev. Truman Stagg, pastor. Members, 


visitors and guests filled the sanctuary and 
enjoyed a pot luck luncheon following the 
service. 

First UMC also rededicated the stained 
glass windows in the church, which were 
recently restored. To find out more about 
the church’s ministry, visit online at 
www.FUMCeunice.org 



Open doors to the 

Four Areas 
of Focus 

through online learning 


Explore how Hie United Methodist Church is 
focusing on four key areas of ministry in this 
self directed online course from United 
Methodist Communications. 

The Four Areas of Focus express the vision and 
yearnings of the people ol The United Methodist 
Church, These areas of ministry focus the wort of 
making dtsdples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world by: 


* Developing principled Christian leaders for The church and the world, 

* Creating new places for new people and revitalizing existing congregations. 

* Engaging in ministry with the pour, 

* Combating the diseases of poverty by improving health globally 

The course opens on February 1. 2009. Visit moodle.umcom.org arid select 
Four Areas of Focus' under the Untied Methodist Basics category 


/ft Uni led Methodist 

r o ra m □ n I e a t i r* a t 


training.!™ om.org 
(888) 278-4862 


Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 
Rethink Church 
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Online Web course offered 

United Methodist Communications is 
pleased to announce the start of a new, free 
online course. What Is Web Ministry? is a 
self-directed, five-part online course 
designed to provide foundational informa¬ 
tion and the biblical and theological basis 
for developing a Web ministry for the local 
church. This is the first in a new Web 
Ministry series of online courses that will 
prepare you to create and maintain a 
dynamic Web ministry. To learn more or to 
register for this online course, visit our 
Web ministry website. 

The Web Ministry series of online 
courses is offered by The United Methodist 
Church and provided by United Methodist 
Communications. For more information, 
contact Cheryl A. Hemmerle toll-free at 
(888) 278-4862 or send an email to train- 
ing@umcom.org. To learn more about this 
and other Web ministry training events, 
online courses, and networking opportuni¬ 
ties, visit our Web ministry website. 

Free Interpreter subscriptions 
for local churches available 

Pastors and Church Leaders: 

Have your submitted your list of church 
leaders to receive Interpreter magazine in 
2009? If so, it’s not too late. If you’re not 
certain, please check. 

Be certain that your congregation has 
updated its list of leaders to receive World 
Service Fund-paid subscriptions to 
Interpreter magazine in 2009. If there is 
any question as to whether or not you have 
updated your list or if it has been received 
at United Methodist Communications, 
please call our Customer Service team, 
(888) 346-3862, or drop a note to inter- 
preter@umcom.org. If you have not sub¬ 
mitted it, please do so as soon as possible 
by updating it on-line, faxing or e-mailing 
it or sending it via postal service. 

Each congregation is entitled to 10 sub¬ 
scriptions for their leaders). For help in 
ordering magazines for the first time, a list 
of leaders now receiving the magazine, 
assistance with on-line enrollment or any¬ 
thing else, please call Customer Service at 
United Methodist Communications, (888) 
346-3862, or e-mail 

interpreter@umcom.org. If you are unfa¬ 
miliar with Interpreter, please let us know, 
and we will provide a way for you to pre¬ 
view a copy. 



What is Weekend of the Cross (W.O.C.)? 

W.O.C. is a Christ-driven mission opportunity offered by the 
Shreveport District each year to youth (completed grades 6-12) who 
feel a calling to serve Christ. The goal of W.O.C. is to spread the love 
and grace of Jesus Christ to those who are in need of help. W.O.C. 
uses repair and maintenance opportunities as a doorway to share the 
Good News of the Gospel. While at the four-day event, youth 
experience unconditional giving like that of a servant. They will also 
experience dynamic Bible study, evening worship, and planned evening 
activities to encourage fellowship! 

Where is it? 

W.O.C. is held in Shreveport, LA. Housing for youth and adults, as 
well as most meals and activities, will be held at Centenary College. 
Worksites will be across the Shreveport/Bossier Community and 
lunches will be served at various local churches. 

What is the Cost? 

The Early Bird cost for the weekend is $130 per person for 
registrations and deposits received by May 1. Registrations received 
after May 1 will be charged $150. This cost covers room and meals, 
materials for the projects, supplemental insurance, and worship leaders. 
A limited number of scholarships will be available for those who 
register early. No registrations will be accepted after July 1. 

How do I register? 

Complete the church registration form provided in this packet for your 
youth group. A non-refundable $50 deposit is required for each person 
upon registration. Collect Registration and Health Forms from each 
participant. All forms and monies are due by July 1st. No 
registrations will be accepted after July 1. 

Note: One adult must be registered for every four youth and every adult 
needs to provide a vehicle that will transport 5 or more people. Space is 
limited, so register early! 


Worship 


For more information about Weekend of the Cross, 
contact Robin Williams at (318) 746-5349 
or email at churchoffice@asburybossier.org 
Visit us at www.WeekendOfTheCross.org 


Worship will be led by Mark Sorensen. Mark’s story is that of 
Christ and music. He began his singing 
career at the age of 5 and has been singing 
ever since. Having been in the ministry for 
over 12 years, he has served as a youth 
pastor and contemporary worship leader 
writing music and leading people into the 
heart of worship. It was signing with the 
newly formed record company, “Echo Dei 
Records,” however, that gave his music 
wings and allowed him to get the music out 
around the country and world. Mark has two 
albums, both available on I-tunes. “Are We 
There Yet? The Worship Journey” and “Hallelujah, Anyway.” 

Mark currently lives in Shreveport, LA, with his wife and 2 
children, has co-authored a book tided, When Will Jesus Be 
Enough? declaiming the Power of Worship and leads worship each 
Sunday with his contemporary congregational family at First 
United Methodist Church. 

For more info, visit his web site at www.mark-sorensen.com 




Guest Speaker 

Our featured speaker this year will be Andy 
Durbin. Andy is the youth pastor at St. 

Timothy's on the North Shore in Mandeville, 

LA. He has been on staff at St. Timothy's for 
roughly two years. Andy was born outside 
Chicago, IL, but spent most of his childhood 
and adolescent days in Leesville, LA. Trinity UMC in Ruston 
served as his home church while attending college at Louisiana 
Tech University. Before his arrival in Mandeville, he attended 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY, where he received 
a Masters of Divinity. Andy is married to his best friend, 

Katrinna O. Durbin, who has covenanted to walk this journey 
with him while she serves our Lord as a civil engineer in New 
Orleans. They have been married seven years and their family 
consists of a daughter, Rose, and one playful cat named Marcel. 
Andy’s hobbies consist of playing golf, basketball, dodgeball 
(welcome to youth ministry), scrabble, and playing guitar. 



A team consisting of members from Zwolle, Bayou Scie, and Haskins Chapel United Methodist Churches completed a 40 foot ramp for a neighbor of Haskins Chapel 
on Jan. 23. “While we were building this ramp, another neighbor approached us about helping them with a ramp - so we’ll have another to do in a month or so!,” said 
pastor Dick Hooten. 
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Children’s home hosts distinguished speaker 


The Louisiana Methodist Children’s 
Home will be hosting renowned author 
Hugh G. Aynesworth on March 21 at their 
first Distinguished Speakers Forum. The 
award-winning American journalist will 
serve as guest speaker during a catered 
meal at the OWL Conference Center in 
Dubach, La. 

Aynesworth will be speaking about the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy. He was 
the lead reporter for the Dallas Morning 
News at the time of the assassination and 
was the first print reporter to interview Lee 
Harvey Oswald’s widow, Marina Oswald. 

Aynesworth, a native of Dallas, has 
received more than 70 local, state and 
national awards, including six nominations 


for the Pulitzer Prize, and a finalist four 
times. He has co-authored seven books and 
interviewed every U. S. president since 
Harry Truman. He is a chief investigative 
reporter for ABC’s 20/20 and has written 
scores of magazine articles. 

The OWL Center is located at 1523 
Hwy. 563 in Dubach, La. The cost is $50 
per person, or $250 for a table of six. 
Availability is limited to the first 250 reser¬ 
vations. Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m., 
and will be catered by Tall Timbers Lodge 
in Homer, La. 

Fore more information and to place 
your reservation, please call (318) 255- 
5575. 



Sojourner Truth Award nominations sought 


Wilson Memorial, Green Chapel 
Wylie UMCs - Lottie 


In Lottie, La., Wilson Memorial, Green 
Chapel and Wily United Methodist 
Churches have been meeting at Wilson 
UMC for combined worship services on 
fifth Sundays. Other area United Methodist 
churches have joined in, with over 80 per¬ 
sons from seven churches attending the 


first combined service at Wilson Memorial. 
Worshippers enjoy morning worship serv¬ 
ices, a fellowship meal and an afternoon of 
praise and worship, with various leaders 
like Rev. Ann Sutton from Asbury UMC 
and Allen Snyder from Krotz Springs 
UMC rotating. All visitors are welcome. 


The Louisiana Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women (COSROW) 
annually recognizes a woman in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference who has 
made contributions as a caring Christian to 
her congregation and community in the 
spirit of Sojourner Truth, who broke barri¬ 
ers for many in the area of justice and com¬ 
passion. 

The Award will be presented at the 
COSROW luncheon at Annual Conference. 

The committee desires to recognize a 
woman who exemplifies great faith in the 
power of God; demonstrates courageous 

Student leadership 

Students can apply for the Wadsworth 
A. Davis Leadership Scholarship through 
May 1, 2009. 

The scholarship is sponsored by the 
Educational Council for Hope and 
Opportunity, Inc. The applicant must be an 
active, full member of a United Methodist 
Church in the New Orleans District for at 
least one year prior to applying. He or she 
must be a graduating High School Senior. 
The candidate must show proof of accept¬ 
ance to an accredited college or university, 
and should be working toward a degree on 


and bold action; speaks to diminish gender 
and ethnic inequality; fosters a climate for 
improving the lives of all; is extraordinarily 
generous with her time; and gives her time 
to work outside of her professional duties 
and responsibilities. 

To make a nomination, send a letter 
describing the candidate that embodies this 
list of qualifications and accomplishments 
to: Sojourner Truth Award, c/o Renee 
Evans, reneehevans@bellsouth.net 

Nominations will be accepted until 
March 10, 2009. 


scholarship offered 

a full time basis. The recipient must show 
involvement in the community, have a 2.5 
GPA or above, and provide a topical essay. 

The amount of the scholarship is 
$1,500. 

An application may be obtained from 
the Education Council for Hope and 
Opportunity, Inc., R O. Box 872797, New 
Orleans, LA 70187, Attn: Belinda T. 
Holloway. 

The application must be postmarked no 
later than April 30, 2009. 


The Conference Board of Discipleship presents 

“Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” 


March 21,2009 
Trinity United 
Methodist Church 
1000 West Woodward 
Ruston, La. 

Led by Revs. 
Dawn Young and 
Weldon Bares 


April 18, 2009 
First United Methodist 
Church 
703 Lee Ave. 
Lafayette, La. 

Led by Revs. 
Clifton Conrad and 
Ann Sutton 


Employment Opportunities 

Sweetlake United Methodist Church is seeking candidates to fill the positions 
of Youth Director and Custodian (The Lord’s Housekeeper). 

We are seeking for Youth Director a God-filled, children-loving, creative person 
or couple for the position. 

The Custodian’s opening is a full-time position with this beautiful, small coun¬ 
try church. 

For more information, contact Julie Woodcock at (337) 526-6099 or (337) 598- 
3225. Visit our website at www.sweetlackumc.org to find out more about the 
church. 


Cost: $20 (covers book and lunch) 

Sign-in from 9-9:30 a.m./ event from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

To register for this study, please send a check for $20 made to Louisiana 
Conference, with your name, address and phone number to: Rhonda Whitley, 
UM Conference Office, 527 North Boulevard., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 or 
Register online at http://www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx?EID=5PRA10E 

Please specify which study you are planning to attend. We look forward to 
seeing you at one of the studies. 


Benton UnitedMethodist Church is now accepting resumes for the position 
of Director of Student Ministries. The person chosen must demonstrate faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and must have a current, active membership in a 
Protestant congregation. 

A college degree is desirable, but appropriate experience with student/youth 
ministries will serve sufficiently in lieu of a college degree. No one under the age 
of 23 will be considered. For a complete job description or to send a resume, 
please direct to Dianne Wilkinson, Church Administrator, Benton UMC at dian- 
neh.wilkinson@gmail.com 
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United Methodists target four areas of focus for ministry at quadrennial training 


BYERIKALSGAARD 

What happens when nearly 14 million 
United Methodists around the world focus 
on a single idea with four “themes”? In the 
next four years, denominational leaders 
pray, some amazing transformations will 
take place around the comer and around 
the world. 

That’s what’s happening with the “Four 
Areas of Focus,” adopted by the 2008 
General Conference and which was rolled 
out in earnest at the quadrennial training 
event for annual conference leaders Jan. 29 
to Feb. 1, in Jacksonville. 

More than 1,200 leaders gathered for 
the “Living the United Methodist Way: 
Turning Worlds Upside Down” event to 
leam how their respective places of min¬ 
istry can connect with others to transform 
themselves and the world. 

Susan Ruach, chair of the design team 
and staff member at the General Board of 
Discipleship, said the goal of the event was 
to give participants “the big picture” of the 
Four Areas of Focus. 

“The goal of the design team was to 
help annual conference elected and paid 
leadership leam about the Four Areas of 
Focus and be oriented to their particular 
jobs, whatever responsibilities they have 
the annual conference,” she said. “As I’ve 
wandered around, I’ve seen that people are 
clearly connecting and absorbing the infor¬ 
mation. My prayer, my hope has been, that 
this event will really help us as The United 
Methodist Church to come together and 
move forward in God’s vision in ways that 
we’ve not been able to do for a while.” 

The Four Areas of Focus are: develop¬ 
ing leadership, starting new churches and 
renewing existing ones, ministry with the 
poor, and global health. Each area received 
a plenary session during the four-day 
event, with dozens of workshops centered 
on the common themes. 

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie, bishop of 
the Texas Annual Conference, illustrated 
how each of the four areas of focus came 
into being through intense Bible study and 
prayer. 

“The four areas of focus came from 
Scripture and from you,” she said, referring 
to the thousands of people who responded 
to e-mails, online surveys and conversation 
invitations. “This is where we believe the 
Holy Spirit is at work in our church and 
our world today. In the end, we said God is 
always calling forth new leaders, new 
places for new people, the need for 
improving health around the globe, and 
reaching out to the poor.” 

Bishop Huie invited the more than 
1,200 gathered leaders to “move out.. .of 
our little boxes” and follow “where we 
believe the Spirit is calling us.” If the 
church did that, she said, United 
Methodism would once again become a 
movement. 

“But we have to have three things to 
make this happen,” she said, “desire, 
capacity and courage.” 

Area One: Leadership 

Bishop Tim Whitaker of the host 
Florida Conference led participants on a 
trip down memory lane, noting that a loss 
of memory may lead to a loss of one’s 
identity. 


“If a group begins to lose memory of its 
origins, it loses its identity,” he said. “We 
need to change, but we must change and 
do so without losing our identity.” 

The bishop showed how John and 
Charles Wesley—Methodism’s’ founders— 
articulated a clear theological vision, often 
encapsulated in their hymnody. The 
Wesley’s strong Trinitarian roots, Whitaker 
said, forged a theology that said that the 
living God is acting in history for our sake; 
that transforming the whole creation starts 
with transforming the individual; and that a 
theological vision without a community in 
which to live it out is no good. 

“Early Methodists had a connection 
with each other,” the bishop said, “through 
the societies, classes and bands. Each per¬ 
son lived out this theology through the 
means of grace—prayer, reading the Bible 
and the Lord’s Supper—and through other 
means, such as love feasts, the Covenant 
Service and conferences.” 

Leaders today, he said, need to cultivate 
this Wesleyan theological vision. It is only 
then, he said, that we can answer the ques¬ 
tion, “Are we as a denomination ‘mainline’ 
or ‘Methodist’?” 

Jay Williams, a 27-year old seminarian 
from New York, offered his thoughts on 
developing church leaders from the per¬ 
spective of one who is being developed. 

“Some folks just ain’t leaders,” he said. 
“That’s okay because leadership is a gift of 
the Spirit. If we force people into leader¬ 
ship, the result will be complete disaster.” 

Williams, who chaired his conference’s 
delegation to the 2008 General Conference, 
stated three theses on living the United 
Methodist Way. 

“First, death is not always a bad thing,” 
he said. “It’s time to let deadly practices 
die. Some of our churches have been strug¬ 
gling to die for decades. 

“Second, our primary task is to be a 
Christian, not United Methodist,” he said. 
“Too many of us can talk about strategic 
plans but too few of us can give a witness. 
Too many of us know the Book of 
Discipline and the rules of polity, but not 
the Bible.” 

And the third thesis, he said, is that in 
order to lead, one must follow. The church 
needs to develop a culture of apprentices 
and followers of leaders, he said. 

Area Two: New Places for New Faces; 
Renewing Existing Churches 

Friday morning, participants centered 
on congregational development. The Rev. 
Tom Butcher, Executive Officer, New 
Church Starts and Coordinator, Path One 
Team of General Board of Discipleship in 
Nashville, said that his mission is to lead a 
movement that starts new churches, re- 
evangelizing the United States. 

“From 1870 to 1920,” he said, “the 
Methodist Church started one new church 
every day. Starting new churches is the 
most effective evangelism tool we have. 

We want to get to the point in the future 
where we are starting one new church 
every day.” 

That’s the vision of the Path One team, 
the group charged with recruiting, training 
and providing resources for 1,000 new 
church planters to start 650 churches in the 
next four years. One-half of those churches 


are targeted to be racial/ethnic congrega¬ 
tions. 

Participants heard from the Rev. 
Candace Lewis, pastor of New Life United 
Methodist Church in Jacksonville, who 
started her church in a store front in 1996. 
Lewis was fresh out of seminary and knew 
only two people in Jacksonville. “And nei¬ 
ther of them joined the new church,” she 
said with a laugh. 

The new congregation started in an 
urban community and its parking lot was 
its mission field, the pastor said. 

“When you’re committed to reaching 
new people for Jesus Christ, you have to 
try just about anything,” she said, and that 
included carnivals in the parking lot, con¬ 
certs, picnics, fellowships, a health fair and 
“heavenly harvest,” an alternative to 
Halloween trick or treating. 

“Most of the people who came were not 
part of a church or the United Methodist 
Church,” she said. “We had contemporary, 
excited worship with people lifting hands; 
they weren’t getting arrested, they were 
just excited to be praising God.” 

After being in the commercial space for 
almost nine years, Lewis said the congre¬ 
gation discovered leasing worship space in 
a community with slow population growth 
and increasing monthly expenses made it 


difficult for them to save money for their 
first building. 

But just four years ago, they put in a 
contract on a new building.. .and moved in. 
A former Baptist church is now proudly 
United Methodist with more than 200 
members. 

Even with all the excitement of starting 
new churches, the challenges the church 
faces today are real, said the Rev. Dr. 

Bener Agtarap, New Church System 
Strategist for the General Board of 
Discipleship and the Path One team. 

Agtarap spoke from his Philippine 
background and how the church in his 
home country learned to grow again. 

“Prior to the 1980s, most congregations 
in the Philippines had no program on mis¬ 
sion or evangelism,” Agtarap said. “Most 
pastors had no training in mission evangel¬ 
ism. We had more clergy employees than 
clergy evangelists; more local pastors and 
fewer mission pastors.” 

Further, he said, there was no clear poli¬ 
cy at the annual conference level to pro¬ 
mote mission evangelism. 

“What if every Annual Conference had 
a policy that every local church had a mis¬ 
sion to start a new church?” he asked. 

See Quadrennial, page 8 


The Discerners Academy 
March 13-15, 2009 

The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La 


Dr. Laceye C. Warner, Retreat Leader 

Duke Divinity School - Durham, NC 
Accomplished Author and Speaker 

Assistant Professor of the Practice of Evangelism and Methodist Studies, 
Promoter of Diversity and Inclusiveness within the United Methodist Church 
Royce and Jane Reynolds Teaching Fellow at Duke University Divinity School 

Am I hearing a call to ordained ministry? 

What does God want me to do next? 

How do I choose a seminary? 

Who will guide me through the process? 

Retreat Leadership includes: 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
Louisiana Conference District Superintendents 
Ordained Deacons and Elders 

Representatives from United Methodist Schools of Theology 

OPEN TO COLLEGE-AGE AND ABOVE 
$27 for students and $77 for adults 

For additional information on registration, contact: 

Linda Gregg 

225-346-1646 lindagregg@la-umc.org 

Register online at www.la-umc.org. 

Select Spiritual Formation from the menu, and follow the links to the 
Discerners Academy. 
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Quadrennial, from page 7 

That was the question asked in the 
Philippines, and the church responded. In 
1984, the church declared the province of 
Cavite as its mission field. Churches in 
metro Manila started 30 new churches in 
Cavite between 1984 and 1999. 

“We were a new mission field in 1984; 
a new district in 1999; and a new annual 
conference with two new districts in 2008,” 
Agtarap said. “Today we have 600,000 
members from a membership of 100,000 in 
1984.” 

Then there’s the story of Oak Cliff 
United Methodist Church in Texas. “Two 
minutes from closing,” by the pastor’s own 
admission, with the endowment used up 
and the people gone, the church decided to 
change drastically. 

The Rev. Diane Presley, the church’s 
pastor, told the seven year story of this 
church that could be almost anywhere in 
the United States. She said there are three 
things to look for that any transforming 
church needs to have: a stable financial 
base; nurture the vision; and “You gotta 
have people.” 

“The question was, do you want to live 
or do you want to die? It was put to the 
congregation and they said they wanted to 
live,” said Presley. “So, then, are you will¬ 
ing to change drastically?” 

Rethink Church, from page i 

event, which promises to inspire local 
churches to put their best foot forward in 
becoming a more welcoming congregation. 
Church representatives who participate in 
the training can bring these exciting ideas 
back home to share in Sunday School class¬ 
es and from the pulpit. 

On Friday, March 13, the national train¬ 
ers will lead a “train the trainer” component. 
These persons will serve as Igniting 
Ministry trainers within their respective dis¬ 
tricts. 

Those interested in knowing more about 
the Friday component should contact Betty 
Backstrom, Communications Director, at 
(225) 346-1646 or lanow@bellsouth.net 

National trainers working with workshop 
participants include Terry Kneeling from 
Minnesota, Larry Hygh from the California- 
Pacific conference, and Rev. Danette H. 
Howell from Texas .Terry Keeling is a lay 
person who serves on the Communications 
Team of the Minnesota Annual Conference 
where he chairs the Igniting Ministry Action 
Team. Rev. Danette H. Howell, currently 
serves as pastor of Weimar Church in 
Weimar, Texas. Larry Hygh, Jr., has been 
the director of communications for the 
California-Pacific Conference of the United 
Methodist Church since 2002. Howell’s 
passion is working with smaller congrega¬ 
tions on how Igniting Ministry impacts their 
ministries. 

Register at Louisiana Rethink Training 
https ://www. 123 signup, com/ event?id=zmyp 
m 


The congregation did, and through the 
chaos and change reached out to its neigh¬ 
boring community and found its purpose 
and mission again. 

“We are responsible for those who live 
around us, who live in our community,” 
said the Rev. Edgar Bazan, who joined the 
staff at Oak Cliff several years ago to reach 
the Hispanic population around the church. 
“Are we preparing a place for the people 
around us? We cannot reap where we have 
not sown. We need to give ourselves to 
others. They need to know that there is 
more than just this life. There is eternal life 
in Jesus Christ, and we have this message. 
We are responsible for sharing the message 
and we are doing our best to share this 
story.” 

Area Three: Eliminating Poverty and 
Ministry with the Poor 

How do we propose to “do” ministry 
with the poor? That was the focus of the 
third plenary, addressed by the Rev. Ed 
Paup, General Secretary of the General 
Board of Global Ministry. 

“As we begin this new quadrennium, it 
cannot be business as usual if we intend to 
make ministry to and with the poor a prior¬ 
ity,” he said. 

Reminding participants of our 
Methodist roots among the poor of 18th 
century England, Paup said that, today, by 


and large we are not poor. 

“More than 80 percent of humanity 
lives on less than $10 a day,” he said. “The 
poorest 40 percent of population accounts 
for only five percent of income.” 

How do we, as United Methodists, seri¬ 
ously go about ministry with the poor 
today, Paup asked. The answer is by look¬ 
ing it in the face. 

“There are 26,000 children who die 
each day in poverty. They are invisible,” he 
said. “There are more than 72 million chil¬ 
dren of primary age who are not in school 
due to poverty; 350 to 500 million persons 
living with malaria; the billions who have 
no ready source of drinkable water.” 

Poverty is a highly complex reality, 

Paup said, and requires new ways of inter¬ 
action. 

“We need to do three things,” he said: 
Hear the poor - listen to the poor them¬ 
selves, not just to the stats; accept the poor 
- which implies seeing them and acknowl¬ 
edging that they exist; and serve the poor - 
responding to needs, spiritual and physical. 

United Methodist Church and a new 
sense of relevancy in the world,” Paup 
said. “How will we be changed by taking 
ministry with the poor seriously? The trans¬ 
formation will take place individually, then 
in our congregations, and then in our con¬ 
ferences.” 


Area Four: Global Health 

From the very beginning of our move¬ 
ment, John Wesley recognized the correla¬ 
tion between poverty and health, according 
to the Rev. Larry Hollon, General Secretary 
of United Methodist Communications. 
“Wesley’s holistic theology led him to 
engage with individuals and systems that 
dealt with health care systems,” Hollon 
said, and one of his first ministry areas was 
a health clinic for the poor. 

Preventable diseases are taking a terrible 
toll on people around the world, Hollon 
said, but we are a people of hope. “We 
believe we have the power to make and 
create change.” 

A central partner and inspiration behind 
the denominational effort to eradicate 
malaria using bed nets, United Methodist 
Communications has begun creating wide- 
ranging conversations on the global health 
initiative. 

“Bed nets save the lives of children in 
malaria-affected areas of the world,” said 
Hollon. “But it is not only about bed nets. 

It is about training community health work¬ 
ers in participatory health care... it is about 
providing life-enhancing education through 
radio, mailings and other communication 
tools.. .it is about enlisting and deploying 
new missionaries for global health.. .it is 
about enlisting health champions and 



Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity Rates 

Age 

Rate 

60 

5.0% 

65 

5.3 

75 

6.3 

80 

7.1 

85 

8.1 

90+ 

9.5 


*Two-life rates are lower. 


Hi 


Is YOUR 

Nest Egg 
Secure? 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

■ of Louisiana - 

"Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


If you are seeking a more secure retirement 
outside the market ups and downs . . . 

Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity! 

Gift Annuities allow you to: 

• Lock in a fixed income for life 

• Receive a current income tax 
deduction 

• Provide for the future of your faith 


Contact us or go to our Website to find out more 
about Charitable Gift Annuities. 


www.umfgi ving. org 
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Bishop urges welcoming church certification 


During the 2008 Annual Conference in 
Shreveport, Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
challenged local churches throughout the 
conference to become Welcoming Certified 
Congregations. Achieving Welcoming 
Certification is encouraged by United 
Methodist Communications, and required 


of any church that applies for individual 
matching grant funds for media buys and 
LED signage. To date, a number of 
Conference churches have completed the 
certification process. They include: First 
United Methodist Church in Houma 
(Acadiana District); Northwood UMC in 


Lafayette (AC); Colfax United Methodist 
Church in Colfax (Alexandria); First UMC 
in Nachitoches (AL); Nolley Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Jena (AL); 
Palestine United Methodist Church in 

See Welcoming, page 7 


Mary O. Fisher celebrates 106th birthday 



Mary O. Fisher recently celebrated her 106th birthday during worship services at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in 
Central. Fisher is pictured above, surrounded by only a few of her 160 descendants. She was recognized as the oldest 
resident of the City of Central. Fisher may be the oldest living United Methodist in the Louisiana Conference. 


St. Luke’s United Methodist Church tied to Pre-Civil 


BY WOODY JENKINS, EDITOR 
CENTRAL CITY NEWS 

centralcitynews@hotmail.com 
CITY OF CENTRAL — She was 
bom in Greenwell Springs on Feb. 25, 
1903, and has lived her entire life in what 
is now the City of Central. 

This past Sunday, Mrs. Mary O. 

Fisher celebrated her 106th birthday dur¬ 
ing worship services at St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church, 16678 Greenwell 
Springs Rd. 


Surrounded by six of her seven sur¬ 
viving children and other loved ones, 
Cousin Mary (as she is called by church 
members) was recognized as the oldest 
resident of the City of Central and this 
community’s best example of “living his¬ 
tory.” 

Bom before the invention of the air¬ 
plane, radio, television, computers, or the 
microchip, Cousin Mary has literally seen 
it all. When she was bom, her family 
cooked on a wood stove, lit their home 


War Greenwell Springs 

with a kerosene lamp, and walked almost 
everywhere they went — on historic 
Greenwell Springs Road, which was a 
narrow, gravel road. 

Yet, a few months ago, Cousin Mary 
traveled by airplane and rode in a float in 
a Southern University parade. 

Before the War for Southern 
Independence, there were no real planta¬ 
tions in what is now the City of Central. 

See Mrs. Fisher, page 6 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

A Brief Explanation 


The last communication many of you 
had from me was in the form of a record¬ 
ed telephone call telling you the special 
called session of the Annual Conference, 
set for February 28, 2009 had been can¬ 
celled. Isn’t the miracle of modem tech¬ 
nology something! Within minutes of 
my recording that message, phones were 
ringing all over Louisiana with that 
urgent message. 

I feel I owe you a more complete 
explanation of why that Conference ses¬ 
sion was cancelled. As I voiced on the 
phone, and in the email that went out 
almost simultaneously, we simply did not 
have the adequate and accurate data nec¬ 
essary to make an informed decision. If 
we had gathered in Pineville on that 
Saturday, we would have had more con¬ 
fusion than could be clarified in the two 
short hours we had allotted for the deci¬ 
sion to be made as to whether to enter 
into the United Methodist Property and 
Casualty Tmst (UMPACT) insurance 
program. 

When it became apparent the infor¬ 
mation that had been circulated to many 
of our churches contained questionable 
quotes, those of us who have been so 
closely involved in the conversations 
with the UMPACT personnel, gathered 
by way of a telephone conference call. 
UMPACT leadership joined us and after 
carefully reviewing where we were, it 
was the common decision to cancel the 
session in favor of getting more reliable 
data in everyone’s hands. 

The confusion came from many fac¬ 
tors. Some of the information submitted 
by our churches was incorrect. When 
quotes were made on the faulty informa¬ 
tion, they were skewed. Some of the 
quotes were based on insufficient infor¬ 
mation. Again, that made the quote 
incorrect. In some instances, the wrong 
“tier” of location was applied to the 
church, thus making their quote incor¬ 
rect. 

I cannot and do not place “blame” at 
anyone’s doorstep. Everyone worked 
long and hard hours to effect the turn¬ 
around time between the submission of 
the information and the sending out of 
the quotes for premium. I have my sus¬ 
picion that it simply was too much infor¬ 
mation to process in too short a time and 
thus we ended up with the situation we 
had; insufficient data for a major deci¬ 
sion. 

No one is more disappointed by this 
whole breakdown than I. No one wanted 
more than I for this to go smoothly, with 
a good session of conferencing that 
would lead to a decision that would be 
for the good of the Annual Conference 
and for the enhancement of the insurance 
coverage for all our churches. 

I think of all the exceptional work 
done by so many people to try and get all 
this together so our Conference could 
make an informed decision. I have sat in 
on multiple hours of these plans, but I 
have not been nearly as involved as some 


of our other leaders 
in trying to gather 
the information and 
make sure all was 
understood. It is 
indeed a disappoint¬ 
ment that we could 
not at least have the 
discussion necessary 
to address this 
tremendous need. 

The need has not 
gone away. We are about to enter anoth¬ 
er hurricane season, and we still have 
churches that cannot get adequate insur¬ 
ance for their properties because of their 
location. (We collectively hold our 
breath and pray to be spared from anoth¬ 
er major storm!) We still have churches 
that do not carry the necessary insurance 
to protect themselves, and ultimately pro¬ 
tect the collective churches of the Annual 
Conference from liability in the event of 
a misconduct case. We are still underin¬ 
sured as it relates to Workmen’s 
Compensation, and Directors and 
Officers insurance that will protect our 
volunteer boards and agencies as they go 
about doing their work for God’s 
Kingdom. No, the need has not gone 
away. And we still have to address this! 
The question now is when and how. 

So, we are back to the intense discus¬ 
sions with UMPACT officials. We are 
relying on the Conference Board of 
Trustees to continue to advise as to the 
proper direction. We are listening to 
ALL ideas and suggestions coming from 
our congregants all across Louisiana. 

And we are praying for guidance and 
direction as we approach this unforgiving 
need for the United Methodist Churches 
of Louisiana. We simply must provide 
an adequate program, or have it con¬ 
firmed that EVERY church has the nec¬ 
essary coverage, or we will be among the 
more irresponsible leaders in United 
Methodism. None of us want that 
“badge of honor” assessed to us - any of 
us. 

So ... we will be back to you with 
another possibility. I can’t give you a 
time-line because there is just too much 
uncertainty right now. But, you will 
have another opportunity to consider 
something like what you have already 
heard that will address the many needs of 
our churches. Please pray for everyone 
involved so that we can discern God’s 
guidance in this matter and come to a 
plan and a decision that will lead us into 
the future with as much insured security 
as we can have. 

In Christ’s love, 


fall 


Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Members of the Conference Ministry Team met March 7 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. to discuss how the Louisiana Annual Conference can center 
efforts in support of four foci lifted up by the General Church. Information on 
these four foci can be found on the home page of the Conference website, 
www.la-umc.org. Pictured, left to right, are CMT members Rev. John Deschner, 
Maribel Calvo and Rev. Davis Clark. 


First CLM course to be held April 25 


There are many ways in which laity 
can participate in ministry. 

A new lay ministerial role begins April 
25 at the Wesley Center as we conduct the 
first module of the Certified Lay Minister 
coursework. 

Created at General Conference 2004, 
the Certified Lay Minister (CLM) is a lay 
position for people that want to go beyond 
the role of certified lay speaker and work 
in a ministerial setting. This will be the 
first time the course is taught in the 
Louisiana conference. 

A CLM is not just “the next step” in the 
lay speaking program. 

To become a CLM, there must be a 
job/role for the candidate. It may be a paid 
position, or the candidate may be willing to 
serve for expenses or without pay; that is 
up to the CLM and the hiring body. 

Possibilities include serving as a supply 
pastor or being a ministerial assistant in a 
larger church. Some churches are served 
by lay speakers on a part-time basis, but 
this program will give them an opportunity 
for additional training. 

The first training element once you 
decide you are interested in the program is 
to take the first of the four CLM course 


modules. It will be held at the Wesley 
Center from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on April 25, 
2009. 

You will need the approval of your pas¬ 
tor, charge conference, and DS to enter the 
CLM process. You also need to be a certi¬ 
fied lay speaker to be considered for candi¬ 
dacy as a CLM. 

This first course module, which costs 
$25 to attend, is beneficial whether you are 
sure you want to become a CLM or if you 
are just curious. Even if you decide the 
CLM process is not for you, the course 
should provide useful information that 
would be helpful in your ministry. The 
first module covers: 1) being called to min¬ 
istry, 2) spiritual gifts, 3) the different type 
of ministry vocations, 4) the CLM process, 
and 5) how to create a covenant agreement 
for your CLM job. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
CLM in this first class of the Louisiana 
Conference, please contact your District 
Superintendent. 

The entire process for becoming a CLM 
can be found online at 
<http://www.layministry.org/>. If there 
are additional questions, you can contact 
Tim Hebert at <tim@la-umc.com>. 


Louisiana Conferencei/f^f 

William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 


You and your congregation can join 
United Methodists worldwide by making a 
special offering through One Great Hour of 
Sharing to support humanitarian aid 
through UMCOR. You can be assured that 
when catastrophes cause suffering, your 
church, impelled by Jesus’ love and com¬ 
passion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. 
The 2009 offering Sunday March 22 is 
essential to UMCOR 

Gifts to this offering underwrite 
UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” That 
helps us keep our promise that 100 percent 
of every other gift you make to a specific 
UMCOR project can be spent on that proj- 
ect-not on home office costs. 

UMCOR is a good steward of God’s 
gifts. Offering gifts over and above those 
used to cover administrative costs are chan¬ 
neled where they’re most needed. 
UMCOR’s specialized ministries-respond- 
ing in disaster, fighting hunger, alleviating 
poverty, providing relief supplies around 
the world, and offering hospitality to immi¬ 
grants and refugees-all assist the most vul¬ 
nerable people whose need is greatest. 

No World Service funds come to 
UMCOR 

UMCOR receives no World Service 
funds or any other apportionments. Your 
gifts mean we’re right there with hard¬ 
working families, people who are affected 
by storms or war, disaster or disease. 


“The One Great Hour of Sharing offer¬ 
ing on March 22, 2009, provides for those 
basic needs that make the rest of 
UMCOR’s work possible,” says the Rev. 
Sam W. Dixon, Deputy General Secretary 
of UMCOR. “Without this offering so 
much of what UMCOR does to bring hope 
and healing to the world could not hap¬ 
pen.” 

Your gifts work three ways: 

Keep the Lights On 

Most gifts coming to UMCOR have been 
designated for specific programs-and those 
programs receive 100 percent of those 
gifts. So part of the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering plus a small percentage of 
other general donations support UMCOR’s 
cost of doing business. 

Fill-in Fundraising 
Donations to the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering also assist UMCOR pro¬ 
grams that have not been hilly funded 
through designated Advance gifts. 

Answering Jesus’ Call 
The compassion of Jesus makes all things 
new. As Christians we’re called to do the 
same: to offer the hands, the heart and the 
hope of the church wherever people are 
suffering. Your gifts to the One Great Hour 
of Sharing, channeled through UMCOR, 
enable the church to answer that call. 

Put One Great Hour of Sharing on your 
local church web site 


: a response to God’s love 




100% Tuition 
Scholarship 
for 

United Methodist 

APPLICANTS 
TO THE 

Master of 
Divinity program! 


Qualifications: 

UMC membership for 1 year, 
3.5 undergraduate GPA or 
higher, Applicant meets 
all admissions criteria 


Master of Divinity 

Master of Arts in Ministry: Redefine service 
Master of Arts: Inspire religious discourse 
Master of Sacred Theology 
Doctor of Ministry 


DREW 


THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 


36 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940 ■ theoadm@drew.edu ■ 973/408-3111 
























4 


Louisiana Conference NtJW! 


MARCH 13, 2009 


First UMC- LaPlace 



First United Methodist Church of 
LaPlace has been involved in the long-term 
recovery of New Orleans and the surround¬ 
ing area since right after Hurricane Katrina 
struck the Gulf Coast in 2005. When 
church members returned from evacuation, 
they were asked by the elementary school 
across the street from the church to help 
feed Arkansas State Troopers. Just before 
school was scheduled to reopen, First 
UMC invited the troopers to stay in the 
church. Some Louisiana State Police offi¬ 
cers temporarily living out of their vehicles 
were also included. Church members fed 
them, let them use the shower facilities and 
even cleaned their uniforms. After the offi¬ 
cers left, over 1,500 Red Cross volunteers 
moved through and stayed until February 


of 2006. 

Working under the auspices of the 
Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Response Ministry, First UMC contacted 
the East Bank Recovery Station and began 
spending one Saturday a month gutting 
storm damaged homes. Now the church 
works with the Southeast Center and uses 
its Saturdays to help with rebuilding. In 
2007, First UMC also housed young volun¬ 
teers from Wisconsin. 

The church has worked on about 20 dif¬ 
ferent projects since November of 2006. 
According to one member, “We have been 
privileged to show our love towards our 
New Orleans neighbors, and will continue 
to do so until the rebuilding work will no 
longer be necessary.” 


The Conference Board of Discipleship presents 

“Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” 


March 21, 2009 
Trinity United 
Methodist Church 
1000 West Woodward 
Ruston, La. 

Led by Revs. 
Dawn Young and 
Weldon Bares 


April 18, 2009 
First United Methodist 
Church 
703 Lee Ave. 
Lafayette, La. 

Led by Revs. 
Clifton Conrad and 
Ann Sutton 


Cost: $20 (covers book and lunch) 

Sign-in from 9-9:30 a.m./ event from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

To register for this study, please send a check for $20 made to Louisiana 
Conference, with your name, address and phone number to: Rhonda Whitley, 
UM Conference Office, 527 North Boulevard., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 or 
Register online at http://www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx?EID=5PRA10E 

Please specify which study you are planning to attend. We look forward to 
seeing you at one of the studies. 



Clanton Chapel UMC 


Members of the United Methodist 
Women of Munholland United Methodist 
Church of Metairie visited Clanton Chapel 
Preschool in Dulac on March 3. 
Munholland UMW has supported the 
Clanton Chapel Preschool since the early 


1980’s when there was no preschool avail¬ 
able for the young children of Dulac. The 
Clanton Chapel Preschool is a Louisiana 
Annual Conference Advance Special and is 
primarily supported by various United 
Methodist Churches all over the country. 


Magnolia UMC hosts farmers market 



CITY OF CENTRAL — Last week, 
readers of the Central City News said the 
No. 1 new retail business they would like 
to see in Central, La. is a produce market. 

A total of 31 percent of readers said 
they want a place to buy fresh, locally- 
grown produce. 

But they already have one such place — 
at least on Saturdays — the Greenwell 
Springs Farmers Market sponsored by 
Magnolia United Methodist Church, 16024 
Greenwell Springs Rd. 

The farmers market is open from 8 a.m. 
to 12 noon every Saturday. Magnolia 
United Methodist started the farmers’ mar¬ 
ket as an outreach to the Central communi¬ 
ty a little over two years ago. 


Since then, participation in the market 
has ebbed and flowed. Vendors have come 
and gone, as they have tried to make their 
Saturdays profitable. 

But one local farmer has been a real 
anchor for the market and has developed a 
loyal customer base. 

Bill Story owns a small truck farm 
where he raises just about everything that 
can be raised in Louisiana. Last Saturday 
he was selling his broccoli, celery, lettuce, 
collards, mustard greens, onions, radishes, 
squash, cucumbers, potatoes, tomatoes, and 
strawberries, plus honey and canned pre¬ 
serves. 

Used with permission of Central City 
News, email centralcitynews@hotmail.com 
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Enjoy fun, fellowship and faith at Louisiana’s UM church camps 



Each and every year, thousands of youth 
and adults find a special place in their heart 
for Church Camp. Not just because of the 
exciting adventures and lasting memories, 
but because camp is making a difference in 
their lives in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Whether experiencing awesome sum¬ 
mer camp fun or a church retreat on a get¬ 
away weekend, Church Camp is a place set 
apart from our fast-paced world. When 
you step foot on any one of your three 
United Methodist Camp and Retreat 
Centers in Louisiana, you experience a 
welcome sense of hospitality—a place set 
apart where your life will be changed. The 
sincere prayer of the leadership teams at all 
three camps is that you will claim a special 
place in your heart for YOUR church camp 
because of what God is doing there. 

This summer alone, Camp Istrouma, 
Uskichitto Retreat Center, and Caney 
Conference Centre have more than 20 dif¬ 
ferent events to choose from over seven 
weeks! Awesome activities to be found at 
camp in a safe environment include: 
Canoeing, Low and High Ropes Courses, 


Climbing Wall, Swimming, Exciting 
Worship and Interactive Bible Study, 
Archery, Great tasting food, Sports, Games, 
and much more. 

You can count on seeing old friends at 
camp and expect to make new ones. Those 
coming to camp this summer will have the 
opportunity to grow closer in their journey 
with Jesus Christ, and to see Him touch 
their lives in amazing ways. We look for¬ 
ward to seeing you this year! 

Your three camps, and their locations, 
are: 

Camp Istrouma, located in South-East 
Louisiana, under the leadership of Garth 
and Monique Frenzel. Visit the website at 
www.campistrouma.com 

Uskichitto Retreat Center, located in 
South-West Louisiana, under the leadership 
of Jason & Dawn Wright. Visit www.cam- 
purc.com 

Caney Conference Centre, located in 
North-West Louisiana, under the leadership 
of James Parkerson. Visit www.caney- 
camp.com 
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Mary O. Fisher, 106, is pictured with her daughter Mildred Batiste, 68, during Mary’s birthday celebration at St. Luke’s UMC 
in Central, La. Six of Mary’s surviving children are, left to right, Lureen Pittman, 74, Batiste, Ivory Fisher, 66, Edna 
Robinson, 80, Christine Haywood, 81, and Lelia Riley, 77. Tony Fisher, 86, was too ill to attend the event. 


Mrs. Fisher, from page 1 

The land was too poor to raise cotton. As a 

result, there were very few slaves. 

After the war, the handful of freed 
slaves from this area settled along Droze 
Road, adjacent to what is now Stone 
Farms. Others lived along Morgan Road. 

They became small farmers and devel¬ 
oped an independent community. In 1867, 
some of the freed slaves organized St. 
Luke’s Methodist Church on land that was 
donated by Daniel Boone Morgan. 

In 1903, when Cousin Mary was just a 
baby — only 36 years after the founding of 
St. Luke’s — she was baptized and became 
a member of the church. 

In those days, public schools were just 
being organized in Central. The few black 
children in Greenwell Springs attended the 
Draughon School, a one-room schoolhouse 
located on Greenwell Springs Road a few 
hundred feet south of St. Luke’s. 

When Cousin Mary got married, she 
and her husband, Alphonse Fisher, lived 
just off Greenwell Springs Road and had 
10 children. A baby, Silas Eugene, died at 
13 months, but all of the other children 
grew up on the property and attended the 
Draughon School from grades one through 
six. 

In those days, schools across the nation 
were racially segregated. When black 
youngsters finished the Draughon School, 
they were assigned to attend McKinley 
High School in Baton Rouge. But no bus 
transportation was provided. The only way 
to continue in school was to move to Baton 
Rouge. 

Some of Mary Fisher’s children were 
able to do just that. For example, Mary’s 
daughter, Lureen Pittman, now 74, moved 
to Baton Rouge, graduated from McKinley, 
earned a degree at Southern University, and 
became a teacher. Lureen and her husband 
raised their children, and she later worked 
at Goudchaux’s and Dillard’s. 

Two of the teachers who taught at the 
Draughon School were Theresa Cotton and 
Delphine Carter. Miss Carter, the last 
teacher at the school, is still alive at age 
101 . 

About 1951, the Draughon School 
closed, and black students in the Greenwell 
Springs area were assigned to attend 
Chaneyville High School near Zachary. It 
was a long bus ride everyday, and Eugene 


Scott was the bus driver. At age 90, he is 
still living, though in poor health. He lives 
near the comer of Droze and Greenwell 
Springs roads. 

Cousin Mary and her family walked to 
the Eisworth Store at the intersection of 
Greenwell Springs and Sullivan roads to do 
their shopping. In later years, they walked 
to Shaffer’s Grocery in what is now the A+ 
Cleaners building. 

At St. Luke’s Methodist, Mary O. Fisher 
is seen as a living legend, a miracle who 
has witnessed the birth and childhood of 
every living member of the Droze Road 
community. 

At Sunday’s worship service, Cousin 
Mary was remembered as the long-time 
Sunday School director who was part of 
everything happening at St. Lukes for the 
past century. 

Mary’s daughter Lureen spoke on behalf 
of her brothers and sisters. She thanked 
her mother for her love and the wonderful 
example her life has been. She spoke 
about how hard her mother worked and 
about how much she loved God and her 
family. 

Richard Singleton sang a song to 
Cousin Mary: 

There is so much the Lord has done for 
me. When I was a sinner, He set me free. 


Oh, yes, He did! All of man’s burdens He 
helped me to carry. All of my sorrows He 
helped me to bear. The Lord never failed 
me. Thank you, Sir! He brought me from 
my childhood all along the way. Look 
what could have happened. I could be 
buried in my grave. I can’t pay the Lord, 
but I’d like to tell Him, thank you, Lord! 
You’ve been mighty good to me. When I 
was sick, You healed my body. I can’t pay 
the Lord, but I’d like to tell Him, thank 
you, Sir! 

Cousin Mary’s son Ivory Fisher, who 
flew in from St. Louis, said, “Thanks to our 
Heavenly Father, I have so enjoyed the 
years with my mother.” 

“She taught me so much. Not just me. 

If one of us got a whipping, we all got it!” 
he laughed. 

St. Luke’s former pastor, Dr. Alonzo 
Campbell, praised Cousin Mary’s mental 
alertness. “She remembers more than I do, 
and if I ever got anything wrong, she cor¬ 
rected me!” He praised her as “Truly a 
John 20 miracle.” 

Rev. Marguerite Rheames, the current 
pastor, said she is amazed at Cousin Mary’s 
presence every Sunday in the 
congregation. “It’s like a miracle. Today 
we are celebrating that miracle!” She 
praised Mary’s wisdom. “She embodies 


the definition of ‘wisdom’ — ‘a combina¬ 
tion of experience and awareness.’ 

Wisdom allows a person to evaluate the 
experience of the past so that mistakes can 
be avoided.” Rev. Rheames commented 
that people want to be in Cousin Mary’s 
presence and touch her hand or embrace 
her. “Mrs. Fisher is a living symbol of 
God’s blessings and reminds us that God is 
a miracle-working God!” 

After the service, everyone in atten¬ 
dance did indeed want to touch Cousin 
Mary. The entire congregation lined up, 
including young children, for a chance to 
shake her hand or kiss her cheek. 

“I feel blessed by her. I really do,” one 
girl, about 8, said. 

Cousin Mary was presented gifts from 
the church and from the Methodist Women. 

Mary O. Fisher has 10 children, 35 
grandchildren, 40 great grandchildren, and 
75 great-great grandchildren. As one of 
Cousin Mary’s grandchildren told Dr. 
Campbell, “You will never know us all! 
There are too many of us!” 

Dr. Campbell said, “We thank God for 
the blessed life of Mary Fisher. With 
descendants like Abraham, we know of no 
one like her!” 


Louisiana Tech Wesley Foundation’s 
5th Annual Murder Mystery Dinner Theater 
“The Final Cut” by Susan Haley 
March 26, 27, 28 7 p.m. each night 
Performed at Trinity United Methodist Church 
Cost: $20 for adults and $15 for students 

This fun-filled fundraiser will support our summer missions serving areas in West 
and North United States. The first team will work with Navajo Indians and then travel 
to Denver to do inner- city service. A second team will serve in inner-city Kansas 
City and Minneapolis. The teams leave May 24th and return June 22. 

There is mayhem, laughs, sarcasm, and even a death or two! The audience must 
figure out “who dunit”. It’s a great night with dinner and a live show\ 

For more information contact Becky Clark at (318) 255-3112 or 
becky@wesleymail.com 


First Annual Paracletia Fund Raiser 
April 30, 2009 6:30 p.m. 

Jefferson United Methodist Church 
10328 Jefferson Hwy. 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Keynote speaker: Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
Enjoy a gourmet meal and entertainment 
Cost of Ticket: $25 
Seating limited to 200 

Request for tickets and checks can be sent to Paracletia, Inc., 18642 Magnolia 
Estates, Prairieville, LA 70769 

Once payment is received, tickets will be held to be picked up at the door. 

For more information on Paracletia, Inc. please see our web site at 
www.paracletia.org 
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Student Forum at Centenary College May 21-24 


United Methodist college students will 
have the opportunity to explore leadership 
and hone their skills at Student Forum 
2009 at Centenary College of Louisiana, 
May 21-24. Student Forum is the national 
leadership conference of the United 
Methodist Student Movement, sponsored 
by the Campus Ministry Section of the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. 

Student leaders from all over the U.S. 
are expected to gather at the meeting at the 
college in Shreveport, La. The theme of the 
conference, which is planned and organ¬ 
ized by college students, is “Breaking 
Barriers, Building Bridges.” The confer¬ 
ence will include leadership training, spiri¬ 
tual formation, and networking. 

The registration fee this year has been 
reduced to $75 per person. The fee 
includes all conference materials, lodging, 
meals, and a $5 contribution to the UMSM 
Mission Fund. 

“We are excited about this year’s theme 
and the opportunity to bring students 
together from a variety of backgrounds and 
areas,” said Meg Lassiat, director of 
Student Ministries, Vocation, and 
Enlistment at GBHEM. “In today’s cul¬ 
ture, giving students the opportunity to 
learn about religious pluralism and inclu- 

Welcoming, from page 1 

Pineville (AL); First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge (Baton Rouge); St. 
Andrew’s UMC in Baton Rouge (BR); St. 
Francisville UMC in St. Francisville (BR); 
First United Methodist Church in Eunice 
(Lake Charles); St. Luke-Simpson UMC in 
Lake Charles (LC); St. Luke’s UMC in 
New Orleans (New Orleans); Asbury 
UMC in Bossier City (Shreveport); and 
Noel UMC in Shreveport (SH). 

The process of becoming a Welcoming 
Certified Congregation is easier than you 
might think! Simply download the form 
which can be found on the Igniting 
Ministry website at www.ignitingmin- 
istry.org. To become certified, a church 
must fulfill requirements on the form. Each 
requirement adds a certain number of 
points. A total of 100 points is all that any 
church needs to be certified in the first 
year. The form should be sent to the 
District Superintendent for a signature. 


Ultimate Transformation! 

2009 Confirmation Day with the Bishop 

March 28, 2009 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Join us at The Wesley Center in Woodworth as we 
gather for a fun-filled day of discovering how United 
Methodists are Ultimately Transformed and 
Transforming! 

Your day will include great fellowship, lunch, a t-shirt, 
worship and workshops. 

Workshops include: 

A visit with Bishop Hutchinson 
Missions 

History & Heritage 
Sacraments 
Worship 

Registration begins at 9:15 a.m 
Program begins at 10:00 a.m. 

Register online at 

https://www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx?EID=FALL36E 



United Methodist 
Students 

WORLDWIDE 




V®oay 

Your support for: 

• The Ministerial Educational Fund 

• The Black College Fund 

• The Africa University Fund 

• United Methodist Student Day 

• World Communion Sunday 
(Student Scholarships) 

does make a difference in 
enabling us to serve more persons 
more effectively in 

“Preparing A New Generation 
of Christian Leaders.” 

Bishop Marcus Matthews, President 
Jerome King Del Pino, General Secretary 

ON BEHALF OF STAFF AND DIRECTORS 

General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry 


sivity in the church will help prepare stu¬ 
dents to be better leaders in a global 
church.” 

On Saturday, participants will take part 
in various community service projects in 
Shreveport. Students will also engage in 
legislative discussions during the event. 

Although registration for Student Forum 
is open to all college students, each annual 
conference must still identify three voting 
student delegates and six alternate student 
delegates to the annual Student Forum. 

To register online or to leam more about 
the event, visit www.umsm.org/studentfo- 
rum. 
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Over 200 youth attend Senior High Retreat at Wesley Center 




Over 200 youth from throughout the Louisiana Annual Conference attended one of two Senior High Retreats at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. The event, held 
March 6-8, featured keynote speaker Rev. Eugene Hebert who challenged the youth to examine whether they “hide or seek” as they face their relationship with God. 
Youth are pictured above enjoying fellowship time between sessions during the retreat. All three of the teens pictured at left attend St. Francisville UMC. 


Grace Camp 
seeks scholarship 
donors 

GRACE Camp is a five day experience 
designed to minister to some victims of 
crime that are often forgotten. They are 
the children of incarcerated persons. These 
children have special needs and, the great¬ 
est of these is to know that they are loved. 
GRACE Camp is a place where they expe¬ 
rience the love of God and God’s people. 
During the week, they will be helped to 
recognize their self worth, given opportu¬ 
nities for spiritual growth, and explore 
what it means to live as children of God. 
Statistics have shown that these children 
are very likely to end up in prison them¬ 
selves if some intervention is not done. 
GRACE Camp is a place to break the 
cycle. 

We need your help!!! The children who 
attend GRACE Camp do so on scholar¬ 
ship. Therefore, help is needed from 
churches, Sunday School classes, men’s 
groups, women’s groups, community 
groups and individuals. You can also 
request a list of needed items for camp and 
encourage your group to be involved in the 
effort. 

Our critical needs this year are assis¬ 
tance in preparation for the camp (set up 
and take down), staff members and a nurse 
for one of the four camps, and assistance 
with camper transportation to and from 
camp. 

For more information or to 
volunteer/donate please contact: 

Chuck Mayeaux (985-878-4969), 

Cheryl Johnson (225-664-0956 or 
Cjohnsonvip@aol.com), or Gail Pickering 
(318-345-1018 or pickpackg@gmail.com) 



Is Your Income 
Secure? 

Find Security in a Gift Annuity 

If you are like many wondering about the 
economic road ahead, consider the 
dependability of a Charitable Gift Annuity. 

Contact us for a free pamphlet that illustrates 
how creating a Gift Annuity can provide: 

• Fixed income for yourself 

• A charitable tax deduction this year 

• Support for your faith/oreuer single Lite* 




(225) 346-1535 or (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving. org 


Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity Rates 

Age 

Rate 

60 

5.0% 

65 

5.3 

75 

6.3 

80 

7.1 

85 

8.1 

90+ 

9.5 


*Two-life rates are lower. 
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Bishop urges welcoming church certification 


There are only two months left until the 
2009 Louisiana Annual Conference, slated 
for June 7-10 at the Ponchartrain Center in 
Kenner, La. During the 2008 Annual 
Conference in Shreveport, Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson challenged local churches 
throughout the conference to become 


Welcoming Certified Congregations by the 
2009 annual conference. That means there 
is a little less than two months left for local 
churches to meet the Bishop’s challenge 
and become Welcoming Certified through 
the ‘Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open 
Doors’ denominational initiative sponsored 


by United Methodist Communications. 

Achieving Welcoming Certification is 
required by United Methodist 
Communications of any church that applies 
for individual matching grant funds for 

See Welcoming, page 8 


June 7-10, 2009 


Rethink Church 


Ponchartrain Center 
Kenner, La. 



Noel UMC/4 



Discerners / 5 




Larry Hygh, Jr., Director of Communications for the California-Pacific Conference, served as one of three national 
trainers for the Rethink Church conference-wide training held March 14 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. A total of 
120 clergy and laypersons learned more about being a welcoming church, as well as identifying and connecting with 
seekers under 40 years of age. Rethink Church, an extension of the denomination’s ‘Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open 
Doors’ initiative, focuses on a variety of ‘doorways’ for people in a community to enter the United Methodist Church. 


Random acts of 

What if we Rethink Church? 

What would that look like? 

What would that feel like? 

What would that live like? 

In a day-long training held at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La., 120 
clergy and laypersons examined those 
questions while learning how to be more 
welcoming, and exploring methods of 
identifying and connecting to seekers. 

Participants received materials to 
bring back to their local churches so that 


kindness mark 

they can be better equipped to incorpo¬ 
rate evangelism into the daily life of the 
church, with an eye toward reaching peo¬ 
ple under the age of 40. 

The event, led by national trainers 
from United Methodist Communications, 
is just one of dozens of similar work¬ 
shops being held throughout the denomi¬ 
nation. These workshops are preparing 
annual conferences for the May 6 denom¬ 
inational launch of the Rethink concept. 
United Methodists are being asked to 


Rethink launch 

orchestrate events that include “random 
acts of kindness” which will provide an 
inspirational platform for spreading the 
word that church is not “just a building.:” 

Local churches can access free door 
hangers bearing the Rethink message that 
can be utilized close to the launch to 
invite people in the community to church 
sponsored events. A limited number of 
these free door hangers can be obtained 
from your District office. More specific 

See Rethink Church, page 5 


Exploration 2009 / 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Bonus! Bonus! Who’s Got the Bonus! 


I know how so many feel with regard 
to the bonuses that were/are to be paid to 
the employees of AIG! I don’t like it 
either. It is certainly understandable that 
these were part of a legal agreement 
between the company and the employee 
long before this current economic implo¬ 
sion happened. However, it is an exces¬ 
sive move and unadvisable given the 
financial climate in which we all are liv¬ 
ing. 

What worries me as much as anything 
else is the integrity issue. While man¬ 
agement might have had the obligation to 
pay the bonus, where does the integrity 
of the employee come into play? It is 
encouraging that some are offering to 
retum/refuse the extra “incentive.” After 
all, they recognize the state of the econo¬ 
my, they realize the unpopularity of tak¬ 
ing these funds, and they have that 
uneasy feeling inside that says, “This 
isn’t right, all things being considered.” I 
admire those who have made this deci¬ 
sion. 

As I have reflected on what all this 
monetary confusion and dissension 
means to our common life together as a 
nation, it is the integrity issue that keeps 
haunting me. In fact, it seems it is an 
integrity issue that has gotten us into 
much of this “mess.” If companies were 
lending money without doing their due 
diligence to make sure the borrower had 
the resources to pay the loan back, then 
that points to a lack of business integrity. 
If a borrower was taking out a loan, all 
the while knowing they did not have the 
financial security to pay it back, then that 
is a lack of personal integrity. When 
making more money for my pocket 
matches up with having everything I 
want, even if I can’t pay for it, then you 
have a combustible mixture that will 
inevitably explode. And explode it has. 

In the Old Testament there is a major 
theological understanding known as 
“Corporate Personality.” What that 
means in simple terms is that whatever 
happens to one of us happens to all of us. 
Whatever is good for one of us is good 
for all of us. Whatever is detrimental to 
one of us is detrimental to all of us. We 
share life as a corporate body, not as 
individual beings, and we live only in 
community and never alone. So it is that 
a lone shopkeeper in rural Kansas, who 
is a follower of Judaism, can celebrate 
the joys and celebrations of the nation of 
Israel because all are one. There is no 
aloneness. There is only the corporate 
body. When one suffers, all suffer. 

When one is blemished, all are blem¬ 
ished. When one is honored, all are hon¬ 
ored. And wherever one lives is irrele¬ 
vant to being a part of that corporate 
“family.” Everyone is part of the family 
no matter where they are! And how one 
lives his/her life affects that entire family. 
It is a beautiful and community-building 
understanding of life. 

In the New Testament we find a situa¬ 
tion that is a derivative of this theological 


ru 


Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


understanding. It is 
found in Paul’s first 
letter to the church 
in Corinth (Chapter 
8) and is known to 
us as the controversy 
of whether a 
Christian can eat 
food offered to a 
pagan god. The 
argument again is 
simple. I may have 
no commitment to a pagan god and may 
just see the meat that is offered as a sac¬ 
rifice to this non-being god as good meat 
for my family’s table. If I eat it there is 
no worship of anything foreign, nor is 
there a belief in the god to which it was 
sacrificed. However, if another sees me 
eat this food that is offered to an idol or a 
pagan god, and they believe in the god to 
whom it was offered, then they can easi¬ 
ly see me as being devoted to and wor¬ 
shipful of this god as well. So, Paul 
argues, the best thing is just not to eat the 
food that has been offered and that will 
solve the dilemma. That way, no one 
will misunderstand and I will not be 
guilty of leading another astray by caus¬ 
ing her or him to think I am supportive 
of a pagan god or a foreign way of think¬ 
ing. 

This argument applies to the bonus 
situation of today. If what I am doing 
makes my brothers and sisters stray into 
a life style they do not or cannot under¬ 
stand, thus leading them into troubled 
waters, then I need to curb what I do. If 
what I do causes my brother or sister to 
stumble in their own life, even if it is 
seen by me to be “legitimate” and of no 
consequence to anyone but me, then I 
need to stop doing whatever it is that is 
misleading the other. If I believe the 
bonus is legitimately mine, but by taking 
it others think I am approving profiting 
off another’s ill fortune, then I need to 
deny the bonus. My actions are not sim¬ 
ply my actions! If I believe in “corporate 
personality,” then what I do has direct 
consequence on everyone else around me 
and I am responsible for his or her well 
being or his or her downfall. 

Isn’t it time for us as a nation, and 
particularly those of us who call our¬ 
selves “Christian,” to assess whether we 
are eating meat offered to idols and 
pagan gods! Are our business practices 
filled with integrity, or are they designed 
for me to get all I can no matter what it 
does to another? Isn’t my integrity more 
important than all the physical gain I 
might have by just sacrificing a little of 
that integrity? Isn’t the good of the 
whole more important than my own per¬ 
sonal accumulation? 

What is this journey through life all 
about if it is not about helping one anoth¬ 
er along the way? Isn’t it about making 
sure that when all is said and done God 
will be able to say, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant”? And I want to hear one 
other thing. I want to hear, “Your 


2009 

Pre-Conference Meetings 


Acadiana 

Sunday, May 17 

1st UMC Lafayette 

3:00 pm 


Monday, May 18 
Patterson UMC 

6:30 pm 

Alexandria 

Sunday, May 3 

1st UMC, Pineville 

5:00 pm 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 3 3:00 pm 

Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles 

Sunday, May 17 

Welsh UMC 

3:00 pm 

Monroe 

Monday, May 11 

Memorial UMC, Monroe 

6:30 pm 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 3 

1st Slidell UMC 

3:00 pm 

Shreveport 

Sunday, May 3 

Christ UMC, Shreveport 

3:00 pm 


Sunday, May 3 

1st Minden 

6:30 pm 


integrity was never compromised. Your 
commitment to the whole was always 
intact. What you did for yourself you did 
for all.” That statement will be bonus 
enough. 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 


Igniting Ministry 
Conference-wide 
Television Campaign 

Watch your local tv station 
for an Easter campaign 
with spots sponsored by 
The United Methodist 
Churches of Louisiana 
March 30-April 11 


Louisiana Conferenced^? 
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Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
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Delegates to this year’s 62 U.S. annual conferences and the 73 conferences in Africa, Europe and Asia will consider 23 amendments approved earlier by the 2008 
United Methodist General Conference, the denomination’s top legislative body. Delegates are shown at the 2008 Louisiana Annual Conference in Shreveport. 


Conferences to consider denominational church structure 


BY LINDA GREEN 

United Methodists meeting in this 
year’s annual sessions will vote on 32 pro¬ 
posed constitutional amendments, many of 
them related to the denomination’s struc¬ 
ture as a global body. 

Delegates to the 62 U.S. annual confer¬ 
ences and the 73 conferences in Africa, 
Europe and Asia will consider 23 amend¬ 
ments approved earlier by the 2008 United 
Methodist General Conference, the denom¬ 
ination’s top legislative body. The amend¬ 
ments, proposed by the Task Force on the 
Worldwide Nature of the Church, are for 
the creation of regional conferences to 
establish a uniform denominational struc¬ 
ture. 

The legislation would make it possible 
to create a U.S regional conference in the 
future. Each annual conference would 
belong to a regional conference that will be 
able to organize into jurisdictional confer¬ 
ences if the amendments are passed by the 
2009 annual conference sessions. 

The remaining nine amendments are 
related to church and conference member¬ 
ship; annual and jurisdictional conference 
composition, including boundaries; inclu¬ 
siveness of the church; representation of 
newly created conferences at general, juris¬ 
dictional and central conferences; the judi¬ 
cial council; episcopal elections; fiduciary 
responsibility; and clergy participation in 
the election of delegates to general, juris¬ 
dictional and central conferences. 

“Amendments may be debated, but may 
not be amended,” said the Rev. L. 
Fitzgerald Reist, II, secretary of the 
General Conference. 

Voting on changes to the church’s con¬ 
stitution occurs in the year following 
General Conference to provide annual con¬ 
ferences with time to familiarize them¬ 
selves with the proposed amendments, he 
said. “This is an attempt by the General 
Conference to be flexible and respond 
more appropriately in a rapidly changing 
world,” Reist added. 

All constitutional amendments must be 
approved by a two-thirds vote of the total 
number of voting members of all annual 
conferences worldwide. The Council of 
Bishops is expected to announce the 
results during its 2010 spring meeting. 


If annual conferences approve proposed 
constitutional amendment XIX , deacons, 
associate members and provisional mem¬ 
bers may join ordained ministers in full 
connection in voting for clergy delegates to 
general, jurisdictional and central confer¬ 
ences. 

To be eligible to vote, local pastors 
must have completed the course of study 
or master of divinity degree and have 
served under appointment for two consecu¬ 
tive years immediately preceding an elec¬ 
tion. 

Another proposed amendment would 
allow lay people on the committee on 
investigation to vote on matters of ordina¬ 
tion, character and conference relations of 
clergy. 

The annual conference is the “basic 
unit” of the church, according to the 
denomination’s Book of Discipline. It may 
include an entire state, part of a state or 
even parts of two or more states. 

During the annual conference gather¬ 
ings in the United States, Africa, Europe 
and the Philippines, one-year appointments 
of all conference clergy members are 
announced. New deacons and elders are 
ordained, candidates for ordination 
approved, special projects and ministries 
recognized and budgets are set. A bishop 
presides over each annual session. 

U.S. conference changes 

In 2007, delegates to the North and 
South Indiana Conferences voted to merge, 
an action that was approved by the North 
Central Jurisdictional Conference in 2008. 
The new Indiana Annual Conference will 
have its first conference session June 25-28 
in Muncie. 

Delegates to the 2008 Northeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference approved specif¬ 
ic plans for the creation of two new annual 
conferences from the uniting of six confer¬ 
ences from the New York state portions of 
Wyoming and Troy along with all of the 
churches in Western New York and North 
Central New York. 

The Pennsylvania portion of the 
Wyoming Conference will join the Central 
Pennsylvania to create a new conference in 
Pennsylvania, and the Vermont portion of 
the Troy Conference will become part of 
the New England Conference. The effec¬ 


tive date for the change is July 1, 2010. 

Annual conference members from 
Central Pennsylvania and Wyoming are 
expected to vote on a recommendation that 
the new Pennsylvania conference be 
named the Susquehanna Annual 
Conference, which is the name of river that 
winds throughout much of the conference 
boundaries. 

Africana worship 

Safiyah Fosua of the United Methodist 
General Board of Discipleship has been 
recognized by the Religion Communicators 
Council (RCC) for excellence in the Book 
Category. 

“What a wonderful way to end four 
years of hard work and deep reflection as a 
writing community!,” exclaims the Rev. 

Dr. Safiyah Fosua, GBOD director of invi¬ 
tational preaching and one of the editors of 
The Africana Worship Book series. 

Fosua’s winning entry was the 
“Africana Worship Book: Year C,” 

(http ://www.upperroom. org/bookstore/desc 
ription.asp?item_id=606457) which is one 
of three books of liturgy written to support 
the use of the Revised Common Fectionary 
for years A, B and C, and a fourth volume 
with essays on worship in the black church. 
Following the pattern of earlier Africana 
volumes, the book offers calls to worship, 
litanies, choral readings, confessions, 
creeds, benedictions and special prayers. 
Africana Year C includes resources for spe¬ 
cial days, including Martin Futher King Jr. 
Day, Juneteenth Day, World Communion 
Sunday and All Saints Day written by over 
30 writers of African descent. 

Edited by Valerie Bridgeman Davis and 
Safiyah Fosua, Africana Year C contribu¬ 
tors are: Maxine Allen, Eugene Blair, 
Gennifer Benjamin Brooks, Carolyn W. 
Dandridge, T. Anne Daniel, Joseph W. 
Daniels Jr., Junius Dotson, Bryan K. Fleet, 
Sharletta Green, Cynthia A. Bond Hopson, 
Sherrie Dobbs Johnson, Ray Jordan, Judah 
Prayze, Kwasi Kena, Darlene A. Moore, 
Toni Payne, Tony Peterson , Jeanette 
Pinkston , Ciona Rouse, Kelvin Sauls, 
Kevin Smalls, Fillian Smith, Marilyn 
Thornton, Cheryl Walker, Brian Courtney 


The first session of 2009 conference 
gatherings was held in January when the 
Gwaten Conference of the United 
Methodist Church of Nigeria convened. 
The U.S. gatherings begin in May when 
the Red Bird Missionary Conference con¬ 
venes May 1-2 in Big Creek, Ky., and will 
conclude June 28 with the adjournments of 
the Desert Southwest Annual Conference. 

book is honored 

Wilson and Stacey Cole Wilson. Rev. 
Moore is pastor of Camphor Memorial 
UMC in Baton Rouge, Fa. 

“As an editor, I saw the writers grow 
exponentially from year to year into an 
amazing community of writers; it was so 
affirming to have the judges commend 
their worth as writers and communicators,” 
said Fosua. “It is both exciting and hum¬ 
bling to have Africana receive this recogni¬ 
tion. This prestigious award from an inter¬ 
faith group of religious communicators 
helps us to see Africana’s usefulness in 
communities outside of Africana.” 

Africana is the term used to describe 
those persons, regardless of where they 
live, who can trace their ancestry back to 
Africa . 

The DeRose-Hinkhouse Award ceremo¬ 
ny will be held in Boston, Mass, on March 
29 in conjunction with RCC’s annual meet¬ 
ing, which is celebrating its 80th anniver¬ 
sary. 
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Noel UMC - Shreveport 



A 20-member team from Noel United Methodist made their annual mission to 
Jaurez, Mexico as part of the Projecto Abrigo Mission Project. In addition to 
building three cinderblock houses this year, a baseball clinic was a big hit with 
the kids in the area. Clockwise from above left: Ann Holland, Jackie Watson, 

Doug Peterson, and Hugo Holland, team members from Noel UMC, enjoy worship 
services in Juarez. Team members pose for a photo before work begins on one 
of the cinderblock houses. Bob Thomas, left, and Rev. Dave Fortuna, right, sur¬ 
vey their work after digging a trench for the foundation. David Williamson (red 
hat) and Howard Hines (purple hat) are pictured with a group of the local children 
who participated in the baseball clinic. 


First UMC - Gonzales 


Many dollars were “rolling in” during 
the “Raise Our Roof’ garage sale held by 
United Methodist Women at First United 
Methodist Church in Gonzales on March 
14-15. The project was planned and 
staffed by the women of the church, but 
several of the men assisted in pickup and 
delivery of items to be sold. The men also 
assisted buyers on the day of the sale and 
coordinated the “dreaded” packing and 


cleaning up after the event. The UMW 
group, under the direction of Leya 
Matthew, president, hosted the sale to raise 
money which will help pay for a new roof 
for both the sanctuary and the parsonage. 
Both facilities were damaged during 
Hurricane Gustav in the fall of 2008. 
Under the direction of Ruth Bailey, the 
United Methodist Women also sold red 
beans and rice, chili and hotdogs. 


IS THERE A DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE? 

Luke’s House, a free clinic co-sponsored by Rayne 
and Mt. Zion United Methodist Churches in New 
Orleans, seeks volunteer physicians- retired or 
active- who are interested in becoming involved as 
we explore the possibility of expanding to a second 
night each week. 

Contact Tom Grissom, director of Luke’s House, at 
(504)-444-7879. The clinic is operating in 
collaboration with LSU Medical School. 


Gospel on the Northshore 2009 

Sunday, April 5, 2009 
5 p.m. 

Featuring the music of 
Award-Winning Composer 
Mark Hayes 
with 

The St. Timothy Choir 
and 

Special Guest Artists 
Ebony Preston, soprano 
Patton Rice, baritone 
Sean Pollock, piano 

The concert is free as a “Gift to the Community. ” Reserved tickets 
are available and recommended. For additional information, contact 
the church office at (985) 626-3307. 

Free tickets available(recommended) 

March 5, 2009 

St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC 
James Mitchell, Senior Pastor 
335 Asbury Drive 
Mandeville, LA 70403 
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Participants in the March 14 Rethink Church Training at The Wesley Center 
received doorhangers and bumper stickers, along with valuable training materi¬ 
als to share with their respective local churches. Kathy Powers from Aurora UMC 
in New Orleans listens intently during one of three breakout sessions. 


Rethink Church, from page i 

information about the launch and how local 
churches can be a part of this effort will be 
sent via email through the District offices 
this week. 

Those local churches that were unable 
to attend the Rethink Church training in 
March can participate in the 2009 Rethink 
Church 101 welcoming online courses run¬ 
ning May 13-June 24, July 15-Aug. 26, 
and Oct. 7-Nov. 11. Find out more about 


registration at www.rethinkchurch.org 
In order to find a church that meets their 
needs, the campaign will direct people to 
the Find-a-Church feature, a database of 
more than 35,000 United Methodist 
churches. Users can search the database of 
churches by geographic location, congrega¬ 
tion size, language and ethnicity, programs 
and services, church activities and more. 
Please take a minute to check your own 
church’s Find-a-Church page and update 
any incorrect or outdated information. 


Rayne Artist Series 

+"The American Classic Organ," 
presented by William T. VanPelt 
Tuesday, April 14, 6 pm 

+"Meditating on the Passion: 

Art and Devotion and the Dawn of the Renaissance/' 

presented by Holly Meek, 

Assistant Professor of Art History , Tulane University 

Sunday, April 19,3 pm 

+"The First Missionary Women in New Orleans: 

The Ursuline Nuns," 

presented by Emily Clark, Clement Chambers Benenson Professor ; 
American Colonial History and Associate Professor *, Department of 
History , Tulane University 

Monday, May 11, 6 pm 


Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church 
3900 St. Charles Ave. 

New Orleans, La. 70115 
For more information call (504) 899-3431 




Twenty men and women, ranging in 
ages from 19-50, attended The 
Discerners Academy held at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth from 
March 13-15. Dr. Laceye Warner of 
Duke Divinity School in Durham, North 
Carolina served as event facilitator. 
Rev. Betsy Eaves, above, Director of 
the Centenary Christian Leadership 
Center, reviews a passage of scripture 
during one of the academy sessions. 
Eaves served as one of the event facil¬ 
itators. A student at Grambling is pic¬ 
tured right participating in the 
Discerner’s Academy. Rev. Carole 
Cotton-Winn is pictured below, left, 
with a group of the event facilitators. 
She serves as Director of the Academy 
for Spiritual Leadership, and helps 
coordinate The Discerners Academy. 


Event inspires those 

Twenty men and women, ranging in 
ages from 19-50, attended The Discerners 
Academy held at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth from March 13-15. 

Dr. Laceye Warner of Duke Divinity 
School in Durham, North Carolina served 
as event facilitator. 

Staff for the event included Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson along with Revs. 
Carole Cotton Winn (director of the 


discerning ‘the call’ 

Spiritual Academy), Craig Gillam (director 
for the Center for Pastoral Effectiveness), 
Stephen Spurlock (Lake Charles District 
Superintendent), Ellen Alston (Alexandria 
District Superintendent), and other pastors 
throughout the conference. Seminary repre¬ 
sentatives and conference program staff 
also assisted as Discerners asked questions, 
gathered information, and examined lean¬ 
ings toward a call to ministry. 
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Kelley and Sarver named to national men’s ministry 




NASHVILLE — Joe Kelley, former 
president of United Methodist Men in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference and present 
national president of conference prayer 
advocates, has been named one of seven 
men’s ministry specialists. 

Ron Sarver of the Louisiana Conference 
has also been named as a specialist. 

After completing training sessions with 
Orlando-based Man in the Mirror, courses 
in United Methodist polity and history, safe 
sanctuary training, and hands-on experi¬ 
ence in men’s ministry in a local church, 
Kelley and Sarver were certified to assist 
congregations in the difficult work of 
reaching men. 

Kelley and Sarver were certified during 
a March 5-8 meeting of the National 



David Delk, President 
Man In The Mirror 


Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Men 
In Partnership with 


MAM 

man in the mirror 



April 17 th and 18 th , 2009 
Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA 



William Hutchinson, Bishop 
Louisiana Conference 


REACHING EVERY MAN 

Introducing A Strategy To Leave No Man Behind 


The Louisiana Conference United Methodist Men proudly sponsor this 8-hour course > spread over two days , to introduce 
the basics of building a sustainable ministry to men in our churches. Join David Delk and Bishop William Hutchinson 
as they help us ask the right questions and look at the discipleship activities we offer for men. 

Who should attend? 

Men's ministry leaders 
Pastors - District Superintendents 
Laymen in the church 
Potential new leaders 
Any Man with a vision to make disciples 

This training is designed for teams also, 

so come with a group from your church! 

Topics include: 

o The No Man Left Behind Model 
o The Purpose of the Church 
o Developing Your Vision 
o What is Men’s Ministry?Discipleship Journey 

EVENT DETAILS: 

Woodworth, Louisiana The Wesley Center (318)449-4500 www.thewesleycenter.com 
April 17 th and 18 th Friday: 3 PM until 9 PM Saturday: 7 AM until 3 PM 

This weekend event is open to all denominations, and the Louisiana United Methodist 
Men encourages all churches to attend. For more information, contact Barney Babin 
blbabin@bellsouth.net or Mike McLallen cfmclallen@yahoo.com (318)797-1211 

Event Registration: $59.00* 

TO REGISTER: Complete Registration Form and mail your check to Larry Clanton, 

2413 Torrey Pine Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70816. jlarry@cox.net (225)266-1224 

Make checks payable to: 

Louisiana Conference UMM —— Registration Forms also available at: www.lcumm.org 

*NOTE: Contact The Wesley Center (above) to make your room reservation separately: 
Single, $47.00; Double Occupancy, $31.00 each; Triple Occupancy, $28.00 each 



o Engaging Men in the Process 
o The Create-Capture-Sustain Cycle 
o Attracting Young Men to the 


specialist posts 

Association of Conference Presidents. 

They will also be recognized during the 
10th National Gathering of United 
Methodist Men July 10-12 in Nashville 
where there will be training sessions for 
other men interested in becoming men’s 
ministry specialists. 

The Rev. David Adams, top staff execu¬ 
tive of the Commission on United 
Methodist Men, said the program is a 
response to the shortage of qualified lead¬ 
ership in men’s ministry and the leadership 
emphasis of the church’s four areas of 
focus. The possibilities for the denomina¬ 
tion are diminished by the spiritual condi¬ 
tion of men, he said. 

The specialists will motivate, inspire 
and serve as “coaches for the conference 
and district to connect with local churches 
and connect to the commission,” Adams 
said. 

“The program motivates leaders through 
vision, inspiration, cooperation and encour¬ 
agement,” he added. “This is about men 
helping men know Christ so that others can 
find Christ.” 


Jurisdictions must 
reduce number 
of active bishops 

The General Conference of 2008 
passed legislation that mandates the 
reduction of the number of active 
bishops in the United States. Each 
Jurisdiction is to eliminate one active 
bishop by the Jurisdictional 
Conference of 2012. 

What this means for us in 
Louisiana is that we must be part of a 
process that will help determine how 
we will make this adjustment for the 
South Central Jurisdiction. What will 
be the criteria by which we make the 
decision as to alignment of areas a 
bishop will serve? How will we deter¬ 
mine equitable work-load? How will 
we determine geographical boundaries 
that will accommodate one less bish¬ 
op? What are the specific needs of 
Louisiana that need to be considered as 
this discussion moves forward? 

As a “first step” in this complicated 
process, the current bishops of our 
Jurisdiction are holding “Listening 
Sessions” in every Annual Conference 
as a way to begin to hear the concerns 
of the people. On Tuesday, April 28, 
we will hold our “Listening Session” at 
the Wesley Center in Woodworth from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Bishop Charles N. 
Crutchfield of the Arkansas Area will 
be our leader for that day, helping us 
work through some initial questions. 

General and Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegates and Alternates, 
the Conference Ministry Team, the 
Conference Board of Trustees and the 
Mission Cabinet have been invited to 
attend the session. A general invitation 
is issued to any others who might wish 
to attend. If you wish to attend, please 
RSVP to Kathy Moore in the Bishop’s 
office at (225) 346-1646. 
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Exploration 2009 slated for Nov. 13-15 


EXPLORATION 2009, scheduled for 
Nov. 13-15 in Dallas, Texas, addresses The 
United Methodist Church’s need for young 
clergy by offering youth and young adults 
who feel God’s call a chance to explore that 
call. 

“Today more than ever, the denomina¬ 
tion needs to sponsor events that invite, 
train, and support young people as they 
answer their call to ordained ministry,” said 
the Rev. Meg Lassiat, director of Student 
Ministries, Vocation, and Enlistment at the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, which sponsors EXPLORATION. 

“In the past three years, we have seen a 
growth in the numbers and percentage of 
young adult clergy in the UMC. Last fall, 
The Lewis Center for Church Leadership 
released the 2008 Clergy Age Trends 
Report that shows for the first time this cen¬ 
tury the percentage of young elders has 
risen to greater than 5 percent. The report 
said the percentage of young adult elders 
was 5.21 percent and the percentage of 
young adult deacons had risen to 7.69 per¬ 
cent,” Lassiat said. 

“These statistics show a positive trend 
since this data was first reported in 2005, 
and the increase helps to demonstrate the 
importance of events and ministries that 
encourage youth and young adults to con¬ 
sider ordained ministry as a profession,” 
Lassiat said. 

The national event is for high school 


seniors through young adults aged 24 who 
are considering a call to ordained ministry 
as a deacon or elder in The United 
Methodist Church. 

“By attending EXPLORATION, youth 
and young adults will have the opportunity 
to explore a variety of ways to serve in 
ordained ministry,” Lassiat said. 

She added that efforts are being made to 
communicate regularly with annual confer¬ 
ences so clergy and other leaders will have 
the opportunity to support their young peo¬ 
ple and encourage them in their discern¬ 
ment for ministry. 

The Rev. Tyrone Gordon, Dr. William B. 
Lawrence, Bishop Sally Dyck, and the Rev. 
Motoe Yamada will be the keynote speakers 
for the event. Participants will also have the 
chance to talk with admissions staff from 
the 13 United Methodist schools of theolo¬ 
gy, attend workshops, and take part in small 
group discussions. 

For more information, or to register for 
EXPLORATION, please visit 
www.gbhem.org/exploration or 
www.explorecalling.org. 



Stinchcomb to speak at Laity Breakfast 


This year’s Laity 
Breakfast will be held 
June 9 at the 
Ponchartrain Center in 
Kenner, La. Keynote 
speaker will be Jon 
Stinchcomb, football 
player for the New 
Orleans Saints. Jon 
will be sharing with us 
his personal experi¬ 
ences with those he met 
on his spiritual walk with God. 



Jon Stinchcomb 


Jon will share how with the audience 
how he has taken time away from his busy 
career to give a helping hand in his com¬ 
munity. Jon frequently visits local schools 
and hospitals to carry the message of God’s 
love. 

Tickets for this year’s Laity Banquet 
will be sold at pre-conference meetings at a 
cost of $15. If you miss purchasing at that 
time, tickets will be sold at Annual 
Conference. You may purchase from Joyce 
Robinson, Associate Lay Leader or Sarah 
Kreutziger, Conference Lay Leader. 


Lay Speaking in the United Methodist Church 
Basic and Advanced Training 
April 4, 2009 

University United Methodist Church 
3501 Patrick St. 

Lake Charles, La. 

8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Basic Lay Speaking 

An introductory class for first-time lay speakers. Taught by Charles Langford. 

Advanced Course on Preaching 

More in-depth study on preaching and leading a service of worship. Taught by Rev. 

Lisa Turnbull. 

Course on Sacraments 

A study of the meaning of the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Communion and 
how they shape our worship and daily living. Taught by Rev. Nancy Wofford. 

To register, contact Patti Burgess at (337) 439-2982. 

Registration deadline: April 2, 2009 
Registration fee: $25 (make check payable to Lake Charles District) 



100% Tuition 
Scholarship 
for 

United Methodist 
applicants 

TO THE 

Master of 
Divinity program! 

Qualifications: 

UMC membership for 1 year, 
3.5 undergraduate GPA or 
higher, Applicant meets 
all admissions criteria 

do justice, low feihdn&M. walk humbly. 

■ Master of Divinity 

■ Master of Arts in Ministry: Redefine service 

■ Master of Arts: Inspire religious discourse 

■ Master of Sacred Theology 

■ Doctor of Ministry 

36 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940 ■ theoadm@drew.edu ■ 973/408-3111 


www.drew.edu/theo 

DREW 

THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 
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Foundation sponsors stewardship pilot program for Baton Rouge district 


“Stewardship is not an event, it’s a 
process,” was the Reverend Melvin 
Amerson’s mantra at the first meeting of 
the Baton Rouge Stewardship Pilot 
Program at St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge March 12. 

The Stewardship Pilot Program is being 
underwritten by the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana to help African- 
American churches enhance stewardship in 
the local church, after a congregational 
stewardship survey identified the need. 
Amerson, a stewardship consultant who 
specializes in issues unique to the African- 
American church, will consult with six 
churches in the Baton Rouge district: St. 
Mark’s, Camphor Memorial, Jordan, 

Neely, Roberts and Wesley. At least 30 pas¬ 
tors and lay persons from these churches 
were represented at the March meeting. 
Monthly teleconferences and at least two 
personal meetings per church will follow. 

Amerson is an ordained elder in the 
Texas Annual Conference and a former 
local church pastor. He draws upon his pas¬ 
toral experience to help churches develop a 
theology of generosity, define stewardship 
roles, celebrate the offering each week, and 
establish endowment giving. 


The Foundation also sponsored the 
African American Pastor Retreat held Feb. 
15-16 at The Wesley Center. The event was 
co-sponsored by the Office of Multi- 
Cultural Ministries. Church and individual 
stewardship strategies for the African 
American Church were the main topics at 
the retreat. Rev. Amerson was, once again, 
the featured speaker at the event. The 
Foundation gave Amerson’s latest book, 
Stewardship in African American 
Churches: A New Paradigm, to each of the 
attendees, which included over 60 United 
Methodist pastors, the Bishop and many 
Cabinet members. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975. It serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing fund management 
and loans for United Methodist ministries, 
and faith and money training for individu¬ 
als and local churches. It is one of the 
largest United Methodist Foundations in 
the denomination and double tithes its 
income to support United Methodist min¬ 
istries in the Louisiana Annual Conference. 



Pictured at the Baton Rouge Stewardship Pilot Program are Rob Fairley, 
President/CEO of the UM Foundation of Louisiana, Rev. Martha Orphe, Director of 
Multicultural Ministries for the conference, and Rev. Melvin Amerson, speaker. 


Welcoming, from page 1 
media buys and LED signage. To date, a 
number of Conference churches have com¬ 
pleted the certification process. They 
include: First United Methodist Church in 
Houma (Acadiana District); Northwood 
UMC in Lafayette (AC); Colfax United 
Methodist Church in Colfax (Alexandria); 
First UMC in Nachitoches (AL); Nolley 
Memorial United Methodist Church in Jena 
(AL); Palestine United Methodist Church 
in Pineville (AL); First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge (Baton Rouge); St. 
Andrew’s UMC in Baton Rouge (BR); St. 
Francisville UMC in St. Francisville (BR); 
First United Methodist Church in Eunice 
(Lake Charles); St. Luke-Simpson UMC in 
Lake Charles (LC); St. Luke’s UMC in 
New Orleans (New Orleans); Asbury UMC 
in Bossier City (Shreveport); and Noel 
UMC in Shreveport (SH). 

The process of becoming a Welcoming 
Certified Congregation is easier than you 
might think! Simply download the form 
which can be found on the Igniting 
Ministry website at 

www.ignitingministry.org The site is easily 
accessed from the con ference website at 
www.la-umc.org To become certified for 
the first year, a church must fulfill require¬ 
ments on the form. Each requirement adds 
a certain number of points. A total of 100 
points is all that any church needs to be 
certified in the first year. Documentation of 
the requirements is required either with pic¬ 
tures or an actual copy of the item, such as 
a church brochure. The completed form 
with docu- mentation is sent to your 
District Superintendent for a signature. The 
form is sent from the District 
Superintendent’s office to United Methodist 
Communications. Churches are encouraged 
by the Board of Laity to ask church lay 
leaders to facilitate the filling out and turn¬ 
ing in of forms. 



For the rest of your life, receive income that will never change, 
regardless of the economy. The amount you receive depends on your 
age and the amount you give to establish the annuity. 

And you can be satisfied knowing that your gift annuity will some day 
provide resources for your favorite United Methodist ministries. 

Contact us today for a free, personalized illustration. 


(225)346-1535 or (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 



Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity Rates 

Age Rate 

60 
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65 
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80 

7.1 
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8.1 

90+ 
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*Two-life rates are lower. 




























Mark your calendar 

2008 Louisiana 
Annual Conference 

June 7-10 

Ponchartrain Center 
Kenner, La. 

Theme: 

‘And Can it Be?’ 


Pre-Conference Report 
now available online 

All clergy and lay members attend¬ 
ing Annual Conference are encouraged 
to download their copy of the 2009 Pre- 
Conference Report from the Conference 
website. The website address is 
www.la-umc.org as of April 15. 

If you do not have access to a com¬ 
puter and the internet, check with your 
District Office to obtain a copy. 
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They'Dcror open# mcvny dotyry! 


This year’s logo ties into Rethink Church, the national initiative of The United 
Methodist Church. The initiative seeks to demonstrate that there are ‘many doors to 
the church,’ and that ‘church is more than a building.’ Jesus Christ, the ‘Door’ to our 
faith, is lifted up in the slogan at the bottom of the logo. This year’s theme, ‘And can 
it be?’, challenges United Methodists in Louisiana to be intentional about creating 
and opening doors to those seeking a faith life. 


Kenner, La. 

‘And can it be?’ 
this year’s theme 

The 2009 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference will be held at the 
Ponchartrain Center in Kenner, La. from 
June 7-10. 

During the 2008 session, a decision was 
made to host the event in the New Orleans 
area. The move demonstrates support of 
this area, one of several in the state devas¬ 
tated by the hurricanes of 2005. 

Our presence is intended to highlight 
the ongoing recovery efforts of The United 
Methodist Church in these affected areas. 

A mission opportunity is slated for the 
afternoon and evening of Tuesday, June 9, 
including the chance for delegates to work 
on a house rebuild. 

“And Can It Be?” is the theme for this 
year’s event, with Acts 16:25-26 as the 
inspirational scripture for the theme. 

This year’s theme is the first in the qua- 
drennium that supports the Four Areas of 
Focus, the priority ministry areas of The 
United Methodist Church and of the 
Louisiana Conference. 

The need for creating “new places for 
new people” is the central focus. The visu¬ 
al logo and Conference decor continue the 
theme by using doors to represent the 
many entry ways offered by the Church to 
seekers. 

The Memorial and Communion 
Service will be held Sunday night at the 
Ponchartrain Center, located at 4545 
Williams Blvd. in Kenner. Bishop Charles 
N. Crutchfield, currently serving as bishop 
to the Arkansas Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, will serve as speaker. 
The Service of Ordination and 
Commissioning will be held Monday night 

See Annual Conference, page 3 


Offerings at Conference go to Central pensions, Holy Land tour 


Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session will be col¬ 
lected for the Central Conference Pension 
Initiative and for sponsorship for our 
ordinands on a tour of the Holy Land. 

The pension offering will be taken 
Sunday night during the Memorial 
Service held at the Ponchartrain Center in 
Kenner. The Louisiana Conference is 
joining the General Church in assisting 
with this vitally important initiative. 


Funds raised will help support the pen¬ 
sion program for clergy in conferences 
outside the United States. Many of these 
clergy have little or no resources avail¬ 
able for retirement. An investment of at 
least $20 million in gifts and pledges is 
needed to establish pension programs 
across the Central Conferences. 

The offering taken during Monday 
night’s Ordination Service will help with 
the cost of providing our ordinands with 


a tour to the Holy Land. The Louisiana 
Conference will be initiating a tour of the 
Holy Land every other year, with our 
new ordinands as special guests. This 
experience will enrich the ministry of 
new pastors during their time in ministry 
among us, and will enhance their spiritual 
journey of faith. The next trip is sched¬ 
uled for Jan. 12-21, 2010. The tour, led 
by Bishop and Mrs. Hutchinson, is open 
to all conference clergy and laity. 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


“Looking for 

It’s Palm Sunday afternoon and I am 
feeling the great joy of our Christian 
faith. My morning worship experience 
was uplifting and encouraging. It makes 
me want to shoot ahead into Easter next 
Sunday. In fact, as I sat in the pew today 
and listened to the choir at First United 
Methodist Church, Amite sing their 
Easter Cantata I was led into thinking 
about this bookend week. It begins with 
the triumphant entry into the holy city 
and ends next Sunday morning with the 
pivotal event of our faith, the empty 
tomb signifying the bodily resurrection 
of Jesus. What powerful days these two 
Sundays are! 

And yet, there is that in-between time. 
There are those days of tension-filled 
meals with friends. There are the times 
of disappointment and betrayal. There 
are the harsh realities of Good Friday, 
with the brutal path down the Via 
Dolorosa and the cruelty of the cross. 

And there is the blackness of the tomb. 
For some reason I never relish plunging 
into those days, although I know that 
their beauty and sobering realism serve 
to make me reflect on my own spiritual 
shortcomings and need for forgiveness. 

It always is more exciting to deal with 
triumph in preference to tragedy. 

W. C. Fields, the crusty comedian of 
yesteryear, was once caught reading a 
Bible by one of his friends. His friend 
asked him, “What are you doing?” To 
which Fields replied, “Booking for loop¬ 
holes!” I guess I want to look for the 
loophole that helps me avoid the dark 
and the disappointing side of my life. 
Perhaps you find yourself looking for 
such a loophole as well. 

But the real truth of the matter is, 
there is no path to resurrection glory that 
doesn’t lead through the pain of the 
cross. There is no Easter sunrise without 
the earth being shaken, the curtain in the 
temple being ripped in two and the sun 
refusing to shine. 

Clarence Jordan, a committed 
Christian and author of The Cotton Patch 
Version of the New Testament, was once 
given a red-carpet tour of a very promi¬ 
nent minister’s church. With great pride 
the minister pointed out the rich, carved 
imported pews and all the luxurious dec¬ 
orations. As they stepped outside the 
church, darkness had fallen and a spot¬ 
light was shining on a huge cross on the 
church steeple. “That cross alone cost us 


Loop-Holes” 

■ ten thousand dol- 
lars!” said the host 
U preacher with a sat¬ 

isfied smile. “Is that 

i ^ right?” sa ^ h)r. 

1 Jordan. “Well, you 
Ml got cheated! Times 

were when 

Bishop William Christians could get 

W. Hutchinson them for free r 

Then Dr. Jordan went on to say: “God 
raised Jesus not only as an invitation to 
come to heaven when we die, but as a 
declaration that He, Himself has now 
established permanent residence on this 
earth. The good news of the 
Resurrection is not only that we shall die 
and go home with Him, but that He has 
risen and goes home with us, bringing all 
His hungry, thirsty, sick, prisoner broth¬ 
ers (and sisters) with Him.” 

No, there is no way to resurrection 
without going through the cross. And 
there is no way for our total healing and 
sanctification without going through our 
own cross. That’s what the somber days 
of Holy Week have taught me. That’s 
the lesson I continue to learn. 

As you make your journey through 
life, you will undoubtedly find the lonely, 
difficult, trying and painful days of the 
cross straddling any path you want to 
take toward spiritual oneness with God. 
The good news of that cruel Roman 
method of death, however, is that it is not 
obstructive to this journey. In fact, it is 
the very refining fire that bums out the 
dross and leaves the pure gold of glory 
behind. 

I’m eagerly looking forward to Easter 
and all its joy. I’m not eager to do the 
self-reflective piece because it is always 
hard. But it opens the door to the resur¬ 
rection I seek. May your journey and 
mine be such that when Easter Sunday 
comes, we are frilly ready to celebrate 
it’s blazing freshness with solid and sub¬ 
stantive renewal of our souls underneath 
it. It’s never easy, but Oh! It is so worth 
it! 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 


2009 

Pre-Conference Meetings 


Acadiana 

Sunday, May 17 

1st UMC Lafayette 

3:00 pm 


Monday, May 18 
Patterson UMC 

6:30 pm 

Alexandria 

Sunday, May 3 

1st UMC, Pineville 

5:00 pm 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 3 3:00 pm 

Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles 

Sunday, May 17 

Welsh UMC 

3:00 pm 

Monroe 

Monday, May 11 

Memorial UMC, Monroe 

6:30 pm 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 3 

1st Slidell UMC 

3:00 pm 

Shreveport 

Sunday, May 3 

Christ UMC, Shreveport 
Sunday, May 3 

1st Minden 

3:00 pm 

6:30 pm 


Crutchfield to preach memorial service 


Charles N. Crutchfield, currently serv¬ 
ing as bishop to the Arkansas Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, is serving 
as keynote speaker for the 
Memorial/Communion Service, slated for 
Sunday, June 7 at the Ponchartrain Center 
in Kenner, Fa. 

Crutchfield was bom in Fiberal, Kansas 
and is the son, grandson, and great-grand¬ 
son of Methodist ministers. He attended 
Southern Methodist University (B.A. 

1965); Duke Divinity School, Duke 
University (M. Div. 1968); and did post¬ 
graduate studies in New Testament at 


University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, 
Scotland (1968-1969). Charles was award¬ 
ed an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
from McMurry University, Abilene, Texas 
(1996). He is married to Karen Jenkins 
Crutchfield. They have had two children, 
Scott (deceased) and Melissa who lives in 
Washington, D.C. 

Bishop Crutchfield serves as Tmstee to 
Hendrix College, Philander Smith College, 
Methodist Family Health and Methodist 
Healthcare in Memphis. He serves on the 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry of 
the United Methodist Church. 
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527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
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You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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Agenda 

Annual Conference 2009 

“And can it be ?” 

(Subject to change) 


Sundav. June 7 


7:30 p.m. 

Ordination Service 




T uesday, 

June 9 

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 

p.m. 

Boards and Agencies 



4:30 p.m. - 5:30 

p.m 

.New Member 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer 



Orientation for Lay & 


(Sponsored by UMM) 



Clergy 

7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast 

5:00 p.m. - 6:45 

p.m. 

Registration begins 

8:00 a.m. - 12:00p.m.Late Registration 

7:00 p.m. 


Pre-Service Music 

8:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship 

7:30 p.m. 


Memorial/ Communion 

9:30 a.m. 

Break 



Service 

9:45 a.m. 

Business Session 





Prayer 





Lay Leader’s Address 

Monday, June 8 


Trustees 





Recognition of Retirees 

6:45 a.m. 


Morning Prayer 

12:00 Noon 

Dismiss for Work in New 



(Sponsored by UMM) 


Orleans Recovery 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Registration Continues 


Retirees Luncheon 

8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. 

Clergy Executive 





Session 





Laity Session 

Wednesday, June 10 

10:30 a.m. 


Processional - 





Consecrating the Space 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer 

10:50 a.m. 


The Convening of the 


(Sponsored by UMM) 



39th Session 

8:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship 



The Episcopal Address 

9:30 a.m. 

Break 



Bishop William W. 

9:45 a.m. 

Business Session 



Hutchinson 


Prayer 

12:00 Noon 


Lunch Break 


Constitutional 



Extension Ministries 


Amendments 



Luncheon 


CFA - Report #2 

1:00 p.m. 


Board of Ordained 


Petitions - Report #2 



Ministry 

12:00 Noon 

Lunch 



Ordained, 

1:30 p.m. 

Business Session 



Commissioning and 


The Fixing of 



License to Preach 


Appointments 



Other Business 


Invitation to 2010 



Board of Pensions 


Session of Annual 



CFA #1 


Conference 



Resolutions/Petitions #1 


Service of Sending Forth 

5:00 p.m. 


Dismissal 


and Deconsecrating 

5:30 p.m. 


Dinner Break 


of Space 

7:00 p.m. 


Pre Service 

5:00 p.m. 

Departure 



Salem UMC celebrates 150 years 


Salem United Methodist Church in the 
Monroe District will celebrate 150 years of 
serving Christ in rural North Louisiana on 
Sunday, May 17, 2009. Current and former 
members of Salem UMC, along with their 
families and friends, will enjoy a worship 
service followed by a covered dish lunch¬ 
eon in the Fellowship Hall. 

In 1859, six men joined together to pur¬ 
chase 40 acres of land for $50. By 1891 a 


wood-framed building was raised and 
Salem Methodist Episcopal Church South 
began holding regular services. 

A lot of changes, including associating 
itself with the United Methodist Church, 
have taken place since then. The original 
building was replaced by a second one in 
1896. In 1939, members of the church 
erected a new building. Salem UMC is 
located at 11793 Hwy. 151 in Dubach, La. 


Attention 

First Time Members of Conference Lay and Clergy 

There will be a training session for those who are first time 
members of the conference (both lay and clergy) held in the 
Ponchartrain Center Sunday evening from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 


Annual Conference, from page i 

at the Ponchartrain Center with Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson as keynote speaker 

. Registration will begin at the 
Ponchartrain Center at 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 7. Additional opportunities for regis¬ 
tration will start on Monday and Tuesday 
at 8 a.m. The clergy and laity sessions will 
be held on Monday morning from 8-10 a.m 
prior to the “official” opening of 
Conference session. 

There are 32 constituional amendments 
that will be presented for vote at the 
Conference session. The amendments were 
approved by the 2008 General Conference 
and will be submitted to each of the 2009 
United Methodist Conference sessions for 
consideration. Amendments may be debat¬ 
ed, but may not be amended. The constitu¬ 
tional amendments must be ratified by two- 
thirds vote of the total number of voting 
members of all annual conferences world¬ 
wide. Each amendment must be voted 
upon separately in order to accurately 
count the votes on each amendment. 

The offering for the Sunday evening 
Memorial and Communion Service will be 
dedicated to the pension program for the 
pastors of the Central conferences. These 
pastors are United Methodists who serve 
outside the United States. Many of these 
faithful servants of Christ are living with 
little income in their retirement years due 
to poor economic conditions in their own 
countries. 

The Monday night offering taken at the 
Ordination Service will be used to provide 
Conference ordinands with an opportunity 
to tour the Holy Land. The Holy Land tour 
provides the ordinands with education and 


spiritual insight into the land of the Bible 
and connects them with the history and 
faith story of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Rudy Rasmus, co-pastor of St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in 
Houston, and Dick Freeman, director of the 
Office of Congregational Development for 
the North Alabama Conference, will serve 
during Annual Conference as Worship and 
Bible Study Leaders for Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings, respectively. 

Rev. Rasmus co-pastors St. John’s 
UMC with his wife Juanita. St. John’s has 
grown to over 9,000 members, of which 
3,000 of the total either are or were former¬ 
ly homeless. 

Freeman has helped the North Alabama 
conference to plant 66 new Faith 
Communities. 

In keeping with the Conference loca¬ 
tion, guest musicians will include New 
Orleans performers. Allen Toussaint will 
provide music prior to the Memorial 
Service on Sunday evening. The New 
Orleans Five Men Jazz group will provide 
entertainment before the Ordination and 
Commissioning Service and during the 
reception after the service on Monday 
night.. Also during Ordination, a combined 
choir from the New Orleans District will 
sing. 

Aaron Niequist will serve as music 
leader for Annual Conference. Niequist 
grew up in the Chicago area and graduated 
in music theory and composition from 
Judson University. He has served on sever¬ 
al church staffs, and is currently writing his 
own music, recording and performing. 


St Mark’s UMC marks centennial 


St. Mark’s UMC in New Orleans will 
celebrate its centennial with two events, 
open to all. Rev. Anita Dinwiddie, pastor, 
will introduce an afternoon filled with 
music, a brief illustrated historical talk, and 
a tour of the church and community center 
on Saturday, June 6 at 2 p.m. 

A Community Center Gala will be held 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Chaired by Sally Ann 
Roberts, morning anchor for Channel 4. 
The program will feature a sit-down picnic 
supper and entertainment by Betty Shirley 
and Juanita Brooks, who will perform 
gospel and jazz renditions. A silent auction 
will be held from 2 p.m.-9:55 p.m 

In 1909, the Methodist Women in New 
Orleans assumed the leadership of a mis¬ 
sion that had been based in the city’s Irish 
Channel, and opened St. Mark’s Hall on 
Esplanade Ave. An emphasis on outreach, 
empathy and cutting-edge ministry has 
characterized St. Mark’s ever since. The 
current church at 1130 North Rampart, at 
the edge of the historic French Quarter, 
opened in 1923. 

In the 1930s, St. Mark’s offered health 
and dental services that were open to peo¬ 



ple of all races and ethnicities. The 
Community Center operated the first 
indoor pool in the city, also integrated. 

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, St. 
Mark’s feeds over 100 people with the 
assistance of Methodists from around the- 
conference. For more information, please 
contact the church at (504) 523-0450. 
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Delegates to the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference will have an opportunity to participate in a special 
Mission Day during the afternoon of June 9. These events will take place when the Annual Conference 
breaks at noon on Tuesday. The mission effort is designed to serve as an outreach to the New Orleans area, 
which is still in recovery from Hurricane Katrina. Participants can choose to do a ‘light work’ project like 
assembling cleaning buckets and health kits. Others can participate in a home rebuild in one of the areas of 
the city affected by the storm which hit the Louisiana in 2005. Delegates may register online or mail in regis¬ 
tration to reserve their spot. Call (225) 346-5193 with questions. 



Conference delegates will participate in various mission projects on June 9 


Delegates to the 2009 Louisiana Annual 
Conference will have an opportunity to 
participate in a special Mission Day during 
the afternoon of June 9. These events will 
take place when the Annual Conference 
breaks at noon on Tuesday. 

The mission effort is designed to serve 
as an outreach to the New Orleans area, 
which is still in recovery from Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Participants can choose to do a “light 
work” project like assembling cleaning 
buckets and health kits. Others can partici¬ 
pate in a home rebuild in one of the areas 
of the city affected by the storm which dev¬ 
astated the area in 2005. 

Those participating in the work site 
project should wear work clothes to the 
site. 

Niequist to serve 
as music director 

Aaron Niequist will 
serve as the Music 
Director for the 2009 
La. Annual Conference 
at the Ponchartrain 
Center in Kenner, La. 

Aaron is a worship 
leader, songwriter, and 
self described 
“mediocre poker play¬ 
er.” He lives in the 
Chicago area with his 
wife Shauna and their “tornado” of a two- 
year-old son Henry. After leading worship 
at Mars Hill Bible Church for five years, 
and recently recording a worship album 
called “With Broken Fists,” he is now a 
worship leader at Willow Creek 
Community Church. Find out more about 
Aaron at his website 
www. aaronniequist. com 


The registration fee is $35 per person. 
Online registration is possible by visiting 
www. laumcstormrelief. com 

Persons may also register by sending a 
check to the address at the end of this arti¬ 
cle. Please write “Mission Day” in the 
memo section. The fee covers lunch, sup¬ 
plies and transportation. 

Registration must be received on or 
before May 8 so that adequate supplies can 
be ordered. (Perkins Alumni Group should 
write the group name in the comment sec¬ 
tion.) Questions? (225)346-5193. 

As you register you will be asked to 
select an option. These options are listed 
below. 

ONSITE OPTIONS: 

At the Pontchartrain Center 

A box lunch and instructions will be 


Rev. Rudy Rasmus, co-pastor of St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in 
Houston will serve during Annual 
Conference as Worship and Bible Study 
Leaders for Tuesday and Wednesday morn¬ 
ings. 

Rev. Rasmus is an urban messenger and 
global humanitarian with a passion for out¬ 
reach to our world’s poorest citizens. He 
co-pastors St. John’s UMC with his wife 
Juanita. St. John’s has grown to over 9,000 
members, of which 3,000 of the total either 
are or were formerly homeless. The church 
is one of the most culturally diverse con¬ 
gregations in the country where people of 
every social and economic background 
share the same pew. 

Pastor Rudy co-founded the Bread of 
Life, Inc. in December of 1992 and began 
serving dinners to the homeless in the sanc¬ 
tuary at St. John’s. Years later the Bread of 
Life has changed the landscape of 
Downtown Houston providing an array of 


provided. All supplies will be onsite. 

Check on your registration form which 
assembly you would like to work: 

1. Cleaning Buckets Assembly - 
Standing 

2. Health Kits Assembly - Sitting 

OFFSITE OPTIONS: 

A box lunch and transportation will be 
provided. (The 3 p.m. tour only provides 
transportation.) 

Check on your registration form which 
offsite option you desire. 

1. A Mission Tour (Vist North Rampart 
and Peoples mission centers) and the Imax 
Theater Presentation-12:3Op.m. 

2. A Tour of the Disaster Area of New 
Orleans-3 p.m. 

3. Work at a Home Site: You will work 
from 12 noon- 4 p.m. doing a home 


services to homeless men and women 
seven days a week in 
the recently constructed 
Daybreak Community 
Health Facility on the 
St. John’s campus. The 
project provides over 
7,000 hot meals each 
month to the homeless 
men and women and 
distributes over nine 
tons of fresh food each 
week to hungry fami- ^ ev - R uc *y 
lies. Rasmus 

Rudy and Juanita have been married for 
23 years and are the proud parents of two 
daughters, Morgan and Ryan who are both 
in college. 

Thanks to generous donations from pop 
entertainers Kelly Rowland and Beyonce 
Knowles, the St. John’s Downtown 
Campus includes the $1.2 million 
Knowles-Rowland Center for Youth, an 


rebuild. Participants will need to wear work 
clothes or change into work clothes before 
going to the site. Work assignments will be 
given out that day. 

“This event will be very rewarding for 
all those who participate. Join the entire 
Annual Conference delegation as we work 
to serve the needs of the people of God and 
make a difference,” said Rev. Yvonne 
Dayries, Volunteer Manager for Conference 
Disaster Response. 

Along with a check for $35, download, 
complete and send the Participant Liability 
and Medical Release Form to: 

La. UM Disaster Response 

Mission Day 

C/O Rev. Yvonne P. Dayries 

141 N. 6th Street 

Baton Rouge, La. 70802 


study leader 

exciting, multipurpose recreational com¬ 
plex for community youth and the $4.6 
million Knowles-Rowland Temenos Place 
Apartments. The project is a 42 unit Single 
Room Occupancy (SRO) development 
designed to provide transitional living 
accommodations for women and men who 
are taking significant steps in improving 
their lives after personal and natural disas¬ 
ters. 

Pastor Rudy is a monthly contributor to 
Oprah Winfrey’s “O Magazine” in an 
ethics column entitled “Now What Do I 
Do” and is the author of a new book enti¬ 
tled “Touch: Pressing against the wounds 
of a broken world” (Thomas Nelson 
Publishers) which profiles his interesting 
life story and his unique brand of faith 
sharing and radical hospitality. He also has 
a new music project in stores now entitled 
“Touch Vol. 1: The Pastor Rudy 
Experience” on the Spirit Rising Music 
label. 


Rev. Rudy Rasmus to serve as worship and Bible 



Aaron Niequist 
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Directory of Conference Boards & Agencies 

Room Assignments for 2009 Annual Conference 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2009 

Council on Finance & Administration (CFA) 

4:00 - 5:00 

Pontchartrain Center-Rivertown 1 

Board of Church and Society 

4:00 - 6:00 

Pontchartrain Center-Dressing Room A 

Board of Discipleship 

4:00 - 5:00 

Pontchartrain Center-Dressing Room B 

Board of Global Ministries 

4:00 - 6:00 

Pontchartrain Center -Esplanade Room 

Commission on Equitable Compensation 

5:00 - 6:00 

Pontchartrain Center -Rivertown 1 

Church Extension Team 

4:00 -6:00 

Pontchartrain Center -Office 

Board of Pension 

5:00 - 6:00 

Pontchartrain Center-Rivertown II 

Board of Higher Education & Campus Ministries 

4:00 - 5:00 

Pontchartrain Center-Rivertown II 

Commission on the Status & Role of Women 

4:00 - 6:00 

Pontchartrain Center -Lakeview Room 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

4:00 - 5:30 

Pontchartrain Center-Mary Minor 

Room 

Committee on Christian Unity 

4:00 - 5:00 

Pontchartrain Center-Lobby 

Commission on Archives & History 

5:00 - 6:00 

Pontchartrain Center-Rivertown III 

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2009 

Board of Trustees 

7:30 - 8:30 

Hilton Garden Inn - Laketown B 


May 31st deadline set 
by Petition Committee 

Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any organization in the Church, 
is eligible to petition the Annual 
Conference. 

Those who wish may send petitions to 
present to the Louisiana Conference to the 
chairperson of the Committee on Petitions, 
Rev. Roger Templeton, 1500 Country Club 
Rd., Lake Charles, LA, 70605, by no later 
than May 31, 2009. 

Conference Rules Article I: General 
Rules for the Conference G. Committee on 
Petitions Any Petitions, proposed by an 
individ- ual member or a duly elected body 
of the local church or a district, shall first 
be pre- sented to the Committee on 
Petitions, no later than seven (7) days prior 
to the open- ing session of the Annual 
Conference. The committee shall meet to 
review all peti- tions to it and assign them 
to the proper body when it meets on the 
opening day of the Annual Conference. 
Each body to which a petition is thus 
assigned shall make recommendation for 
concurrence or non-concurrence therewith 
when it makes its report to the Conference. 


Annual Conference Meal Schedule 

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2009 


12:15 p.m. 

Special Appt to Extent. Ministers 

Pontchartrain Center - Esplanade Room 

12:00 noon. 

Duke Alumni Lunch 

Hilton Garden Inn - Laketown B 

12:00 noon 

COSROW 

Hilton Garden Inn - Laketown A 

12:00 noon 

Candler Alumni 

Pontchartrain Center - Oakland 

Plantation 


Room 

12:00 noon 

Asbury Alumni 

Pontchartrain Center - Rivertown 1 

12:00 noon 

Centenary Alumni 

Pontchartrain Center - Mary Minor Room 

12:00 noon 

United Methodist Men Luncheon 

Pontchartrain Center -- Rivertown II 

3:00 p.m. 

Clergy Spouses\Surviving Spouses Tea 

Pontchartrain Center - 
Lakeview Room 

5:00 p.m. 

Gammon Fellowship 

Pontchartrain Center Oakland Plantation 
Room 

5:15 p.m. 

St. Paul Alumni 

Pontchartrain Center - Esplanade Room 

5:30 p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Alumni 

Hilton Garden Inn - Laketown B 

9:00 p.m. 

Reception-Ordinands and Retirees 

Pontchartrain Center - Lakeview Room & 
Lobby 

TUESDAY, 

JUNE 9, 2009 


7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast 

Pontchartrain Center - Rivertown III 

7:00 a.m. 

Order of Deacons Breakfast 

Hilton Garden Inn - Laketown B 

7:00 a.m. 

Local Chapter of Associated Members 

Pontchartrain Center - 


and Local Pastors 

Esplanade Room 

12:00 noon 

Perkins Alumni 

Bethany UMC 

12:30 p.m. 

Retired Ministers Luncheon 

Munholland UMC 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2009 


7:00 a.m. 

Fourth Day Community 

St. Matthew UMC 

12:00 noon 

W. T. Handy Luncheon 

Pontchartrain Center - Rivertown III 


Media Deadline 

The deadline for getting all 
media or other information to 
be presented on the screens 
during the 2009 La. Annual 
Conference must be sent to: 
Steve Murphy, Media Director, 
Trinity UMC, 2000 West 
Woodword Ave., Ruston, LA, 
71270, by May 15, 2009. 


Surviving Spouses/ 
Retired Clergy Housing 
for Annual Conference 

On page 304 (V.,C) of the 2008 
Conference Journal, it states that the 
Conference Board of Pensions will provide 
housing and meals for retired clergy and 
surviving spouses who attend conference 
at Centenary College. Since the event is in 
New Orleans this year, and we have not 
been able to find an affordable place for 
lodging and meals, and the CBOP budget 
for this is limited, the CBOP has decided 
for 2009 to offer to reimburse up to $100 
per retired clergy or surviving spouse who 
attends Conference and who turns in the 
appropriate receipts for reimbursement. 

Because of budget constraints, this offer 
is limited to the first 100 who R.S.V.P. to 
pattiperkins@la-umc.org or call Patti at 
(225) 346-1646 before April 15. Receipts 
will need to be mailed after Annual 
Conference to Belinda Denicola at 527 
North Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 
Be sure to include your name and address 
with the receipts so that the reimbursement 
check (up to $100) can be mailed to you. 

Feel free to call Rev. Larry Miller at 
(225) 346-1646 or email to larrymiller@la- 
umc.org if you have questions or com¬ 
ments about this matter. 
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REGISTRATION FOR INFANT/PRE-K CHILDCARE 
Louisiana Annual Conference - 2009 


First UMC, Kenner Pastor - Rev. Stove Bush 



One form needs to lie comp lei ed for EACH Infaiit/Pre-K child, AH children MUST be registered to provide 
adequate staffing (NO DROP-INS can he taken.) Registrations MUST BU RECEIVED hy Monday, May IS. 

Fees: $30 (first child) per day plus $20 for each additional child. Rates for individual sessions available upon 
request (see schedule below) Make checks payable to St Tiinottiy UMC, \ 1 andeviIIc/Memo-Annual 
Conference childcare. Mall with completed form to St. Timothy UMC, 335 Ashury l)r., Ylandeville, LA 711471. 
Contact Lylln Brinkman (985) 626-3307 tor more information. 

*** Fee for Sunday after noon committee lime is $10 per child plus $5 for each additional child. Bag supper 
MUST BE PROVIDED BY PARENTS if Ihe child is staying through Ihe Memorial Service time* 

Lunches (if child is staying all day) and snacks will he provided all other sessions. 


Please Indicate the days and times that you will need care for this lufant/Pre-K child: 

Sunday afternoon committee meetings * K * Sunday evening, Memorial Service 

_ Monday AM during conference sessions _ Monday PM during conference sessions 

Monday evening, Ordinal ion Service, Pont ch amain Center 

Tuesday AM during conference sessions Tuesday l 3 M during ^Mission I3ay" work 

_ Wednesday AM during conference sessions _Wednesday PM during conference sessions 


Maine of duki/inlkul 


Allergies 


Age 


_ _ Boy 

Birth date 


Girl 


Medications 


List any activity limitations _ 

Name of parent (s) attending annual conference 

Cell phone number of parentfs) attending annual conference 

E-mail of parents)_ 

Emergency contact numbers (provide a name and number for someone not in attendance at annual conference) 


*** All childcare will be located at First United Methodist Church, Kenner, except for scheduled outings for 
those children who have completed K - 6th grades. (Separate form required.) 


Over 400 attend Confirmation Day with the Bishop at Wesley Center 

Over 400 confirmands from throughout 
the Louisiana Annual Conference gathered 
on March 28 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth for Confirmation Day with the 
Bishop. 

Participants in the event dubbed 
“Ultimate Transformation” enjoyed work¬ 
shops on mission, church history and 
sacraments. Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson also addressed the group. 

Confirmands participated in a worship 
service, with a number taking an active 
role in the service. 

“We got alot of positive feed back from 
the kids,” said Rev. Dawn Young, 
Conference Director of Christian Educator 
and coordinator of the event. 



CONFERENCE 

EXTENSION MINISTRIES 

Monday - 12:15 p.m. 

$15.50 

Pontchartrain Center-Esplanande 
RSVP: enixmore@bellsouth.net 

DUKE ALUMNI 

Monday - 12 noon 
$15.50 

Hilton Garden Inn-Laketown B 
RSVP: mzehner@tulane.edu 

COSROW 

Monday - 12 noon 
$16 

Hilton Garden Inn- Laketown A 
Register online at www.la-umc.org 
Mail to: Renee Evans 

3101 Armand Street, #2 
Monroe, LA 71201 

CANDLER ALUMNI 

Monday - 12 noon 
$15.50 

Pontchartrain Center- 

Oakland Plantation 
RSVP: revshoot2@bellsouth.net 

ASBURY ALUMNI 

Monday - 12 noon 
$15.50 

Pontchartrain Center - Rivertown I 
RSVP: jblack@fumcbossier.org 

GARRETT-EVANGELICAL DINNER 

Monday - 5:15 p.m. 

$22 

Hilton Garden Inn - Laketown B 
RSVP:heather2hmumc@bellsouth.net 
Or call at (337)499-7197 

LAITY BREAKFAST 

Tuesday - 7 a.m. 

$15 

Pontchartrain Center - Rivertown III 
Purchase a ticket 


ORDER OF DEACONS BREAKFAST 

Tuesday - 7 a.m. 

$ 13 

Hilton Garden Inn - Laketown B 
RSVP: johns.bern@gmail.com 

PERKINS ALUMNI 

Tuesday - 12 noon 
Online registration at 
www.la-umc.org 


Clergy Transition Seminar 

“Manna for the Journey: 
For What are You Hungry?” 

Saturday, May 2 
The Wesley Center, Woodworth 

Planned activities designed to assist 
clergy and families in transition 

Registration from 9-9:30 a.m. 
Lunch at noon 
Seminar ends at 3:30 p.m. 

$30 per household 

RSVP to Linda Gregg 
at (888) 239-5286 
Register online at www.la-umc.org 
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MEALS 

CENTENARY ALUMNI 

Monday - 12 noon 
$15.50 

Pontchartrain Center -Mary Minor 
RSVP: Letter coming in mail 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

Monday - 12 noon 
$15.50 

Ponchartrain Center-Rivertown II 
Purchase ticket 

CLERGY SPOUSE TEA 

Monday 3 - 4:30 p.m. 

$14.50 

Pontchartrain Center - Lakeview 

Mail to: Lake Charles Dist. 

816 Kirkman St 
Lake Charles, LA 70601 

GAMMON FELLOWSHIP 

Monday - 5 p.m. 

$22 

Ponchartrain Center 

Oakland Plantation 
RSVP: jgraham993@aol.com 

ST. PAUL ALUMNI 

Monday - 5:15 p.m. 

$22 

Pontchartrain Center -Esplanade 
RSVP: revcannon@hotmail.com 

FOURTH DAY COMMUNITY 

Wednesday - 7 a.m. 

Donation 

St. Matthews UMC 
No reservations needed 


W.T. HANDY LUNCHEON 

Wednesday - 12 noon 
$20 

Pontchartrain Center - Rivertown III 
RSVP for tickets at 
multicultural@la-umc.org 

FELLOWSHIP OF LOCAL 
PASTORS AND ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

Tuesday - 7 a.m. 

$13 

RSVP for tickets at 
jonesborounitedm@bellsouth.net 


Display areas at 
Conference 

Those seeking a display area should 
provide the following information as 
soon as possible: 

name of agency/institu-tion; name of 
person in charge of exhibit; phone 
number; address, e-mail address; 
number of tables needed and whether 
or not there will be a need for an 
electrical outlet. 

There will be a charge of $30 for 
groups not directly related to the 
Conference or its related ministries. 
There will also be a $25 charge if a 
product is to be sold. Tables will be 
provided, which can be set up 
Saturday through Monday. The dead¬ 
line for space request is May 4. 
Contact Rhonda at (225) 346-1646. 




REGISTRATION FOR K - 6TH GRADERS 

(tiiiLHi hn\T fomplrt rd thpsr grade*) 

LA Annual Conference - 2009 Final UMC ? Renner Pastor - Rev. Steve Bush 

One form need it to he completed for each child. All children MUST he registered lo provide adequate staffing. 
(NO DROP-1 INS can he taken.) Regis I rations MUST BK RECEIVED by Monthly, May IS. 


Fee: SJO (first child) per day plus S2tt per each addition til child. Rate* for individual sessions availatdc upon 
request (see schedule below) Make checks payable to Si. Timothy UMC, Maiidevllle/Memo-Annual 
Conference Childcare. Mail check with completed form to St. Timolliy CMC* J33 Asburj Dr,, Mandeville* LA 
- 70471* Contact Lylln Brinkman (9KS) 626-3307 for more informal ion. 

*** Fee for Sunday afternoon commit Ice time is SKI per child plus $5 for each additional child. Bag supper 
MUST BE PROVIDED BY PARENTS if the child Is staying through ihe Memorial Service time. 

Lunches (if child is staying all day) and mucks will he provided all other sessions. 

*** Few lor Individuals oulings are separate hut may he included with the check. Check ALL trips your 
child will be taking, (see below) 

_Sunday afternoon committee meetings _ Sunday evening. Memorial Service (6:00-10:00 p.m.) 

_Monday AM (7:30 a.m. * noon) _ Monday PM (no on * 5:30 p.m.) 

Trip: Children’s Muss uni. New Orleans (9:30 a.m. - noon) Fee: S 7,50 plus cash for souvenirs 
Monday evening. Ordination Service, Pontchartrain Center (6:00 - 10:0(3 p.m.) 

_ Tuesday AM (7:30 am - noon) _ Tuesday PM (noon * 5:30 p.m.) 

Trip: Rivertown, Kenner _ Trip: IMAXMovie^ New Orleans 

Mardi Gras Workshop/Train Museum “Wild Ocean 3-D 1 ' 


(9:30 - 11:00 a.m.) Fee: $ 4.50 (II :00 a.m. - |:30p.m.) Foe: $ 6.QU 

Wednesday AM (7:30 a.m. - noon) _ Wednesday PM (noon - 5:30 p.m.) 

_ _ Trip: Aquarium* New Orleans (9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ) Fee: $10.50 plus cash for souvenirs 

Manic of child Boy Girl 

Age_ Birth date;_ Grade completed by June. 2009__ 

Allergies _ 

Medications 


List any activity limitations 

Name of parent! s) attending annual conference_ 

Cell phone number of parents) attending annual conference_ 

E-mail of parents) 

Emergency contact numbers (provide a name and number for someone NOT in attendance at annual conference 


*** All childcare will lie localcd at First Uniter! Methodist C hurch, Kenner, except lor the above scheduled 
outings. (Separate form is required for infanl/Pre-K children.) 


First UMC Denham Springs presents dramatization of Last Supper 

The music department of First United 
Methodist Church in Denham Springs pre¬ 
sented a dramatic, musical program on 
Maundy Thursday entitled “The Last 
Living Supper.” 

The 12 disciples and Jesus were por¬ 
trayed by J.W. Day, Robert Poole, Rev. 

Bob Deich, Doug Strickland, Billy Gibson, 
B. J. Daley, Park Haussler, Jeff Rippel, 
Walter Welch, Mark Whitehead, Jeff 
Taylor, Lee Veenderdal, and Bill Lawson. 
Combined choirs from First UMC and 
First UMC in Gonzales accompanied the 
actors. Rev. Rita Chaisson, Diane Boso, 
Libby Shackleford and Jimmie Lee 
DeLaune led the music and drama ele¬ 
ments. 
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Native American 
Awareness Sunday 
set for April 26 

Sunday, April 26, is Native American 
Awareness Sunday which recognizes and 
supports the contributions of Native 
Americans to the church and our 
society. The observance, approved by the 
1988 General Conference, is one of six 
special church-wide Sunday offerings. 

Funds that are collected are split with 
half going to the general church and half 
staying in your conference. The funds col¬ 
lected will allow The United Methodist 
Church to partner with existing native min¬ 
istries and create programs on behalf of 
Native Americans. Money collected also 
supports seminary scholarships for United 
Methodist Native Americans. 

World Malaria Day 
slated for April 25 

NASHVILLE: The people of The 
United Methodist Church are marking the 
lead up to April 25, World Malaria Day, 
with a renewed call to members and 
friends to support Nothing But Nets, a 
grassroots anti-malaria effort which allows 
anyone, for $10, to send a lifesaving bed 
net to a family in Africa. Bed nets protect 
children and their families from the bites 
of malaria-infected mosquitoes. 

“Malaria is a crisis that is threatening 
many of God’s children across the globe,” 
said Bishop Thomas Bickerton, referring to 
malaria’s rank as Africa’s leading killer of 
children under age five. “Insecticide-treat¬ 
ed mosquito nets are the most scientifically 
proven way to stop its spread.” 

Bickerton, chairperson of The United 
Methodist Church’s Global Health 
Initiative, joins with the people of The 
United Methodist Church in urging every¬ 
one to forego a lunch out, and to direct that 
$10 savings toward the purchase of a bed 
net. 

“We’re asking people to ‘skip a lunch, 
send a net, save a life,”’ said Bickerton. 

Dubbed “To Lunch or Not to Lunch?” 
the campaign highlights how $10, the cost 
of lunch, is all that it takes to provide a 
potentially lifesaving bed net to an African 
family. A $10 donation at www.umcnoth- 
ingbutnets.org covers the cost of the bed 
net, its distribution, and education on its 
use. 

New downloadable resources are avail¬ 
able at www.umcnothingbutnets.org for 
churches to use for World Malaria Day 
2009, including a bulletin cover, door 
hanger, web banner, poster, and postcard. 

Inspired by a column by sportswriter 
Rick Reilly, Nothing But Nets’ founding 
partners include the people of The United 
Methodist Church, the United Nations 
Foundation, the National Basketball 
Association’s NBA Cares, and Sports 
Illustrated. To date, Nothing But Nets has 
raised $25 million, enabling the distribu¬ 
tion of 2.5 million bed nets. 

For more information on malaria or to 
make a contribution to Nothing But Nets, 
visit www.umcnothingbutnets.org, or call 
(888) 252-6174. 


RETH\NK:EVANGEUSM 

A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIPYOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 



What if we began to rethink evangeItsm? 

AHi.il «fw* uii^-djrfUuciJ U di egi^cl^iii Lieg'-n* wi 1 l> W(i 4 t ifwit ■ 

(ti p rSNrtfc tu & ignLun ** .* wjy Cl lifid |f«f i rr 1 fc*| * i I] L WT <*\ ptfci. 11 Lei f Wilai 
we 1 under # njeJitin lo iv we Vu eiMi«j pjridft 
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Sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Conference 
Conference Board or Discipleahip 
Board of Laity 
Conference Ministry Team 


INFORMATION: 

Dr, Tony Campol^ keynote ker 
Saturday, November^, 2009 
The A lexa nd ri a R iverf ra nt C ente r 
9:00 a.m.- 3 :oo p.m. 

REGISTRATION: 

Bef 0 re Be ptem ber 1 . t 20 

After September!: 125 

At the door: $30 
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UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


Workshop 

featuring 

Dr. Clif Christopher 

Stewardship and Church Growth Consultant 
$35 first person 

$15 ea. additional from one UMC 
Pre-registration required. 


9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 

Saturday, May 9 Saturday, May 16 

First UMC, Baton Rouge Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 


"Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


Call or visit our website 


( 225 ) 346-1535 ( 800 ) 256-9317 f or more information or to register. 

www.umf.org 


Creating a Culture of Generosity in 
Challenging Economic Times 


How can churches address 
stewardship in tough economic times? 


Pastors, staff and lay leaders involved in 
stewardship education and church finances 
should attend 































For the latest 
information regarding 
housing, maps and the 
pre-conference report 
for the 

2009 Louisiana 
Annual Conference 
in Kenner visit 
www.la-umc.org 
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Conference links 

A number of delegates to the 2009 
Louisiana Annual Conference will partici¬ 
pate in a special Mission Day during the 
afternoon of June 9 by helping the confer¬ 
ence’s disaster response ministry with sev¬ 
eral home rebuilds in New Orleans. 

The mission event will also serve as a 


BATON ROUGE, LA 

Rethink launch 

launch for the Rethink Church initiative in 
the Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Rethink Church, the next evolution of 
The United Methodist Church’s “Open 
hearts” advertising and welcoming cam¬ 
paign, focuses on reaching seekers with the 
message “Church is more than a building.” 


APRIL 24, 2009 

with mission day 

“What a great opportunity for the 
Louisiana Conference to showcase what 
we already know—that the work of the 
church is found where Christ’s love is 
needed. Church is more than just a few 

See Rethink Church, page 8 


Disaster Response 



The La. Conference of the UMC Disaster Response, Inc. recently opened its newest station on April 6. The Upper River 
Parishes Station, located on Highway 75 in Plaquemine, La., is serving Ascension, Upper Assumption and Iberville 
parishes in the wake of Hurricanes Gustav and Ike. The station is housed in the Grand River United Methodist Church. 
Pictured at the station are, left to right, Case Managers Brandie Wiltz and De Nica Davis; Rev. Amy Mercer, Station 
Manager; and clients representing the local Council on Aging. 


Disaster response station serves river parishes 


Things are “off the ground” and “run¬ 
ning” at the Upper River Parishes Station 
located on Highway 75 in Plaquemine, 
La. 

The station is serving Ascension, 
Upper Assumption and Iberville parishes 
in the wake of Hurricanes Gustav and 
Ike. 

The station, housed in the Grand 
River United Methodist Church, official¬ 
ly opened its doors on April 6. “With bits 
and pieces of equipment from the station 


formerly in Abbeville, we have opened 
the station frugally so that we could get 
started with this important work,” said 
Rev. Amy Mercer, station manager. 

The four-member staff attended a 
FEMA Resource Fair on April 3, and 
began a series of field days to meet the 
public and get an idea of the needs facing 
the community. 

“A letter of introduction and a flyer 
was mailed to 76 area churches, asking 
them to post it for viewing by their con¬ 


gregation. We have met with other agen¬ 
cies like Operation Hope, ICNA, and the 
Council on Aging to discuss how we 
could possibly help some of their clients 
in need of construction services,” added 
Mercer. 

Other efforts to spread the word about 
the services offered through the station 
have included the hanging of 200 door 
hangers in storm affected areas; posting 
flyers in neighborhood stores, restaurants 

See Upper River Station, page 4 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

I Confess 


I confess! I was there. And it was 
totally innocent. 

I was at the Wesley Center to do a 
retreat with the United Methodist Men of 
the Conference. It ended on Saturday 
afternoon and I was to be in Bayou Scie 
on Sunday to preach for their 175th 
anniversary. So I decided to stay at the 
Wesley Center on Saturday night rather 
than do more driving than necessary. 
When it came time to eat dinner, I drove 
through torrential rain into Alexandria 
and to one of the local restaurants. 

When I arrived the place was teaming 
with people waiting for a table so I asked 
the hostess, “How much time will it be 
for a table for one?” Her answer was, “If 
you want to sit at the bar there will be no 
wait.” I promptly said, “I’ll be glad to sit 
at the bar.” I didn’t want to spend all 
night waiting for a table and I didn’t 
want to go back out in the rain for anoth¬ 
er restaurant. 

I was seated at the bar, eating peanuts 
and drinking my iced tea and thinking, “I 
wonder who will see me here and misun¬ 
derstand why I am sitting at the bar?” 

My mind was racing through scripture, 
especially the one about eating meat 
offered to idols, which I wrote about 
recently. I knew my own innocence of 
sitting there, but would those who might 
see me and know me understand? 

As I was contemplating all this a 
voice behind me said, “Hello, Bishop 
Hutchinson.” I turned, and there was 
Donna Foster, Youth Minister at 
Winnsboro! She said, “Would you like 
to come and sit with us?” Alas I had 
been caught, and immediately the banter 
began about “rescuing the Bishop” from 
the bar in Alexandria. The very thing on 
which I had been reflecting had come to 
pass! 

I have a pastor friend who always 
called a bar his “fishin’ hole.” He would 
go there and sit and talk with those who 
came for whatever reason and introduce 
them to Christ. That is a noble calling, 
but was not my mission this night. I was 
simply there to eat and get back to the 
Wesley Center as soon as possible. 

Have you ever been seen doing some¬ 
thing or being someplace where you 
were uncomfortable? Well, it can turn 
out disastrous, or it can end innocently 
and happily as did my latest escapade. 

However, there is one place you are 
going to see me in the near future and a 
place where I want to be seen. I am 
going to be working in the mission out¬ 
reach project during Annual Conference 
in New Orleans. Kay and I have regis¬ 
tered and paid our $70.00 ($35.00 per 
person) to help with housing reconstruc¬ 


tion on Tuesday 
afternoon of the 
Conference session. 
I’m coming to the 
session that morning 
in my work clothes. 
I’m going to pack 
myself into whatever 
transportation there 
is and go out to hang 
sheetrock, gut a 
house, or whatever the need is for the 
day. I’ve done it all before, and I’ll do it 
again because that is one of the main rea¬ 
sons the Conference decided to go to 
New Orleans, so that we might help in 
the ongoing and massive effort to bring 
this great old city back to its pre-Katrina 
vibrancy. 

But I am being told that the registra¬ 
tion for these mission related activities is 
lagging behind. I hope that is just 
because people are slow in getting their 
material and money in. I encourage 
EVERY Conference delegate to register 
for one of the mission related projects 
that will happen on Tuesday and send in 
your $35.00 that will pay for the needed 
materials. It will be a significant state¬ 
ment to the people of Orleans, St. 

Bernard and Jefferson parishes for the 
United Methodists to don their clothes 
for work and either repair homes, or 
assemble Cleaning Buckets (formerly 
called “Flood Buckets”) or assemble 
health kits. 

We want EVERYONE involved in 
this great outreach! There are just some 
places you don’t necessarily care to be 
seen. But there are other places you 
need to be seen. Working for the good of 
others is one of those latter places. 

So, if you haven’t registered for the 
mission/work projects at Annual 
Conference, please do so now by visiting 
www.laumcstormrelief.com. Those who 
are responsible for the logistics of this 
massive effort need to know immediately 
where you will be working. We need 
EVERY single soul on this journey 
together. 

If you happen to see me sitting at a 
bar some evening in your home town, 
please come over and speak to me! I can 
guarantee you I am sitting there because 
I am alone and just trying to get some¬ 
thing to eat. Could it be we ought to be 
cognizant of any person sitting there 
alone? Who knows what their story 
might be? 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 4 UkJ****-*^ 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Join in a Mission opportunity! 

Support our Disaster Ministry staff! 

Assist case workers, volunteer coordinators, site managers, 
station managers, accountants and administrative assistants 
to deal with “compassion fatigue. ” 

Let them hear from you with “CelebratingYou” care packages. 

• Include greeting cards which encourage and appreciate. 

• Send uplifting Scripture or prayer messages. 

• Healthy snacks for each staff person at station selected. 


Be creative and have fun. 

‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.’ 

Matthew 7:12 

Station Office Addresses (Number of staff persons at location) 

307 Howard Ave., Houma, LA 70363 (7) 

2606 Common St., Lake Charles, LA 70601 (9) 

7100 Read Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70127 (19) 

30825 Hwy. 75, Plaquemine, LA 70764-6118 (5) 

141 N. 6th St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 (10) 


Bring 


For more information contact 

Rev. Erica R. Jenkins, Coordinator for Spiritual and 

Emotional Care LA Conference of the UMC Disaster 

Response, Inc. (LADRM) (225) 769-2929 or 

email ejenkins@ladrm.org www.laumcstormrelief.com 



2009 Conference rules posted online 


Those attending the 2009 Louisiana 
Annual Conference in Kenner may wish to 
reference the Conference Rules and the 
Rules of Order for Conference Sessions. 


This information is found on pages 2lb- 
236 of the Conference Journal, which is 
posted online on the home page of the con¬ 
ference website, www.la-umc.org 


Louisiana Conferencei/U 7 ^? 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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From the Director 


The Louisiana United Methodist dis¬ 
aster response ministry has helped with 
recovery from four hurricanes since 
September 2005. Throughout this 
response, United Methodists have 
accomplished much in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

Because the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has not 
received adequate funding for the entire 
response effort, UMCOR has asked the 
conferences of the Gulf Coast region to 
realign their funds so that they may 
respond to the clients from storms that 
hit in both 2005 and 2008. 

After the 2008 Annual Conference in 
June, our disaster recovery ministry 
incorporated into a 501(c) 3 non-profit 
ministry. The new name of the corpora¬ 
tion is LA Conference of the UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc. (LADRM). The 
ministry is governed and employed by its 
Board of Directors. LADRM functions 
through four stations located throughout 
storm affected areas of the 
state: Southwest Station in Lake Charles; 
Upper River Parishes Station at Grand 
River UMC in Plaquemine; Lower River 
Parishes Station in Houma; and 
Southeast Station in the New Orleans 
Metro area. Through these stations, we 
have served approximately 13,176 fami¬ 
lies. 

The Southeast Station is located on 
Read Blvd., covering more than five 
parishes and including Orleans, 

Jefferson, St. Bernard, Plaquemines and 
St. Tammany. The center effectively 
hosts 90% of our volunteers. 

The Southwest Station is located on 
Common Street in Lake Charles and 
covers Calcasieu, Cameron and Jefferson 
Davis parishes. 

The Lower River Parishes Station is 
located in Houma, and serves Terrebonne 
and Lafourche Parishes. Helping largely 
in Thibodeaux, Houma and at the Dulac 
Community Center, this station will 
focus on response efforts from all four 
hurricanes. 

The Upper River Parishes Station, 
located at Grand River United Methodist 
Church outside the City of Plaquemine, 
Louisiana, will include Iberville, 
Assumption and Ascension Parishes. 
They will focus on the storms of 2008. 

Each station location provides frill 
case management service and assistance. 
The operations staff oversees the con¬ 
struction efforts of our volunteers. To 
date, the ministry has overseen the 
response efforts of more than 4,740 
teams providing a total of 64,853 volun¬ 
teers. This unprecedented volunteer 
response represents more than 2.7 mil¬ 
lion hours of work. These volunteer 
hours equate to an in-kind donation of 
more than $51,889,666. In the past year 
we have hosted teams from 50 states and 
8 countries. All 63 United Methodist 
Annual Conferences have deployed 
teams to Louisiana. 

During this past year, the ministry has 
been opened two new stations to respond 
to the hurricanes of 2008. Our workforce 



Rev. Darryl Tate 


will consist of 46 
employees. Our 
greatest challenges 
include: 

Maintaining the 
level of volunteers 
necessary to com¬ 
plete construction 
jobs in our files. 
Currently more than 
75% of our teams 
are returning teams. The relationships 
they have established with our employ¬ 
ees, hosting churches and clients are evi¬ 
dence of the hospitality we have shown 
and are a blessing to us. 

Current challenges include: 

• Securing an additional $4.5 million 
in grants for unmet needs. 

• Handling “compassion fatigue” with 
staff and accessing available employee 
assistance. 

• Reaching clients who have fallen 
through the gaps. 

• Strengthening collaborations within 
the community to better serve as advo¬ 
cates for the people we serve. 

• Insuring that recovery plans do not 
focus on rebuilding only—but, on the 
overall recovery of clients. 

• The increasing number of people we 
serve being diagnosed with psychologi¬ 
cal, physical and mental disabilities. 

Through generous donations to 
UMCOR, grant funding of $28 million 
dollars has supported our disaster 
response in Louisiana. Eighty cents on 
the dollar went for direct services to the 
client! For the last three years, the 
Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry has helped clients 
design recovery plans; rebuilt homes; 
served as advocates with Road Home 
and Long Term Committees; and provid¬ 
ed clients with spiritual and emotional 
care. 

We continue to work with state and 
federal agencies to speak for the citizens 
of Louisiana as they strive for a better 
way of living and to be prepared for 
future disasters. The disaster ministry 
participates in national, state and local 
volunteer organizations. Representatives 
from the organization sit with the 
Governor’s Office of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness, and with 
various local community committees 
focusing on unmet needs of storm sur¬ 
vivors. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to every 
person who has given time, financial 
gifts and prayer support to help 
Louisiana recover from Hurricanes Rita, 
Katrina, Gustav and Ike. Without your 
help, Louisiana and the Gulf Coast 
would not be making the progress 
achieved so far. God bless you and all 
our wonderful staff working across our 
conference. 

Grace and Peace, 


Rev. Darryl A. Tate 
Executive Director 
La. Conference of the UMC Disaster 
Response, Inc. 



Conference delegates to 

Delegates to the 2009 Louisiana Annual 
Conference will have an opportunity to 
participate in a special Mission Day during 
the afternoon of June 9. These events will 
take place when the Annual Conference 
breaks at noon on Tuesday. 

The mission effort is designed to serve 
as an outreach to the New Orleans area, 
which is still in recovery from Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Participants can choose to do a “light 
work” project like assembling cleaning 
buckets and health kits. Others can partici¬ 
pate in a home rebuild in one of the areas 
of the city affected by the storm which 
devastated the area in 2005. 

Those participating in the work site 
project should wear work clothes to the 
site. 

The registration fee is $35 per person. 
Register today online at www.laumcstorm- 
relief.com Registering early would allow 
us to have the needed data to order supplies 
and transportation. (Perkins Alumni Group 
should write the group name in the com¬ 
ment section) If you have questions about 
the process, please call (225) 346-5193. 

As you register you will be asked to 
select an option. These options are listed 
below. 

ONSITE OPTIONS: 

At the Pontchartrain Center 

A box lunch and instructions will be 
provided. All supplies will be onsite. 

Check on your registration form which 
assembly you would like to work: 

1. Cleaning Buckets Assembly - 
Standing 

2. Health Kits Assembly - Sitting 


participate in mission day 

OFFSITE OPTIONS: 

A box lunch and transportation will be 
provided. (The 3 p.m. tour only provides 
transportation.) 

Check on your registration form which 
offsite option you desire. 

1. A Mission Tour (Vist North Rampart 
and Peoples mission centers) and the Imax 
Theater Presentation-12:30p.m. 

2. A Tour of the Disaster Area of New 
Orleans-3 p.m. 

3. Work at a Home Site: You will work 
from 12 noon- 4 p.m. doing a home 
rebuild. Participants will need to wear 
work clothes or change into work clothes 
before going to the site. Work assignments 
will be given out that day. 

“This event will be very rewarding for 
all those who participate. Join the entire 
Annual Conference delegation as we work 
to serve the needs of the people of God and 
make a difference,” said Rev. Yvonne 
Dayries, Volunteer Manager for 
Conference Disaster Response. 

Please write “Mission Day” in the 
memo section of the $35 registration check 
and show c/o Rev. Yvonne P. Dayries on 
the envelope. This fee covers lunch, sup¬ 
plies and transportation. Download and 
send the Participant Liability and Medical 
Release Form only if you are working on a 
rebuild. Send check and/or form to: 

La. UM Disaster Response 

Mission Day 

C/O Rev. Yvonne P. Dayries 

141 N. 6th Street 

Baton Rouge, La. 70802 
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Southeast Station-New Orleans 


Many of the clients being served by the 
Southeast Center are at a critical point in 
their life, said Dale Kimball, station man¬ 
ager. “It’s been almost four years since 
Hurricane Katrina crushed New Orleans 
and surrounding areas. Those that haven’t 
recovered from the storm are literally at 
their wits end.” 

Kimball went on to explain that for 
many of these storm survivors, money has 
run out and there are not enough resources 
to finish restoring or rebuilding their 
homes. “Mentally, these clients are drained 
and depressed. The Louisiana United 
Methodist Disaster Response Ministry is 
their last resort.” 

Fueled by the extreme needs of their 
clients, the Southeast Center—operating 
out of offices located on Read Boulevard in 
New Orleans—experienced a productive 
first quarter in 2009. A total of 28 rebuilds 
were completed, and volunteers continue 
the rebuilding process on 81 homes. To 
date, a total of 987 homes have been 
rebuilt by volunteers working through the 
Southeast Center. 

The total of 984 “ground up” newly 
built homes have been completed through 


the center. 

“We are currently providing volunteer 
labor to 11 community service organiza¬ 
tions. The center is also providing con¬ 
struction and volunteer coordination and 
leadership for 14 Church World Service 
rebuilds in the Little Woods neighbor¬ 
hood,” said Kimball. 

In addition to organizing volunteer work 
teams, a group of staff persons from the 
Southeast Center were deployed to 
Galveston, Tex. to assist with disaster 
recovery after Hurricane Ike. The team 
provided UMCOR support and client serv¬ 
ices. 

In partnership with the Salvation Army, 
the ministry was able to finance and build a 
six-bedroom home in less than 90 days for 
a single parent with 15 children in the New 
Orleans area. “The family had been dis¬ 
placed since August of 2005,” said 
Kimball. 

Southeast Center staff are preparing for 
teams through Project Noah kicking off in 
June. This initiative is designed to provide 
youth ages 14-18 with week-long summer 
mission opportunities. 


Lower River Parishes Station-Houma 



The Lower River Parishes Station for the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Response Ministry has been opened in response to the devastation created by all 
four huricanes. Staff and volunteers through this station serve Dulac, and lower 
Assumption, Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes. Located at 307 Howard Ave. in 
Houma, the station is currently working 188 open cases with 48 of those in vari¬ 
ous stages of completion. Thanks to this volunteer work team from New Jersey, 
pictured above, the Lower River Parishes Station maintains a strong presence 
in a community in much need of assistance. The consolidation of the 
Dulac/Houma stations offers opportunities to reach out to any area of Lafourche 
and Terrebonne parishes. Staff are preparing for Project TARP volunteers start¬ 
ing in June. 



Grand River United Methodist Church, located on Highway 75 in Plaquemine, 
serves as the home for the newest station for the La. Conference of the UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc., the Upper River Parishes Station (Grand River Station). 


Upper River Station, from page i 

and businesses; and contacting local papers 
with information about the ministry. 

On site training for the staff was facili¬ 
tated with the help of Barbara Abshire, 
Southwest Station manager, and former 
Abbeville station case managers - Debbie 
Boudreaux, Octavia Jenkins, Landie 
Thompson and Ronda Trahan. Both 
Thompson and Trahan currently work with 


Abshire at the Southwest Station in Lake 
Charles. 

“The phone immediately began ringing 
with requests for assistance. Staff has met 
individually with more than 27 families, 
has taken full applications from them, and 
are in the process of determining eligibility 
for services. Our first home visits are hap¬ 
pening now,” said Mercer, who added, 
“Not bad for the first two full weeks of 
work at this station!” 


Long-term volunteers tell story 


For Buzz and Ellen, their “call” to 
mission work came on Feb 4, 2008. 

Ellen writes, “The Lord spoke to me 
and said, ‘Sell what you have, leave 
what you know. Come I have work for 
you.’” 

After seeking counsel from their 
pastor and friends, the couple placed 
their house on the market. Amazingly, 
the house sold within 10 days. “We felt 
that was a confirmation,” wrote Ellen. 

The next confirmation that they had 
made the right decision came their 23- 
year-old son, Dane, responded with 
“It’s about time! Just be sure and be 
around for my wedding on June 14, 
2009.” 

The couple moved forward with 
their plans by closing Buzz’s contract¬ 
ing business, while Ellen resigned her 
office management position. They had 
two auctions of their possessions, and 
by the end of May 2008, were ready to 
begin their journey. 

After an initial volunteer stint serv¬ 
ing in Appalachia, I contacted Nancy 
Eubanks with GBGM. Buzz felt 
strongly that he was being led to help 
with Hurricane Katrina relief work. 
Eubanks directed the couple to contact 
Loma Joist who sent them several con¬ 
tacts however. One of those contacts 
was Dale Kimball, currently serving as 
the Southeast Center station manager. 
At that time, Kimball was managing 
the station in Slidell, La. 

In mid November of 2008, the cou¬ 
ple headed to Slidell where they com¬ 
pleted 14 weeks of service. “Our time 
in Slidell was amazing. Buzz was a site 
crew supervisor and I assisted the case 


workers in the office. Week after week, 
a steady flow of volunteers from all 
over the United States and foreign 
countries would come to Slidell to 
assist in recovery. We experienced the 
living building of the ‘Body of Christ’ 
in volunteers, staff and homeowners,” 
said Ellen. 

She was especially touched when a 
new home owner cried upon receiving 
the keys to the house. The Hurricane 
Katrina storm survivor exclaimed, 

“This is truly the house that God built.“ 

Ellen has high praise for the staff of 
the Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response Ministry: “Our 
thanks go out to the staff for their dedi¬ 
cation and perseverance in establishing 
a solid infrastructure that has been a 
solid catalyst for the extensive recov¬ 
ery that has been accomplished on the 
North Shore of Lake Ponchartrain. It 
is only through the willing work of 
volunteers and staff who empty them¬ 
selves and allow God to work through 
them that so much has been accom¬ 
plished. For humans alone or govern¬ 
ments alone the tasks is not able to be 
completed. But through the Grace of 
God, all things are possible.” 

The couple plans to return to Slidell 
in mid-October of this year. They are 
concerned that another hurricane sea¬ 
son approaches, and realize that much 
remains to be done in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina’s devastation from 
four years ago. They encourage others 
to volunteer as they have. “Because as 
Dale Kimball often says, ‘The recovery 
will be done only when volunteers 
quite coming,”’ said Ellen. 
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Slidell woman helped by ministry 


BY DEBBIE SCHIMMECK 

CASE MANAGER, SLIDELL-NORTHSHORE PROJECT SITE 

In May of 2007, a woman came into the 
disaster recovery office asking for assis¬ 
tance to repair her home. She was referred 
to the office by her pastor. She was quite 
pleasant, yet anxious and worried about 
when and if she would receive any assis¬ 
tance to repair her home. She was a retired 
seamstress, who loved working with peo¬ 
ple mostly because of the wonderful rela¬ 
tionships that inevitably developed. Since 
that day, countless volunteers and staff 
have come to know and love Mrs. 
Bordelon—an 84-years-young, vivacious 
and loving spirit. A humble person, she 
always wears a big, warm, smile even in 
the midst of this painful life’s event. 

After a Monday morning briefing, a 
volunteer in her 80’s at the center was 
moved to tears hearing of the recovery 
efforts still in need. She was touched by 
Mrs. Bordelon, who visited with the vol¬ 
unteers and shared her gratitude for the 
help in building her home. As the volunteer 
shared, Mrs. Bordelon’s strong survivor 
attitude strengthened her calling and 
resolve to serve in the disaster response 
ministry. 

When we first met Mrs. Bordelon, she 
described her house as a small home that 
her husband lovingly built on the outskirts 
of Slidell, La. An independent widow of 
several years, she spoke of both her hus¬ 
band and the home their shared and filled 
with many memories. This was especially 
evident when she proudly showed us two 
copies of pictures that her friend had sent 
to her after the originals were destroyed in 
the storm - one of her husband, a young 
man in his decorated military uniform, and 
the other of herself at age 18 with long, 
dark hair. She shared how much she still 


misses him. 

On Aug. 29, 2005, Mrs. Bordelon lost 
her home and all her belongings during 
Hurricane Katrina. When her family, who 
lives in Panama, asked her to return to her 
native country after the storm, she told 
them that although she lost everything and 
doesn’t know how she will have a home, 
she wishes remain here because “this 
[Slidell] is my home.” 

The initial assessment of Mrs. 
Bordelon’s damaged home proved that the 
gutting process would be extensive and the 
rebuild uncertain. Efforts were made, the 
gutting began, but in the end the hopes of 
rebuilding crumbled as easily as the house 
did in Katrina. 

As with all things, God had a greater 
plan. Within the next few months, 
resources became available to build her a 
brand new home. Despite the barriers that 
stood in her way- - permit issues, funding, 
and lack of resources— Mrs. Bordelon per¬ 
severed and her beautiful new home was 
dedicated in March of 2009 

Christian Public Service, CRWRC, and 
numerous volunteers from all over the 
country partnered with the Louisiana 
United Methodist Disaster Response 
Ministry to make the home a reality. The 
Rotary Club of Arkansas served as a finan¬ 
cial project contributor. In all, a total of 
2,500 hours were donated to complete the 
project. 

Recently, I visited Mrs. Bordelon in her 
new home. She walked me through the 
home, showing me pictures and mementos 
that she had salvaged. She smiled at a large 
framed picture of her beloved dog 
“Cookie” wearing glasses. Mrs. Bordelon 
stood in the middle of the room saying, 

“It’s so great to be home. God is good.” 



Dale Kimball, Southeast Station Manager, visits with Glen Hawthorne, left and 
Mrs. Bordelon during the dedication of her rebuilt home in Slidell, La. Bordelon 
lost the house during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Christian Public Service, 

CRWRC, and numerous volunteers from all over the country partnered with the 
Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response Ministry to make the home a reali¬ 
ty. Hawthorne served as project manager. 



A group known as the “Green Shirts” has served as a major part of the volunteer 
base working through the Southwest Station for the Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response Ministry. Members of Chrstian Reformed World Relief are 
shown working on one of 31 rebuilds they completed in a four month period. 


Southwest Station-Lake Charles 


A group known as the “Green Shirts” 
has served as a major part of the volunteer 
base working through the Southwest 
Station for the Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response Ministry. 

These disaster response team from 
Christian Reformed World Relief 
(CRWRC) recently completed 31 rebuilds 
during a four month period. The teams 
served areas affected by Hurricane Rita in 
Allen, Calcasieu, Jefferson Davis and 
Cameron parishes. 

A total of eight work teams (160 volun¬ 
teers) have provided a composite 14,980 
volunteer hours. 

These volunteers are mostly from differ¬ 
ent parts of Canada, and through CRWRC, 
work in long-term recovery. Through their 
efforts, these servants seek to help those 
who suffer from “poverty, hunger, disaster 
and injustice.” 

One married couple in the group—Cor 
Van Der Vinne and Elizabeth Kroon— 


served as estimators on home assessments 
for a two month period. During that time, 
the couple completed assessments on 54 
homes. 

“They did remarkable, beautiful work in 
every home they worked on,” said Barbara 
Abshire, station manager. “In addition to 
the excellent craftsmanship, their volun¬ 
teers excelled in listening to all of the 
clients who wanted to tell their story. They 
showed compassion and kindness and 
these clients were able to gain hope that 
they had not had for a long time. Many of 
them called the office to tell their case 
managers about their experience with these 
wonderful folks.” 

Abshire is excited about the work being 
done out of the Southwest Station in 
response to the hurricanes of 2005 and 
2008. To date, a total of 284 homes in 
Abbeville and a total of 179 homes in Lake 
Charles have been repaired. 
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A Financial and Volunteer Update 

from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita Response 

September 1, 2005 thru December 31, 2008 


It has been a little over three years since 
the hurricanes of 2005 hit the Louisiana 
coast. Those events of nature changed our 
focus of attention in Louisiana generally 
and in the Louisiana Conference specifical¬ 
ly. As you well know, the ministry that has 
evolved following those storms has greatly 
affected our work as an Annual 
Conference. We continue to be grateful to 
the United Methodist connection for all of 
the help that has come and continues to 
come our way. The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, individual Annual 
Conferences, local congregations, and 
thousands of individuals have offered their 
money, time and talent to the recovery 
cause. There are no words to convey our 
gratitude for this outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit through the actions of God’s chil¬ 
dren. 

This brief article is a way to report on 
our current progress in the area of 
Humanitarian response and relief to the 
victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
This is only the side of our efforts that 
reflect the ministry to those in need; the 
Church Recovery efforts are a separate 
issue that will be addressed in a later arti¬ 
cle. 

The relief and recovery identified here 
tell the story in numbers only. These num¬ 
bers are only a small snapshot of the “real 
response” that comes through the stories of 
lives changed and restored, of volunteers 
who have received their own untold life¬ 
changing experiences, and of the impact on 
the spiritual renewal of individuals and 
communities throughout the Gulf Coast. 
Please read the numbers, but look between 
the lines for the faces of countless thou¬ 
sands who have been recipients of the love 


of Christ in action. This will be the closing 
report for hurricane response for 2005, 
since January 1, 2009 we began to 
response both to the 2005 and 2008 storms. 

Number of clients (in all categories) 81,492 
Number of volunteers/teams 60,656 
Number of other Conferences 63 
Number of States 50 
Number countries represented 29 

Financial Report dated (September 1, 2006 
thru December 31, 2008) 

Salaries & Benefits for Staff (Direct 
Assistance to Clients) $ 5,304,164 

(Station Managers, Case Managers, 
Construction personal, Manager of Volunteers 
Director of Case Management, Spiritual 
Emotional Care) 

Salaries & Benefits for Staff $ 1,159,048 
(Executive Director, Director of Operational, 
Administrative Asst.Controller) 

Travel for All Staff $ 689,212 

Operational Costs of Stations $ 1,298,113 
Long Term Direct Assistance to Clients 
$ 4,180,573 

In Kind Contributions for Volunteers Services 
$49,074,393 

St. Mark’s Renovation $ 330,626 

Dulac Renovation $ 391,019 

Epworth Housing $ 576,355 

Grand Total $63,003,503 

Percent for client assistance is 95% 
Operational cost is 5% 

In closing may I say, to the people call 
United Methodist and to many staff mem¬ 
bers that works for the DRM, Job Well 
Done! 

Grace and Peace, 

Darryl Allen Tate, Executive Director 


Local Church Coordinator 
Disaster Preparedness Training 
Conducted by staff from 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 

Who should attend? 

A representative from every local congregation and District 
Coordinators for Disaster Preparedness 

Dates: 

May 16 at First UMC of Alexandria 
May 23 at Trinity UMC in Ruston 
July 18 at The Well, Tangipahoa Parish 
July 25 at First UMC of Lafayette 

Time: 

Each event will run 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Cost: 

The cost is FREE for all attending! 

Please take advantage of this important training that will 
help prepare your local church for any future disasters! 


Emergency Preparedness Kit Checklist 

- Flashlight 

- Extra batteries 

- Bottled water (At least three gallons of water per person) 

- Battery-powered radio 

- Battery-powered lantern 

- First aid kit and essential medications-prescription medications and list 
of 

medications for each person 

- Form of Identification 

- Evacuation route maps - see http://www.ohsep.louisiana.gov/ 

- Canned food and non-electric can opener 

- Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members 

- Ready to eat canned meats, fruits and vegetables 

- High energy foods - peanut butter, jelly, crackers, etc 

- Vitamins 

- Utility knife, shut off wrench, and pliers 

- Tape 

- Compass 

- Paper and pencils 

- Extra pair of glasses and sunglasses 

- Plastic sheeting 

- Soap 

- Personal items 

- Plastic garbage bag and ties 

- Pet food 

- Protective clothing, rainwear 

- Clothing and bedding: a change of clothes, footwear and a sleeping bag 
or bedroll 

and pillow for each household member 

- Car keys and keys to the place you may be going (friend's or relative's 
home) 

- Written instructions on how to turn off electricity, gas and water if 
authorities advise 

you to do so (Remember, you'll need a professional to turn them back 
on.) 

Important papers to take with you in a portable, waterproof container 

- Driver's license or personal identification 

- Social Security card 

- Proof of residence (deed or lease) 

- Insurance policies 

- Birth and marriage certificates 

- Stocks, bonds and other negotiable certificates 

- Wills, deeds, and copies of recent tax returns 


Get AQamePlan.org 




Perkins plans dinner, mission day 


Perkins School of Theology alumni will 
gather for dinner on June 9 at Bethany 
United Methodist Church in New Orleans 
for their special meal during the 2009 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

The meal is a dinner slated for 6:30 
p.m., and is not a luncheon, as previously 
announced in the Louisiana Now! 

The cost for the meal is $15. To register, 


contact Rev. Theresa McConnell at (318) 
820-0546 or mtmcconn@bellsouth.net 
Also, Perkins alumni will work as a 
group during the Mission Day project set 
for the afternoon of June 9. The cost for 
participating is $35. Online registration is 
possible by visiting www.laumcstormre- 
lief.com Registration must be received on 
or before May 8. 


Stinchcomb to keynote Laity Breakfast 


This year’s Laity Breakfast will be held 
June 9 at the Ponchartrain Center in 
Kenner, La. Keynote speaker will be Jon 
Stinchcomb, football player for the New 
Orleans Saints. Jon will be sharing with us 
his personal experiences with those he met 
on his spiritual walk with God. 

Jon will share how with the audience 
how he has taken time away from his busy 
career to give a helping hand in his com¬ 


munity. Jon frequently visits local schools 
and hospitals to carry the message of God’s 
love. 

Tickets for this year’s Laity Banquet 
will be sold at pre-conference meetings at a 
cost of $15. If you miss purchasing at that 
time, tickets will be sold at Annual 
Conference. You may purchase from Joyce 
Robinson, Associate Lay Leader or Sarah 
Kreutziger, Conference Lay Leader. 
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serves Navajo reservation in Arizona 



A mission team from Centenary College traveled to Tuba City to build wheel¬ 
chairs ramps on a Navajo reservation in Arizona. The group also painted and 
replaced drywall on a home in Cameron, 30 miles away from from the site. 


APRIL 24, 2009 


Mission team from 

By Rick Delahaya 

Tuba City, Az.—A two day drive from 
Shreveport to a small city in northern 
Arizona could not prepare the team from 
Centenary College for the impact of two 
simple Navajo phrases... ‘ahe-he’ and 
‘nizhoni.’ 

The two every day phrases—‘thank 
you’ and ‘beautiful’—meant the world to 
21 students and members of Centenary 
College as they spent four days on the 
Navajo Reservation in Arizona. The team 
built wheelchair ramps for three families 
during Centenary’s annual spring break. 

The group worked in conjunction with 
ASSIST! to Independence, a community 
based, American Indian owned and operat¬ 
ed non-profit agency that was established 
by and for people with disabilities and 
chronic health conditions. One of the 
biggest needs, according to Mia Seimy, the 
Independent Coordinator for ASSIST, is the 
construction of wheelchair ramps. “There is 
a back log of people waiting for us to pro¬ 
vide assistance, and the work the Centenary 
students accomplished went a long way in 
helping them gain back a bit of their inde¬ 
pendence.” 

The group was split into three work 
groups, each constructing new ramps to 
existing structures, painting, adding grab 
bars to showers, building new stairs and 
even replacing rotted drywall. 

The first team remained in Tuba City 
and built the largest of the three ramps. At 
just over 30 feet long, the ramp angled 15 
feet down to a landing and then switched 
back another 15 feet. “One of the coolest 


Centenary College 

things was how well we all worked togeth¬ 
er on this project,” said Leah Dark, a fresh¬ 
man from Shreveport. “We all had the 
opportunity to leam how to use the power 
tools, including saws, drills, and power 
screw drivers, which is something I didn’t 
know how to use before.” 

As a thank you for the hard work, the 
group was invited inside the family home 
after three days for a snack of traditional 
Indian fry bread and Kool-Aid. While eat¬ 
ing, stories were shared with the group 
about the family, and relatives were pointed 
out in photos that dotted the small living 
room. The second group traveled the far¬ 
thest, driving almost an hour from their 
base in Tuba City, 45 miles southeast to 
Hotevilla. This small group of seven stu¬ 
dents built one of the smallest ramps .. .and 
one of the hardest. Digging through two 
layers of rock, the group took the first two 
days just to dig and set four posts in the 
ground. “It was really hard work,” said 
Christina Haacker, 2008 graduate. “We all 
took turns digging and cracking through 
the rock.. .we used whatever we could 
find.. .post hole diggers, hammers, crow 
bars.. .just to get deep enough to set the 
posts in.” 

But the group persevered and finally 
dug deep enough, set the posts and con¬ 
structed the ramp, something they thought 
they would never have been able to accom¬ 
plish. Through all their hard work, the 
defining moment came when the gentle¬ 
man they were doing all this labor-inten¬ 
sive work for slowly came out of the 
house, and uttered one word in 


Hopi.. .’’kwakwha” or thank you. “I will 
never forget the look on his face when he 
saw the finished ramp we built,” said 
Sandy Roach, a junior religious studies 
major. “His look and his expression were 
just awesome.” 

The final group traveled north about 30 
minutes to Cameron, where they too built a 
small ramp, but also painted the outside of 
the very small three-room house, replaced 
rotted drywall in a bathroom, and finished 
by painting the bathroom a nice shade of 
blue. Watching the entire process was 
“Miss Chief’ as she was affectionately 
known. Not able to speak any English, she 
watched the progress from her loom where 
she wove intricate-patterned blankets. As a 


way to thank the group, she served them 
“Navajo tacos” the last day, which consist¬ 
ed of fry bread layered with meat, cheese, 
shredded lettuce and tomatoes. And like the 
other groups, the defining moment came 
when “Miss Chief’ looked at her new 
ramp, steps and painted house. 

“Unable to speak English, her eyes 
spoke volumes when we were done,” said 
Betsy Eaves, Chaplain at Centenary 
College. “She hugged me just as tight as 
any family member would hug another, and 
that said it all.” 

To leam more about the Christian 
Leadership Center or mission opportuni¬ 
ties, contact the CLC at 318.869.5156. 
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United Methodist 


Volunteer 

a Help with recovery effort □ Lead a team of volunteers 


Register online at www.laumcstormrelief.com OR 
Complete & mail this form to LA Conference of The UMC Disaster Response, Inc., 

141 N. 6th St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Any questions regarding volunteering? Call Rev. Yvonne Dayries at 225-346-5193. 



FOR KsHURCH 
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COVERT 


$ 


To give a monetary donation, complete & mail this form to 


LA Conference of The UMC, 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
Any questions regarding monetary donations? 

Call Rev. Don Cottrill at 225-346-1646. 
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Rethink Church, from page i 

hours on Sunday morning,” said Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson. 

May 5 and 6 mark the kickoff of major 
events taking place in New York City and 
Washington, D.C. United Methodist bish¬ 
ops from around the world will mark the 
launch on May 5 when they visit day 
laborers at three sites in and around 
Washington, D.C., in conjunction with 
their Council of Bishops meeting. The 
bishops will serve breakfast to the laborers, 
and will offer conversation and prayer. 
Bishop Hutchinson will be among their 
number. 

On May 6, more than 100 United 
Methodists will take to the streets of New 
York City to perform random acts of kind¬ 
ness. That includes hailing cabs, opening 
doors, and more. Those street teams will 
also give away iTune cards - good for one 
song download - that promote 
www.10thousanddoors.org, a new web site 
to which The United Methodist Church is 
directing persons unaffiliated with the 
denomination. 

During Louisiana’s event, volunteers 
helping out at rebuild work sites will be 
wearing special Rethink Church t-shirts, 
and some will be handing out iTune cards 
to passers by. These cards will also pro¬ 
mote the 10 thousand doors website. The t- 
shirts will be distributed at the 
Ponchartrain Center on Tuesday morning 
before Annual Conference so that volun¬ 
teers can wear them as they are working 
onsite. 

Bishop Hutchinson is encouraging local 
churches throughout the conference to plan 
and participate in Rethink events, as well. 
“A perfect time to plan an outreach event 
would be during Back to School Time, 
with September serving as the denomina¬ 
tion’s Open House month,” said 
Hutchinson. 

Resources for conferences and churches 
are available at www.rethinkchurch.org, a 
web site that offers tools and resources to 
United Methodists for the Rethink Church 
launch. Also included is a conference- and 
church-level strategy for staging random 
acts of kindness events, similar to the event 
scheduled for New York City. Ideas range 
from cleaning up graffiti to bagging gro¬ 
ceries. 

Rethink Church launch events seek to 
make tangible the messaging found within 
The United Methodist Church’s Rethink 
Church advertising, which begins on April 
20, and officially kicks off on May 5. The 
advertising program stretches through 
December of 2009, and has a second satu¬ 
ration during Back to School. 

United Methodist Communications 
(UMCom), the communications agency of 
the denomination, oversees the Rethink 
Church advertising and welcoming pro¬ 
gram, providing Rethink Church training, 
media, and public relations support servic¬ 
es to United Methodist congregations and 
conferences worldwide. 


RETHINKCHURCH 



Royya James, Rethink Church training coordinator for United Methodist Communications, models the t-shirt that will be 
worn by delegates volunteering on one of the home rebuilds slated for the Annual Conference Mission Day. The mission 
project will be held on Tuesday afternoon once the session breaks at 12 noon. Volunteers will receive shirts that morning 


How can churches address 
stewardship in tough economic times? 


Pastors, staff and lay leaders involved in 
stewardship education and church finances 
should attend 





UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

"Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


Creating a Culture of Generosity in 
Challenging Economic Times 

Workshop 

featuring 

Dr. Clif Christopher 

Stewardship and Church Growth Consultant 

$35 first person 

$15 ea. additional from one UMC 
Pre-registration required. 


9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 

Saturday, May 9 Saturday, May 16 

First UMC, Baton Rouge Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 


Call or visit our website 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 f or more information or to register. 

www.umf.org 

































It’s not too late to 
become a 
Certified 
Welcoming 
Congregation! 
Check out the details on 
the 

Conference Website at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Toussaint performs at conference 


VOL. 10, NO. 9 

Grammy winner 

Legendary New Orleans singer/writer 
Allen Toussaint will perform at the 2009 
Louisiana Annual Conference on June 7 
prior to the Memorial Service at the 
Ponchartrain Center in Kenner. 

Toussaint grew up in a shotgun house in 
the New Orleans neighborhood of Gert 


Town, where his mother welcomed and fed 
all manner of musicians as they practiced 
and recorded with Allen. 

Toussaint has written and produced a 
string of hits for New Orleans R&B artists 
such as Ernie K-Doe, Irma Thomas, Art 
and Aaron Neville, The Showmen, and Lee 


DorseyLabelle. He produced the highly 
acclaimed Nightbirds album from 1975, 
that spawned the number one hit, ’’Lady 
Marmalade.” Toussaint collaborated with 
Paul McCartney and Wings for their hit 
album Venus and Mars. Glen Campbell 
covered Toussaint's "Southern Nights." 


Escape to Egypt 




Steve Stephens, a member of Bethel United Methodist 
Church, has authored a fictionalized story about Mary and 
Joseph’s escape to Egypt. The book, published last 
November, is being made into an animated film. 


La. author plans movie of post-Nativity story 


Steve Stephens, a resident of 
Logansport and a member of Bethel 
United Methodist Church, has authored 
several books including a fictionalized 
story about King Herod’s attempt to stop 
the coming of the Messiah. 

Published last November, The 
Greatest Escape—It Could Have Happed 
This Way (Axiom Press) speculates about 
how Mary and Joseph escaped from the 
clutches of the evil king. Stephens uses a 
fictional character named Cleangela— 


who is the daughter of King Herod— in 
offering one explanation of how the story 
may have played out. “In the book, when 
Cleangela comes in contact with the baby 
(Jesus), she gives her heart to the Lord,” 
said Stephens, who describes the book as 
a mystery/adventure story. 

The Louisiana author loves telling cre¬ 
ative Biblical tales and has always been 
“fascinated” by how Mary and Joseph 
avoided Herod, the most powerful man in 
that part of the world at the time. 


Stephens joined Bethel UMC in 1977, 
where he has actively served as a Sunday 
school teacher. He also portrays Francis 
Asbury in an authentic costume that he 
had made for playing the role. “I’ll occa¬ 
sionally fill in for preachers, and have 
had a number of opportunities to perform 
as Francis Asbury,” said Stephens. 

He and his wife Patricia have four 
adult children—all in their 40’s and 
50’s—and one child that is deceased. 

See Stephens, page 8 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

It’s Time to Make a Pilgrimage 


Greetings from Bethesda, Maryland! 
I’m here for the Legal Forum for 
Conference Chancellors and Bishops and 
also for the spring meeting of the 
Council of Bishops. Kay and I began 
today with a breakfast meeting with 
Educational Opportunities, the company 
that will lead the tours we will be taking 
with the people of the Louisiana 
Conference in 2010. As I sat and lis¬ 
tened to the exciting spots we will be vis¬ 
iting I realized the time of departure is 
not that far in the future. 

On January 12, 2010 we will be leav¬ 
ing for The Holy Land trip. Once again 
Kay and I will be hosting the trip for the 
entire Annual Conference, but with a 
special emphasis on the Ordinands of 
2008 and 2009. Some time ago I made 
the decision that it is so very helpful to a 
newly ordained clergyperson for them to 
make a visit to the actual places where 
our Lord lived and taught. Once you 
walk those streets and traverse those 
hills, stand at the wall of the original 
temple, and take time to pray in the 
Garden of Gethsemane life is never the 
same again. Suddenly the scripture takes 
on a new depth and visualizing the land, 
cities and seas of Israel makes preaching 
all the more powerful. It is indeed a 
formative event. So my plan is to go to 
the Holy Land every other year to take 
the Ordinands and everyone else in 
Louisiana who wants to make this pil¬ 
grimage. 

In 2008 we had four large busses of 
Louisiana pilgrims with us. It was a 
wonderful trip and everyone who went 
found their lives enriched and changed. 
We would love to have another large 
group, but we will go with even a small¬ 
er number. I encourage all of you to pray 
about this trip of a lifetime and decide if 
you want to go. We will be gone a total 
of ten days with the alternative to add an 
extension to the trip with a visit to Egypt, 
Petra, or an extended stay in Israel for a 
bit of personal study and reflection. You 
can call my office or Don Cottrill’s office 
for a brochure and further information. 
The Conference Office number, which 
will access both offices is 225-346-1646. 

The second trip we will take as an 
Annual Conference in 2010 is to 
Oberammergau, Germany for the 
Passion Play. This magnificent play has 
been in production since the middle 
1600’s, offered by the people of the vil¬ 
lage of Oberammergau as a thanks to 
God for their village being spared the 
ravages of the Black Plague that swept 


ml ^ 1 years at the beginning 

Bishop William itual experience until 

W. Hutchinson 2020. 

We will leave for Oberammergau on 
August 24, 2010 and will be gone for 
nine days, returning to the US on 
September 1. The cost for this trip is sig¬ 
nificantly less through Educational 
Opportunities than through most every 
other travel agency. And, I can guarantee 
you there will be wonderful accommoda¬ 
tions and great care given by the agency. 
It would be phenomenal to travel with a 
group of people from our Conference as 
we experience this unique spiritual 
event. Of course, there will be extension 
possibilities on this trip as well. Once 
again, you can get the information you 
need by calling my office, or the office of 
Don Cottrill at 225-346-1646. 

I bring these trips to your attention 
now so you can begin to plan. And, the 
sooner you sign up there is a discount for 
the total cost of the excursion. Kay and 
I would love to make these journeys with 
you! So please give them your serious 
consideration and let us know you will 
be going. 

This coming Sunday is Mother’s Day. 
As we have for several years now, Kay 
and I will be wearing white flowers in 
honor of our deceased mothers. How I 
wish we could sit in their presence once 
again and just hear their voices and see 
their faces! But that is now relegated to 
our mind’s ear and eye. I encourage 
everyone whose mother is living to take 
a few hours this Mother’s Day and do 
something special with and for your 
mother. It will be a blessing you will 
always cherish. And may I add my best 
wishes as well - Happy Mother’s Day to 
all women who have helped shape the 
lives of children in any way. What a 
blessed calling and privilege is yours. 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



The Administrative Assistants for the seven Districts of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference met March 23-24 at the conference offices in Baton Rouge. Their 
annual meeting is held to discuss updates on the conference database system 
and to share ideas. Pictured at the meeting, left to right, are Kay Chadick, 
Acadiana; Lynette DeLaune, Baton Rouge; Joyce Wilson, Shreveport; Patti 
Burgess, Lake Charles; Belinda Denicola, Conference Assistant Treasurer; 
Barbara Wade, Monroe; Treschere Washington, New Orleans; Judy Gross, 
Alexandria; and Pattie Perkins, Administrative Assistant to Rev. Larry Miller. 



Boy Scout Troop 426, sponsored by Wesley United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge, recently helped with supplies and refurbishing of the corporate offices of 
Paracletia, Inc., located in Prairieville, La. Paracletia, Inc. is a non-profit organi¬ 
zation that serves as a conduit of grace to comfort the spirit and nurture hope for 
those whose lives have been shattered through abuse, incarceration, physical or 
mental illness and disability, chemical dependency and miscarriage. Paracletia, 
Inc. represents the presence of a loving God, operating within a multi-cultural, 
ecumenical environment. Rev. Cathy Arends, RN, is appointed as Director of 
Paracletia, Inc., with her secondary appointment as Minister of Outreach and 
Missions for NewSong on Old Perkins Road UMC in Prairieville. Rev. Andrew 
Goff, pastor of Wesley UMC, serves as a member of the board of directors of 
Paracletia, Inc. Elbert Hill, scoutmaster for Troop 426, is pictured putting the fin¬ 
ishing touches on the completed project at the Paracletia offices. 
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President’s Message: An Invitation to the 2009 School of Christian Mission 


We invite you to 
attend our School of 
Christian Mission on July 
22 - 25, 2009 at the 
Wesley Center where our 
theme is 'Together at the 
Table". As we gather at 
the table at the Wesley 
Center, we are reminded 
that at the Lord's table, we 
have plenty. As laywomen organized for mis¬ 
sion, we share a piece of bread as a symbol for 
our united journey ahead. On the eve of his 
death, around the table with his disciples, he 
broke bread and set forth a means of grace for 
all who would believe. 

Yet, when we gather at the table, there are 
contradictions. At the table, there is feast and 
there is famine. At the table, treaties are made 
and treaties are broken. At the table, hospitality 
is offered and hospitality is denied. At the table 
we gather to celebrate and we gather to grieve. 
At the table there is peace and there is conflict. 
At the table, there is hope and there is doubt. 

Our human frailties and the realities of the 
world in which we live too often divide and 
exclude people at our tables. The Christ we fol¬ 
low calls us to a higher standard of living and 
loving as together we work for peace and justice 
for all of creation. 

As the Psalmists says, ’’Lord, you have 
been our dwelling place in all generations. 


Before the mountains were brought forth, or 
even you had formed the earth and the 
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 
God.” (Psalm 90:1-2) 

Though we are many, we are bound by a liv¬ 
ing God who goes before us and embraces all. 

In the sacred circle of life, enfolding the world 
and all that dwells therein, all are together at the 
table of God's love. 

Our Spiritual Growth Study is "Food and 
Faith". This study is about how our faith is nur¬ 
tured, strengthened, and enhanced, by food and 
all the ways food touches our lives. I love food! 
I think that food is one of the best gifts that God 
has given us. Food is life. It is joy, delight, and 
comfort. Food comes in all shapes, flavors, col¬ 
ors, and seasons. Food is sweet and spicy, hot 
and cold, rich and light, coarse and smooth, liq¬ 
uid and solid, hard and soft, juicy and dry, and 
so much more. This great gift of food is a tan¬ 
gible symbol of God's presence in our lives. 

The study explores how food can be a compan¬ 
ion, a comforter, a quiet, friendly presence that 
can fill empty moments in our lives, and yet 
food can become an enemy in a fast-paced life. 

It is a cruel addiction that must be managed, 
controlled, and overcome. 

It is no accident that our most profound 
sacrament, Holy Communion, is food. In this 
study, we explore how the bread and fruit of the 
vine illustrates the magnitude of God's love for 
us on multiple levels, and how God's presence is 


invoked and the divine and the ordinary connect 
in a mystery created by Christ and ordained by 
God. 

The presence of God in our lives is shared in 
community when the faithful gather for suste¬ 
nance in the form of fellowship and food. It is 
an extension of the Communion Table when the 
church family gathers around coffee and cook¬ 
ies, a benefit dinner, a meal of celebration, a 
meal for healing the grief of the bereaved, or in 
many other ways. 

The rituals of feasting and fasting remind us 
of our need for God. This study gives informa¬ 
tion on reasons to fast and healthy ways to fast, 
and grow from the ritual of fasting. We have 
John Wesley's words to remind us that we can 
be both empty and full for God. "Let me be 
full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let 
me have nothing." This study reminds us that 
when we can take the time to explore the spiri¬ 
tual benefits of being full or empty, the food 
given to us by God for our well-being will satis¬ 
fy more completely. 

The Geographical Study for 2009-2010, 

"The Beauty and Courage of Sudan: Why a 
Dream of Peace is Possible", offers an extended 
portrait of Sudan. Using our loving eye in this 
study, we can see that Sudan and its people 
embody and inspirit many of the issues of the 
21st Century continent of Africa. Their beauty 
and courage promise the hope that eventually 
they will realize the dream of peace. 


Finally, our Social Issue study "Giving Our 
Hearts Away: Native American Survival", will 
search for appropriate ways for United 
Methodists to engage in mission with Native 
Americans. What are the contemporary needs 
and how best can these needs be met? How do 
we cooperate with tribal structures and be sensi¬ 
tive to cultural issues? 

On behalf of the Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Women, we extend an invita¬ 
tion to all to attend the School of Christian 
Mission and we know that you will not leave 
the same as you came. Limited scholarships are 
available for first time United Methodist 
Women and for youth. You MUST apply and 
you MUST meet the deadline in order to be 
considered. Please check for the forms in this 
edition or online at www.la-umc.org/laity/umw 
You will be glad that you came and you will be 
BLESSED! 

May God continue to bless and keep you 
and the United Methodist Women as we further 
the work of Christ together. 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman, President 

Louisiana Annual Conference 

United Methodist Women 



Edna B. 
Hickman 


2009 UMW School of Christian Mission: “Together at the Table” 


The UMW School 
of Christian Mission 
will be held from July 
22-25 at The Wesley 
Center, 2350 Methodist 
Parkway, Woodworth, 

La. The School is 
opened to girls ages 
12-18, UMW members, 
ministers, and other 
interested persons. Our 
2009 theme, “Together at the Table,” will 
explore information through our three mis¬ 
sions studies: “Food and Faith,” “The 
Beauty and Courage of Sudan,” and 
“Giving our Hearts Away: Native 
American Survival.” All participants will 
be enrolled in the “Food and Faith” study, 
and may choose either the Sudan or Native 
American study as their additional study. 
The Youth Study is “Food, Faith, and Me.” 

At the School of Christian Mission, 
we will gather as a community of men and 
women for worship, fellowship, study, 
music, and prayer. 

Our Spiritual Growth study, “Food 
and Faith,” will explore how our Christian 
faith is nurtured, strengthened, and 
enhanced by food. Food is important part 
for the physical, emotional, and spiritual 
sustenance in our lives. Our profound and 
beautiful sacrament, Holy Communion, 
involves the sharing of food, along with a 
service of worship. We feel the presence of 
God’s Spirit, as the divine and ordinary 
connect in a mystery created by Jesus 
Christ. Jesus used food as a symbol for 
Christian faith and love when He said, “I 
am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty.” 

Through the geographical study, “The 


Beauty and Courage of 
Sudan,” we will seek to 
understand the many 
contrasts and complexi¬ 
ties of the people and 
territory of that nation. 

On the one hand, 

Sudan is a nation of 
poverty, violence, and 
suffering. On the other 
hand, there is also beauty, a spirit of 
courage, rich tradition, history, and natural 
resources. We will study the country’s 
many ethnicities, religions and languages, 
and the role of the women in the peace 
process. We will seek to enhance our 
understanding of this nation and people, 
and how as Christians we may help the 
people of Sudan to confront the issues 
which divide them, and someday realize 
the dream of peace. 

Through our Native American study, 
we will leam about the lives and culture of 
our Indian neighbors, with special empha¬ 
sis on the Native Americans in Louisiana. 
We will leam about the inter-relatedness of 
indigenous peoples and their land, identify 
selected key issues affecting Native 
Americans, and appreciate the “Give 
Away” culture of the Native Americans. 

We will have a special presentation on 
Louisiana Native Americans by members 
of the Houma Indian tribe of South 
Louisiana. 

In addition to our studies, we will 
also have reports from some of our mission 
agencies in Louisiana. Ellen Blue, a theolo¬ 
gian and ordained minister, will give a 
presentation about the history of the St. 
Mark’s Community Center (now renamed 
as the North Rampart Community Center.) 

Scholarships for the School of 


Missions are available to women who are 
attending for the first time, and for young 
women ages 12-18. To apply for a schol¬ 
arship, fill out the application form and 
send to our Membership Chairperson, 

Ethel Lilly, by June 1. Each District is 
encouraged to recmit young women to 
attend the School of Missions. 

To register for the School of Missions, 
fill out the Registration Form and send 
along with the registration fee to Laurie 
Seeger, Conference UMW Treasurer. The 
deadline for registration is July 15. Study 
materials for each study may be purchased 
from the Mission Resource Center, 
www.missionresourcecenter.org, or from 
the Resource Room at the School of 
Missions. For more information, see the 
Conference UMW web page, www.la- 
umc.org/laity/umw.php. The Executive 
Committee of United Methodist Women is 
already hard at work to make our School 
of Missions an informative, inspirational, 
and memorable event which will be a 
blessing for all of us. 

Scholarship Information: Adult or 
young women who are attending the 
School of Missions for the first time may 
apply for the Estelle Dameron Scholarship. 
Young women ages 12-18 may apply for 
the Youth Scholarship. More funds for 
both these scholarships are needed. Local 
units should send donations to their 
District Treasurer designated for the Estelle 
Dameron Scholarship or the Youth 
Scholarship Fund. For more information, 
contact Joyce Thibodeaux at 
(985) 868-0100. 

By Joyce Thibodeaux, Dean 

Dolores G. Giles, Assistant Dean 

2009 School of Christian Mission 


Dr. Ellen Blue to Speak at 
UMW School of Missions 

“The Gospel 
According to St. 

Mark’s: The Work for 
Social Justice at St. 

Mark’s Community 
Center on North 
Rampart Street,” is the 
subject of a presenta¬ 
tion by the Reverend 
Dr. Ellen Blue. During the school, Dr. Blue 
will address the history of St. Mark’s as a 
vital component in the justice ministries of 
Methodist women in Louisiana. St. Mark’s 
was run by Methodist deaconesses and 
supported by local laywomen. Since 
Hurricane Katrina, the center has been 
reorganized, and as the North Rampart 
Community Center, continues the work. 

Dr. Blue is the Mouzon Biggs, Jr. 
Associate Professor of the History of 
Christianity and United Methodist Studies 
at Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa. 
She is an ordained elder in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference, holding the M. 

Divinity from Perkins School of Theology 
at SMU and a Ph.D. from Tulane 
University. 

She is in the final stages of completing 
a book about St. Mark’s called Rampart 
Street Reformers: Social Gospel and Civil 
Rights in New Orleans. A portion will 
appear as a chapter, “True Methodist 
Women: Reflections on the Community at 
St. Mark’s, 1895-1939,” in the volume 
Louisiana Women: Their Lives and Times 
(University of Georgia Press), forthcoming 
in 2009. We look forward to the sharing of 
this rich history and heritage of Louisiana 
United Methodist Women. 



Joyce 

Thibodeaux, 

Dean 



Dolores Giles, 
Assistant Dean 



Dr. Ellen Blue 
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Presenting the leaders for the 2009 Louisiana 



Mary Lou 
Blakeman 


Food and Faith 
Mary Lou Blakeman 

Mary Lou 

Blakeman was bom in 
Sulphur, La. and was 
educated at Centenary 
College in Shreveport, 

La.; Southern 
Methodist University in 
Dallas, Tex.; and LSU, 

Shreveport. She is married to a retired 
United Methodist minister. They are par¬ 
ents of three grown children and grandpar¬ 
ents of three girls. Mary Lou is a Sunday 
School teacher in her local church. In 
many ways, Mary Lou remains a strong 
supporter of and is actively involved with 
United Methodist Women. She has served 
as President and Vice-President on the 
District level; member of the Committee on 
Nominations, Membership chairperson, 
and Historian on the Conference level. She 
has also been a study leader for conference 
and regional Schools of Christian Mission. 
She has been Annual Meeting speaker for 
Louisiana, North Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Texas and Florida Conferences 
as well as serving as speaker for spiritual 
retreats across many conferences and dis¬ 
tricts. Mary Lou has worked as a school 
psychologist in the juvenile justice depart¬ 
ment in Monroe, La. for 16 years and for 
five years in five other Louisiana parishes. 
She also taught as an adjunct teacher at the 
University of Louisiana, Monroe. We wel¬ 
come her as the study leader for this year’s 
spiritual growth study on Food and Faith. 
Sudan: Geographical Study 
Rev. Arnold Vestal 
Brown, Sr. 

Rev. Arnold Vestal 
Brown, Sr. was bom in 
Bogalusa, La. He is 
married to Doris 
Burnett Brown and 
they have two children, 

Arnold Jr. and Joy. 

Rev. Brown is a 
graduate of Dillard University with a 
degree in Biology Pre-Med. After answer¬ 
ing the call to ministry he attended 
Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, 
Georgia where he graduated with a 
Master’s of Divinity degree. After finishing 
seminary, he was appointed to St. James 
and Round Grove United Methodist 
Churches in the Shreveport District of the 
Louisiana Conference, serving from 1988- 
1992. In 1992 he was appointed to Neely 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
where he has served for nearly 17 years. 
Rev. Brown has served on various confer¬ 
ence committees, including the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, the Rev. W.T. Handy, Jr. 
Task Force, and the former Conference 
Committee on Special Ministries of which 
he served as chairperson. Rev. Brown has 
also been active beyond the local church, 
teaching in the United Methodist Women’s 
Schools of Christian Mission on the local, 
district, conference and regional levels. He 
has led the following mission studies: 
African Churches Speak, John Wesley, 
Joshua, James, India /Pakistan, Refugees, 
The Bible, Ecclesiastes, and Israel and 
Palestine. 

Rev. Brown enjoys doing many things 


44 


Rev. Arnold 
Vestal Brown 


as a minister. However, in his eyes, few 
things compare with teaching the Word of 
God. When asked what his main gift is, 
Rev. Brown readily proclaims that God has 
gifted him as a teacher of His Word. He 
accepts and uses this gift with humility and 
a clear understanding of his responsibility 
in “feeding God’s sheep.” 

Rev. Clifton 
Conrad 

Clifton C. Conrad, 

Sr. is a native of Baton 
Rouge, La. He is a 
graduate of the 
University of 
Southwestern 
Louisiana (ULL) with 
a B. S. in Education 
and a M. Ed. in Guidance and Counseling. 
He received his Master of Divinity degree 
from the Interdenominational Theological 
Center in Atlanta, Ga. He is the pastor of 
St. Mark United Methodist Church in 
Opelousas and is retired from the Lafayette 
Parish School System as a School 
Counselor at the W. D. Smith Career 
Center. Pastor Conrad is past president of 
the Acadiana District United Methodist 
Men, past president of the Fellowship of 
Associate Members and Local Pastors for 
the Louisiana Annual Conference, and past 
KRS and Basileus of Upsilon Rho chapter 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. He cur¬ 
rently serves as the Chair of the Acadiana 
District Ministry Team for the United 
Methodist Church. 

He and his wife, Kathleen Carter 
Conrad, have been married for 31 years. 
They are the parents of two children, 
Clifton, Jr., 30, who is currently residing in 
Huntsville, Al. and Chantel, 25, who is cur¬ 
rently residing in Chicago, II. 

Rev. Bernadine 
Johnson 

Bernadine Johnson 
is an ordained deacon 
in full connection with 
the Louisiana 
Conference. She serves 
as chairperson of the 
Order of Deacons, the 
executive committee of Johnson 
the Conference Board 
of Ordained Ministry, and serves on the 
Conference Relations Committee. She 
served as a delegate to the 2008 General 
Conference and to the 2004 and 2008 
South Central Jurisdictional Conferences. 
She previously served as conference and 
district study leader for the studies entitled 
Mexico, Creating Interfaith Community, 
Globalization, Israel-Palestine and Native 
American Survival. Deacon Johnson has 
been involved with United Methodist 
Women for many years, serving as a speak¬ 
er for UMW Sunday worship services, 
leading mini-school studies and presenta¬ 
tions to district and local units. She has par¬ 
ticipated in immersion experience on the 
Arizona-Mexico border, sponsored by the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry and has participated in Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission construction projects 
in South Africa. 

Deacon Johnson is an attorney in public 
service practice working in attorney regula¬ 
tion and professional ethics. She also 



Rev. Bernadine 



Rev. Clifton 
Conrad 


serves as resident deacon at First United 
Methodist Church in Baker. She completed 
graduate theological studies through 
Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University. She received the 
Juris Doctor degree from Whittier College 
of Law, and the Bachelor of Arts degree 
from California State University at Los 
Angeles. She is a native of New Orleans 
and presently resides in Baton Rouge. 

Rev. Constance 
“Connie” Saizon 
Rev. Constance R. 

Saizon is pastor of the 
St. Landry United 
Methodist Church in 
Gonzales, La. and 
Hughes UMC in Baton 
Rouge, La. She is also 
a Christian comedian. 

She is on the board of 
the following organizations and ministries: 
Paracletia, Inc. in Prairieville; Family 
Resource Center in Walker; and the 
Livingston Youth and Family Counseling 
Center in Denham Springs. She has active 
memberships with the following organiza¬ 
tions and boards: the Livingston Chamber 
of Commerce, Baton Rouge District 
Ministry Team, Louisiana Women in 
Ministry (LAWIM), Church Women 
United, the Christian Women’s 
Connection, District Singles Task Force, 
and the Conference Commission on 
Religion and Race. Rev. Saizon has been 
study leader for the Israel/Palestine study 
for both years of its offering during the 
Louisiana Conference School of Mission. 
She is the mother of two adult daughters, 
Kelli in Bloomington, Ill. and Courtni in 
Los Angeles, Ca. 

David Wildman 
David Wildman is 
executive secretary for 
Human Rights and 
Racial Justice with the 
General Board of 
Global Ministries of the 
United Methodist 
Church. He also relates 
on behalf of GBGM with partners in the 
Middle East, Afghanistan and Nepal. He 
has helped organize and lead justice and 
peace delegations to Palestine/Israel. He 
most recently visited Gaza in January of 
2007 and February of 2008. He writes and 
speaks on a wide range of human rights, 
racial justice, economic justice, and anti¬ 
war struggles. He works with grassroots 
human rights organizations as well as with 
non-governmental organizations active at 
the United Nations. David helped found the 
US Campaign to End the Israeli 
Occupation and has served on its steering 
committee since 2001. From 1989-2001 he 
facilitated education and advocacy semi¬ 
nars at the Church Center for the UN - 
especially on the UN, Palestine/Israel, Iraq, 
South Africa and broader Middle East con¬ 
flicts. He was active in the anti-apartheid 
divestment movement on three different 
campuses in the 1970s and ‘80s. He con¬ 
tinues to be active in support of economic 
justice in South Africa by serving on the 
Board of Shared Interest, a loan guarantee 
fund supporting community development 
in South Africa. He also serves on the 



David Wildman 



Rev. Constance 
Saizon 


steering committee of United For Peace 
with Justice and on the boards of 
Agricultural Missions, the National Farm 
Workers Ministries, the Interreligious 
Foundation for Community Organization 
(IFCO/Pastors for Peace), and Church 
World Service’s Middle East Forum. 

David holds both a Master of Divinity 
and Master of Philosophy degrees (for doc¬ 
toral work) in Christian Social Ethics from 
Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City. He is active in St. Paul’s and St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist Churches in 
New York City. 

Giving Our Hearts Away: Native 
American Survival: Social Issue 
Study 

Corine Paulk 

Corine Francis 
Paulk is our study 
leader for the course 
“Giving Our Hearts 
Away: Native 
American Survival.” 

She was raised and 
resides in Dulac, La., a 
rural Native American community approxi¬ 
mately 45 minutes south of New Orleans. 
She attended an Indian mission school 
which was started by the United Methodist 
Church when Terrebonne parish didn’t 
allow Indian people into schools. In 1953, 
Terrebonne Parish School Board opened an 
Indian-only public school in lower Dulac, 
accepting its long overdue educational 
responsibility to their Native American citi¬ 
zens. The mission school closed at the end 
of the 1954 school session and Corine then 
transferred to the public school and 
remained until 1957. A high school for 
Native American students was not estab¬ 
lished until 1961. The Houma people were 
still not allowed to graduate in Terrebonne 
until 1964. In order to graduate and receive 
her degree, Corine attended Vashti School, 
a girls boarding school operated by the 
United Methodist Church in Thomasville, 
Georgia. Since then, Corine has been an 
active member in her church, community 
and the public school system. She is a 
member of the United Houma Nation of 
Terrebonne Parish. She is a Terrebonne 
Parish School Board Retiree with 30 years 
of service. She worked with the Indian 
Education Program and is a member of 
Louisiana Indian Education Association 
(LIEA). She is former treasurer and mem¬ 
ber of the National Indian Education 
Association (NIEA). She has also served 
as a board member of the Dulac 
Community Center and as founder and 
committee member of the Calling of the 
Tribes Pow Wow. She is a member of 
United Methodist Women, former president 
of Houma Heights UMW and is a member 
of Bayou Blue United Methodist Women. 
She has served as representative to the 
Louisiana Annual Conference for Houma 
Heights UMC and for Bayou Blue UMC. 
She serves as a mentor for student confir¬ 
mation for Bayou Blue UMC, is an active 
member of the United Methodist Native 
American Task Force, and has been coor¬ 
dinator of the Community Girls Club of 
Dulac. Corine is the mother of two adult 
sons, grandmother of four, and is now a 
great-grandmother. 
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Conference UMW School of Christian Mission 



Janice Johnson 


Janice Johnson 

Janice Johnson is 
affectionately known 
as “JJ” and has been 
heavily involved with 
research regarding 
Native Americans, ver¬ 
ifying her own heritage 
through her detailed 
research. She is a descendant of Choctaw 
and Cherokee ancestry and is instrumental 
in broadening Native American awareness 
at Wesley United Methodist Church and in 
the community. She is a lifelong member 
of Wesley UMC in Baton Rouge. She is a 
member of and soloist in two of the church 
choirs and the Wesley Praise Team. Janice 
has served as co-chairperson for the 
Publicity Committee for Wesley’s 
Founder’s Day. Her efforts and leadership 
have brought unique recognitions to the 
church history and current role in the com¬ 
munity. She is also a member of Wesley’s 
nominations committee. Janice is treasurer 
of her local UMW unit. She attended SCM 
for her first time in 2008 and was recipient 
of the Estelle Dameron scholarship. Her 
celebration of her Native American her¬ 
itage findings includes participation in the 
inter-tribal ceremonial events of Louisiana 
which includes the Houma and Tunica- 
Biloxi of Louisiana. 

She is the parent of two sons whom 
she has raised since the death of their mom 
(Janice’s only sibling, Mary Jean). She is 
retired from the Air Force Reserves and 
works with the U.S. Department of Justice 
in Baton Rouge. 

We appreciate her willingness to take 
on this service as a study leader of the 
Native American study at our 2009 School 
of Christian Mission. 


Food, Faith and Me: Teen Study 
Leaders 
Cora Dawson 

Cora Mills- 
Dawson was bom and 
raised in Lafayette, La. 

Raised in a single par¬ 
ent home, she’s the 
youngest of three girls. 

Cora is married to 
Leon Mills-Dawson 
and is mother of two, son Caleb and step¬ 
daughter Skylar. Cora is an elementary 
school teacher by training and a Christian 
by God’s grace. During her spare time she 
enjoys traveling, reading, photography, 
shopping, dining out, entertaining, spend¬ 
ing time with family and friends, and most¬ 
ly offering Christ to others. Her favorite 
scripture is Philippians 4:13 “I can do ALL 
things through Christ which strengthens 
me.” 

Doret Gilbert- 
Wilson 

Doret Gilbert- 
Wilson grew up in 
Jamaica. She has been 
in the United States for 
43 years, and in 
Monroe, La. for the 
past 18 years. She has 
a Business Degree in 
Management and has worked as a manu¬ 
facturing supervisor. Doret has served as 
District Youth Co-coordinator; District Vice 
President; District Mission Coordinator for 
Education and Interpretation; Lay Speaker; 
former president of her local UMW Unit; 
Mission and Worship Coordinator for her 
church; and on the Conference Board of 
Discipleship and Committee on 
Strengthening Black Churches. Doret start¬ 
ed the Young Adventurers for Hope UMC, 
and is the Executive Director for a non¬ 


profit international organization which 
helps adults and kids who are victims of 
HIV/AIDS, leprosy and homelessness. She 
is married to Jessie Wilson and they are 
the parents of two children, a son and a 
daughter, and a grandson. 

Carrie Roy 

Carrie Roy resides 
in Harvey, La. and 
attends Boynton UMC 
in Gretna, La. In her 
local church she has 
held numerous offices 
including 

Administrative Council 
chair, Youth coordinator, and vice president 
of UMW. Currently she is lay member to 
Annual Conference, Social Actions coordi¬ 
nator, a member of the Finance Committee, 
a member of Staff Pastor Parish and serves 
as coordinator of the acolyte ministry. She 
also teaches VBS. She’s the former New 
Orleans District Spiritual Growth coordina¬ 
tor and now serves on the Conference 
Nominations Committee in the class of 
2012. She was also a youth study leader for 
the La. Conference School of Christian 
Mission. 

Carrie’s professional experience has 
been in the corporate setting. She is retired 
from Prudential Financial and is employed 
part-time with Second Harvest Food Bank 
of New Orleans and Acadiana Parishes. 
Reading, singing and going to the movies 
are some of her hobbies. She is the mother 
of three grown sons 
and has four grandsons. 

Music and Song 
Leaders 

Annette Fortuna 

Annette Fortuna 
has been a member of 
United Methodist 
Women for many years 


and continues to be involved on the local, 
district, and conference levels as well as 
beyond. Involved as a UMW officer, 
speaker, music, song and retreat leader, 
Annette is currently vice-president of her 
local unit at Noel United Methodist Church 
in Shreveport where her husband, Rev. 
David Fortuna, is pastor. Annette teaches a 
young adult Sunday school class and is 
involved with the worship center prepara¬ 
tion for the contemporary worship services. 
She will serve as Noel’s Vacation Bible 
School director this summer. Annette says, 
“I still love music. This is my ministry.” 

She and Rev. Fortuna are the parents of 
two adult daughters and are blessed with 
six grandchildren, ages two to six years, 
including a set of twins. We welcome 
Annette as song leader for the 2009 School 
of Mission. 

Dorothy “Jackie” 

Pennington 

“Jackie” 

Pennington resides in 
Covington, La. where 
she teaches vocal music 
and piano at Pitcher 
Junior High School. 

She is married to Rev. 

Walter Bell Pennington, 

Jr., a retired United Methodist minister. 
They are the parents of four children. Their 
retirement from active church ministry 
gives them more time to worship with their 
three grown children who are worship lead¬ 
ers in their church congregations and time 
to enjoy with their six grandchildren. 

Jackie and Walter’s youngest son is a stu¬ 
dent at Alcom State University in 
Mississippi, which is also their alma mater. 
Jackie has served in the past as musician 
for the West Gulf Regional School and for 
our conference Schools of Mission. We 
welcome her again as pianist for the 2009. 




Dora Gilbert- 
Wilson 



Carrie Roy 



Annette Fortuna 



Dorothy 

Pennington 


2009 UMW Calendar 
of Important Dates 

• Scholarship Applications for 2009 School of Mission Due - 

June 1, 2009 

• West Gulf Regional School, Dillard University, New Orleans, La- 

June 25-28, 2009 

• Registration for 2009 School of Mission - July 15, 2009 

• Conference UMW Executive Committee Meeting - July 21, 2009 

• Conference UMW School of Christian Mission - July 22 - 25, 2009 

• UMW Executive Committee Meeting - September 17, 2009 

• UMW Annual Meeting & DELT - September 18 - 19, 2009* 

• District Elected Leaders Training - September 19, 2009 

• Program, School of Christian Mission Committees - 

November 21, 2009 


*2009 UMW Annual Meeting 
Hosted by the New Orleans District 
Sept. 18-19, 2009 
Gretna UMC, 1209 Whitney Ave. 

Theme: Celebrating Faith, Love, Hope and Joy 
Scripture: 1 Thesalonians 1:13, 6; 1 Corinthians 13:13 
Hotel reservations can be made now at the Holiday 
Inn/Wesbank by calling (504) 366-8535 
Queen or King: $90 plus $10.73 tax (1-2 per room) 
$100 plus $11.73 tax (3-4 per room) 

God’s Cgrace to All! 

Carolyn Bowers, N.O. District President 


Stop “by” and “buy” 

When the school bell rings for classes, be sure to have what you need to be that 
“top-notch” student, including your resource books, maps, Response and New 
World Outlook magazines. All of these and more will be on sale in the 
Resource Room during the School of Christian Mission. 

The Resource Room will be open during registration on the first day of the 
school, Wednesday, July 22 from 10 a. m.-12 noon. 

If you would like to order these materials before the start of the school, you can 
contact the Mission Resource Center by phone at (800) 305-9857 or you can 
order through fax number (214) 630-0079. You can speak with a customer serv¬ 
ice representative around the clock and faxed orders can also be done 24/7. The 
e-mail address is: www.missionresourcecenter.org 

Our adult study resources for this year are: 

Text: Food and Faith by Wendy Whiteside Stock # M3030; Price$7.00 

(This book counts under the Spiritual Growth category for the Reading Program) 

Text: The Beauty and Courage of Sudan by Linda Beher and 
Study Guide by Maxine West Stock # M3060; Price $10.00 

(This book counts under the Education for Mission category for the Reading 
Program) 

Text: Giving Our Hearts Away-Native Americans 

by Thom White Wolf Fossett Stock # M3015; Price $10.00 

(This book counts under the Education for Mission category for the Reading 
Program) 

Our Youth Study for this year is on Food and Faith 

Text: Food, Faith and Me by Kelly Martini Stock # M3055; Price $8.00 

(This book counts under the Spiritual Growth category for the Reading Program) 
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UMW “Hands On 

Here’s your opportunity to get 
involved through your church units to help 
our mission agencies right here in 
Louisiana. Place a box or basket in your 
church foyer or UMW meeting room to 
collect the items listed below. Designate 
someone from your unit to transport the 
items collected to the School of Missions 
to be held at The Wesley Center from July 
22-25. . .or to the UMW Annual Meeting 
in Gretna on Sept. 18-19. 

If you do not choose to contribute 
any one of these items, then you may 
make a monetary donation. Please make 
your checks payable to LA. CONFER¬ 
ENCE UMW (not to the agency). This 
will ensure that the Conference gets credit 
for your gift. Also, please designate on 
your check which agency you wish to sup¬ 
port. 



“Mission in Motion”: St. Paul UMC 
United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women of St. 
Paul’s in Harahan recently traveled to 
Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac to deliver 
toys to the church pre-school. 

Hurricane Ike took its toll on the Dulac 
community and left the pre-school unable 
to open until after Christmas. Twenty-one 
children are again enjoying the cheerful 
facility and new toys under the direction of 
Zoeanna Verrett. As an outgrowth of their 
combined study, “God’s Mission, God’s 
Song”, Carrollton UMCand St. Paul’s 
UMW units will also supply the school 
with rhythm instruments. 


UMW NEWSLETTER 
PUBLICATION 
DEADLINES 

This newsletter insert is 
published four times a year in 
the La .Now! 
Upcoming due dates for 
articles/news are as follow 

August newsletter articles 
Due: July 9 

November newsletter articles 
Due: October 8 

All UMW articles & news 
stories are welcome. Send all 
information to: 

Lana P. Lathan 
131 Ogden Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-5013 

E-Mail address: 
lathan 131 @bell south, net 
Fax: 225-346-3045 
Home: 225-383-4380 


’ Mission Giving 

DULAC COMMUNITY CENTER: 

Baby items, bottles; bibs; caps; and one- 
sies. School kits, pencils; loose leaf paper; 
scissors; glue; crayons and rulers. 

MACDONELL CHILDREN’S 
SERVICES: School supplies, 

loose leaf paper (wide ruled); single 
subject notebooks (wide ruled); five sub¬ 
ject notebooks (wide ruled); markers; #2 
pencils; erasable pens (blue and black ink); 
coloring books and crayons (16 and 24 
pack); and three prong folders. 

NORTH RAMPART COMMUNITY 
CENTER: Recreational, 

(soft) soccer balls, footballs and volley 
balls. First Aid Supplies, band-aids; anti¬ 
bacterial ointment; cotton balls; non-aller- 
genic tape and gauze pads. 

By Judy Willis, Vice President 
Louisiana Conference UMW 


CONFERENCE UMW AWARD and REPORT DUE DATES 

Membership, Nurture, Outreach 

Estelle Dameron Scholarship , youth & adult applications - Due June 1st 
Women in Mission nominations-Due June 1st 
*First time SCM attendees only for these scholarships* 

SOCIAL ACTION 

Charter for Racial Justice-Due June 1st 
EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
Mission study & Mission Today reports Due August 1st 
Program Resources 
Reading Program reports- Due August 1st 
Reminders: 

• UMW Sunday celebrations can still be submitted (ASAP) to 
Conference Memebership, Nurture, Outreach chair 

• UMW surveys are still being accepted and can be sent to the attention 

of our conference president. They can be accessed on line at 
www.la-umc.org/laith/umw.php 

• It is hoped that our units will respond to the Membership Counting effort 

.This inof is also being collected by your District Membership, 
Nurture & Outreach coordinators 


Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA 
School of Christian Mission 
July 22 - 25, 2009 

Send Registration and Housing form to: 

Laurie Seeger 

80369 Kenzie Road, Covington, LA 70435 
BY July 15, 2009 

Make Check Payable to: Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women 


ADULT REGISTRATION 

YOUTH REGISTRATION 


Name: 

Name: 



Aqe: School level in Sept. 2009 

Address: 

Address: 


Citv Zip 

City: 

Zip: 

Phone No: ( ) 

Phone No.:( ) 


Church: District: 

Church: 

District: 

Email address 

Name of Adult rooming with 

you: 


* Youth must be 12 to 18 years old 

All Participants mail ONLY $15.00 with Registration _ 

has permission to go on a field trip in connection with her 
studies. 

No refunds will be made after July 15th 

All Conference Officers and Study Leaders All Youth participate in the study: Food & Faith 

MUST Register 
Check all that apply: 

()First Timer 

()Need first floor room (explain below) 


()Rooming with Teen Woman 
()Staying at home 

( Conference UMW Executive Committee 
()Study Leader at Conference SCM 
()District UMW Officer 

()Study Leader at District SCM 
()Retired Missionary or Retired Deaconess 
Roommates preferred_ 


Studies: Choose one of the following: 

()Native Americans Giving Away Our Heartsl 
() Geographic Study: Sudan 

Everyone participates in the study: FOOD AND FAITH 

EMERGENCY FORM 

Person to notify in case of Emergency: 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 


Phone: ( )_ 

Meal costs: Breakfast $6; Lunch $8; Dinner $12 
plus tax. 

Note: We will dispense NO medications on premises 


Cost for Adults/Youth-to be paid upon arrival 

2 to a room - $189.00 per person 

3 or 4 to a room - $180.00 per person 

Individual participants & commuter meals must be paid at 
Conference Center desk upon arrival 

Commuters $6.00 per day participation paid to Wesley Center 
Bring with you to School - 

1. Insurance Card 2. Doctor’s Name & Phone Number 
3. All prescription drugs & OTC meds you might need. 


Registration and Housing Information 

Registration fee includes insurance coverage from time you 
leave your home, through your stay and your return home. 
All rooms have two double beds and bath. Cost is based 
on number of persons per room and includes meals. Cots 
will be available upon request and at extra cost. Requests 
for cots must be received prior to July 15th. Rooms are 
limited and will be assigned on a first-come basis until full. 
The Registrar will make ALL room assignments. When 
rooms are filled, information will be made available of 
alternate housing. Those not staying at the Wesley Center 
must make their own arrangements. There must be at least 
one adult in the room with youth. 
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The street sign for the Wesley Foundation at McNeese State University has a 
facelift! The new logo reflects the Foundation’s vision of a “relational, Christ-cen¬ 
tered presence” on the McNeese campus. The sign pairs the United Methodist 
cross and flame with “a different kind of cowboy.” This change comes as Wesley 
Foundation student leaders and board members are “naming and claiming” their 
vision of God’s ministry in this unique setting. The improvements to the sign 
were made possible by a memorial contribution from a McNeese Wesley 
Foundation administrative board member. Pictured right, Noel United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport recently served lunch to over 1,000 people at the church’s 
annual Easter Celebration. In addition to a free meal, there was an Easter egg 
hunt and inflatables for the kids. Several agencies provided information on their 
services, and Noel representatives passed out books to kick off the church’s 
“Seed and Read” reading program for children. Mary Green, Noel’s children’s 
director, left, and member Gina Vogt are pictured passing out the books for the 
reading program. Erick Coleman, Noel member pictured on the cover of the 
Louisiana Now!, entertained the lunch crowd on the piano. 




St. Luke - Simpson UMC 
Lake Charles 


Nicholas Abshire and Colton Hunt, 
members of St. Luke-Simpson United 
Methodist Church in Lake Charles, were 
recognized at a church service for their 
participation in the 2008 Little League 
World Series in Williamsport, Pa. Both 
young men are members of the Southwest 
Lake Charles Little League team that par¬ 
ticipated in the series. The United 
Methodist Women unit at the church pre¬ 
sented them with Mission Recognition 
Pins for their acts of Christian service. 
Charlie Oakley, Jo Keenum and Francis 
Tindel also received recognition pins for 
their service. 


Attention First Time Members of 
Conference Lay and Clergy 

There will be a training session for 
first time members attending the 2009 
Annual Conference (both lay and cler¬ 
gy) held in the Oakland Plantation 
Room at the Ponchartrain Center June 7 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 



WESLEY CENTER 

A Spiritual Retreat Center of the United Methodist Church 


Who do we SERVE? 

• Churches 

• Sunday School Classes 

• United Methodist Women & Men 

• Youth and Mission Organizations 

• Individuals & Families 

• Choir Clinics & Retreats 

What do we OFFER? 

• Affordable Rates 

• Deluxe Lodging 

• Large & Small Meeting Spaces 

• Spacious Outdoor Pavilion 

• Paved & Straw Walking Trails 

• Delicious Meals 



Summer Dates Are 
Still Available! 

Contact us today to plan your 
next event. 


(318)449-4500 
2350 Methodist Parkway 
Woodworth, LA 71485 
www.thewesleycenter.com 
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Palm Sunday was a very busy day for the congregation of Bayou Blue United Methodist Church in Houma, La. The day began with pancakes, eggs and all the trim¬ 
mings for breakfast. After the 10 a.m. Communion service, the children had an Easter egg hunt on the church grounds while....first time ever....there was an adult 
Easter egg hunt in the Fellowship Hall. Prizes were given for particular eggs with the grand prize being a gift certificate for two to Olive Garden. Gilliam United 
Methodist Church and Hosston UMC participated in a Lenten program entitled “4 projects in 40 days.” Prior to the beginning of Lent, each of the churches were given 
the opportunity to select four projects for the 40 days of the season. Gilliam UMC worked with The McDade House, with Diana McKellar serving as project leader; 
Providence House, led by Margaret Stinson; gathering of school supplies, led by Deann Dominick and Pattie Rousseau; cleaning the church lot, led by Carl Wayne 
Reece; and an extra project led by Mary K. Martin, knitting scarves. Hosston UMC selected the Methodist Children’s Home, Claudia Clay, leader; The McDade House, 
led by Rena McKinney; and Nothing But Nets, Robin Branim, leader. Hosston also participated in knitting scarves, led by Elizabeth Dominick. The McDade House pro¬ 
vides lodging for people who have family members being treated in Shreveport hospitals and The Providence House serves as an area shelter. Easter basket goodies 
and donations were collected for the Children’s Home, and funding was collected for the Nothing But Nets initiative. The knitted scarves were given to homeless citi¬ 
zens. Pictured above are, left to right, Deann Dominick and Margaret Stinson, front row; Pattie Rousseau, Mary K. Martin, Diana McKellar, Carl Wayne Reece, back. 


Stephens, from page 1 

Stephens serves as the Chief Creative 
Officer of the Shreveport, La. based film 
studio 4HG Entertainment (4HG). The 
studio is currently in production with its 
first project, a traditional animation film 
based on The Greatest Escape. 

The film is co-produced by NRT Films, 
based in Los Angeles, and South Korea’s 
Sun Min Pictures. Directed by Kevin 
Altieri (Pearl Jam’s Do The Evolution ani¬ 
mation music video, the award winning 
Batman - The Animated Series, Warner 
Bros.) and starring Caitlin Wachs 
(Commander In Chief, My Dog Skip, 
Inspector Gadget 2, etc.), the 45 minute 
traditional animation’s planned release date 
is Easter 2010. 

Producers have received promotional 
support from the Louisiana Conference, 
and seek to grow support for the book and 
film throughout the denomination. A por¬ 
tion of the book and DVD sales through 
United Methodist efforts will be donated to 
the church. 

Additionally, 4HG has optioned the 
screenplays based on Stephens’ books 
Anybody Love (University Edition) and 
God in Our Schools (using the screenplay 
title The Formula)) and will pursue pro¬ 
duction of these stories as traditional, live 
action movies. 

Both Anybody Love and God in Our 
Schools focus on the struggles surrounding 
integration in Louisiana in the mid 1900’s. 
Stephens’ second novel, God In Our 
Schools (AmericaHouse), is the story of 
the first black student to enroll in an all- 
white school in the segregated Louisiana 
school system in the 1960s. The story 
Stephens shares is from a first-hand 
account. He served as assistant principal at 
Westdale Junior High in Baton Rouge dur¬ 
ing integration. Stephens later retired as 
assistant state superintendent of education. 



Enjoy mission trips? 


Want to share that joy with 

others? Leave a legacy in your will 
to allow future generations to enjoy 
mission trips too. 

A bequest in your will: 

• is easy and inexpensive to prepare 

• gives your philanthropic spirit a 
voice 

• and provides for the future of your 
favorite mission. 


What legacy will you leave? 
Remember VIM in your will. 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- of Louisiana - 

"Where Faith aiul Mone> Come Together” 


For help in updating or preparing your will, 
contact us or go to our Web site. 

(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 






























W.T. Handy 
Luncheon 
June 10/Cost: $20 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Fred Allen 
National Director of 
Strengthening the Black 
Church for the 21st Century 
Initiative 

For tickets call (225) 747-2753 
or (225) 346-1646 
Deadline: May 31 




Warne Chapel / 4-5 



Casa de Ayuda / 7 



Mt. Sequoyah /12 
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LAVIM plans missions to aid Cambodian church 


A 19-member Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission medical team served over 1,000 
patients in Cambodia from Feb. 13-25, 
continuing the rich, ongoing relationship 
between the conference and this poverty 
stricken country. 

Rev. Ann Sutton, pastor of Asbury 


UMC Lafayette, led the LAVIM medical 
volunteers to the southeast Asian country. 
The team visited three villages in the 
Kampong Chhnang Province that had been 
served by LAVIM’s February 2008 team. 

“As our Cambodian friends would say, 
‘Praise the Lord!’ We’ve gone and 


returned. Thank you for your prayers and 
support. We were blessed with good travel, 
a great team, secure support in country, the 
hospitality of the local churches, and a gen¬ 
erous opportunity to be a part of God’s 
work in Cambodia,” wrote Sutton. 

See Cambodia, page 3 


Remembering Sheila 



School kit 



Family members and friends of 
deceased LAVIM volunteer Sheila 
Edwards assemble school kits at 
Sager Brown, left, during a work day 
in her memory. Above, Edwards is 
pictured far right at a previous work 
day at the UMCOR depot. 


Team volunteers at Sager Brown as memorial 


On April 29, a group of volunteers 
spent the day assembling health kits, 
flood buckets and school kits at Sager 
Brown, the UMCOR depot in Baldwin, 
La. 

This was no ordinary group. The 30- 
member two consisted of 17 family 
members, two LAVIM staff persons and 
11 employees of the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana. 

They were all there for the same rea¬ 
son—to remember their family member 
and friend, Sheila Edwards. 

Edwards was a long-time LAVIM 
volunteer who worked hard, had a big 
heart, and loved the mission of Sager 
Brown. Tragically, Edwards, at the age 
of 41, passed away in January of this 
year. 

Sheila made a tremendous impact on 
her co-workers at the Foundation office. 
“Sheila and I were more than just co¬ 


workers. We were good friends,” said 
Tracie Wharton, controller for the 
Foundation. “We had a lot in common. 
We both had young children; we were 
both CPAs; basically, we approached life 
in much the same way.” 

Most important to Wharton was the 
sincerity she saw in Edwards. “Sheila 
did a lot of things for a lot of people. She 
had compassion for the needs of others, 
and she always tried to make a differ¬ 
ence in the world. Lots of people have 
good ideals, but not everyone follows 
through on them. Sheila always did.” 

President/CEO of the Foundation Rob 
Fairly, who was among the volunteers 
participating in the Sager Brown event, 
had this to say about Edwards: “Sheila 
was important to us, and Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission was important to 
Sheila. She had planned to make this 
mission before her death, so her friends 


and family went to continue her legacy.” 

Fairly had high praise for Sheila’s 
contributions during her years with the 
Foundation. “She was instrumental in 
helping establish some of the accounting 
systems we currently use,” he explained. 

After Edwards left to help her hus¬ 
band Tony set up his medical practice, 
she accepted the invitation to join the 
Board of Directors for the Foundation. 
“She was an awesome board member, 
always meeting things head on. Sheila 
had a lot of class.” 

Tony Edwards, Sheila’s husband, was 
deeply moved by the events of the work 
day and the memorial service that was 
held in the afternoon. 

Lois Garrison, Shelia’s aunt, said, 
“This is a great tribute to my neice. This 
is the first time I’ve been to the depot. I 
didn’t know it existed.” 

See Edwards, page 11 
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On the Journey 

From Bud to Blossom 


I never cease to be mystified by the 
mesmerizing beauty of a magnolia 
blossom as it begins to transist from 
bud to blossom. That tightly wound 
ball of white petals is so beautiful. It 
is the epitome of the freshness and 
promise of spring and early summer. 

As I was traversing our neighbor¬ 
hood the other morning I encountered 
tree after tree that was burdened with 
these striking buds. Then, as I walked 
the same path a day later, the buds 
that had covered the trees were fully 
open in all their glory. To a child of 
the desert, such as I, this is an evolu¬ 
tion that always brings thankfulness to 
my heart as I celebrate this wonder of 
nature. 

These opening flowers are, in many 
ways, like the lives of people. There 
is that period of time when the hope 
for tomorrow is prominent, but the 
present moment is somewhat ques¬ 
tionable. We can see the promise in 
the bud, but what will the completed 
product look like? Every grandparent 
(and parent too) that I know thinks his 
or her newest progeny is beautiful. 

But to the unbiased eye there often is 
only the promise of beauty! There are 
the myriads of “wannabes” for every 
profession, but when all is said and 
done, it is only the select few who are 
privileged to enter into any given 
vocation. And there are the budding 
performers who are semi-good when 
they begin and then one day they turn 
out to be a Susan Boyles with a voice 
that surpasses everything even the 
harshest judge might expect. People 
also unfold like flowers and become 
more beautiful with time. God is con¬ 
stantly in the process of bringing 
everything to completion in God’s 
own way. 

It is in this light and from this belief 
that I am a believer in Volunteers In 
Mission. There are so many lives in 
the world that are just waiting for the 
opportunity to blossom. Their bud is 
just as promising as those anywhere. 
But sometimes their circumstances 
keep them from ever blossoming forth 
into their full potential. That’s where 
VIM comes into play. The missioners 
bring the hope and turn possibility 
into reality for those who can be 
exceptional if their circumstances will 
lend themselves in a positive way. 

Our Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission have changed the circum¬ 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


stances in which 
budding lives have 
been turned into 
beautiful blossoms 
all around the 
world. From India 
to Honduras; from 
Mexico to Russia; 
from South 
Louisiana to North 
Louisiana; from the 
flood ravaged Midwest to the poverty 
ravaged reservation; from sea to shin¬ 
ing sea and country to developing 
country LAVIM has been an agent of 
change and hope. 

If you have never gone on a LAVIM 
mission, then now is the time. Please 
read carefully the pages of this issue 
and learn all you can about this way 
of getting yourself involved in chang¬ 
ing the circumstances that hold other 
people of the world captive. Look at 
a mission that would be “calling your 
name” and do what you need to do to 
make yourself available to participate. 
Call the LAVIM office (225-346- 
1646) and ask what you can do to 
make a difference. There are budding 
lives across the globe that are yearn¬ 
ing for someone to care enough to 
come help with their binding circum¬ 
stances and set them free for their 
achievement of full blossom. 

I only wish I had gotten involved in 
“hands-on” mission work much earlier 
in my ministry. I think I could have 
made more of a difference in this 
world if I had done that. Don’t make 
that mistake for yourself. Now is the 
time for your involvement. 

My appreciation is extended to Rev. 
Larry Norman and his staff who make 
this avenue of service available to the 
people of the Louisiana Conference. 

It is a ministry of which we all should 
be very proud and in which we all 
should be significantly involved. It’s 
a part of the journey in faith that 
should include us all. 


In Christ’s love, 

fail 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop Hutchinson has commissioned a poster that will picture doors from 36 
La. Annual Conference churches, reflecting our breadth and diversity. The poster 
will be sold for $100 each, and the funds raised will be designated for new 
church starts. The poster will be availabe at Annual Conference in Kenner. 


Niequiest concert set for Annual Conference 


Aaron Niequiest will be featured at a 
free evening concert to be held June 9 dur¬ 
ing the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference 
at the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner, La. 

Niequiest, song and worship leader for 
the conference, will perform at 7 p.m. 

Designed as an outreach to metropolitan 


New Orleans and beyond for youth and 
young adults, the event will feature 
Niequiest and his band leading an evening 
of worship filled with popular “praise and 
worship” music. 

The event is being publicized through 
New Orleans media and area churches. 
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LAVIM volunteer Marvin 
Reimer is pictured examing a 
young Cambodian girl during 
a medical clinic staffed by a 
team from the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. The team 
traveled to Cambodia Feb. 13- 
25. The 19-member team, led 
by Rev. Ann Sutton, pastor of 
Asbury UMC in Lafayette, 
served over 1,000 
Cambodians. These impover¬ 
ished people are badly in 
need of even the most basic 
medical care. Children are 
shown waiting in line for their 
turn to be seen. 


Initiative meeting 



Cambodia, from page 1 

In addition to helping patients, the team 
had briefings with national and provincial 
health officials, and visited the provincial 
hospital in Kampong Chhanng. 

In December of 2008, the Cambodian 
youth held their first country-wide youth 
retreat. The retreat was for youth leaders 
in their local churches and included youth 
from all across Cambodia. A team from 
Louisiana was fortunate enough to be part 
of the experience. First United Methodist 
of Baton Rouge provided $12,000 in schol¬ 
arships that enabled the youth to attend. 

In late May 22-June 5, 2010, St. 

Timothy on the Northshore seniors will be 
a part of the second Cambodia Youth 
Retreat. Rev. Andy Hurst has teamed up 
with Dr. Jack O’Dell and St. Timothy 
member, Diane Reich, in an effort to make 
the retreat a reality. LAVIM hopes to send 
20 Louisiana youth to help facilitate the 
retreat, along with scholarship money for 
deserving Cambodian youth. 

GBGM missionaries Nicholas and 
Esther Gitoubi are integral in planning the 
event. These missionaries, who have a 
close relationship with the Louisiana 
Conference, will arrange for opportunities 
for the team to participate in ministry at the 
dumpsite ministry and at the orphanage 
supported by Cambodian Methodists. 

A medical team to be led by Beverly 
Dinnel is slated for Feb. 6-19, 2010, 
depending on flight schedules. The team 
will be serving in the Svay Rieng district, 
which is three hours southeast of Phnom 
Penh and three hours west of Ho Chi Minh 
City. It is considered the poorest area of 
Cambodia. Income is derived primarily 
from agriculture and fishing. The soil is 
poor and was heavily bombed during the 
Viet Nam war due to it’s proximity to Ho 
Chi Menh City. 

Archie Corder, a member of St. 
Matthews United Methodist Church in 
Metairie, will lead a mission in October of 
2010 to the Phnom Penh area. The mission 
is designed for United Methodist Men from 
the Louisiana Conference and a growing 
men’s ministry in Cambodia to meet and 


learn from each other. The Cambodian 
Mission is asking the Louisiana Annual 
Conference to help them leam more about 
organization and types of outreach ministry 
that can be begun in their country. Exact 
dates will be available in December of 
2009. 

Revs. Ann Sutton and Clifton Conrad 
will lead an educational mission to 
Cambodia in late October- early November 
of 2011. The mission will be designed 
around the book “Five Practices of 
Successful Congregations” and will feature 
interaction between our LAVIM volunteers 
and Cambodian church leadership as they 
seek to leam and initiative these practices 
in their congregations. 

GBGM Missionaries to visit 

Nicholas and Esther Gitobu will be vis¬ 
iting the United States this summer. Larry 
Norman, director of LAVIM, will meet 
with the Gitobus and all future mission 
leaders on Friday, July 17 beginning at 11 
a.m. at the Area Conference offices in 
Baton Rouge. 

Listed below is the Gitobu’s itinerary 
for their time in Louisiana. Churches 
marked with * have relationship with 
Gitobus. 

July 11-27, 2009 

Sunday, July 12 - Vivian UMC, 9:30 
and 10:50 a.m. 

Sunday, July 12 - Christ UMC, 
Shreveport, 6 p.m. 

Monday, July 13 - Grace UMC*, 
Ruston, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 14 - Love Chapel UMC*, 
Haughton, luncheon and evening VBS 

Wednesday, July 15 - First UMC, 
DeRidder, 6 p.m. 

Thursday, July 16 - St. Mark’s UMC, 
Opelousas 

Friday, July 17 - Asbury UMC*, 
Lafayette 

Saturday, July 18 - Northwood UMC, 
Lafayette 

Sunday, July 19 - Benton UMC, 8:30 
and 10:50 a.m. 

Sunday, July 19 - First UMC, Pineville 

See Cambodia, page 10 


New Orleans will be the site of the 2009 
Cambodia Initiative meeting, September 
17-19, 2009, hosted by St. Matthew’s 
UMC in Metairie. Rev. Ann Sutton and 
Doug Milliron serve as co-chairs of the 
Conference initiative and Sutton chairs the 
event. Additional information will be 
available soon regarding registration and 
special hotel rates. All those interested in 
or who have volunteered for LAVIM 


Cambodia teams are urged to attend. 
Churches who sponsor Cambodian mis¬ 
sionaries or Advance projects in the coun¬ 
try will want to be involved as well. Dr. 
Romy del Rosario, Cambodia Country 
Director, Irene Mpamtsa, CHAD Director, 
and Clara Biswas, orphanage and dump 
ministry, are slated to attend. Watch the 
LANOW for updates. 



Larry Norman, Director of LAVIM, and James Gillespie of Broadmoor UMC in 
Shreverport attended the annual Russian Initiative Convocation in San Diego in 
March. Pictured with James and Larry is Alexander “Shasha” Kotsuba. Shasha, 
center, is the 29 year old son of Olga Kotsuba who serves as the pastor of 
Ekaterinburg FUMC in Ekaterinburg, Russia which has been a mission partner of 
the Louisiana Conference since its beginning. Olga also serves as the DS of the 
Ural Region of the Russian UMC. Shasha attended the Initiative conference as 
part of a featured young adult delegation demonstrating the outstanding work of 
young adults in today’s Russian church. The next Russian Initiative Consultation 
will be in Oklahoma City, OK April 7-9, 2011. 


Snelling receives award for 
service to the Church in Russia 


The Rev. Dr. Clarence Snelling, a 
retired clergy member of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church and a professor emeritus 
of Iliff School of Theology, Denver, has 
been honored for his contributions to the 
founding of the United Methodist 
Theological Seminary in Moscow, Russia. 
He received a special citation of apprecia¬ 
tion from the General Board of Global 
Ministries at a consultation of the Russian 
Mission Initiative, meeting in San Diego in 
early March. 

Dr. Snelling was the first, or ’’founding,” 
professor at the Moscow seminary, which 
today has 48 students in residential and 
extension courses of study. The United 
Methodist Church in Russia has 116 con¬ 
gregations, all with indigenous leadership. 

The retired professor has an internation¬ 
al reputation in Christian higher education 
and has significant ecumenical and inter¬ 


religious credentials. He was once the dean 
of Kenya Methodist University and a chap¬ 
lain at Tulane. 

In an interview, he said he was extreme¬ 
ly pleased that the 14th consultation of the 
Russia Initiative had an emphasis on youth 
and young adults. He was especially 
pleased that young people in the Russian 
Methodist Church are being listened to. 
Fourteen students and young professionals 
from Russia and Ukraine brought a spirit 
of newness and a sense of continuity to the 
2009 Russia Initiative Consultation, March 
5-7. 

The initiative was organized shortly 
after the fall of the Soviet Union and paved 
the way for the reintroduction of 
Methodism into Russia and surrounding 
areas. The church, celebrating a centennia, 
existed in far eastern Russia and around St. 
Petersburg prior to the Russian Revolution 
in the early 20th century. 
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From the Director of LAVIM 

Passing over and conning back 

In John Dunne’s landmark book, The Way of all the Earth: Experiments in Truth 
and Religion, the author talks of “boundary-breaking ministry” in twin themes; the 
passing over and the coming back. Anthony Gittins in Ministry at the Margins says, 
“The passing over and the coming back are the greatest religious adventure of our 
time.” 

Our time is truly remarkable! There is something unique about this present moment 
that is conducive to religious adventure. St. Paul said it in II Corinthians: “Now is the 
favorable time; this is the day of salvation.” We can be on another continent in a few 
hours and virtually anywhere on earth in a matter of days. 

Passing over to distant places evokes many parallels for our life. For some it is 
strongly linked to Passover, calls to mind its mixture of gratitude and hope. One also is 
reminded of its use as a verb: to disregard or fail to notice. We “pass over” uncom¬ 
fortable experiences and refuse to dwell on them. But “pass over” also has for the 
Christian an element of death and dying in each boundary-breaking transition and 
every movement between worlds. Passing over is critical and formative in our lives of 
faith. 

Adventure is an exciting word, and unique; there are no true synonyms but pilgrim¬ 
age is often used interchangeably. When one goes on a trip you are aware of where 
you are and if you are on its beginning, middle or end. By its nature, on a pilgrimage, 
a mission, you may not know how far remains to travel but you do anticipate an end 
point. You do not take an adventure, you are taken on an adventure. In the course of 
an adventure you cannot say whether it is half over or when it will end. An adventure 
is associated with risk and uncertainly in a way that other journeys are not. 

Whoever hears a call from God and responds to it is thereby commissioned: sent 
on the adventure of a lifetime. This is one of the meanings of mission. 

Faithful persons on a mission, as they do in most all walks of life, experience an 
encounter with the transcendent, the Other, God. Christian mission is not merely an 
experience requiring a passing over, geographical or ontological. It depends upon its 
completeness on a coming back. That coming back is more than a simple return but 
requires a reengagement with the world and the people we left behind. But missioners, 
other people, and the world itself will have changed in the interim. The two are book- 
ends, passing over and coming back; between them the sage of adventure finds its 
place and context. Coming back can be a challenge as often we do not expect it to be a 
challenge, but more often it can be positive and creative with preparation and careful 
forethought. For those who return, for those whom they encounter upon their return 
and the continuation of mission itself as we consider the possibilities of mission in our 
own land. In this world every city is multicultural and every neighborhood is sur¬ 
rounded by invisible barriers separating prosperity from poverty. Christian mission is 
not just for international travelers but for everyone whose life is affected by chapter 25 
of Matthew’s gospel and by the plight of a hungry, thirsty, sick imprisoned or aban¬ 
doned brother or sister. Larry D. Norman, LAVIM Director 



Larry Norman, Director of LAVIM is shown with his two “sons” at the Warne 
Baby Fold in India. Larry presided at David Eric’s wedding on December 29. 
Moses is two and a half and has a few years to go before there is another wed¬ 
ding. 



Funds are being raised to pay for a stained glass window gracing the Warne Baby 
Fold Chapel in Bareilly, India which will be dedicated in the honor of Pratibha 
Richards, Lillian Wallace, and Carlos and Saroj Welch. The stained glass window 
shows children wearing backpacks with the name ‘LAVIM’ printed on them. 

Funds sought for chapel window 


Construction on the LAVIM Warne 
Baby Fold building project in India, a proj¬ 
ect of a number of LAVIM teams, is now 
completed. A recent letter from Pratibha 
Richards, Director of the Wame Baby Fold, 
indicated that the tiling and painting of the 
of the children’s dormitories and corridors 
was recently finished. 

Pratibha added that 14 of the older chil¬ 
dren in the orphanage have either finished 
their board exams or will be finishing very 
soon. Those children who have finished 
their exams have started coming back. 
Three of the girls have finished class XII 
exams and plan to obtain professional 
training. Two of them plan to go into nurs¬ 
ing and the third student will sit for CPMT 
exams this year. 

“There is no doubt the Wame Baby 
Fold family is very proud of our building 
and the facilities which God has provided 
us,” wrote Pratibha. 

A special stained glass window gracing 
the chapel will be dedicated in the honor of 
Pratibha Richards, Lillian Wallace, and 
Carlos and Saroj Welch. “These four saints 
have empowered the LAVIM in their work 


at the Baby Fold and have made the vision 
of a Baby Fold chapel a reality,” said 
LAVIM volunteer LeRoy Clavenna. 

The 4 x 6 ft. stained glass window for 
the chapel was designed and constmcted 
by an artist in Delhi. “The stained glass 
window is quite impressive and overlooks 
the courtyard. Because of timing, the 
stained glass window was purchased with 
general funds. However, a number of us 
would like the window to come from 
LAVIM team members in honor of 
Pratibha, Lillian, and the Welches,” added 
Clavenna. 

Approximately $3,000 would be needed 
to pay for the window. The general funds 
originally used for the purchase of the win¬ 
dow would be returned to the basic con¬ 
struction of the chapel. 

For those interested in contributing, 
please send donatios to the LAVIM office 
and make out your check to the “Louisiana 
Annual Conference,” directing the gift to 
the Chapel Stained Glass Window, Fund 
No. 09-117. Send checks to: Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission, 527 North 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 
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Chapel for Warne Baby Fold in Bareilly, India is completed 


BY JOYCE CLAVENNA 

This past February I returned to 
Bareilly, India to participate in a third mis¬ 
sion with LAVIM. Each time I have been 
to India, I say this is my last mission. Then 
I hear myself saying, “Next time I will go 
here (somewhere else) and do this!” 

So, what draws me to return? 

Truthfully, I believe it is due to my desire 
to follow Jesus Christ, hearing his mandate 
to go out. 

The chapel at Warne Baby Fold is a 
dream come true for Pratibha Richards, 
director of the Wame Baby Fold; Lillian 
Wallace, retired GBGM missionary who 
continues to live in India; and Carlos and 
Sarojina Welch, returned GBGM mission¬ 
aries to India and members of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference and St. 
John’s UMC in Baton Rouge. Without any 
one of these four individuals, the chapel 
would still be only a vision, and not a reali¬ 
ty. 

Pratibha shared with LAVIM volunteers 
that in the early 1990s, she was prodded by 
her bishop to “think big.” She revamped 
her initial vision for the orphanage from 
minor improvements to designing a new 
complex which included a chapel over the 
dining hall. Although most of the complex 
was built over the 10 years that followed, 
Finding for the chapel did not materialize. 
Pratibha gave up hope of the chapel 
becoming a reality during her appointment 
as director. 

However, God had a plan. The Lord 
sent Carlos and Saroj Welch. They saw the 
need for the chapel, and they began plant¬ 
ing seeds everywhere they went. The ener¬ 
gy source was already available in the per¬ 
son of Lillian Wallace. Add to that the 
enthusiastic and faith-filled team members 
with Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
(LAVIM). And because of the generous 
gifts of Louisiana United Methodists, 
Sunday school classes, churches and 
UMW’s you now have a dream come true! 

My husband LeRoy and I, like so many 
others who have known Carlos and Saroj, 
were called to follow Carlos and Saroj 
knowing they were God’s instruments here 
on Earth. The first year we joined the team 
led by Larry Norman, director of LAVIM. 
We helped to cement the courtyard at the 
Wame Baby Fold orphanage. All of us 


went home with more shapely and stronger 
arms after passing over 7,000 pans of 
cement—what an uplifting experience! 
During that mission we realized the need 
for a chapel, and we set a two-year goal. In 
my mind I thought, “I’ll come back when I 
can be a part of helping to build the 
chapel.” However, God had other plans for 
both LeRoy and me. 

LeRoy signed up to go on the next mis¬ 
sion to India, but I did not. Much to our 
surprise, when the original team leader was 
unable to lead this mission, Larry asked 
LeRoy to be the team leader. After prayer, 
LeRoy accepted this position and once 
again, I felt God nudging me to follow. 
During the 2008 mission, the drive to make 
the next mission a chapel mission became 
a priority. 

Upon returning home, Saroj continued 
to gently guide us in fundraising events, 
her open heart and hands attracting gifts for 
building the chapel. Lillian applied for 
grants, and appealed to various church 
groups. UMW units, Sunday Schools, and 
many individuals and other groups con¬ 
tributed after learning of the chapel plans. 

What a joy to be back at Wame Baby 
Fold, to see the children playing on the 
courtyard, to hear them singing, and to see 
the outline of the chapel. The beautiful 
stained glass window has been installed 
overlooking the courtyard where the chil¬ 
dren play 

Opposite the stained glass window, on 
the wall at the front of the chapel, the 
workmen installed tile and the outline of a 
large cross—an empty space waiting for 
the Indian marble. This will be the visual 
focal point during worship. The construc¬ 
tion of the chapel inspired all of us. 

While there, we were able to visit with 
many of the children. Their eyes were 
gleaming with delight as they would tap 
one of us and point to the chapel or lead us 
to the constmction site.Yes, a dream, a 
vision becoming a reality. 

Now that we are back in the United 
States, Lillian keeps volunteers posted on 
the progress. Much work has been com¬ 
pleted, but we still need additional funds 
for pews and furnishings. Just as God has 
provided in the past, I am confident that 
this too will become a reality. 





Children from the Warne Baby Fold orphanage in Bareilly, India are pictured in 
front of the recently completed chapel that features a locally commissioned 
stained glass window. The chapel has been a favorite project of recent LAVIM 
teams. Children are pictured, left, at a program held at the orphanage. 
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The Mexico-Louisiana Connection 
News, updates and stories from 
our friends “South of the Border” 




First UMC - Laplace serves in Matamoros 


First United Methodist Church, LaPlace 
led its third LAVIM mission to Mexico 
from April 23-26. The group stayed at the 
El Buen Pastor Methodist Church in 
Matamoros, Mex. The team continued the 
building process of another Methodist 
church (Casa-Communion Y Benedicion) 
which is located on the outskirts of 
Matamoros. 

Volunteers were able to complete a con¬ 
crete floor for one of the class rooms and 
prepared the roof to have concrete poured 
soon. Some of the group had the opportu¬ 
nity to worship with the congregation at El 
Buen Pastor for it’s Friday evening prayer 
service, while others held a VBS for the 


children of the church. The group ate din¬ 
ner with Pastor Roberto Gomez, who is not 
only the District Superintendent for the 
Matamoros area, but is also the pastor of 
the church in which they did construction 
work. Although the church building is not 
completed, the congregation of about 60- 
100 people worship there weekly. “At no 
time did we fear for our safety. In fact, we 
had two youth as a part of our group, (my 
own children), and I never felt that they 
were at risk. The Mexican Methodist 
church is growing rapidly. Please consider 
this mission opportunity for your church,” 
said Mark Bray, pastor of First UMC, 
LaPlace. 


A Letter from Mexico VIM 

The Eastern Conference of the Methodist Church 

The news about the violence in Mexico due to the war between drug cartels 
appears to have made it big in the U.S. news. Some teams decided to cancel, though 
very few from LAVIM. 

In Reynosa, the shooting that happened on Feb. 17 has had a big impact on the 
teams coming for their Spring break; seven teams cancelled their visit. What is inter¬ 
esting to me is that the teams from Louisiana that have come down to Reynosa sever¬ 
al times, driving their vehicles, did not cancel. I think they realize there is violence 
and risks anywhere, and of course they checked with me before coming. 

Mexico VIM feels responsible for your safety while you’re doing God’s work with 
us in our area. I ask that you read the letter that Bishop Raul Garcia sent in response 
to the inquiries about the violence printed in the green box on this page. Please know 
that your safety is our utmost concern as you come to help us on this side of the bor¬ 
der. No LAVIM teams have felt threatened and most see their work here as business 
as usual. Teams scheduled to Tampico, Victoria and Monterrey/Saltillo should consid¬ 
er these cities as even less of a concern. Mexico VIM is alive and well despite the 
concerns along the border. We so appreciate and value the efforts teams go through to 
come to our country and we are ready advise them regarding the safety of their visit. 
Please feel free to contact me for any inquiries about this at 
wberman@prodigy.net.mx 

The remodeling and upgrading to a hospital level at Clinica Betania, the Methodist 
Clinic in downtown Reynosa, are slowly progressing. We are still looking for medical 
equipment to be donated and, of course, monetary donations. It is hoped that by early 
next year, VIM medical teams will be able to perform minor surgeries at the hospital. 
Please remember that any donation should go through your LAVIM office. Several 
donations of X-ray machines and other equipment sorely needed to update our surgery 
suite have already arrived from Louisiana team sources. We very much appreciate 
your concern and devotion to our ministries! 

We look forward to building a new school in Reynosa that will house our current 
downtown school in a few years. The plans are to start by the fall of this year. 

Last year, one year after my commissioning from GBGM as a missionary, I was 
able to participate in a Latin America VIM-UMCOR leaders gathering in Mexico 
City. I had the pleasure of team teaching the “Hosting and Sending” portion of the 
event with Jeremy Basset of OKVIM. Of course, I instructed the hosting seminars. 

We were able to meet and learn from each other and glorify God for the work of the 
volunteer teams. This was the first event of this kind hosted by GBGM UMVIM 
Mission Volunteers and UMCOR. Our hope is to foster greater cooperation between 
these two organizations as the United Methodist Church responds to the needs gener¬ 
ated by future disasters in the Caribbean and Central and South America. LAVIM has 
and continues to be a big part of this response and was represented by your director, 
Larry Norman, at the consultation. Thank, LAVIM, for being part of the growing 
churches in Latin America. 

As I write these lines, Bishop Garcia is looking for ways to send and support a 
Mexican missionary to a country in Latin America, probably to El Salvador. We also 
continue to organize to send teams and individuals to Louisiana to support your disas¬ 
ter response efforts in New Orleans and Lake Charles. Our church is growing and 
looking beyond our borders, praise the Lord! 

Thanks again to the Louisiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church for all your support to our area in Mexico. 

Willie Berman, GBGM Missionary 

Eastern Conference VIM Coordinator for the Methodist Church of Mexico 



Willie Berman, GBGM missionary and Eastern Conference VIM Coordinator 
for the Methodist Church of Mexico, is pictured with family members Alex, 
Marla and Veronica. 
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Immigrants, deportees and the homeless are served three hot meals a day and 
given shelter at Casa de Ayuda. This center is in Reynosa, Mexico and looks 
down at the Rio Grande River, less than 10 miles from McAllen, Tex. There are 
approximately 85 men, women and children who find shelter, food and the love of 
God through their neighbors. Such help centers are a priority of the Methodist 
Border Mission Network. It is their hope that such models will be developed 
throughout Mexico. 


Help center aids immigrants 


BY SUSAN HELLUMS, BORDER AREA 

Mission Coordinator, of the Methodist 
Border Friendship Commission 

Casa Ayuda de Deportados y Indigentes 
sits on the banks of the Mexican side of the 
Rio Grande River in the city of Reynosa, 
directly across from Hidalgo, 

Texas.. .almost 10 miles south of McAllen. 

Hector Joaquin Silva serves as director 
for the facility. Today, on our visit, Hector 
pulls up a chair for us to sit and visit, under 
the shelter of the newly built roof that will 
be used for worship for those who come to 
this “House of Help.” 

As any other day, there are mostly men 
around, some women and children, too. 
Most of the women are at another building 
a couple of blocks away. Hector explains 
that there are 35 that live on the grounds 
and another 40-50 that move through each 
day. They come for the shelter of a roof 
over their head, a blanket — if there are 
any, a change of clothes, and a hot meal, 
and to hear the Word of the Lord. 

As I look north, I notice that the wall 
they had started last week on the north end 
of the property, not 10 yards from the river, 
was in a more completed stage. When 
Hector was asked about the wall, he 
explained that it was being built as a state¬ 
ment to the people who come to the center 
for shelter, that swimming the river was 
dangerous. The wall also serves as a state¬ 
ment to the officials of the city of Reynosa 
and those visiting from the USA that the 
presence of the center is to be a shelter, to 
show and preach God’s love for each who 
is present. The obvious dangers of swim¬ 
ming the river are posted around the 
grounds, including a sign outside, on the 
street, “Beware of Alligators.” Hector’s 
message that he shares with the people 
who come to the Center is: “God has 
something better for you here (Mexico). 


Give your life to the Lord and God can 
change it here (Mexico).” 

This is a non-denominational center, not 
formally supported or sponsored. 

Donations of food, blankets, and other sup¬ 
plies come from various churches and indi¬ 
viduals. The establishment of such “Help 
Centers” is supported and/or sponsored by 
the Methodist Church of Mexico. 

Immigration and migration is not only a 
concern for people in the United States. 
Such issues also are a concern for people in 
Mexico, as people stream across their 
southern borders in search of a better life. 
Some other troublesome facts that affect 
many of these people is the presence of 
human “coyotes” that prey on those wish¬ 
ing to come to the U.S. They pay these 
unscrupulous “coyotes” exorbitant prices to 
get them across and to a location in the 
U.S. Instead, the immigrants find them¬ 
selves in the clutches of kidnappers for 
months, while their families back home are 
asked for ransoms. Many are abused, 
raped, or killed. If they are fortunate 
enough to be released or escape, they may 
find themselves in such a shelter. 

Both Willie Berman, GBGM 
Missionary in Reynosa, Mexico, and Susan 
Heliums, Border Area Mission Coordinator 
of the Methodist Border Friendship 
Commission, will be looking for ways to 
organize Mexican Methodist and United 
Methodist churches to furnish Bibles, 
music and possibly a meal at this shelter. 
Periodically, UMVIM medical and con¬ 
struction Teams coming to Reynosa have 
and will be asked to serve in this ministry 
on their visit. We have also received 
UMCOR blankets and health kits for those 
being cared for at this ministry. 



Dear friends, 

I write just a few words to you to greet you 
in the name of Christ our Lord. 

In the last weeks, our government has made 
a much more decisive campaign against 
drug cartels in our country. These actions, 
as expected, have provoked a violent reac¬ 
tion from the side of drug dealers. This, in 
turn, being publicized by the media, makes 
people in the U.S. to think that it is wholly 
insecure being in Mexico. The truth is that 
our government is working hard to keep our 
country clean of this evil and it is impossi¬ 
ble to avoid the clashing of forces. 
Nevertheless, the general atmosphere in 
society is at calm. In spite of the financial 
crisis which permeates in the globe, our industry, commerce, tourism, and other areas 
of development keep operating as usual. 

We have never had a single problem with one of the visiting teams. Scheduled 
activities are done in such a way that we take no chances for risk; the travel routes are 
totally safe. Nationals are always with every team. We instruct teams to stay together 
and we provide directions that make their visit most pleasant for all and fruitful for 
God’s kingdom. Incidents in our midst are in average just as incidents in any other 
place. 

We trust that you will continue to support the ministries you have considered. Our 
people and churches are open to receive you even in their homes. Our partnership is 
one of God’s means to continue to heal both the Church and the world. 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you.” 

Raul Garcia de Ochoa 

Bishop, Eastern Conference, Methodist Church of Mexico 


A word about the H1N1 Swine Origin Influenza 

Much has changed since those early hours of concern and caution when swine flu 
struck Mexico, the United States, and other parts of the world. At this time LAVIM has 
resumed Mexican missions along the border and elsewhere in Mexico. Teams may 
now continue their plans for travel and service with our friends beyond our southern 
border or contact the LAVIM office for new or alternate mission dates. Caution was 
certainly appropriate in those early days, but I am also appreciative of those teams 
which were determined to go and offer medical help at a time when Mexico needed 
our care the most. The call to prayer issued by Bishop Garcia in an early declaration 
and postponement of teams has certainly been answered: “Let us continue to pray and 
attend the disposition that may contribute to better face this situation. The grace of the 
Lord is with us all!” 

Larry D. Norman 
Director, LAVIM 


Mexico VIM Coordinator addresses issue of safety for mission teams 

Most of you are aware of, and possibly concerned about, the increased violence that 
has been reported in many cities in Mexico. The latest reports from the Reynosa area 
are due to the Mexican government fighting drug cartels. I would like to say a few 
things for your consideration. 

The Methodist Church of Mexico is very aware of this situation and has declared 
Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, (across from El Paso, Tex.) a very risky place for mission 
teams to visit at this time. Although there has been an increase of acts of violence in 
other cities, they are described as “sporadic events.” 

In the event that the Church of Mexico feels that there is not enough safety for a 
team to visit any of our cities, we will ask the team to cancel their visit, or if they are 
already in Mexico, we will assist them in returning to the United States immediately. 

We continue to stress to teams about watching the standard practices to promote 
safety. Volunteers are to stay in the compound where the team is being housed at 
nights, unless the host takes them to another safe area for a church service, a night at a 
restaurant, etc. Do not go for a walk alone or without asking the host if it would be 
safe. 

We appreciate and value the tremendous efforts teams go through to come to our 
country, so we want to give the best advice about keeping you safe! 

Please feel free to contact me for any inquiries about this at 
wberman@prodigy.net.mx 

Sincerely, 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman, GBGM Missionary 

Eastern Conference VIM Coordinator for the Methodist Church of Mexico 
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LAVIM teams build relationships and buildings in Tampico, Mexico 


BY JOHN BERGSTEDT 

As I sit at my computer on the afternoon 
of Resurrection Sunday, my thoughts return 
to The Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection (Iglesia Metodista de Mexico 
La Resurrecion) in Tampico, Mex. On 
March 21, 2009 a LAVIM team of 11 
members from First United Methodist 
Church, Lake Charles led by Ed Neeley 
returned to Tampico for a third year with 
this wonderful congregation. 

Four members of the team were third 
year missioners, five were second year and 
two were making their first mission. In 
addition to our three earlier missions to 
Tampico, members of the congregation 
from Mexico came to Lake Charles in 
2007 to share with us in worship and to 
work on Hurricane Rita- damaged proper¬ 
ties through the Louisiana United 
Methodist Disaster Response ministry. The 
church’s lay leader and his wife came in 
the fall of 2008 to share their story and 
appreciation with our congregation. They 
plan to visit Lake Charles again in August 
2009. 

In our first mission in 2007, the team 
cleared land and built forms for the pouring 
of footings for a new two-story structure, 
the bottom floor of which will be a 
Fellowship Hall and meetings area. The 


upper floor will serve as a parsonage. We 
also installed a hot water heater and ran hot 
water for the first time to the showers. 

On our second mission, we built walls 
on the second floor. The team held sewing 
classes and made banners for the sanctuary. 

In 2009, the team continued the hot 
water piping to the second bathroom, sifted 
sand and hauled it upstairs by rope bucket 
where it was mixed with concrete to form 
the stucco which was applied to the parson¬ 
age walls. Two of the team members work¬ 
ing in carpentry constructed a cabinet for 
the sanctuary to secure musical instruments 
and electrical equipment. The electrical 
crew ran wire for all fixtures, receptacles 
and switches on the second floor, ran wire 
to the front of the property and connected 
to the city service. As soon as the stucco on 
the walls has been completed, all of the fix¬ 
tures, receptacles and switches can be 
installed. 

Despite the fact that neither floor has 
windows or doors, the church is already 
using the first floor for Sunday school 
classes, the youth program, meals and other 
church functions. 

It was such a joy to us that the pastor, 
his wife and members of the congregation 
worked with the team every day. Members 
of the church came in each day and cooked 


wonderful food for the team, each one 
preparing their own specialty. 

Worship is always a highlight of our 
missions to Tampico. We were able to 
attend Sunday services the morning after 
our arrival and special services the last 
night with a gift exchange, Holy 
Communion, and prayers for safe travel. 
The service was followed by a typical 
Methodist pot luck dinner (fried chicken, 
no less). 

On our day off, eight members of the 
church took us into the citrus-growing area 
of central Mexico with stops at a roadside 
market owned and operated by the family 
of one of the church members and a visit to 
El Taj in, a recently-opened archeological 
park consists of 41 pyramids. 

For the Tampico mission, construction 
funds were contributed by the team mem¬ 
bers as part of the fee structure. The team 
secured tools and brought money to pur¬ 
chase plumbing supplies and to rent a jack 
hammer and earth-compacting equipment. 
In 2008, First UMC, Lake Charles provid¬ 
ed $5,000 in construction funding which 
allowed the team to secure matching funds 
from a grant provided by the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana. 

Two church families have recently con¬ 
tributed over $4,500. These funds were 


augmented by additional church contribu¬ 
tions and another matching grant. This 
allowed the church to pour the roof on the 
top floor as well as purchase electrical sup¬ 
plies and stucco materials used in the mis¬ 
sion this year. 

The Church of the Resurrection in 
Tampico has witnessed an increase in the 
congregation of over 25 percent. It now 
sponsors and supports a mission house 
church in another part of the city led by a 
lay pastor who is also a member of the par¬ 
ent church. Pastor Andreas Contreras, in 
addition to being the senior minister at the 
church, has now been confirmed as the 
District Superintendent. He holds weekly 
Bible studies and pastoral guidance ses¬ 
sions with his preachers, many of whom 
are lay pastors. 

The next goal of the church is to have 
Pastor Contreras, his wife and children and 
co-pastor Griselda in the parsonage by this 
Christmas. They have occupied a small 
apartment carved out of two Sunday school 
rooms in the church building since their 
appointment to that church five years ago. 

It is a most humbling experience to feel 
that God has led us to be a small part of 
His work in that church community. As the 
motto reads, “You Can Make a Christian 
Difference.” 


Monterrey mission planned for July 

A LAVIM mission to Monterrey, Mexico is slated for July 22-26, 2009 to host 
Vacation Bible School. The second year for this mission, the team plans to have two 
VBS sessions on Thursday at different church sites, repeating that plan on Friday. On 
Saturday, the group will host a morning session at still another location, with the 
afternoon reserved for rest, reflection, shopping, and treating local hosts to dinner. 

Sunday morning the team plans to worship at a local Mexican church before driv¬ 
ing back to McAllen, Tex. for the return flight home. The VBS theme for this year’s 
mission is “A Walk Though the Bible. Volunteers will have stations for story telling, 
crafts, face painting, games, snacks and devotionals. The team, led by Archie Corder, 
will consist of 12-15 LAVIM volunteers. 

“Last year, we used this same format and worked with approximately 400 chil¬ 
dren. We left our hearts in Mexico with these beautiful children. I encourage every¬ 
one to consider volunteering for this mission,” said Corder. 

For more information about the mission, contact the LAVIM office at (225) 346- 
1646. 
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REYNOSA. 

CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 

VALLE HERMOSO 

Dates 

Team Leader 

June 4-7 

Available 

June 10-14 

Available 

June 18-21 

Dale Smith/Dale 


Adams 

June 25-28 

Available 

July 8-12 

Archie Corder 

September 3-6 

Kathy Wells 

September 17-20 

Available 

September 24-27 

Dennis Bouck 

October 1-4 

Asbury UMC - 


Lafayette 

October 8-11 

Tom Dungan 

October 15-18 

Available 

October 29- 

Mark Martin 

November 1 


November 5-8 

Pam Perry 

November 12-15 

Mike McLaurin 

November 19-22 

Joel Kees 

November 26-29 

Available 

December 3-6 

Darlene Guillot 

Dates 

Team Leader 

January 6-10 

Jodi Adams 

February 4-7 

Available 

February 18-21 

Beth Bowers 

March 4-7 

Tom Dungan 

March 18-21 

Jill Brandao 

April 8-11 

Don <& Candy Olsen 

April 15-18 

Lakeview UMC - 


Shreveport 

April 22-25 

FUMC Pineville 

April 29 - May 2 

Jim Maker 

May 6-9 

Ann Sutton 

May 13-16 

Available 

May 20-23 

Available 

May 26-30 

Heidi Schindler 

June 3-6 

Joel Kees 

June 16-20 

Benton UMC 

July 1-4 

Kathy Powers 

July 8-12 

Archie Corder 

July 30 - 

Available 

August 1 


September 2-5 

Available 

September 9-12 

Available 

September 23-26 

Dennis Bouck 

September 30 - 

Stephen Fife 

October 3 


October 7-10 

Available 

October 14-17 

Glenn Cambre 

October 21-24 

Available 

October 28-31 

Tom Dungan 

November 4-7 

Available 

November 18-21 

Rodney <& Cindy 


Frisard 

December 2-5 

Darlene Guillot 




INTERNATIONAL LOCATION TEAAA LEA PER TASK 


Honduras 




June 19-26 

Mexico 

Danli Area 

Gloria Robinson/Vicki Sydboten 

Construction 

July21-26 

Russia 

Vera Cruz 

Oscar Ramos 

Evangelism / Medical 

June 9-20 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Education 

bee. 27 - Jan. 5 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Education 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

June 6-14 

Haines 

Allen Tuten 

Construction/Repair 

June 13-22 

Arkansas 

Douglas 

Jim McHodgkins 

Construction/Repair 

October 14-18 

Mississippi 

Mount Sequoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

Laura Vaughan 

Centenary College 

Landscape/Repair 

July 12-17 

New Mexico 

Choctaw UM 
Mission/Philadelphi 

Maritza Bannon/Dan Parker 

a 

Construction/VBS 

Oct. 31-Nov. 7 

Texas 

Casa Esperanza/ 
Albuquerque 

Tim Lawson 

Construction/Repair 

July 8-12 

Christian Alliance/ 
Houston 

Dawn Young 

Family Mission 

INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

February 6-19 

Phnom Penh 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

May 22-June 5 

Phnom Penh 

Andy Durbin/Jack O' Dell 

Construction 

October 

Cuba 

Phnom Penh 

Archie Corder 

UMM Mission 

October 15-25 

Honduras 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

June 19-26 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC/Lafayette 

Construction 

February 

Faridpur 

Dennis Bouck/St Paul’s School 

Construction 

March 

Russia 

Faridpur 

Larry Norman 

Medical 

Clara Swain Clinic 

June 8-19 

South Africa 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Edu. 

June 11 - July 1 

Johannesburg 

Angela Bulhof 

McNeese Wesley Foundation 

Construction 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

June 

Arkansas 

Nome 

Allen Tuten 

Construction 

April 5-9 

Mount Sequoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

TBA 

Repair - SCJ 

UMVIM Work Week 

INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

October/November 

Honduras 

Phnom Penh 

Ann Sutton/Clifton Conrad 

Education 

June 18-25 

Danli Area Asbury UMC/Lafayette Construction 

An expanded listing of LAVIM teams will be 
published in the December 2009 edition of the LANOW. 
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Augie Aamodt Award winners announced 


Sheila Edwards along with Sarojini and 
Carlos Welch are the 2009 recipients of the 
Augie Aamodt Award given by Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission (LAVIM). Edwards 
receives the award posthumously. 

The recognition is given annually and 
goes to LAVIM volunteers that exhibit 
extraordinary leadership in mission; who 
are responsible for recruiting and enabling 
new leadership; and who give of them¬ 
selves and engage others in ministry with 
the poor and underserved in our country 
and internationally. 

The award is named for Augie Aamodt 
(deceased), a former pastor in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference who led 
thousands of volunteers in over 200 mis¬ 
sions during his years of service. 

Sheila Edwards was instrumental in 
helping LAVIM establish its financial prac¬ 
tices and helped in setting up its bookkeep¬ 
ing and office system. She and Rob Fairly, 
President/CEO of the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana, have been con¬ 
stant in providing advice and assistance in 
keeping LAVIM consistent and appropriate 
in its financial outlook and policies. 

“It is with great sadness and great joy 
that we recognize Sheila Edwards for her 
contributions to mission. Her death is a 
great loss. I hope that the grief of Tony 
(Sheila’s husband) and the boys will be 
lightened as they hear again how loved and 
inspirational her service and faith has been 
to so many and to LAVIM. Thirty-nine 
people were inspired to be part of a recent 
memorial mission to Sager Brown to honor 
and remember her mission work. She truly 
has made her mark in Louisiana mission as 
did Augie Aamodt and others. I hope that 
her family will receive this award for her 
posthumously with great satisfaction,” said 

Cambodia, from page 3 
Monday, July 20 - The Well 
UMC*,Pontchatula 

Tuesday, July 21 - St. Andrews 
UMC*,Baton Rouge 

Wednesday, July 22 - University 
UMC*, Lake Charles, 5 p.m. 

Thursday, July 23 - Pearl River UMC*, 


Larry Norman, Director of LAVIM. 

Carlos Welch is originally from 
Louisiana. After college, he went to semi¬ 
nary at Garrett Evangelical in 1950, located 
on the campus of Northwestern University 
in Evanston, Ill. Saroj is from India, and 
came to the States in 1949 for graduate 
school at Northwestern. 

The couple met in Illinois, and ultimate¬ 
ly married in India in 1955. Serving as 
GBGM missionaries to the country, the 
two have developed curricula and taught in 
theological, arts and science, and medical 
colleges; founded four counseling centers 
where they have developed programs of 
service, clinical training and research; and 
have worked closely with the Wame Baby 
Fold and Clara Swain Hospital in Barreily. 

The couple has retired to Baton Rouge, 
La., but still remains devoted to mission in 
India. 

“There are many people who make our 
mission work possible in LAVIM. Without 
a doubt, Sarojini and Carlos are the grace 
that makes our mission connection to India, 
Clara Swain Hospital and the Wame Baby 
Fold. I was asked to consider teams to 
India by Dr. Cherian Thomas of GBGM 
several years ago. As soon as Carlos and 
Sarojini came on board we were off. They 
have traveled with all six of our teams and 
are irreplaceable in their instmction on cul¬ 
tural sensitivity, language and 
custom. They have a heart for India and the 
people of India have a heart for them. Our 
volunteer work in India is outstanding 
because we work with these two outstand¬ 
ing witnesses of God’s grace alive in this 
world,” said Norman. 

The awards will be given to the recipi¬ 
ents in their respective local churches. 


7:00 p.m. 

Friday, July 24 - St. Matthews UMC*, 
Metarie 

Saturday, July 25 - Mandeville, 
Weekend of the Cross (WOC) 

Sunday, July 26 - First UMC, Baton 
Rouge 

Monday, July 27 - depart Louisiana 



LAVIM hosts SCJ coordinators meeting 


LAVIM hosted the South Central Jurisdiction UMVIM coordinator’s meeting in 
New Orleans April 21-24. The SCJ coordinators gather twice yearly to discuss 
projects, policies, safety issues and prepare information and procedures for 
expansion into new mission areas. The group toured portions of the Crescent 
City devastated by Hurricane Katrina and the aftermath of flooding as well as 
Luke’s House, a free clinic established by Rayne and Mt. Zion UMCs. The SCJ 
coordinators are responsible for thousands of volunteers and hundreds of 
teams that have come to the aid of disaster sites throughout Louisiana. The 
coordinators are, from left to right, first row, Larry Norman, LAVIM; Julie Pohl, 
Kansas East; Susan Heliums, South West Texas; Audrey Phelps, Missouri 
International Projects Coordinator; Marji Bishir, North Texas; Josephine Deere, 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary. Second row, Lisa Maupin, Nebraska; Mary White, 
New Mexico; Jennifer Bellamy, Central Texas; Mike Morey, UMVIM Committee 
SCJ Mission Council, Arkansas; Debbie Vest, SCJ UMVIM Coordinator. Third 
row, Jeff Baker, Missouri Projects Coordinator; Don Weeks, Arkansas; Martin 
Holler, Kansas West. Fourth row Jeremy Basset, Oklahoma. 


Conference to vote on UMVIM Awareness Day 


The 2004 General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church mled that each 
annual conference may set aside a Sunday 
to be declared Volunteers in Mission 
Awareness Day. On this special Sunday, 
each local church provides for UMVIM 
displays, information resources, solicits 
individual or group testimonies, and/or 
develops other ways to celebrate the 
UMVIM movement in whatever fashion 
that best suits the local congregation. Local 
churches can draw upon the available 
resources of the Conference UMVIM 
Committee to help make the day memo¬ 
rable, one of “Christian Love in Action”. 

During the 2009 Annual Conference 
gathering in Kenner, delegates will vote on 
Petition Number 1 which provides that the 
Louisiana Annual Conference will set aside 
the third Sunday in September to celebrate 
and affirm the grassroots ministry of 
UMVIM. It further provides for assistance 
for Conference LAVIM leadership to help 
local churches observe this day during 
which a special offering will be taken. The 
UMVIM Day offering, it is recommended, 
will be divided 70% for the Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission (conference level) 
and 30% for the South Central Jurisdiction 
UMVIM programming efforts. 

Mission volunteers and especially those 
who participate in LAVIM are asked to 
urge your local church delegates to vote 
“Yes” for this day of mission celebration 
and offering as LAVIM continues to “make 
a difference” around the world. As you 
plan your UMVIM Awareness Sunday, we 
hope you will contact the LAVIM office, at 
(225) 346-1646, for programming 
resources. 


UMVIM Awareness Sunday Litany 

Adapted from John Wesley’s Rule 

By Gayle Amis-Ford, UMVIM, NEJ 

One: Do all the good you can. 

All: Offering loving service to others. 

One: By all the means you can. 

All: In worship or work or play or 
prayer. 

One: In all the ways you can. 

All: By building something or doing 
nothing, by teaching or learning, by talking 
or listening. 

One: In all the places you can. 

All: In your family or church, in your 
community or workplace, in your own 
state or one across the country, in your 
homeland or someone else’s. 

One: At all times you can. 

All: For an hour or a day at a time, dur¬ 
ing your vacation or workday. 

One: To all the people you can. 

All: Christians or Jews or Muslims, 
those of other religious faiths, or those who 
claim no faith at all, one at a time or gath¬ 
ered together. 

One: As long as ever you can. 

All: Wherever you are in life, and for 
the rest of your life. 
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A group of volunteers is pictured after they spent the day volunteering at Sager 
Brown, the UMCOR depot in Baldwin, La. The 31-member team consisting of 
friends and family of Sheila Edwards, deceased LAVIM volunteer, worked in her 
memory. Sheila’s husband, Tony Edwards, is pictured below right, during a 
memorial service held at Sager Brown that afternoon. 


Edwards, from page 1 

Larry Norman, Director of LAVIM, led 
the memorial service attended by the mis¬ 
sion team that afternoon. Everyone sat 
together in chairs that were set up inside 
the depot, next to the work tables where 
they had just been assembling packets and 


buckets that will be distributed to those in 
need throughout the world. “I looked at 
the faces and I saw the finished kits that 
would be used to help others . . . and I 
thought to myself, Sheila’s still working, 
working through the hands of others,” said 
Norman. 


Summer Mission: It’s All in the Family 


Every summer youth groups from all 
over the Louisiana Conference head some¬ 
where on mission. They may visit the 
Navajo Nation, the Appalachian Service 
Project, the Choctaw UM Mission in 
Mississippi, or some international site. 

But seldom do we hear of the efforts of 
our children’s missions. Many youngsters 
participate in missions through their 
Vacation Bible School experience, while 
others are involved in programs such as 
Mission Possible. But typically we don’t 
realize there are missions for children. 

This year Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission continues these opportunities with 
another Family Mission to Sugarland, Tex. 
to work with Christian Alliance for 
Humanitarian Aid. This mission is planned 
for families with children of all ages. The 
family teams will be staying at the Best 
Western Inn near the Christian Alliance 
center. The teams will have breakfast each 
day in their rooms, and prepare a sack 
lunch for the work site. Dinner will be 
arranged each evening as a group. 

Christian Alliance is an ecumenical 


ministry serving churches and missionaries 
throughout the world to provide food, 
water, and medical supplies to those most 
in need. As a disaster relief organization 
with a goal for humanitarian aid, the 
Alliance is connected with more than 300 
churches, church and civic organizations 
around the world to equip and ship mil¬ 
lions of pounds of relief support to the 
poor, hungry, sick, and homeless every 
year. It also distributes food to the impov¬ 
erished citizens of Houston. Primarily, our 
task will be to repackage food for distribu¬ 
tion. After work, tun activities are planned 
for the evenings. 

Family teams will travel to the Houston 
area on July 8 and will work on June 9-10. 
On Saturday, the team will enjoy free time 
at an area water park, with other recre¬ 
ational possibilities. After worship on 
Sunday morning, the team will returen to 
Louisiana. For more information, contact 
team leader Rev. Dawn Young at (318) 
458-5860 or deacondawn@earthlink.net; 
or LAVIM at (225) 346-1646 or 
BrendaCoppit@bellsouth.net 



Volunteers are pictured during an earlier LAVIM Family Mission to the Choctaw 
United Methodist Mission in Philadelphia, Miss. 


Volunteers in Mission:Changing, lives, changing churches 


Hammer. 

’’Check.” 

Nail pouch. 

“Check.” 

Work gloves. 

“Check.” 

Crayons. 

“Check.” 

Bubbles. 

“Check.” 

Passport. 

“Check.” 

Not the typical packing list for a trip out 
of the country, but this was a construction 
mission to Honduras. We were going to 
build homes in the agricultural village of 
Lucemo following a hurricane that caused 
massive mudslides and killing thousands. 

It was the same Hurricane Mitch that was 
forecasted to hit New Orleans. We were 
spared, so the Missions Committee at 


Munholland UMC in Metairie felt a strong 
desire to respond to those who were not. 

I had been on dozens of mission, even 
led them, but never out of the country. 
Where would we go? What would we do? 
Where would we stay? How would we get 
there? I called Larry Norman in our 
Volunteers in Mission Office in Baton 
Rouge, shared with him our desire to 
respond to the need and the next thing I 
knew our flights were booked, the contacts 
were made, and the supplies were waiting. 
All I needed to do was build the team. 

Our team was not made up of construc¬ 
tion workers or contractors. It was mostly 
paper pushers who only saw the business 
end of a hammer when hanging a picture, 
but that did not matter. The key ingredient 
to a successful mission is willing hearts and 
helping hands. We had that! Eighteen of 
us headed to Honduras to pick up where 


another mission team left off. That week 
we laid a foundation, bricked a wall or two, 
and even roofed a couple of houses. I 
learned a lot about construction that week, 
but I learned even more about myself, the 
resilience of the people of Honduras, and 
the faithfulness of the people called United 
Methodist. You would think you would 
stand back and say, “Look what I did,” but 
humbly you reflect on not what you gave, 
but what you got back. 

I think mission opportunities, domestic 
and foreign, have a far reaching effect in 
the local church. When I was the pastor at 
Vivian UMC the entire church got in on the 
action. The people that stayed at home, our 
prayer partners, those serving meals to help 
raise money, others collecting supplies like 
bubbles and crayons for the children we 
would encounter, were as much a part of 
the mission as those who packed their pass¬ 


ports and hammers. The entire church 
came together, individual lives were 
changed, and the church was stretched to 
do something big, really BIG! The out¬ 
come, an entire church filled with “can do” 
people ready to take on anything with 
prayer and the power of God. 

Since that first mission to Honduras, 
there have been many more opportunities 
for me, with different teams, different 
churches, different work, in different loca¬ 
tions. Each time I am blessed in ways that 
have been enriching to my faith journey 
either through the people I have met along 
the way or worked beside. Our VIM office 
makes it easy to plan, the dedication of our 
churches makes it possible, but God makes 
the experience priceless. 

Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley 

New Orleans District Superintendent 



Rev. Ramonalynn 
Bethley 
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Louisiana volunteers attend 
Mount Sequoyah UMVIM Work Week 
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A LAVIM team is pictured at Mt. Sequoyah enjoyed the Louisiana Friendship 
Plaza underwritten and built by our annual conference. 


ERT “Train the Trainer” class to be held 


Due to the tremendous number of 
weather disasters throughout our nation, 
and a new era of cooperation between 
UMVIM and UMCOR, recent changes 
in Early Response Training (ERT) have 
been announced. 

ERTs may now be trained within 
annual conferences by specially 
informed instructors in “Train the 
Trainer” classes. Conference UMVIM’s 
such as LAVIM are given the responsi¬ 
bility for selecting prospective trainers, 
scheduling training events and securing 
UMCOR certified trainers to come to 
Louisiana to carry out the instruction 
and certification. Those trained may 
then conduct future training events for 
certifying ERT’s at the direction of 
Conference ERT Coordinators and 
UMVIM Director. 

Serving as LAVIM’s ERT 
Coordinators are Rev. Bob Deich, pastor 
for First UMC in Denham Springs, and 
Darryl Guy, Construction Manager for 
the Upper River Parishes Station for 
Louisiana Disaster Response. Both men 
have numerous experiences in directing 


groups and in disaster response. 

The “Train the Trainer” event is lim¬ 
ited to 12 persons selected by the two 
coordinators and Larry Norman, 
Director of LAVIM. The training, slated 
for The Wesley Center in Woodworth, 
will be led by Barbara Tripp, authorized 
UMCOR trainer. The training will last 
for 12 hours in an overnight retreat set¬ 
ting. Potential trainers will be trained in 
teaching techniques for effectively 
reaching adult audiences, a review and 
update of the ERT Manual, and teach- 
back assignments within the group as 
well as individual teach-back assign¬ 
ments and evaluations. To complete the 
authorization process, volunteers must 
then successfully pass an authorized 
trainer’s evaluation by the UMCOR 
trainer. Upon completion, a badge— 
good for three years—will be issued by 
the UMCOR Office of Emergency 
Services in Washington, D.C. 

Watch for information in late sum¬ 
mer as to how to schedule an ERT in 
your church or District, or call LAVIM 
for update information. 


Mount Sequoyah’s UMVIM Work 
Week, March 31-April 3, was the destina¬ 
tion of another faithful LAVIM mission 
team this year. The team of nine joined 57 
volunteers from seven conferences for the 
annual spring repair, cleaning and planting 
at the SCJ retreat and conference center. 

Help was needed more than ever after 
two devastating ice storms hit the 
Mountain in early March. Hundreds of 
sugar maple trees at the historic site were 
damaged and well-over 500 trees had to be 
removed. 

Work is underway to repair the many 
buildings and facilities which were dam¬ 
aged by falling limbs and trees. Volunteers 
worked non-stop in splitting fallen tree 
trunks and larger limbs for next year’s 
winter fires and the year round bonfires, 
which are a favorite of attendees of the 
Mountain’s events. Louisiana Conference 
members will be relieved to know there 
was little to no damage to the Louisiana 
Friendship Plaza, now a focal point of the 
Mountain’s scenic atmosphere. 

Repairs were made to Vesper Point’s 
benches, and new heater/AC units were 
installed to replace those damaged by the 
storm. 

In the evenings, volunteers gathered in 
Martin Chapel for vespers, song services, 
communion, and games of dominos or vis¬ 
its to local coffee shops in downtown 
Fayetteville. 

One of LAVIM’s most enduring mis¬ 
sions, Mount Sequoyah’s 2010 SCJ 
UMVIM Work Week is scheduled for 
April 5-9. For more information, call the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646. 

Another LAVIM mission to Sequoyah 
is planned for Oct. 14-18. Led by Laura 
Vaughn, Centenary College’s Christian 
Leadership Center will descend upon the 
Mountain to offer their service in repair, 
maintenance and landscaping. 



Enjoy missions 


Want to share that joy with 

Others? Leave a legacy in your will 
to allow future generations to enjoy 
missions too. 

A bequest in your will: 

• is easy and inexpensive to prepare 

• gives your philanthropic spirit a 
voice 

• and provides for the future of your 
favorite mission. 


What legacy will you leave? 
Remember VIM in your will. 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


Where Faith and Money Come Together’ 


elp in updating or preparing your will, 
contact us or go to our Web site. 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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2009 Louisiana Annual Conference 



new faces is focus of conference 



Student Forum / 3 



As bury-Lafayette / 7 



Over 170 delegates to the 2009 
Louisiana Annual Conference held 
June 7-10 at the Pontchartrain Center in 
Kenner, La. participated in the rebuild¬ 
ing of 12 storm damaged homes in the 
area during a Mission Project on 
Tuesday afternoon. A group of the vol¬ 
unteers are shown wearing Rethink 
Church t-shirts, sported by all of the 
delegates working on the rebuilds and 
by a group that took a tour of the storm 
damaged areas of New Orleans. Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson and his wife Kay 
are shown leading a "second line" as 
the conference began its opening ses¬ 
sion on Monday morning. 

New places for 

BY BETTY BACKSTR0M 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Over 1,200 United Methodists from 
throughout the state gathered at the 
Pontchartrain Center in Kenner, La. from 
June 7-10 for the 2009 Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. 

A highlight of the conference was a 
Mission Project held Tuesday afternoon 
during which 171 conference delegates 
helped with the rebuilding of 12 storm- 
damaged New Orleans homes. 

At the same time, another 293 dele¬ 
gates assembled cleaning buckets and 
packed health kits that will be distributed 
internationally through the UMCOR 
Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. 
Another large group took bus tours of 
those areas in the city that were devastat¬ 
ed during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 


The mission event also served as a 
launch for the Rethink Church initiative 
in the Louisiana Annual Conference. 
Volunteers, wearing special Rethink 
Church t-shirts, greeted shoppers on the 
sidewalk of a shopping center located 
across the boulevard from one of the 12 
disaster response work sites. The volun¬ 
teers distributed iTune cards - good for 
one song download - that promote 
www.10thousanddoors.org, a new web 
site to which The United Methodist 
Church is directing persons unaffiliated 
with the denomination. 

Volunteers at the work sites also wore 
the Rethink Church t-shirts. Rethink 
Church, the next evolution of The United 
Methodist Church’s “Open hearts” adver¬ 
tising and welcoming campaign, focuses 
on reaching seekers with the message 
“Church is more than a building.” 


“And Can It Be?” was the theme for 
the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference, 
with Acts 16:25-26 as the inspirational 
scripture for the theme. This year’s theme 
was the first in the quadrennium that sup¬ 
ports the Four Areas of Focus, the priori¬ 
ty ministry areas of The United 
Methodist Church and of the Louisiana 
Conference. 

The need for creating “new places for 
new people” was the central focus. The 
visual logo and Conference decor contin¬ 
ued the theme by using doors to represent 
the many entry ways offered by the 
Church to seekers. 

A special poster featuring 36 different 
doors from sanctuaries and church build¬ 
ings throughout the Louisiana Annual 
Conference was on sale during the annual 
conference. Proceeds from the poster 
See Conference, page 2 
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Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson met with 
Louisiana Governor 
Bobby Jindal on May 
27 in the governor’s 
offices at the state 
capitol in Baton 
Rouge. Bishop 
Hutchinson shared 
with Governor Jindal 
the scope of the 
church’s disaster 
response efforts. The 
bishop is pictured 
above with Rev. Darryl 
Tate, Fred Loy, 
Governor Jindal and 
Rev. Don Cottrill, 
provost. The bishop, 
Rev. Cottrill and Rev. 
Tate, executive direc¬ 
tor of the conference’s 
disaster response 
effort, stand in front of 
the capitol holding a 
“check” for $85 mil¬ 
lion, reflecting United 
Methodist financial 
and in-kind gifts. 



Bishop Hutchinson meets with Governor Jindal 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson met 
with Louisiana governor Bobby Jindal on 
May 27 to share information regarding the 
successes of the Louisiana United 
Methodist Conference’s Disaster Response 
Ministry since August of 2005. 

Bishop Hutchinson reported to 
Governor Jindal that over 65,000 volun¬ 
teers from all 50 states and from 26 foreign 
countries have been hosted by the church’s 
disaster response ministry since Hurricane 
Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast near¬ 
ly four years ago. 

These volunteers have been provided 
housing and oversight for immediate clean¬ 
ing and mucking out of homes, along with 
the rebuilding and building of new houses. 

Collectively, the volunteers sponsored 
through the Louisiana Conference of the 
UMC Disaster Response, Inc. have con¬ 
tributed a total of 2.8 million volunteer 
hours. These hours have been reported to 
the state in order to calculate in-kind 
efforts. These in-kind “dollars” help to off¬ 
set the funds required as repayment to the 
federal government for disaster response 
aid given to the state. 

The total economic development con¬ 


tributed by The Unted Methodist Church 
thus far is $85 million. This includes the 
volunteer hours valued at $53 million; $25 
million given directly by The United 
Methodist Church through UMCOR and 
other streams; and $7 million in grants 
from other organizations that were facilitat¬ 
ed through the disaster response ministry. 

Bishop Hutchinson shared with 
Governor Jindal the scope of the church’s 
disaster response efforts, which includes 
physical and financial help as well as case 
management for clients. 

The Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response Ministry is currently 
working to restore the state in areas affect¬ 
ed by Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav and 
Ike. It is estimated that these efforts will 
continue at least through May of 2012. 

Bishop Hutchinson also told the gover¬ 
nor about the General church’s focus and 
efforts on improving global health and 
eliminating poverty. 

He shared some of the initiatives 
spurred through the recent meeting of the 
Council of Bishops in Washington, D.C., 
especially those concerning the elimination 
of child hunger and immigration reform. 


Conference, from page 1 

sale—which is ongoing—will go to sup¬ 
port new church starts. 

The Memorial and Communion Service 
was held Sunday night at the Ponchartrain 
Center. Bishop Charles N. Crutchfield, cur¬ 
rently serving as bishop to the Arkansas 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, served as speaker. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson deliv¬ 
ered the Episcopal Address on Monday 
morning. The address will be printed in its 
entirety in the next edition of the Louisiana 
Now! It can also be found on the confer¬ 
ence website at www.la-umc.org 

Nine people were ordained as elders in 
full connection and three were ordained 
deacons during the Service of Ordination 
and Commissioning held Monday night at 
the Pontchartrain Center. Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson served as keynote speaker 
for service, which also featured the com¬ 
missioning of 10 provisional elders and 
four provisional deacons. 

There were 32 constitutional amend¬ 
ments presented for vote at the Conference 
session. The amendments were approved 
by the 2008 General Conference and were 
submitted to each of the 2009 United 
Methodist Conference sessions for consid¬ 
eration. Disposition of the voting can be 
found on the conference website. 

The four areas of focus for The United 
Methodist Church were lifted up by 
Provost Don Cottrill and members of a 
subcommitte of the Vision Team. This 
year’s focus is “creating new places for 


new people.” 

The offering for the Sunday evening 
Memorial and Communion Service is dedi¬ 
cated to the pension program for the pas¬ 
tors of the Central conferences. The 
Monday night offering taken at the 
Ordination Service will be used to provide 
Conference ordinands with an opportunity 
to tour the Holy Land. 

Rev. Rudy Rasmus, co-pastor of St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in 
Houston, served the Annual Conference as 
worship and Bible Study leader for 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. St. 
John’s UMC has grown to over 9,000 
members, of which 3,000 of the total either 
are or were formerly homeless. 

In keeping with the Conference loca¬ 
tion, guest musicians included New 
Orleans performers. Allen Toussaint pro¬ 
vided music prior to the Memorial Service 
on Sunday evening. The jazz group 
“Committed” provided entertainment 
before the Ordination and Commissioning 
Service and during the reception after the 
service on Monday night.. Also during 
Ordination, a combined choir from the 
New Orleans District sang. 

Aaron Niequist served as music leader 
for Annual Conference. Niequist grew up 
in the Chicago area and graduated in music 
theory and composition from Judson 
University. He has served on several 
church staffs, and is currently writing his 
own music, recording and performing. 

Twelve retirees were recognized during 
the traditional “Passing of the Mantle” 
service. 


An omission from the May 22nd Lousiana Now! edition 

The following Louisiana Volunteers in Mission missions to India 
were left off the list that appeared in the May 22 edition of the 
Louisiana Now! For more information , please contact the LAVIM 
office at (225) 346-1646. 

February, 2010 Faridpur Dennis Bouck Construction 

St. Paul’s School 

March, 2010 Faridpur Larry Norman Medical 

Clara Swain Clinic 


Louisiana Conferencei/V^f 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Student forum focuses on bridge building 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 

The Rev. Betsy Eaves, chaplain for 
Centenary College in Shreveport, La., told 
participants at Student Forum 2009 to dis¬ 
cover their “passion” in order to be more 
effective church leaders. 

“What is your joy and satisfaction? 
Where are you effective? And what do 
people tell you about yourself in those 
areas?,” said Rev. Eaves, co-leader of a 
session on young adult leadership held dur¬ 
ing the four-day event. 

More than 253 United Methodist col¬ 
lege students from across the country, 
along with 123 campus ministers and 
workshop presenters, explored leadership 
development at the event held May 21-24 
at Centenary College of Louisiana. 

Student Forum is the national leadership 
conference of the United Methodist 
Student Movement, sponsored by the 
Campus Ministry Section of the United 
Methodist General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry (GBHEM). The 
annual event is planned and organized by a 
steering committee comprised of college 
students. 

The theme of the conference, “Breaking 
Barriers, Building Bridges,“ was the focus 
for keynote speaker Dr. Eboo Patel, 
founder and Executive Director of the 
Interfaith Youth Core. Patel heads the 
Chicago-based institution which focuses on 
building a global interfaith youth move¬ 
ment. He was recently appointed by 
President Obama to the Advisory Council 
of the White House Office of Faith Based 
and Neighborhood Initiatives. 

Patel urged his audience to work togeth¬ 
er to establish strong interfaith ministries. 
“A college campus is the perfect catapult 
for interfaith work. Building houses, feed¬ 
ing the hungry and other outreach projects 
serve as ideal settings for people of differ¬ 
ent faiths to come together. To build 
bridges, build a relationship on something 
else other than politics,” he said, adding, 
“Look for the common characteristics, like 
compassion and hospitality.” 

Patel, a self described “theologically 
progressive” Muslim, quoted chapter 49 of 
the Koran saying, “God made us different 


nations and tribes that we may come to 
know Him.” Patel challenged the students 
to be a part of building a “beloved commu¬ 
nity of all faiths” and to identify that ener¬ 
gy that drives them forward. “What is it as 
a United Methodist that makes you want to 
be a leader? What inspires you?,” he said. 

The Rev. Valerie Robideaux, who co¬ 
presented for the workshop on young adult 
leadership, confessed that she has a “hard 
time” with the phrase “young adult.” Rev. 
Robideaux, 27, believes that “ageism” is 
not only directed at older church members, 
but that young people can be affected by 
the phenomenon. 

“Many of us have longed to be given 
the opportunity to put our vision into place 
in our local churches. Sometimes, it feels 
like there is a glass ceiling when trying to 
acquire positions of church leadership,” she 
said. 

Rev. Robideaux, who serves as the theo¬ 
logical studies coordinator for Centenary’s 
Christian Leadership Center, recommend¬ 
ed that young adults develop relationships 
with people who have influence in the 
church who can mentor them and help 
them find their spot in local church leader¬ 
ship. 

Joyce Wickstrom, a student at 
Armstrong Atlantic State University and a 
member of Asbury Memorial UMC in 
Savannah, Ga., said, “Local churches need 
to be intentional about including young 
adults in church leadership. My home 
church does a great job of this. There is a 
young adult on every committee. The 
church, as a whole, gets it.” 

In addition to legislative opportunities, 
workshops and worship experiences, 
Student Forum participants had the oppor¬ 
tunity to be a part of small group commu¬ 
nities with other students they did not 
know. Matt Rhea, a member of the Wesley 
Foundation at Midwestern State University, 
said, “Serving as one of the small group 
leaders has been an awesome experience, 
which I highly recommend to other Student 
Forum participants. I received great train¬ 
ing beforehand, which I know will help me 
in teaching my Sunday school class at 
home.” Rhea attends a non-denominational 
church in Wichita Falls, Tex. 



Revs. Valerie Robideaux and Betsy Eaves lead a session on young adult leader¬ 
ship during Student Forum 2009 held May 21-24 on the Centenary College cam¬ 
pus. Both work for Centenary’s Christian Leadership Center. 



A special poster featuring church doors from throughout the Louisiana 
Conference is available at your District Office. Proceeds from the sale of the 
poster will benefit new church starts. Each poster sells for $100. 


Dr. Eboo Patel keynotes student forum 


Dr. Eboo Patel, keynote speaker for 
Student Forum 2009, referred to John 
Wesley as he made his case for building a 
“beloved community of all faiths.” 

“As John Wesley said, we don’t have to 
be of same opinion, we just have to be of 
same heart,” said Patel, a self described 
“theologically progressive” Muslim and 
founder and Executive Director of the 
Interfaith Youth Core based in Chicago. 

The goal of the institution is to build a 
global interfaith youth movement. 

Patel, who serves on the Advisory 
Council of the White House Office of Faith 
Based and Neighborhood Initiatives, used 
Martin Luther King as an example of 
someone who reached across faith lines. 

While serving as pastor of Ebeneezer 
Baptist Church in Atlanta, King had the 
opportunity to hear Muhatma Ghandi and 
to leam about his philosophy of non-vio¬ 
lent protest. As Patel pointed out, King 
would later draw on this method many 
times during the Civil Rights Movement. 

In 1955, when Rosa Parks refused to 
give up her seat on a Montgomery, Ala. 
bus, King was able to rally a city-wide ban 
of the bus system by African American cit¬ 


izens. “People 
walked to work 
for an entire 
year. When dis¬ 
cussing the suc¬ 
cess of the ban, 
a reporter later 
asked King 
what kept the 
protesters 
strong. He cred¬ 
ited Jesus with 
furnishing the 
inspiration for 
the movement, 
and Ghandi for 
providing the 
method,” said Patel. 

“King was able to look across faith lines 
and to see what Ghandi’s belief system had 
in common with his religion, and for what 
Ghandi’s faith had to offer the world. He 
looked for the similarities that exist in all 
faiths, such as the importance of compas¬ 
sion, kindness and hospitality,” he added. 
King’s actions, said Patel, were a perfect 
example of someone serving effectively as 
an interfaith leader. 
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Acadiana District 

District Superintendent 

Roger D. Lathan 

Abbeville: 

Abbeville-Pecan Island 

John L. Vining 

Baldwin, Trinity-Mt. Zion 

(Barry A. Whittington, Sr. 14 PL) 

Belle Rose, St. James-Lutcher Chapel 

Berwick, First 

(Elva Jacobs 3 / 4 PL) 

(M. Amanda Carpenter 3 A PL) 

Donaldsonville, First-Lutcher, First 

Donaldsonville, St. Peter 

Barbara J. Beaumont % PL) 
(Gaynell R. Simon 14 PL) 

Dulac, Clanton Chapel 

(Cyril A. Kirby Verret % PL) 

Franklin, First 

(Susan C. Pugh FL) 

Houma: 

Bayou Blue 

Jeffrey C. Duke 

First 

R. Don Ross 

Mt. Vernon 

(Joseph Holland, Sr. % PL) 

Wesley-Vacherie 

(Gwendolyn A. Streams % PL) 

Jeanerette: 

St. Paul-Franklin, Asbury 

(Darrel W. Briggs, Sr. 3 / 4 PL) 

St. Peter-St. Martinville, Mallalieu 

Eugene J.A. Hebert PE 

McGowen 

Erin J. Oliver % 

Lafayette: 

Asbury 

T. Edward Boyd, Jr. 

Associate 

Ira M. Robinson RM 

Associate 

Stephen N. Fife 

Covenant 

Chris A. Blanchard 

Minister of Visitation 

(Byron J. Aucoin, Jr. 14 PL) 

First 

Jan C. Holloway 

Associate 

(Fred M. Fraser RA) 

Mallalieu Immanuel 

(Marguerite D. Jenkins 14 PL) 

Northwood 

(C. Ann Sutton) 

Lettsworth, Scott Chapel 

(Inita L. Smith 14 PL) 

Lottie, Wiley-Green Chapel 

Laurence E. Hall RM 

Lydia 

(Robert W. Cormier % PL) 

Maringouin, St. Peter-Shiloh 

(Emmett C. Collins, Jr. 3 A PL) 

Mathews, Memorial 

Jeffrey C. Duke 

Melville-Palmetto 

Kenneth B. Chapman RE 

Morgan City: 

Pharr Chapel 

Lamar C. Oliver 

Walmsley-Berwick, Mason 

(Elaine C. Smith 14 PL) 

Napoleonville, Wesley-Wood lawn 

(Albert Holland RL) 

New Iberia: 

First 

Scott T. Bullock 

St. James-Abbeville, Briggs 

(Junius Egby, Jr. 14 PL) 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana Memorial 

(Pamela Fitch Roy) 

St. Mark 

Clifton C. Conrad, Sr. PE 

Patterson 

(Aaron J. Carpenter, Jr. FL) 

Plaquemine: 

First 

Stephen C. Fleming 

Grand River 

(Earline T. Guidry 14 PL) 

Hurst-Bayou Goula, St. Luke 

(Thomas A. Wesley 14 PL) 

Port Barre-Krotz Springs-Lottie, Wilson Memorial 

Rosedale: 

Hartzell 

(Ted Fine Vi SY*) 

(Ulysse Stephens RA) 

Rosedale-New Roads, First 

Jeremy S. Jones PE 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary-Magnolia 

(Robert E. Johnson, Sr. % PL) 

First 

Donald L. Wilkinson 

Verdunville, Fitzgerald-Jeanerette, Mt. Zion 

Waxia, St. Paul 

(Charles E. Hill % PL) 

(Marvette J. Thomas 14 PL) 

Youngsville, Faith Community 

Cory L. Sparks 

Alexandria District 

District Superintendent 

Ellen R. Alston 

Alexandria: 

First 

Barry Hoekstra 

Associate 

(R. Clay Williams, Jr. FL) 

Associate 

(B. Carolyn Fletcher 14 FL) 

Horseshoe Drive 

Tracy L. MacKenzie 

Newman 

Joseph D. Awotwi 

St. Mark’s 

(Ossie D. Clark % PL) 

Trinity-Hineston, Fellowship 

(Robert E. Guth, Jr. FL) 

Wilton 

(Jason W. Jacob % PL) 

Bethel 

(Gladys Miller % SY*) 

Beulah-Weaver 

Ray R. Spiller 14 RM 

Boyce: 

Lahey Chapel 

(David F. Nugent 14 PL) 

Bunkie 

David Haas Mem.-White’s Chap. 

Joe A. Hoover % 

Trinity-Union 

Connie M. Thomas 3 A OE 

Campti, First-St. Maurice 

Lawanda F. Smith 14 OF 

Campti, St. Paul-Mt. Zion 

(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr. 14 SY*) 

Cheneyville, St. Paul 

(Mary L. Jones 14 PL) 

Colfax 

(Jason H. Sheppard FL) 

Couley-Sanders Chapel 

(Thomas G. May 14 PL) 

Evergreen 

Gary L. Van Horn RM 

Ferriday-Vidalia 

Ray L. Varnado 

Jena, Nolley Memorial-Belah 

Lyndle R. Bullard 

Jonesville 

T.B.S. 

Lecompte-Bayou Chicot-Cheneyville 

Many 

(Ross C. Ford, Jr. FL) 

C. Frances Hooton 

Marksville-Effie, Oak Grove-Simmesport 

Melder, St. Mark’s 

(Antonio E. Ranero FL) 

(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr. 14 SY*) 

Montgomery-Mt. Zion-Atlanta 

(Kenneth W. Holt % PL) 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 

James A. Graham 

First 

Donald R. Avery 

Associate 

James M. Poole RM 

Associate 

Jacqueline E. C. King 

Oak Grove-Proven cal 

John R. Foster 3 A OF 

Oakdale-Glenmora-Pine Prairie 

W. Mark Strickland 

Olla-Urania-Trout, Justiss Memorial-Eden 

Palestine 

(P. Curtis Carroll, Jr. FL) 

(Gene M. Faurie FL) 


Appointments 2009 


8 

13 

10 

8 

5 


Pineville: 

First Ricky L. Willis 

Associate Mark R. Martin 

Pleasant Grove (Katherine S. Morris 14 PL) 

Wesley-Booneville, Wesley (James E. Ray, Sr. % PL) 
Pollock-Boyce, First-Liberty Chapel 

Eddie Carpenter PE 

Strange T.B.S. 

Winnfield Mark J. Goins 


Mangum Chapel 
2 Watson: 

2 Andrew Chapel 
4 Live Oak 

16 Associate 

Wilson, Wesley-Asbury 
8 Zachary: 

First 

4 Moses Chapel 


(Tim A. Gilmore % PL) 2 

(Isaac L. Hammond, Jr. % PL) 2 

(Mark E. Crosby) 14 

(Richard W. Davis % PL) 3 

(Gregory McClay, Sr. % PL) 5 

Gregory R. Davis 7 

(Glorious M. Wright !4 PL) 8 


9 

3 

21 

2 

3 

2 

8 

1 

9 

3 

4 

12 

15 
2 

3 
2 

4 
3 
3 
1 

3 
6 
19 

5 
1 

12 

4 

4 
31 

9 

3 

3 

3 

5 

9 

6 

26 

1 

16 

4 

4 

2 

6 

3 

3 


2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 
8 
2 
1 

2 

7 

1 

2 

10 

6 

2 

9 

4 

1 

4 


9 

6 

4 

35 

1 

22 

5 
15 
4 
9 

1 

7 

1 


Baton Rouqe District 


District Superintendent 

W. Ralph Ford 

4 

Amite 

Brady S. Whitton 

5 

Associate 

Baker: 

Lane Cotton Winn PE 

2 

Blackwater 

William A. Moon III 

4 

Associate 

(Linda M. Hagan Vi PL) 

2 

First-Pride, Bethel 

Baton Rouge: 

E. Eugene Rives, Jr. 

6 

Broadmoor 

Fred B. Wideman 

2 

Minister of Congregational Care 

Kenneth M. Carroll 

19 

Minister of Disabilities 

Carol A. Civils PD* 

3 

Minister of Discipleship & Faith Formation 



R. Lee McKinzie 

3 

Minister of Evangelism 

Augustus M. Allen 

5 

Min. of Sen. Care and Residential Ministries 



Lusinda M. Warren 14 FD 

8 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

C. Shannon Sandifer PD* 

1 

Camphor Memorial 

Darlene A. Moore 

8 

Associate 

Mary Ann Robinson 14 OF 

4 

First 

Christopher H. Andrews 

21 

Associate 

Kathryn L. McKay PE 

1 

Associate 

William Bradley Franklin PE 

1 

Associate 

Susie H. Thomas PE 

1 

Associate 

Ann M. Trousdale FD* 

2 

Francis Asbury 

W. Odell Simmons RM 

8 

Hope Community 

(H. Louis Jones 14 PL) 

8 

Hughes Memorial-Gonzales, St. Landry 



(Constance R. Saizon FL) 

4 

Ingleside 

(David L. Bricker FL) 

2 

Jefferson 

Hulen C. Warren, Jr. 

3 

Associate 

Stephen Dale Berger PE 

6 

Jordan 

Davis W. Clark 

5 

Neely 

Arnold V. Brown 

18 

Minister of Education 

Linda A. Joseph FD* 

7 

St. Andrew’s 

Larry D. O’Dell 

6 

St. John’s 

Timothy E. Lawson 

4 

Associate 

(Russell S. Clunan FL) 

3 

St. Luke’s-St. Paul’s 

Freddie C. Henderson 

1 

St. Mark 

Derrick D. Hills 

2 

University, William B. Reilly Memorial 



Van A. Stinson 

2 

Associate 

Shannon C. DeLaureal 

5 

Associate 

Jared R. Williams PE 

1 

Wesley 

E. Andrew Goff 

11 

Associate 

Clinton: 

(Yvonne P. Dayries 14 PL) 

3 

Beech Grove 

(Inita L. Smith 14 PL) 

3 

First-Clear Creek 

Kenneth M. Graham, Jr. 

2 

Mt. Zion-Ethel, St. Paul 

(Willis Laws Vi PL) 

4 

St. Peter-Jackson Chapel-Mt.Carmel 



(Clark L. Clark Vi PL) 

2 

Convent, St. James 

(Gaynell R. Simon 14 PL) 

14 

Darlington 

Paul W. Carter RM 

3 

Day’s-Center 

Larry D. Robertson RM 

13 

Deerford-Pine Grove 

Denham Springs: 

(Jimmie S. Parker % PL) 

4 

First 

Robert L. Deich 

3 

Associate 

Virginia P. Allen 

1 

Minister of Instrumental Music & Pastoral Care 



Rita M. Chiasson 14 PD 

3 

Roberts 

Deborah B. Williams 

2 

Faith Crossing 

Leslie G. Stephens 

3 

Galvez, Carpenter’s Chapel 

(L. John Locascio FL) 

4 

Gonzales, First 

Gary Don Willis 

10 

Associate 

(Joy Lynn Comeaux 14 PL) 

3 

Greensburg-Wesley Chapel 
Greenwell Springs: 

LaMarylis S. Cotten PE 

4 

Magnolia-Walker, Friendship 

Lewis M. Morris, Jr. PE 

1 

St. Luke 

(Marguerite Jordan Rheams 14 PL)2 

Hammond, First 

Joseph M. Donakey 

3 

Minister of Christian Education 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin PD* 

1 

Minister of Christian Education 

Herbert W. McGuin PD* 

1 

Huff Chapel 

(Milton E. Bourque, Jr. 14 PL) 

3 

Independence 

(Reid G. Day % PL) 

1 

Jackson-Ethel 

Rhonda E. Feurtado 

4 

Kentwood-Mt. Hermon 

(Percy M. Frazier RA) 

8 

Livingston 

(Stephen A. Hebert 14 PL) 

3 

Loranger-Cooper’s Chapel 

John G. Deschner 

1 

Montpelier-Walker, Corbin 

(Donald R. Young 14 SY*) 

1 

Nesom Memorial 

(E. Rand Guy RL) 

9 

NewSong 

Frank S. Harris III 

3 

Minister of Missions and Outreach Cathy J. Arends FD* 

2 

Pine Ridge-Tangipahoa 
Ponchatoula: 

Kevin D. Smith OF 

2 

First 

Kenneth R. Bowman 

1 

Wesley Chapel-James Chapel-Lee’s Landing 



(Mark A. Lubbock Vi PL) 

9 

Port Allen, Scott 

(Willie Laws) 

4 

Prairieville, Meadows Chapel 

(John Krause 14 SY*) 

2 

St. Amant, Faithful-New River 

Rick Miller RE 

1 

St. Francisville 

Daniel P. Gleason 

5 

Associate 

Tamlyn J. Aubushon FD 

3 

Slaughter-Bluff Creek 

(Betty A. McCarver 14 PL) 

5 

Spillman, New Hope-Concord 
Springfield: 

(Jesse L. Means, Jr. 14 SY*) 

38 

First 

(Emile E. Tosso III FL) 

5 

St. James 

(Reid G. Day % PL) 

1 

Tunica 

Walker: 

(Michael Clark % SY*) 

3 

First 

(Addison Jeffrey Hilliard 14 SY*; 

) 1 


Lake Charles District 


Steven M. Spurlock 


(Lawrence Wayne Howington RA) 1 


District Superintendent 
Church Point-Crowley, Wesley 
Crowley, First 
Associate 
DeQuincy 
DeRidder, First 
Elton-Oberlin-Basile 
Eunice-Kinder-lota 
Fairview 
Florien: 

Macedonia-Leesville, Mt. Zion 
Prospect-Hornbeck 
Gueydan-Lake Arthur 
Holly Grove 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine Grove 
Indian Bayou-Kaplan 
Iowa 

Jennings: 

Jennings 
Mallalieu 
Lake Charles: 

First 

Associate 

Minister of Discipleship & Adult Ministry 

Sarah W. Shoup FD 

St. Luke Simpson 
Associate 
University 
Warren 
Leesville: 

First 
Korean 

Merryville-DeRidder, Wesley 
Moss Bluff 
Raymond-Roanoke 


Elaine M. Burleigh 
(Virginia Cutrer RL) 

Gerald R. Crise PE 
Michael D. McLaurin 
T.B.S. 

(Truman P. Stagg FL) 

T.B.S. 

(Dianne Allen Jones 14 PL) 
(Raymond H. Leidig, Jr. RL) 
Douglas E. Milliron 
T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

G. Larry Maxwell, Sr. RM 
David R. DeWitt % 

Ted D. Freeland 
(John H. Whaley % PL) 

Richard H. Humphries 
Louis G. Blankenbaker RM 


Karl S. Klaus 
Roger H. Templeton 
Charles R. Langford 
Anice Moses 

Henry M. Hamilton, Jr. 
Do Ung Lee RE 
James C. Skinner RM 
Joshua D. Milliron 
Lisa E.L. Turnbull 
Rayne, Centenary-Ebenezer-Branch 

Charles L. Floyd, Jr. % 

Squyres Juan Carlos Huertas 

Sulphur: 

Henning Memorial Timothy J. Neustifter 

Associate Heather H. Leyland 

Maplewood Nancy E. Wofford 

Wesley-Hackberry Peggy B. Foreman 

Sweetlake-Cameron, Wakefield-Grand Chenier 

James B. Moore 

Vinton, Welsh Memorial Kathy C. Fitzhugh PE 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes Charles W. Crews 

Jones (John H. Whaley 14 PL) 

Westlake Elizabeth M. Northen 


2 

17 

1 

1 

3 
5 

2 

8 

4 

4 
1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

9 

2 

2 

5 

4 
1 

4 

2 

4 
3 

5 


Monroe District 

District Superintendent 

Robert L. Burgess 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

(D. Edward Rushing, Jr. 14 PL) 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(Brett Pickering 14 SY*) 

Baskin 

(Mary Anne Collie 14 PL) 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 

Mark B. Benge, Sr. 

Memorial-Mer Rouge 

Samuel P. Emanuel OF 

Mt. Olive 

Robert A. Bradford, Jr. 14 OE 

Bernice-Beech Grove-Summerfield 

Beulah 

Johnie W. Adkins, Jr. OF 
(Lisa Thomisee Mayo 14 PL) 

Boeuf Prairie 

(Rex S. Barker 14 SY*) 

Chatham 

(Lala B. Cooper 14 PL) 

Choudrant 

(Reginald D. Colvin 14 PL) 

Clay 

(John E. Finch, Jr. % PL) 

Columbia-Hebert 

M. Stuart Sherman 

Crew Lake-Mangham 

(Marshall A. Sevier FL) 

Delhi-Crowville 

(Christan L. Thomas FL) 

Douglas 

M. Roily Walker RM 

Downsville 

Gloria L. Youngblood PE 

Dubach-Harmony Chapel 

(Donald W. Lanier FL) 

Epps-Pioneer 

(William G. Waller % SY*) 

Eros-Antioch, Eros 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

Farmerville 

Kibbie E. Hatfield 

Grayson 

(Christmas C. Wilbur FL) 

Holly Ridge 

T.B.S. 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New Hope 

Lake Providence 

(Bill E. Strawbridge) 

(Owen H. Peyton, Sr.) 

Little Creek-Union 

(W. Wayne Ray % PL) 

Marion-Bird’s Chapel 

(William E. Smith Vi PL) 

Memorial-Salem 

Danny D. Baskin OF 

Monroe: 

First 

R. Larry Stafford 

Associate 

William N. Sheffield III 

Associate 

(JoAnn Cooper 3 A PL) 

Minister of Music 

Kern F. Alexander FD 

Hope 

(Marcus M. Gaut 14 PL) 

Lea Joyner Memorial 

Weldon C. Bares 

Associate 

(Betty L. Swanson 14 PL) 

Memorial 

T.B.S. 

Reveille 

(Marcelle F. Crow 14 PL) 

St. James 

T.B.S. 

St. Mark’s 

Lysbeth B. Cockrell 

St. Paul 

(Jackie Holmes, Jr. 14) 

St. Paul’s 

J. Roddy Taylor 

Associate 

Susan M. Ferguson 

Mt. Nebo-Mt. Sinai 

T.B.S. 


5 
1 

3 
9 

4 

3 
2 

9 

2 

1 

4 
1 
4 
3 
2 
3 

6 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 


5 

2 

4 
1 
1 

15 

3 

5 
10 
2 

10 

9 

6 

5 

11 

3 

4 
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Mount Zion (Wanda S. Cosentino FL) 

Newellton (John H. Wilkins 14 PL) 

Oak Grove-Kilbourne-Locust Grove 


Quitman 
Ray vi lie 
Ruston: 

Grace 

Trinity 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Minister of Music 

Wesley Chapel 

St. Andrew’s-Oak Ridge 

St. Joseph 

St. Peter-Lawson Chapel 

Sicily Island-Harrisonburg 

Simsboro, Antioch 

Tallulah 

West Monroe: 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

Claiborne-Wilhite 

Faith 

First 

Associate 

Associate 

McGuire 

Winnsboro 

Wisner-Gilbert 


(William H. McLain FL) 

(Letty L. Strawbridge 14 PL) 
John Robert Black PE 

A. Wayne Evans 
Jerry G. Hilbun 
Andy R. Hurst 
W. Brian Mercer PE 
Joseph Zhong Guo 
Connie Breaux 3 A FD 
R. Michael Cloud FD 
Dalton R. Shovan RE 
(Judith D. Bazer) 

Raymon L. Owens, Jr. 
(Sonia D. Gee % PL) 
Andrew L. Hitchcock % OF 
(Joey Koskie % SY*) 

(John R. Kavanaugh, Jr. FL) 

(Newton M. Horne, Jr.) 
(William F. Foster FL) 

James W. Barrett, Jr. 

Jon E. Tellifero 
(Shawn T. Hornsby FL) 
(Marla C. Munn % PL) 
Michael T. Head 
(John G. Hankins) 

(Frances I. Guy % PL) 


New Orleans District 


District Superintendent Ramonalynn W. Bethley 

Angie, Wesley Ray-Mary’s Chapel-Live Oak 

Terrence S. August 

Belle Chasse Richard L. Cockburn 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 
Director of Christian Education 
Thirkield-Harry’s Chapel 


Alan D. Einsel 
Barbara C. Einsel % FD 
(Louis A. Smith 14 PL) 
(David C. Carlton FL) 
Karl D. Wood RM 
Monica G. Monk 


Buras, Trinity 
Bush 

Chalmette, Covenant 
Covington: 

First 

Fitzgerald-Lacombe 
Destrehan, St. Charles 
Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher 
Winan-Hayes Chapel 
Golden Meadow-Grand Isle 
Gretna 
Associate 

Hahnville, St. James 
Harahan, St. Paul’s 
Kenner: 

El Mesias 
First 
Thomas 
LaPlace, First 
Luling 

Madisonville, North Cross 
Mandeville: 

Newell 

St. Timothy-on-the-North Shore 
Associate 
Associate 
Associate 
Associate 
Associate 
Pastor Emeritus 
Director of Adult Education & Evangelism 

Lylln G. Brinkman DM 


Byron W. Putnam 
(William V. Turner 3 / 4 PL) 
Juliet A. Spencer 

Steven J. Porter 
Bruce L. Brown, Sr. 

(James W. Reid) 

Timothy M. Smith 
(Kaseem N. Short 14 PL) 
(Marva L. Mitchell % RL) 
Sharon D. Zehner PE 

Samuel Calvo OE 
(Steven W. Bush FL) 

Erica R. Jenkins 
(Regina B. Hickman AM) 
Wayne G. Taylor 
Henry R. Stone 

(Nolan M. Robinson % PL) 
James W. Mitchell 
Douglas B. de Graffenried 
Andrew D. Durbin 
(Carol R. Richardson FL) 
(Roy J. Price, III 14 PL) 
(Robert H. Chance, Jr. % PL) 
J. Lawrence Maddin RM 


Metairie: 

Korean 
Munholland 
Associate 
St. Matthew’s 
Associate 
New Orleans: 

Algiers 

Asbury-St. Matthew 

Aurora 

Bethany 

Boynton 

Carrollton-Metairie 
Cornerstone 
Associate 
Minister of Music 
First Grace 
First Street PW 
Haven Trinity 
LaHarpe Thompson 
Lake Vista 
Mt. Zion 

Parker Memorial 

Peoples-Brooks Shaw Temple 

Philips Memorial-Hartzell 

Rayne Memorial 

St. Luke’s 

St. Mark’s 

Williams Ross 

Pearl River 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

Co-Pastor 

First 

Associate 
Hartzell Mt. Zion 


Leo S. Lee OE 
M. Eugene Finnell 
La’Sheena S.S. Simmons PE 
Jeffery D. Conner 
Rebecca D. Conner 

Rebecca D. Conner 
Andrew J. Douglas RM 
Simon Chigumira 
Hadley R. Edwards 
(Kermit C. Roberson FL) 

Jon M. Lord 
James F. Haynes RM 
Monica G. Monk 
Barbara L. Murray 14 FD 
Shawn M. Anglim 
Brownyl Lance Eden 
(Charles E. Washington % PL) 
William L. Jones, Sr. 

Norwood N. Hingle, III 
(Lawrence P. Gaines FL) 
William E. Thiele, Jr. 3 / 4 OF 
Eunice Chigumira 
Elenora M. Cushenberry 
Carol S. Winn Crawford 
Irvin J. Boudreaux 
(Anita C. Dinwiddie % PL) 

Dale E. Branch 
Benjamin N. McGehee 

Marie P. Williams 
John N. Williams 
Wybra J. Price II 
(Pattye D. Hewitt FL) 

(Ernest E. Scott) 
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5 

2 

Sun 

Tangipahoa Parish, The Well 
Varnado 

(Paul M. Corse, III % PL) 

M. Jack O’Dell 

(Lawrence K. Benson, Jr. RL) 

1 

3 

4 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL STRUCTURE 


2 

Waldheim 

(Christopher S. Fryou 14 PL) 

5 

Conference Staff 


2 




Provost, Director of Connectional Ministries 


1 

Shreveport District 



Donald C. Cottrill,BR 

Youth Director Thomas E. Dolph,BR 

1 

8 

8 

District Superintendent 

Douglas L. Cain 

5 

Coordinator of Ordained Ministry John Edd Harper,FD,BR 

7 

2 

Arcadia-Mt. Mariah 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 

5 

Director of Disaster Preparedness Freddie C. Henderson,BR 

4 

10 

Arizona-Colquitt 

(Willard W. Moore % SY*) 

3 

Executive Director of Administrative Services/ 


9 

Athens 

(Ross W. Genger % PL) 

1 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician Larry G. Miller,BR 

2 

6 

Benton 

T. Lynn Malone, Jr. 

7 

Director of Volunteers in Mission Larry D. Norman,BR 

12 

7 

Associate 

(Cheryl L. Nelson 'A PL) 

5 

Director of Multicultural Ministries/Mission Education 


17 

Bienville 

(Jack Sutton % SY*) 

8 

Martha M. Orphe,BR 

2 

6 

Bossier City: 



Sr. Advisor/Consult., LAUM Foundation 


2 

Asbury 

W. Scott Adams 

2 

Kenneth R. Reed,RM,BR 

12 

3 

Barksdale 

Paul C. Carroll, Sr. RM 

14 

Director Church Extension & Transformation 


6 

Fellowship 

David R. Melville, Jr. 

4 

H. E. Stephens,BR 

6 

2 

First 

David B. Dietzel 

5 

Director of Christian Education Dawn B. Young 14 FD,SH 

3 

2 

Associate 

Ashley J. McGuire PE 

1 

Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 


2 

Brushwood 

(John H. Lavo RA) 

5 

Director of Academies Carole Cotton-Winn,NO 

12 


Castor 

(Stephanie A.T. Kidd % PL) 

3 

Mentor Emeritus John M. Winn, Jr.,RM,NO 

20 

3 

Cotton Valley-Whitehall 

(Bryan S. Dauphin SY*) 

6 

Director of Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 


2 

Coushatta-Wesley Chapel 

Jonathan S. King 

3 

W. Craig Gilliam,SH 

7 

3 

Cross Roads-Hall Summit 

T.B.S. 


Faculty and Administrators of United Methodist Theological Schools and 

2 

Doyline 

William G. Sewell OF 

5 

Other Educational Institutions 


1 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 


Associate Professor, Curriculum & Instruction, LSU 


3 

Gibsland-Oak Grove 

Dorothy J. Smith 

5 

Ann M. Trousdale,FD,BR 

5 

13 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile A. Rousseau, Jr. OF 

9 

Mouzon Biggs, Jr. Assoc. Prof. Of History Of Christianity & UM Studies, 

2 

Greenwood-Bethany 

(Clinton P. Lovell, Sr.) 

7 

Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa, OK 


10 

Haughton: 



Ellen J. Blue,NO 

8 


Haughton 

(Thomas E. Dungan 14 PL) 

8 

Asst. Prof. Of Theology, St. Joseph’s University, 



Love Chapel 

Mollie A. McGee 

3 

Philadelphia, PA Millicent C. Feske,NO 

17 

5 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

David J. Sheehan 

1 

President & Prof. Of Ethics & Leadership, Miff 



Heflin 

(Carol D. Heard 'A PL) 

10 

David G. Trickett,NO 

4 

5 

Homer, First-Homer, Wesley Chapel 


Chaplain/Dir. Chr. Leadership Ctr. (Betsy B. Eaves FL),SH 

6 

1 


Roy Bryan Moore 

2 

Perkins School of Theology, Assoc. Dir. of Internship 



Wesley Chapel Minister of Education 


Barry E. Hughes,SH 

3 

7 


Patricia Teel Bates 14 FD* 

4 

Theological Studies Coordinator, Valerie Olson Robideaux,PD,SH 2 

7 

Ida 

(Kendall R. Docter % PL) 

4 

Christian Leadership Ctr, Centenary College 


19 

Keithville: 



Professor, Bossier Parish Comm. College 


1 

Fairview 

(Ricky R. Myles % PL) 

6 

Dawn B. Young,FD,SH 

5 

40 

Keithville 

Robert G. Rowland RM 

1 

Campus Ministers 


1 

Lisbon 

Terry C. Willis RM 

5 

Wesley Foundation, U. of L. Lafayette Daniel M. Hixon,PE,AC 

3 


Logansport: 



Wesley Foundation, NorthwesternSt U.John M. Higginbotham, Jr.,AL 4 

2 

Logansport-Bethel-Longstreet 

S. Kemper Smith 

3 

Wesley Foundation Southern Univ. 


3 

Mt. Zion-McDonald 

(Linda B. Gatlin 14 PL) 

4 

(Willie Laws),BR 

4 

3 

Mansfield: 



Wesley Foundation, Louisiana State Univ. 



First-Grand Cane 

Kenneth D. Norton 

5 

Donald L. Meeks,BR 

4 

4 

Minister of Service & Outreach 

Mary Jo Babcock 14 DM* 

2 

Wesley Foundation, Southeastern La Univ. 


5 

Wesley-Bonchest 

(Anna Morris Jackson 14 PL) 

1 

(Emile E. Tosso, III FL),BR 

5 

2 

Minden: 



Wesley Foundation, McNeese State Univ. 


3 

First 

John A. Cannon 

3 

Angela C. Bulhof,LC 

7 

1 

Associate 

(Linda K. Shepherd RL) 

6 

Wesley Foundation, Grambling State Univ. 


1 

Lakeview 

Leon A. Boggs 

1 

Connie Breaux % FD,MN 

7 

6 

Mooringsport-Oil City 

(Michael G. Miller FL) 

5 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of La. Monroe 



Pilgrim Rest 

(Samuel L. Bradley 14 PL) 

17 

(T. Alan Johnson FL),MN 

3 

11 

Pine Grove 

(Jerry G. Brannen 14 PL) 

4 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana Tech Univ. 


2 

Plain Dealing 

(Sandra R. DeFatta 14 PL) 

2 

Scott E. Wright,MN 

12 

1 

Pleasant Hill-Pelican 

(Carl D. Munyon RL) 

1 

Tulane University Maximilian O. Zehner,NO 

7 

1 

Pleasant Valley 

T.B.S. 



2 

Ringgold 

John E. Dilworth 

3 

APPOINTED TO OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES 


1 

Rosa 

(Samuel L. Neal % PL) 

(R. Dean Register, Jr. 14 PL) 

1 

North Carolina Jimmy Lee Owens, Jr, MN 

3 


Shiloh-Keatchie 

5 

North Texas Janet Clogston Cavalier,FD,NO 

1 

19 

Shreveport: 



Southwest Texas Germaine Tropez Mathis 14 PE,N04 

15 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth W. Irby 

5 

Indiana LeKisha L.M. Reed,NO 

1 

2 

Associate 

Matthew B. Rawle PE 

3 

Northwest Texas Judith A. Shema,NO 

1 

6 

Associate 

(Kathy S. Wafer FL) 

8 



8 

Associate 

Conrad P. Edwards RM 

11 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES 


3 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe, Jr. 

2 

Armed Forces and Veterans Administration Chaplaincy 


12 

Associate 

Joseph A. Robideaux PE 

2 

U.S. Army, Active Duty Chaplain, Ft. Polk, LA 


10 

Director Of Children’s Ministries 

(Caroline M. Wilkinson 14 PL) 

2 

Joseph E. Hamilton,AC 

2 


Ellerbe Road 

H. Elizabeth Love Tu’uta 

2 

U.S. Military M. Quinn 0’Bannon,BR 

5 

5 

Fairfield-Shady Grove 

Joe D. Connelly 

4 

U.S. Air Force Reserves, Deputy Command Chaplain 



Faith-Pleasant Valley-New Light 

(Oscar E. Player) 

20 

William H. Willis, Sr.,BR 

5 

1 

First 

R. Pat Day 

17 

U.S. Air Force Reserves, Major 


7 

Associate 

Jonathan W. Beck 

4 

Todd W. Mallory 'A PE SH 

1 

1 

Associate 

Derek R. Joyce PE 

1 

Veterans Admin. Medical Center, Chaplain, Shreveport 


1 

Minister of Music 

(Will K. Andress FL) 

38 

Joe D. Connelly 14,SH 

1 

1 

Scholar in Residence 

Donald A. Webb RM 

17 

Health Care Fields, Community Service Organizations and Other Related 


Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Pamela G. Crews FD 

12 

Ministries 


1 

Minister to Senior Adults 

Carl E. Rhoads, III RM 

2 

Chaplain, Our Lady of Lourdes, Lafayette 


22 

Grace Community 

Robert A. Weber 

18 

Walton C. Dunbar,AC 

11 

3 

Associate 

John H. (Sione) Tu’uta 

8 

Chaplain, Tri-Cities Hospice & Counseling Center Kennewick, WA 


13 

Associate 

(Richard P. Varner % PL) 

7 

Jose Garcia,AC 

11 

3 

Lakeview 

M. Theresa McConnell 

1 

Paracletia, Inc. Cathy J. Arends FD,BR 

6 

4 

Mangum 

Steven W. Caraway 

7 

Speech-Lang. Pathologist, DynaVox Technologies 


10 

Noel 

Flint E. Shea 

1 

Carol A. Civils PD,BR 

3 

1 

Associate 

(A. Warren Clifton II 14 PL) 

2 

Chaplain, Lakeland Reg. Med. Ctr., Lakeland, Florida 


3 

Associate 

Todd W. Mallory % PE* 

2 

Deborah L. Drash 14,BR 

3 

3 

Associate 

Mary M. McDowell 14 FD* 

2 

Chaplain of Oncology and Palliative Care Services, East Jefferson 

5 

Minister of Service & Outreach 

Rachel L. Scott 14 DM* 

4 

General Hospital, Metairie, LA 


3 

North Highlands 

Jean Mack Foreman 

2 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin FD,BR 

1 

19 

Northpoint 

Steven W. Fowler PE 

3 

Seaman’s Church Institute of NY and NJ 


11 

Round Grove 

(Donny R. Nedd % PL) 

13 

Michael L. Hammet,BR 

2 

1 

St. James 

Cheri Lee Godwin PE 

1 

Staff Chaplain, Our Lady of the Lake Hosp., 


3 

St. Luke’s 

Terry A. Love 

3 

Janet D. Hogstrom FD,BR 

6 

2 

St. Paul 

Beverly H. Connelly 

1 

La Attorney Disciplinary Board Bernadine Johnson FD,BR 

11 

3 

Summer Grove 

Mark A. Bray 

1 

Chaplain, Dixon Correctional Facility 


7 

Sibley 

(Milton K. Geltz % PL) 

5 

James W. Jones RM,BR 

9 

4 

Springhill 

Walter L. Parker, Jr. 

3 

Deputy Director, Recovery Ministries 


5 

Vivian 

Ellen B. Montegudo 

2 

Amy K. Mercer FD,BR 

4 

13 

Walker’s Chapel 

T.B.S. 


Staff Chaplain, Univ. of Alabama Hosp., Birmingham 


3 

Zwolle: 



Virginia D. Millet,BR 

15 


Haskin Chapel 

(KaTina Y. Lane % PL) 

1 

Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless, Exec. Dir. 


5 

Zwolle-Bayou Scie 

Richard C. Hooton 

6 

Randall K. Nichols,BR 

6 

5 




Chaplain/Bereavement Coordinator, Highland Hospice& Palliative 

Care 

3 




Christine A. Roberts FD,BR 

5 

5 

* Without Pension 
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Soldiers bow their heads in prayer before partaking in the meal provided by First 
UMC in Pineville. The soldiers were taking part in a spiritual life retreat. 

First UMC - Pineville 


First United Methodist Church recently 
hosted a meal for 206 soldiers who were 
participating in a spiritual life retreat. 

Chaplain Wallace Jackson of the 88th 
Army Battalion was facilitating the retreat 
for soldiers in maintenance and quarter¬ 
master companies, which were about to be 
deployed. 

As the soldiers arrived in four chartered 
buses, they were greeted by a group of 
United Methodist Men from the church. 
Members helped prepare and serve the 
meal and spent time talking and visiting 
with the young men and women who came 


from all over the United States. 

During the meal, greetings were given 
by the mayor of Pineville, Clarence Fields, 
who is also a member of First UMC. A few 
words of encouragement were given by 
Alexandria District Superintendant, Rev. 
Ellen Alston and Rev. Ricky Willis, pastor 
of First UMC. The United Methodist Men 
handed to each soldier the devotional book, 
Strength for Service to God and Country, 
to use while serving in Iraq. 

“Please keep these and other men and 
women who serve our country all over the 
world in your prayers,” wrote Rev. Willis. 




Shreveport District UM Men 


Shreveport District United Methodist 
Men’s 5th Annual BBQ Cook-off was held 
at Lake view UMC on May 2. Ten teams 
from district churches participated in the 
cook-off. Immediately following the judg¬ 
ing, over 200 meals were sold and enjoyed. 

The judges were William Peeples, past 
District Superintendent; Ben Ferguson, 
University Club Chef; and David Cox, 


Caddo Parish Commission President. 

Ford Stinson presided over the judging 
assisted by David Hall, Shreveport District 
UMM President and Mike McLallen, 
District Secretary. 

The monies raised are dedicated to 
United Methodist Men projects and to the 
programs of the United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 


St. Francisville UMC 



Members of a St. Francisville United Methodist Church Servant Saturday team 
prepare to do repairs on a mobile home in rural West Feliciana Parish. The 
church’s Servant Saturday Ministry has been in operation since September of 
2008 and grew out of a youth mission trip to Kansas. Teams from the church 
meet on the second Saturday of most months to go out into the community to 
work on projects that vary from picking up trash in an elderly person’s yard to 
repairing homes and hurricane clean-up. 


Camphor Memorial UMC 



Camphor Memorial UMC’s 2009 Man of the Year Willie Johnson stands, back row, 
center, with United Methodist Men of the Year from past years at the church. 
Pictured are George Marcellous, Olan Emerson and, front row, Esaw Wright, 
Rogers Newman, Nathan Smith and Luttrell Cox. Speaking at the Men’s Day 
Service in April was Rev. Davis Clark of Jordan UMC. 


Williams named to disaster response post 


Gerald Williams has been named by 
the Louisiana Annual Conference 
Disaster Response Ministry as the new 
Station Manager for a Special Project for 
the New Iberia Area. 

Gerald is a member of First United 
Methodist Church of New Iberia and for¬ 
merly a member of St. Luke’s UMC of 
New Orleans. Williams serves on the 


Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
and Commission on Equitable 
Compensation for the Conference. 

This station will be funded by a spe¬ 
cial contract from Catholic Charities 
USA. Operations will be located at First 
United Methodist Church, New Iberia 
and will cover Iberia, St. Martin and St. 
Mary parishes. 











































JUNE 12, 2009 


Louisiana Confereno^'^'? 


7 



Asbury UMC - Lafayette 


Asbury UMC in Lafayette started a 
new program in January with their 
Children’s Ministry. It’s the new Asbury 
Academy and the program targets children 
in grades 3 through 6. The Academy meets 
once a month for one hour as adults teach 
basic life skills such as gardening, sewing 
and mechanics. Youngsters learned car¬ 
pentry and how to build bird houses in 
May. The summer months include theatre 
and drama for June, cooking in July and art 
in August. The Academy classes continue 
through the rest of the year ending in grad¬ 
uation night on December 14 when the 
children will receive “diplomas”. 

This ministry to children has been 
opened to all children in the community as 
well as those whose families attend Asbury. 
Lynley Jones, Director of Children’s 


Ministry, says this is one of her very 
favorite outreaches in the church because 
she has the privilege of seeing immediate 
results. Following the very first class on 
gardening, a mom related the story of her 
two children digging a 2-foot hole right in 
the middle of her front yard to plant a bush 
and flowers. After the Academy class 
related to sewing, a mom called to say her 
daughter sewed a button on her uniform 
the very next day. 

How did Lynley Jones come up with 
this idea of teaching children basic life 
skills as part of the curriculum at Asbury? 
A couple of years ago, her 13-year-old son 
took a 10-day trip to D.C. and called home 
in distress-a button popped off his shirt and 
he hadn’t a clue how to sew it back on. 
Thus was bom Asbury Academy! 


The Well UMC 



Ground was broken in April for the church building for The Well, a new church 
start serving the Hammond/Tangipahoa area. Over 90 people were in attendance 
for the event. Pictured at the groundbreaking are, left to right, Rev. Dr. M. Jack 
O’Dell, pastor of The Well; Bishop William W. Hutchinson; Rev. Larry Miller, 
Conference Treasurer; Rev. Dr. Ramonalyn Bethley, New Orleans District 
Superintendent; and the Honorable Mayson Foster, Mayor of Hammond. 

The building is being financed by The United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana 
with the assistance of the New Orleans District. 


Benton UMC 



Benton United Methodist Church conducted a paperback book drive called “P- 
farmin’ for Paperbacks” during the month of April. The book drive was held on 
behalf of the inmate library at the Bossier Parish Minimum Security Prison. The 
congregation collected and contributed over 400 paperback books for use by the 
inmates incarcerated in the facility. Rev. Lynn Malone, senior pastor for Benton 
UMC, is pictured with Bossier Parish Sheriffs Dept. Capt. Rucker, warden of the 
facility. 


Asbury UMC - Natchitoches 



Pictured from left to right at the Green Leaf Tea are Belinda W. Hearnes, Sarah 
W. Lacaze, Dr. Marcia Avery, Kenyatta B. Helaire and Laquitta B. Jackson. 


Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Natchitoches held its 47th Annual Green 
Leaf Tea on April 26. 

The tea is a spiritual and social gather¬ 
ing as well as a fund raiser for the church’s 
benevolence fund. The event was started 


by Emma Willoughby while Rev. George 
L. Thomas served as pastor of the church. 

Dr. Marcia Avery, the wife of Rev. Don 
Avery of First UMC in Natchitoches, 
served as speaker for the event. 


UM Men’s Conference 

More than 55 men representing all 
seven districts in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference attended the United Methodist 
Men’s Conference Training and Retreat 
held at The Wesley Center April 17-18. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson; David 
Delk, president of Man In The Mirror; and 
Rev. Warren Clifton of Noel Methodist 
Church presented new ideas for “Reaching 
Every Man.” 

Barney Babin, LCUMM Secretary, 
installed several bricks into the Memorial 
area around the flag pole at the center prior 
to the conference. 
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Appointments 2009 


Appointments, from page 5 


Transformation Consultant Richard T. Stiltner RM,BR 4 

Exec. Director/CEO, Recovery Ministries 

Darryl A. TateBR 4 

Chaplain, Memorial Hospital, Lake Charles 

David R. DeWitt, LC 17 

Chaplain, Harris County Psych. Center, Houston, TX 

A. Swindell Hodges, Jr.,LC 11 

Chaplain, Houston Hospice, Houston TX 

Daniel H. Miller,LC 12 

Chap./Dir. of Christ. Ed., Methodist Child. Home 

Mickey D. Stringfield,MN 16 

C.P.E., E. Jefferson General Hospital, Metairie 

Alfred C. Bakewell, III,NO 5 

The People’s Institute C. David Billings, Jr.,NO 3 

Organizational Effectiveness Spec., E. Jeff. Hosp. 

M. Janet Davis FD,NO 4 

McFarland Institute, Chaplain W. Jefferson Hospital 

Barbara S. Duke,NO 4 

Hospitality & Volunteer Coordinator 

Curtiss D. Eden RM,NO 3 

Chaplain, St. Luke’s Episcopal Hosp., Houston, Tx. 

Cindy M. Graber,NO 7 

Chaplain/Pastoral Counselor, 

M.D. Anderson Hospital, Houston, TX 

Maria J. Kennedy,NO 11 

Belief-Focused Care & Healing, Springfield, IL 

Roy B. Nash RM,NO 10 

Wesley Comm. Center, Atlanta, GBGM 

William C. Taylor,NO 27 

Executive Director, Educational Council for 

Hope and Opportunity, Inc. Dianne P. Wooden PD,NO 1 

Seeds of Light Patricia Teel Bates FD,SH 1 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner/Sutton Children’s NICU, Schumpert Health 
System, Shreveport Hubert F. Debo FD,SH 5 

Director, Them Bones Ministry David F. Fortuna !4,SH 1 

Certified Pastoral Care Specialist, Clergy Congregational Care, Samaritan 
Counseling Center Todd W. Mallory !4 PE,SH 1 

Community Outreach Coordinator, Cancer Treatment Center, Christus 
SchumpertHealth System, Shreveport 

Mary M. McDowell FD,SH 3 


Appointments Beyond the Ministry Usually Extended Through the Local 
Church 

Exec. Dir., Community Media, Inc. 

Durham, North Carolina Cathy S. Carlson,MN 34 


Special Appointments to Other Valid Ministries 
Appointed to Attend School 
Cliff College 

Louisiana Tech University 
Louisiana Tech University 
Incapacity Leave 


S. Brian Yeich,SH 
Coney L. DeHart PD,SH 
Laralee W DeHart PD,SH 


Personal Leave of Absence 


Family Leave 

Transitional Leave of Absence 


William A. Rowell, Jr.,AC 
Barry D. Dennis,AL 
Sidney Earl Irvin,AL 
(Thomas C. Beeler FL)BR 
Jerry L. Johnson,BR 

J. Sidney Montegudo FD,BR 
Lorris M. Wimberly,BR 

K. Dale Hensarling,LC 
(Charles R. Cosentino FL),MN 
Lance E. Brown PM,NO 

T. Nichols Evans, Jr. NO 

Katherine G. Howell,AL 
Gregory G. Mann,NO 
Karen D. Williams,NO 
Bryan S. Dauphin,SH 
Steven R. Kelly,SH 
Walter L. Parr, Jr.,SH 


Heide E. Davis,SH 


2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

29 

3 

5 

10 

1 

1 

9 

13 

5 

1 

6 
8 
8 
2 
9 


1 


Deaconesses 

Executive Director, UMCOR Sager-Brown Kathlyne Kraiza,AC 

Carolina Labrada R,AL 

Community Ministries, Baton Rouge Hallique L. Dawson,BR 

Exec. Dir., Church & Community Worker, North Rampart C. C. 

Joanne Finley,NO 
Juanita L. Ivie R,NO 

Transferred Out 


Victor T. McCullough 
Transferred In 
Tamlyn J. Aubushon 


Oklahoma 


Kansas West 


June 1, 2009 
June 1, 2009 



First UMC - Columbia 


First United Methodist Church of Columbia celebrat¬ 
ed the re-dedication of their recently refurbished 
building on Sunday, March 29. Bishop William 
Hutchinson was on hand, along with the Monroe 
District Superintendent, Rev. Bob Burgess and the 
pastor, Rev. Stuart Sherman, to participate in the 
service of re-dedication. Starting the Saturday after 
Easter of 2008, the United Methodist Men of the 
church began to refurbish the entire outside of the 
historic church building. The men completed the job 
working 40 days during the next several months. 
During the service, four of the men of the church 
were presented with silver hammer awards. Mike 
Thirion, leader of the project, was presented with a 
golden hammer award. Bishop Hutchinson brought 
the message during the service. Following the serv¬ 
ice, a fellowship lunch was provided for all in atten¬ 
dance. 


10th National Gathering of 
United Methodist Men 

“Focus on the Cross” 

July 10-12, 2009 

Belmont University 
Nashville, Tenn. 

For more information, visit the website at 
www. gcumm. org/nationalgathering 


Nine ordained as elders during conference 


Nine persons were ordained elders in 
full connection with the conference dur¬ 
ing the Ordination and Commissioning 
Services held June 8 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Pontchartrain Center in Kenner, La. 

Those ordained as elders were 
Andrew Douglas Durbin, Susan Marie 
Mack Ferguson, Stephen Newell Fife, 
Jacqueline E. C. King, Mollie Ann 
McGee, Raymon LaFayette Owens, Jr., 
William Norman Sheffield, III, Ray 
Lamar Varnado and Deborah Bernice 
Williams. 

Patricia Teel Bates, Martha Janet 
Davis and Mary Margaret McDowell 
were ordained deacons in full connection 
with the conference. 

William Bradley Franklin, Cheri Lee 
Godwin, Derek Raymond Joyce, Todd 
William Mallory, Ashley Jalyn McGuire, 
William Brian Mercer, Lewis Malcolm 
Morris, Jr., La’Sheena S. S. Simmons, 
Susie Hiss Thomas and Jared Roland 


Williams were commissioned as provi¬ 
sional elders. 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin, Herbert 
Willard McGuin, III, C. Shannon 
Sandifer, and Dianne Piper Wooden 
were commissioned as provisional dea¬ 
cons. 

Virginia Phillips Allen had orders rec¬ 
ognized from another Christian denomi¬ 
nation and was accepted in full connec¬ 
tion as an ordained elder. Billie Eugene 
Strawbridge was recognized as having 
been elected as an associate member. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson served 
as preacher at the service, with a sermon 
titled “Held Captive by Sleeping 
Jailers.” 

Pre-service music was provided at 7 
p.m. by the musical group “Committed” 
from Gretna UMC. A combined choir 
from the New Orleans District per¬ 
formed during the service under the 
direction of Dr. Meg Hulley Frazier. 


Centenary 

SHREVEPORT, 

La.—The Centenary 
College Board of 
Trustees announced 
the appointment of B. 

David Rowe, Ph.D., 
as the next president 
of Centenary College 
of Louisiana. 

Rowe has served 
for the past nine years 
as the Vice President 
for Advancement at LaGrange College in 
LaGrange , Ga. He will officially take 
office August 1 and will succeed Dr. Ken 
Schwab, who announced his retirement 
earlier this year. 

Rowe, who will turn 44 in June, is a 
Texas native and ordained United 
Methodist minister who has distinguished 
himself in higher education circles. 


His reputation as a strategic thinker and 
visionary, a leader in matters related to sus¬ 
tainability—including work as an organizer 
of the Methodist Global Ethics Initiative— 
and as an accomplished fundraiser were 
attractive to the search committee. He has 
led LaGrange in its $65 million Defining 
Moment comprehensive campaign, which 
is on the verge of completion and featured 
the construction of a new 45,000 square- 
foot library. 

“I am humbled by my selection as 
Centenary’s next leader,” Rowe said. “The 
institution’s academic reputation, prestige 
among its peers and church connectedness 
are the envy of many. 

“Now, I look forward to working with 
the Centenary community to imagine and 
write the next great chapter in the college’s 
story.” 


Focus 2009 

“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made” 

Quadrennial Conference for All People in Ministry 

with Children 

July 21 - 24, 2009 
Pre-Conference: July 20, 2009 
Marriott Indianapolis East 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Innovative workshops • Unique Worship Experiences • 
Networking Opportunities • Inspiring Preachers • Dynamic 
Speakers • Extensive Resource Center • Cokesbury book¬ 
store • Activities for Children and Youth 

For more information visit the website at 
www.gbod.org/focus2009 


names new president 



David Rowe, PhD 
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Churches that paid 100 percent of 2008 apportionments 


ACADIANA DISTRICT 


CHURCH NAME 
ABBEVILLE 
BAYOU BLUE, 
BERWICK, FIRST 
CLANTON CHAPEL 
ST. PAUL - FRANKLIN 
ASBURY 
TRINITY 

FRANKLIN, FIRST 

MCGOWEN 

HOUMA, FIRST 

WESLEY 

MT. VERNON 

JEANERETTE, 

ST PAUL 
FITZGERALD 
MT ZION 
ST PETER 

MALLALIEU 

ASBURY 

COVENANT 

LAFAYETTE, FIRST 

LYDIA 

MEMORIAL 

MELVILLE 

PALMETTO 

PHARR CHAPEL 

MASON 

WESLEY 

WOODLAWN 

FIRST 

ST JAMES 

BRIGGS 

MT ZION 

NEW IBERIA, FIRST 

ROSEDALE 

LOUISIANA 

MEMORIAL 

ST. MARK 

PATTERSON 

KROTZ SPRINGS 

LOTTIE, 

WILSON MEMORIAL 
SCOTT CHAPEL 
ST PAUL 
LOTTIE, WILEY 
GREEN CHAPEL 
CALVARY 

THIBODAUX, FIRST 
VACHERIE 
MAGNOLIA 
MARINGOUIN, 

ST. PETER 

LUTCHER 

DONALDSONVILLE, 

ST.PETER 

ST. JAMES 

BELLE ROSE 

LUTCHER CHAPEL 

MARINGOUIN, 

SHILOH 

PLAQUEMINE, FIRST 
GRAND RIVER 
HURST CHAPEL 
ST. LUKE 
HARTZELL 
FAITH COMMUNITY 


PASTOR NAME 
JOHN L. VINING 
JEFFREY CALVIN DUKE 
MARY AMANDA CARPENTER 
CYRIL A. VERRET 
DARREL W. BRIGGS 

BARRY A. WHITTINGTON 
ERIN J. OLIVER 
ERIN J. OLIVER 
R. DON ROSS 
TERRY A. LINDSEY 
JOSEPH HOLLAND 
DARREL W. BRIGGS 

CHARLES EDWARD HILL 
CHARLES EDWARD HILL 
EUGENE JAMES ANTHONY 
HEBERT 

EUGENE JAMES ANTHONY 
HEBERT 

TROY EDWARD BOYD 
CHRIS A. BLANCHARD 
JAN C. HOLLOWAY 
ROBERT W. CORMIER 
JARED ANDREW FOREMAN 
KENNETH B. CHAPMAN 
KENNETH B. CHAPMAN 
LAMAR C. OLIVER 
ELAINE C. SMITH 
ALBERT HOLLAND 
ALBERT HOLLAND 
SCOTT T. BULLOCK 
JUNIUS EGBY 
CHARLES EDWARD HILL 
BARRY A. WHITTINGTON 
JEREMY S. JONES 
JEREMY S. JONES 
PAMELA FITCH ROY 

CLIFTON C. CONRAD 
AARON J. CARPENTER 
CAGE M. MCLEMORE 
CAGE M. MCLEMORE 

INITAL. SMITH 
MARVETTE J. THOMAS 
LAURENCE E. HALL 
LAURENCE E. HALL 
ROBERT E. JOHNSON 
DONALD LAMAR WILKINSON 
TERRY A. LINDSEY 
ROBERT E. JOHNSON 
EMMETT C. COLLINS 

BARBARA J. BEAUMONT 
GAYNELL R. SIMON 

ELVA JACOBS 

ELVA JACOBS 
EMMETT C. COLLINS 

STEPHEN C. FLEMING 
EARLINE T. GUIDRY 
THOMAS A. WESLEY 
THOMAS A. WESLEY 
ULYSSE STEPHENS 
CORY L. SPARKS 


ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 


CHURCH NAME 
ALEXANDRIA, FIRST 
HORSESHOE DRIVE 
NEWMAN 
ALEXANDRIA, 

ST. MARKS 

TRINITY 

WILTON 

ATLANTA 

COULEY 


PASTOR NAME 
BARRY HOEKSTRA 
TRACY L. MACKENZIE 
JOSEPH D. AWOTWI 
OSSIE D. CLARK 

ROBERT E. GUTH 
JASON W. JACOB 
JIM ELDER 
THOMAS G. MAY 


BETHEL 
BOYCE, FIRST 
LAHEY CHAPEL 
UNION 

ST. MARKS MELDER 
DAVID HAAS 
MEMORIAL 
WHITE’S CHAPEL 
CAMPTI ST. PAUL 
MT. ZION 
COLFAX 
CHENEYVILLE, 

ST. PAUL 
EDEN 

GLENMORA 

FELLOWSHIP 

JENA, 

NOLLEY MEMORIAL 
BELAH 

EFFIE, OAK GROVE 

LECOMPTE 

BAYOU CHICOT 

CHENEYVILLE 

MARKSVILLE 

EVERGREEN 

SIMMESPORT 

BEULAH 

MONTGOMERY 

MONTGOMERY, 

MT. ZION 
ASBURY 
EMMANUEL 
WEAVER UMC 
NATCHITOCHES, 
FIRST 

OAK GROVE 

OLLA 

URANIA 

PALESTINE 

PLEASANT GROVE 

BOONEVILLE, 

WESLEY 

POLLOCK 

LIBERTY CHAPEL 

SANDERS CHAPEL 

STRANGE 

TROUT, 

JUSTISS MEMORIAL 

WINNFIELD, FIRST 

PINE PRAIRIE 

OAKDALE 

FERRIDAY 

HARRISONBURG 

VIDALIA 

MANY 


GLADYS MILLER 
EDDIE CARPENTER 
DAVID NUGENT 
JOSEPH D. AWOTWI 
HURVEY SWEAZIE 
JOE A. HOOVER 

JOE A. HOOVER 
HURVEY SWEAZIE 
HURVEY SWEAZIE 
JASON SHEPPARD 
MARY LOUISE JONES 

P CURTIS CARROLL 
EDDIE E. MORGAN 
ROBERT E. GUTH 
LYNDLE R. BULLARD 

LYNDLE R. BULLARD 
ANTONIO E RANERO 
ROSS C. FORD 
ROSS C. FORD 
ROSS C. FORD 
ANTONIO E RANERO 
GARY L. VAN HORN 
ANTONIO E RANERO 
LAWANDA SMITH 
JIM ELDER 
JIM ELDER 

JAMES A. GRAHAM 
JAMES A. GRAHAM 
CAROLYN FLETCHER 
DONALD R. AVERY 

JOHN R. FOSTER 
P CURTIS CARROLL 
P CURTIS CARROLL 
KATHERINE G. HOWELL 
KATHERINE S. MORRIS 
JAMES E. RAY 

EDDIE CARPENTER 
EDDIE CARPENTER 
THOMAS G. MAY 
JOHN Q DOE 
P CURTIS CARROLL 

MARK J. GOINS 
EDDIE E. MORGAN 
EDDIE E. MORGAN 
LEON L ZORDAN 
DAVID C. CARLTON 
LEON L ZORDAN 
C. FRANCES J. HOOTON 


BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 


CHURCH NAME 
BLACKWATER 
BAKER, FIRST 
BROADMOOR 
CAMPHOR 
MEMORIAL 
BATON ROUGE, 
FIRST 

FRANCIS ASBURY 

HUGHES MEMORIAL 

INGLESIDE 

JEFFERSON 

JORDAN 

NEELY 

ST. ANDREWS 
ST. JOHN’S 
ST. LUKE’S 
ST. MARK 
ST. PAUL 
DEERFORD 
UNIVERSITY 
WESLEY 
CLINTON 
CLEAR CREEK 
MT. ZION 
ST. PAUL 


PASTOR NAME 
WILLIAM A. MOON 
EARNEST EUGENE RIVES 
FRED B. WIDEMAN 
DARLENE ANITA MOORE 

CHRISTOPHER H. ANDREWS 

WILLIAM ODELL SIMMONS 
CONSTANCE R. SAIZON 
DAVID L. BRICKER 
HULEN C. WARREN 
DAVIS W. CLARK 
ARNOLD V. BROWN 
LARRY DEAN O’DELL 
TIMOTHY E. LAWSON 
WILLIS RAY CURTIS 
DERRICK D. HILLS 
WILLIS RAY CURTIS 
JIMMIE S. PARKER 
VAN A. STINSON 
E. ANDREW GOFF 
KENNETH M. GRAHAM 
KENNETH M. GRAHAM 
WILLIS LAWS 
WILLIS LAWS 


ST. PETER 
JACKSON CHAPEL 
ST. JAMES 
CARPENTERS 
CHAPEL 

GONZALES, FIRST 

MAGNOLIA 

JACKSON 

ETHEL 

ST. LANDRY 

HOPE COMMUNITY 

SCOTT 

MEADOWS CHAPEL 
BETHEL 

ANDREW CHAPEL 
FAITHFUL UMC 
NEW RIVER UMC 
ST. FRANCISVILLE 
SLAUGHTER 
BLUFF CREEK 
NEW HOPE 
CONCORD 
TUNICA 
WESLEY 
ASBURY 
BEECH GROVE 
MOSES CHAPEL 

MT. CARMEL 
ZACHARY, FIRST 
AMITE 

INDEPENDENCE 

DAY’S 

CENTER 

DARLINGTON 

DENHAM SPRINGS, 

FIRST 

ROBERT’S 

ST. LUKE 

GREENSBURG 
WESLEY CHAPEL 
HAMMOND, FIRST 
JAMES CHAPEL 
LEE’S LANDING 
KENTWOOD 
MT HERMON 
LIVINGSTON 
LORANGER 
COOPER’S CHAPEL 
PINE GROVE 
MONTPELIER 
NESOM MEMORIAL 
PINE RIDGE 
TANGIPAHOA 
PONCHATOULA, 
FIRST 

WESLEY CHAPEL 
SPRINGFIELD FIRST 
HUFF CHAPEL 
ST. JAMES 
WALKER 

MANGUM CHAPEL 

FRIENDSHIP 

CORBIN 

LIVE OAK WATSON 


CHERLESS HENRY MILLER 
CHERLESS HENRY MILLER 
GAYNELL R. SIMON 
L. JOHN LOCASCIO 

GARY DON WILLIS 
FRANKLIN R. PENNINGTON 
RHONDA E. FEURTADO 
RHONDA E. FEURTADO 
CONSTANCE R. SAIZON 
HENRY LOUIS JONES 
WILLIE LAWS 
VIRGINIA P. ALLEN 
EARNEST EUGENE RIVES 
ISAAC L. HAMMOND 
KIMBRAH. HAMMETT 
KIMBRAH. HAMMETT 
DANIEL P. GLEASON 
BETTY ANNE MCCARVER 
BETTY ANNE MCCARVER 
JESSE L. MEANS 
JESSE L. MEANS 
MICHAEL CLARK 
GREGORY MCCLAY 
GREGORY MCCLAY 
INITAL. SMITH 
GLORIOUS MORGAN 
WRIGHT 

CHERLESS HENRY MILLER 
GREGORY RAYMOND DAVIS 
BRADYS. WHITTON 
BRADYS. WHITTON 
LARRY D. ROBERTSON 
LARRY D. ROBERTSON 
PAUL W. CARTER 
ROBERT L. DEICH 

DEBORAH B. WILLIAMS 
MARGUERITE JORDAN 
RHEAMS 

LAM ARYL IS SMITH COTTEN 
LAMARYLIS SMITH COTTEN 
JOSEPH M. DONAKEY 
MARK A. LUBBOCK 
MARK A. LUBBOCK 
PERCY MAC FRAZIER 
PERCY MAC FRAZIER 
STEPHEN HEBERT 
LORRIS M. WIMBERLY 
LORRIS M. WIMBERLY 
JIMMIE S. PARKER 
LEWIS M. MORRIS 
ERNEST RAND GUY 
KEVIN D. SMITH 
KEVIN D. SMITH 
J. THOMAS LOGAN 

MARK A. LUBBOCK 
EMILE E. TOSSO 
MILTON E. BOURQUE 
ERICA R. JENKINS 
JERRY L. JOHNSON 
TIMA. GILMORE 
LEWIS M. MORRIS 
LEWIS M. MORRIS 
MARK EDWARD CROSBY 


EUNICE, FIRST TRUMAN P. STAGG 

FAIRVIEW RICHARD A. BAGGETT 

FLORIEN PROSPECT RAYMOND H. LEIDIG 


LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 


CHURCH NAME 
INDIAN BAYOU 
CENTENARY 
CAMERON, 
WAKEFIELD 
GRAND CHENIER 
CHURCH POINT 
IOTA 

CROWLEY, FIRST 

DEQUINCY 

DERIDDER, FIRST 

DERIDDER WESLEY 

MERRYVILLE 

EBENEZER 

BRANCH 


PASTOR NAME 
G. LARRY MAXWELL 
CHARLES L. FLOYD 
ROBERT E. HOLLIS 

ROBERT E. HOLLIS 
RICHARD O. TEETER 
TRUMAN P. STAGG 
K. DALE HENSARLING 
GERALD R. CRISE 
MICHAEL D. MCLAURIN 
JAMES C. SKINNER 
JAMES C. SKINNER 
CHARLES L. FLOYD 
CHARLES L. FLOYD 


HORNBECK 

GUEYDAN 

KAPLAN 

HOPEWELL 

PINE GROVE 

IOWA, FIRST 

JENNINGS 

KINDER 

ELIZABETH 

LAKE CHARLES, 

FIRST 

OAK PARK 

ST. LUKE-SIMPSON 

LAKE CHARLES, 

UNIVERSITY 

WARREN 

LEESVILLE, FIRST 
HOLLY GROVE 


RAYMOND H. LEIDIG 
DOUGLAS E. MILLIRON 
G. LARRY MAXWELL 
MARYANN CARLSON 
MARYANN CARLSON 
DAVID R. DEWITT 
JOSHUA D. MILLIRON 
TRUMAN P. STAGG 
MARYANN CARLSON 
RICHARD H. HUMPHRIES 

SHAWN THOMAS HORNSBY 
KARL S. KLAUS 
CHARLES ROBERT 
LANGFORD 

LAWRENCE P. GAINES 
HENRY M. HAMILTON 
DAVID STEWART 


LEESVILLE MT. ZION DIANNE ALLEN JONES 


MACEDONIA 
MOSS BLUFF 
OBERLIN 
BASILE 
RAYMOND 
ELTON 
ROANOKE 
LAKE ARTHUR 
SQUYRES 
SULPHUR, 

HENNING MEMORIAL 


DIANNE ALLEN JONES 
J. PENN MORGAN 
ALAN ROSEGRANT 
ALAN ROSEGRANT 
LISAE. L. TURNBULL 
ALAN ROSEGRANT 
LISAE. L. TURNBULL 
DOUGLAS E. MILLIRON 
JUAN CARLOS HUERTAS 
TIMOTHY J. NEUSTIFTER 

NANCY E. WOFFORD 


SULPHUR, 

MAPLEWOOD 

SULPHUR, WESLEY LEON A. BOGGS 
HACKBERRY 
SWEETLAKE 
VINTON, 

WELSH MEMORIAL 
WELSH FIRST 
HAYES 
MALLALIEU 
WESTLAKE 


LEON A. BOGGS 
ROBERT E. HOLLIS 
KATHY C. FITZHUGH 


CHARLES W. CREWS 
CHARLES W. CREWS 
ROY A. JEFFERSON 
ELIZABETH M. NORTHEN 


MONROE DISTRICT 


CHURCHNAME 
BASTROP, FIRST 
REILY MEMORIAL 
MEMORIAL 
MER ROUGE 
MT. OLIVE 
BEEKMAN 
BOEUF PRAIRIE 
FIRST 
HEBERT 
CREW LAKE 
LITTLE CREEK 
UNION 
DELHI 

CROWVILLE 

EPPS 

PIONEER 

GRAYSON 

KILBOURNE 

LOCUST GROVE 

LAKE PROVIDENCE 

MANGHAM 

FIRST 

LEA JOYNER 

MEMORIAL 

MONROE, 

MEMORIAL 

REVEILLE 

ST. JAMES 

ST. MARK’S 

ST. PAUL’S 

NEWELLTON UNION 

OAK GROVE 

OAK RIDGE 

RAYVILLE 

HOLLY RIDGE 


PASTORNAME 
MARK B. BENGE 
MARK B. BENGE 
SAMUEL P. EMANUEL 
SAMUEL P. EMANUEL 
ROBERT A BRADFORD 
BRETT PICKERING 
REX STEPHEN BARKER 
M. STUART SHERMAN 
M. STUART SHERMAN 
MARSHALL A. SEVIER 
WILLARD WAYNE RAY 
WILLARD WAYNE RAY 
CHRISTAN L. THOMAS 
CHRISTAN L. THOMAS 
JASON KLAY HARRISON 
JASON KLAY HARRISON 
CHRISTMAS CAROL WILBUR 
WILLIAM H. MCLAIN 
WILLIAM H. MCLAIN 
OWEN H. PEYTON 
MARSHALL A. SEVIER 
R. LARRY STAFFORD 
WELDON C. BARES 

DANNY D. BASKIN 

MARCELLE F. CROW 
T.B.S. ST. JAMES 
LYSBETH B. COCKRELL 
J. RODDY TAYLOR 
JOHN HENRY WILKINS 
WILLIAM H. MCLAIN 
JUDITH D. BAZER 
TED D. FREELAND 
WILLIAM G. WALLER 


See Apportionments, page 
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2009 Retirees 




Fisher 


Henderson 




ef 

Henry 

Hollis 

- • 


o 

y 


A 1 

Logan 

Morgan 



Rowland Sheppard 

The 2009 class of clergy retirees 
were honored during the traditional 
“Passing of the Mantle” service in the 
Pontchartrain Center. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
led the congregants in the recognition 
and blessing of the retirees. 

For the ceremonial “passing of the 
mantle,” Rev. Freddie Henderson 
represented the retiring class and Rev. 
Jacqueline E. C. King represented the 
new full connection class. 

The members of this year’s retiring 
class included the following pictured 
persons: Kenneth M. Fisher, Fredie C. 
Henderson, Willie Lee Henry, Robert 
E. Hollis, J.Thomas Logan, J. Penn 
Morgan, Robert Gene Rowland and 
Doris. R. Sheppard. 

Also in the 2009 retiree class were 
Mary Sloan Baugh, Charles R. 
Cosentino, Lawrence W. Howington 
and Inez Daggs Williams. 

Their pictures were not available at 
press time. 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


2009 Daughenbaugh - Matheny scholars honored 




4 


r **» 

Harris 

Baton Rouge 



Connell 
Lake Charles 



Gardner 

Monroe 





Jones 

Monroe 


Stockton 

Monroe 


Bouligny 
New Orleans 


Picture 

not 

available 


Franklin 
New Orleans 



Lehman 
New Orleans 



Marshall 
New Orleans 


O’Dell 

New Orleans 



Bowers 

Shreveport 




Dark 

Shreveport 



LaGrone 

Shreveport 



McConnell-Switzer Stutts 

Shreveport Shreveport 



Teaseau 

Shreveport 


The recipients are listed below by 
the school each is attending: 

Centenary 

Andrew Bowers, Morgan Brewton, 


Anna Connell, Leah Dark, Sarah Duet, 
Sara Gardner, Jason Harris, Carrie Ann 
Jones, Sunny LaGrone, Jessica 
Lehman, Rachel McConnell-Switzer, 
Noah O’Dell, Macy Stockton, April 


Stutts, Marissa Teauseau. 

Dillard 

Joshua Bouligny, Kandyce Franklin, 
Deveny Marshall. 


Local Pastors and Licensed to Preach recognized 


The Recognition of Local Pastors and 
those completing License to Preach School 
was held June 8 at the Pontchartrain Center 
in the early afternoon. 

Eight people were recognized for com¬ 
pleting License to Preach School. Those 
with an asterisk by their name also 
received their first appointment to serve as 
local pastors. They are: Mary Ann Carlson, 
Clark L. Clark, Margaret B. “Linda” Clark, 


Jason Lee Harris, Kenneth Wallace Holt*, 
John T. Krause, Gladys Earlene Miller, 
and Dalton Edward Rushing, Jr. 

Anna Morris Jackson, KaTina Jackson 
Lane, Samuel Lynn Neal and Gwendolyn 
A. Streams completed License to Preach 
School last year, are approved, and are 
receiving their first appointments. 

Those recognized as local pastors hav¬ 
ing completed the Course of Study School 


are Thomas Eugene Dungan, William 
Franklin Foster, Pattye Dial Hewitt, Elva 
Jacobs, Cheryl Long Nelson and Glorious 
Morgan Wright. 

Becky Poor was recognized for obtain¬ 
ing Professional Certification in Christian 
Education. 
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Apportionments, from page 9 


ST. ANDREW’S 

BARTHOLOMEW 

ST. JOSEPH 

ST. PETER 

TALLULLAH 

MT. SINAI 

MT. NEBO 

LAWSON CHAPEL 

ASBURY 

CLAIBORNE 

FAITH 

WEST MONROE, 

FIRST 

MCGUIRE 

WOODLAWN 

WINNSBORO, FIRST 

GILBERT 

WISNER 

ANSLEY 

BERNICE 

SUMMERFIELD 

BEULAH 

CENTERPOINT 

CHATHAM 

CHOUDRANT 

DOUGLAS 

DOWNSVILLE 

DUBACH 

EROS 

ANTIOCH EROS 

FARMERVILLE 

HODGE 

DODSON 

NEW HOPE 

INDIAN VILLAGE 

JONESBORO 

MARION 

SIMSBORO, 

MEMORIAL 

SALEM 

MOUNT ZION 

QUITMAN 

CLAY 

ANTIOCH 

GRACE 

TRINITY 

WESLEY CHAPEL 


JUDITH D. BAZER 
BRETT PICKERING 
RAYMON L. OWENS 
SONIA D. GEE 
JOHN R. KAVANAUGH 
ISAAC BROWN 
ISAAC BROWN 
SONIA D. GEE 
NEWTON M. HORNE 
WILLIAM F. FOSTER 
JAMES W. BARRETT 
JON E. TELLIFERO 

MICHAEL T. HEAD 
NEWTON M. HORNE 
JOHN G. HANKINS 
ANDREW L. HITCHCOCK 
FRANCES I. GUY 
DALTON EDWARD RUSHING 
JOHNIE W. ADKINS 
JOHNIE W. ADKINS 
LISATHOMISEE MAYO 
DALTON EDWARD RUSHING 
LALA B. COOPER 
WILLIAM EDWARD SMITH 
M. ROLLY WALKER 
GLORIA L. YOUNGBLOOD 
DONALD WILLIAM LANIER 
JOSEPH ZHONG GUO 
JOSEPH ZHONG GUO 
KIBBIE E. HATFIELD 
BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
WILLIAM EDWARD SMITH 
BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
MATTHEW D FOREMAN 
ROSS W. GENGER 

ROSS W. GENGER 
WANDAS. COSENTINO 
LETTY L. STRAWBRIDGE 
JOHN E. FINCH 
T.B.S. ANTIOCH 
A. WAYNE EVANS 
JERRY G. HILBUN 
DALTON R. SHOVAN 


NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 


CHURCHNAME 

ALGIERS 


PASTORNAME 
RAY L. VARNADO 


TRINITY 

GENE M. FAURIE 

ST. TIMOTHY, 

JAMES W. MITCHELL 

CHALMETTE, 

JEFFERY D. CONNER 

NORTHSHORE 


COVENANT 


PEARL RIVER 

BENJAMIN N. MCGEHEE 

ST. CHARLES 

JULIET P SPENCER 

ALDERSGATE 

MARIE PALMER WILLIAMS 

GOLDEN MEADOW 

JAMES WENDELL REID 

SLIDELL, FIRST 

WYBRA JOSEPH PRICE 

GRAND ISLE 

JAMES WENDELL REID 

HARTZELL MT. ZION 

ERNEST E. SCOTT 

BOYNTON 

KERMIT CURTIS ROBERSON 

SUN 

PAUL M. CORSE 

kENNER, FIRST 

STEVEN W. BUSH 

VARNADO 

LAWRENCE K. BENSON 

EL MESIAS 

SAMUEL CALVO 



THOMAS 

LAPLACE, FIRST 

ANICE N. MOSES 

MARK A. BRAY 

SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 

LULING 

WAYNE GREY TAYLOR 



METAIRIE 

JON M. LORD 

CHURCH NAME 

PASTOR NAME 

MUNHOLLAND 

MALCOLM EUGENE FINNELL 

HASKIN CHAPEL 

ANNA MORRIS-JACKSON 

ASBURY 

ANDREW J. DOUGLAS 

ARCADIA, FIRST 

JAYNE TRAMMELL-KELLY 

ST. MATTHEW 

ANDREW J. DOUGLAS 

MT. MARIAH 

JAYNE TRAMMELL-KELLY 

BETHANY 

HADLEY R. EDWARDS 

ARIZONA 

WILLARD WRAY MOORE 

BROOKS SHAW 

EUNICE CHIGUMIRA 

ATHENS 

CHARLES R. PENUELL 

TEMPLE 


BIENVILLE 

JACK SUTTON 

CARROLLTON 

JON M. LORD 

BRUSHWOOD 

JOHN H. LAVO 

CORNERSTONE 

JEFFERY D. CONNER 

GIBSLAND 

DOROTHY J. SMITH 

FIRST GRACE 

SHAWN M. ANGLIM 

OAK GROVE 

DOROTHY J. SMITH 

HARTZELL 

JEFFERY D. CONNER 

HAYNESVILLE 

RICHARD L. COCKBURN 

HAVEN TRINITY 

CHARLES E WASHINGTON 

SHONGALOO 

RICHARD L. COCKBURN 

KOREAN 

HYUNSU LEE 

HEFLIN 

CAROL D. HEARD 

LAHARPE 

WILLIAM L. JONES 

HOMER, FIRST 

ROY BRYAN MOORE 

THOMPSON 


WESLEY CHAPEL 

ROY BRYAN MOORE 

LAKE VISTA 

NORWOOD N. HINGLE 

LISBON 

TERRY CLOVIS WILLIS 

MOUNT ZION 

CONNIE M. THOMAS 

COTTON VALLEY 

BRYAN S. DAUPHIN 

PARKER MEMORIAL 

CAROL S. WINN 

MINDEN FIRST 

JOHN ALLISON CANNON 

PEOPLES 

EUNICE CHIGUMIRA 

LAKEVIEW 

DAVID J. SHEEHAN 

PHILIPS MEMORIAL 

ELENORAM CUSHENBERRY 

PILGRIM REST 

SAMUEL L. BRADLEY 

RAYNE MEMORIAL 

CAROL S. WINN 

PINE GROVE 

JERRY G. BRANNEN 

WILLIAMS ROSS 

DALE E. BRANCH 

MINDEN, 

JAMES W. KENNEDY 

ST. LUKE’S 

IRVIN J. BOUDREAUX 

PLEASANT VALLEY 


ST. MARK’S 

ANITA C. DINWIDDIE 

RINGGOLD 

JOHN EDWIN DILWORTH 

ST. PAUL’S 

SHARON D. ZEHNER 

CASTOR 

STEPHANIE T. KIDD 

ST. JAMES 

KASEEM N. SHORT 

SIBLEY 

MILTON K. GELTZ 

WESLEY RAY 

TERRENCE S. AUGUST 

SPRINGHILL 

WALTER L. PARKER 

MARY’S CHAPEL 

TERRENCE S. AUGUST 

WHITEHALL 

BRYAN S. DAUPHIN 

LIVE OAK 

TERRENCE S. AUGUST 

COLQUITT 

WILLARD WRAY MOORE 

ELIZABETH 

ALAN D. EINSEL 

EVERGREEN 

TBS EVERGREEN 

SULLIVAN MEMORIAL 

BENTON 

T. LYNN MALONE 

THIRKIELD 

LOUISA. SMITH 

LOGANSPORT, 

ASHLEY J. MCGUIRE 

HARRY’S CHAPEL 

LOUISA. SMITH 

BETHEL 


BUSH 

KARL D. WOOD 

COUSHATTA 

JONATHAN S. KING 

COVINGTON, FIRST 

BYRON W. PUTNAM 

COUSAHTTA, 

JONATHAN S. KING 

FITZGERALD 

WILLIAM V. TURNER 

WESLEY CHAPEL 


WALDHEIM 

CHRISTOPHER S. FRYOU 

CROSS ROADS 

CARL D. MUNYON 

CENTENARY 

STEVEN J. PORTER 

HALL SUMMIT 

CARL D. MUNYON 

FISHER 

STEVEN J. PORTER 

GREENWOOD 

CLINTON P. LOVELL 

HAYES CHAPEL 

BRUCE L. BROWN 

BETHANY 

CLINTON P. LOVELL 

LACOMBE 

WILLIAM V. TURNER 

HOSSTON 

EMILE A. ROUSSEAU 

NEWELL 

NOLAN M. ROBINSON 

GILLIAM 

EMILE A. ROUSSEAU 


IDA 

LOGANSPORT 

LONGSTREET 

SHILOH 

KEATCHIE 

MANSFIELD, FIRST 

GRAND CANE 

MANSFIELD, 

WESLEY 

ROSA 

MOORINGSPORT 
OIL CITY 
PLAIN DEALING 
WALKER’S CHAPEL 
PLEASANT HILL 
PELICAN 
MANSFIELD, 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
NEW LIGHT 
SHADY GROVE 
BONCHEST 

VIVIAN 
ZWOLLE 
BAYOU SCIE 
BARKSDALE 
BOSSIER, FIRST 
SHREVEPORT, 
BROADMOOR 
CHRIST 

ELLERBE ROAD 

KEITHVILLE 

BOSSIER CITY, 

FELLOWSHIP 

GRACE COMMUNITY 

SHREVEPORT, 

LAKEVIEW 

LOVE CHAPEL 

MANGUM, 

MEMORIAL 

MCDONALD 

NOEL 

NORTH HIGHLANDS 

NORTHPOINT 

SHREVEPORT, 

ST. JAMES 
ST LUKE’S 
SHREVEPORT, 

ST. PAUL 
ROUND GROVE 
SHREVEPORT, 

FIRST 

SUMMER GROVE 
HAUGHTON 


KENDALL R. DOCTER 
S. KEMPER SMITH 

S. KEMPER SMITH 
R. DEAN REGISTER 
R. DEAN REGISTER 
KENNETH D. NORTON 
KENNETH D. NORTON 
BEVERLY HUBBARD 
CONNELLY 
SAMUEL NEAL 
MICHAEL G. MILLER 
MICHAEL G. MILLER 
JESSICA L. WARD 

T. B.S. WALKER’S CHAPEL 
DORIS R. SHEPPARD 
DORIS R. SHEPPARD 
OSCAR E. PLAYER 

OSCAR E. PLAYER 
JOE D. CONNELLY 
BEVERLY HUBBARD 
CONNELLY 

ELLEN B. MONTEGUDO 
RICHARD C. HOOTON 
RICHARD C. HOOTON 
PAUL C. CARROLL 
DAVID B. DIETZEL 
KENNETH WAYNE IRBY 

THOMAS L. HOWE 
H. ELIZABETH LOVE TU’UTA 
M. THERESA MCCONNELL 
DAVID R. MELVILLE 

ROBERTA. WEBER 
W. MARK STRICKLAND 

MOLLIE ANN MCGEE 
STEVEN W. CARAWAY 

LINDA B. GATLIN 
DAVID F. FORTUNA 
JEAN MACK FOREMAN 
STEVEN W. FOWLER 
WILLIE L. HENRY 

TERRY A. LOVE 
KENNETH M. FISHER 

DONNY R. NEDD 
R. PAT DAY 

ROBERT G. ROWLAND 
THOMAS E. DUNGAN 



Churchanew Transformation 
Ingleside - Baton Rouge 
Rev. David L. Bricker 


2009 Award 



Recipients 


United Methodist Women 
Lana Parham Lathan 



Churchanew Transformation 
St. Marks - Monroe 
Rev. Lysbeth B. Cockrell 



United Methodist 
Merit Scholar 
Jason Webb Harris 



Harry Denman 
Rev. Leslie Stephens 



Sojourner Truth 
Beth Dawson 



Churchanew Transformation 
Blackwater - Baker 
Rev. William A. Moon III 



Sarah Schoeffler 
Karen Stagg 



Harry Denman United Methodist 

Brooke Dynes Merit Scholar 

Jasmine Rene Frank 
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Latin American, 
Caribbean and 
US Churches meet 


RETHIN [{.EVANGELISM 


More than 100 Methodist leaders from 
Latin America, Caribbean and the United 
States gathered in Mexico City, March 24- 
27, to strengthen relationships through 
sending and receiving volunteers and when 
responding to local disasters. 

“We need to extend our hands to each 
other,” said Rev. Juan de Dios Pena, from 
El Salvador regarding the need for Latin 
American and Caribbean countries to be 
senders as well as receivers of volunteer 
missionaries. Rev. De Dios acknowledged 
the economic challenges faced by many 
Council of Evangelical Methodist 
Churches in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (CIEMAL) and Methodist 
Church in the Caribbean and the Americas 
(MCCA) churches and also gave examples 
of how these have been overcome in his 
own and other countries in the region.. 

Sharing of models for volunteer sending 
and disaster response within the United 
States was part of the consultation that was 
led by United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission (UMVIM) and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). Debbie Vest, Director of 
UMVIM for the South Central 
Jurisdiction, and Larry Norman, Director 
of LAVIM, as well as other UMVIM 
Directors were part of the SCJ delegation 
to the conference. 

“United we can achieve much more,” 
said Bishop Moises Valderrama Gomez of 
Mexico, and president of CIEMAL. “We 
can do what God wants to do through our 
hands not just as volunteers working in 
Latin America, but all of us as part of the 
same church.” 

Peace with Justice 
offering still possible 

The Peace with Justice Sunday offering 
allows compassionate United Methodists 
everywhere to care for the environment, 
eradicate poverty, feed the hungry, mediate 
conflict, model peace, supply health care, 
and provide affordable housing. Half of 
the offering will stay within the Louisiana 
Conference for PWJ ministries. The other 
half goes to the General Board of Church 
and Society for grants to special programs 
that advocate for peace and justice at home 
and around the world. 

PWJ envelopes can be obtained at no 
charge by calling toll free (888) 346-3862. 
Free worship resources, posters, and col¬ 
lection envelopes can also be ordered 
online at www.umcgiving.org/PWJS. If 
you are interested in applying for a PWJ 
Grant please contact Rev. James A. 

Graham at j graham993@aol.com. 

Please note that if June 7 (the designat¬ 
ed Sunday for the offering) was not con¬ 
venient for your congregation, PWJ 
Sunday can be celebrated on any conven¬ 
ient Sunday, preferably by the end of June. 
Also, plain pew envelopes can be used 
instead of special envelopes. 

John Wesley placed strong emphasis 
upon the Christian life as a combination of 
faith and love put into practice. 


A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 



What if we began to RETHINK; EVANGELISM? 

Wtiat If we understood that evangelism begins with listening? What if 
we began to rethink evangelism as a way ot life rather than a sped fir set 
of practices? Whit if we understood evangelism to be anything, we do 
to help another person move dos-er to a relationship with God? 

On Tony Cgmpol o tvl 11 help us begin b&retiil irk evangelism, Wi 

- . . . n . 4 III .1 





Dr. Tony Cimpoto, professor emeritus it Eastern Uni¬ 
versity, 15 the fa under of the Evangelical Association for 
the Promotion of Education, an organization that devel¬ 
ops schools and social programs in various third world 
oounbries and In cities across Worth America. He Is the 
author of 35 books, his latest three being. "Letters to a 
Young Evangel I cal .l 1 lh Ttie God of Intimacy and Action" 
and bis most recent release is "Red Letter Christians, A 
Citizen's Guide to Faith and Politics.'" 

Sponsored fry the Louisian* Annual Cgnfa~eflce 
Ctnfwrci Soard af Disclplfishlp 
CenteiwtcfrIkiird of Laity 
Conference Mlnlstiy Team 


RETHINK: EVANGELISM: 

Dr. Tony cam polo, Keynote speaker 
Saturday f November 14* 1009 
The Alexandria Riverfront Center 
gattajm^Qopjn. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Before September 15: $20 

After S eptember 15; 525 

At the door: 53 Q 

Lirnch Is Included with registration. 

You may register rethlnkevdngeifsm.org 



Congratulations! 

to the pastors and laity from these churches 
who learned new ideas they can USE NOW to 

Create a Culture of Generosity in 
These Challenging Economic Times 


Acadiana District 

First Houma 
Covenant, Lafayette 
First Lafayette 
First Plaquemine 
St. Peter-Shiloh, Clinton 

Alexandria District 

District Superintendent 
First Natchitoches 
Newman, Alexandria 

Baton Rouge District 

District Superintendent 
Blackwater, Baker 
Broadmoor, Baton Rouge 
First Baton Rouge 
First Denham Springs 
First Gonzales 
Jordan, Baton Rouge 
Louisiana Conference Office 
Slaughter-Bluff Creek UMC 
St. Mark, Baton Rouge 
Wesley, Baton Rouge 


Lake Charles District 

First Lake Charles 
Maplewood, Sulphur 
Westlake UMC 

Monroe District 
Lea Joyner Memorial, Monroe 
Rayville UMC 
St. Andrew’s, Sterlington 
St. Mark’s, Monroe 
St. Paul’s, Monroe 

New Orleans District 

Aldersgate, Slidell 
Aurora, New Orleans 
Eliz. Sullivan Memorial, Bogalusa 
First Kenner 
First Slidell 

N.O. East Cooperative Parish 
People’s, New Orleans 
St. Luke’s, New Orleans 
St. Matthew’s, Metairie 
St. Timothy-on-the-North Shore, 
Mandeville 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 www.umf.org 



Shreveport District 


District Superintendent 
Benton UMC 
Broadmoor, Shreveport 
Christ, Shreveport 
Doyline UMC 
First Bossier 
First Grand Cane 
First Shreveport 
Grace, Shreveport 
Keithville UMC 
Lakeview, Minden 
Lakeview, Shreveport 
Mangum, Shreveport 
Noel, Shreveport 
North Highlands, Shreveport 
Ringgold UMC 
Springhill UMC 
St. Luke’s, Shreveport 


Lf ui 

V 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of Louisiana - 

■'Where Faith and Money Come Together"* 



























Visit the 
Conference 
Web site at 

www.la-umc.org 
for additional " 
coverage of the 

2009 

Louisiana Annual 
Conference 



Ordinands / 4 



Annual Conference / 5 



Youth Section / 6-8 




VOL. 10, NO. 12 


BATON ROUGE, LA 


JUNE 26, 2009 


And are we yet alive? 


Episcopal Address of 
Bishop Willliam W. Hutchinson 
Monday, June 8, 2009 

“And are we yet alive, 

And see each others face? Glory and 
thanks to Jesus give 

For his almighty grace! ” 

What an honor and a privilege to stand 
here today, having shared one more year in 
God’s redeeming grace with you. It has 
been a year unlike any other most of us in 
this room can remember. We have ascend¬ 
ed to the mountaintop in many ways and 
we have plummeted to the floor of the 
deepest canyon in other ways. And still we 
gather here in joy and in confidence that 
we are servants of the living God and privi¬ 
leged to be able to serve in God’s 
Kingdom. 

I began my new quadrennium of life 
and service among you on September 1, 
2008. Do you remember September 1, 
2008? It was the day Gustav roared inland 
and did more than $4 billion in damage to 
the state. Kay and I were sitting in the 
Episcopal Residence watching the winds of 
Gustav topple trees, drive the rain side¬ 
ways, and waiting for the electricity to go 
off. And I was saying, “It is my very first 
day of the new quadrennium and this is 
how it is starting? What have I done?” 

And then just a few days later, Ike 
ambushed us and did extensive damage 
along the Texas and Southwest Louisiana 
coast. The people from UMCOR once 
again had us on their speed dials and we 
were newly immersed in the hurricane 
business. But, fortunately, this time we 
were ready. A fine tuned response system 
was in place and we were able to begin 
attending to needs immediately. We didn’t 
have to organize a response. We didn’t 
have to hire personnel. We just became the 
living image of the Nike slogan and we 
“Just Did It!” And we will continue doing 
it through the end of 2012 at a minimum. 
Oh, we are getting really good at this! 

On May 27, 2009 five us went to visit 
with Governor Bobby Jindal and take him 
good news about the contribution The 
United Methodists have made to the state 
of Louisiana through Hurricane Recovery 
work. We shared that we have now hosted 
more than 65,000 volunteers who have 
come from all 50 states and from 26 for¬ 
eign countries. These same volunteers 
have contributed a total of 2.8 million vol- 

See Address, page 2 




Bishop William W. Hutchinson delivers the Episcopal Address on June 8 
during the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference held at the Pontchartrain 
Center in Kenner, La. Bishop Hutchinson volunteers at one of 12 worksites 
where conference delegates worked on Hurricane Katrina damaged homes. 
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Address, from page 1 
unteer hours, which have in turn been 
reported to the state in order to calculate 
in-kind efforts to offset the funds required 
of the state as repayment to the Federal 
Government in the amount of $53 mil¬ 
lion! !! 

Thus far The United Methodist Church 
has contributed a total of $85 million 
toward the economic development of the 
state of Louisiana: Volunteer hours of $53 
million; $25 million given directly by The 
United Methodist Church; and $7 million 
that has come through us by way of grants 
from various agencies. 

And now, here we are gathered in one 
of the hardest hit areas of our state in cele¬ 
bration of the goodness of God, and in 
affirmation of the people of the faith com¬ 
munity here who have stood strong and 
steady through it all. We’ve also come to 
lend our hands, feet, and dollars to the con¬ 
tinued recovery of this place. And we’ve 
come to join our voices in praise to our 
God that “all will be well. All will be well. 
All manner of things will be well.” 

We also come to formally close the 
extensive Mission Zone efforts that have 
been underway since August of 2005. 

From the first payroll we met just days fol¬ 
lowing Katrina, and then joined by those in 
need as a result of Rita, we have spent an 
additional $6.7 million in salary supple¬ 
ments, payment of apportionments, emer¬ 
gency grants, renewal leaves, Hispanic 
ministry and the like. As of June 1, 2009 
our salary supplements will, for the most 
part, be completed. There are one or two 
that will still be funded for new ministries 
that have emerged. But the funding will be 
nothing like that of the past. 

I give another word of deep thanks to 
The United Methodist people across the 
globe. In addition to everything else they 
have done and the multiple millions of dol¬ 
lars they have shared, it is through second 
and third-mile giving that we have been 
able to fund our ministries for so long. 

They sent these monies directly to my 
office; they raised them through collections 
of pennies from the children to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from financially 
strong local churches and Annual 
Conference budgets. They have been the 
suppliers of the “manure” of our now- 
famous “Manure Plan,” and they have been 
blessings beyond our ability to say 
“thanks.” Let’s say “thanks” in the best 
way we know right now!! 

So now, we enter into what I am calling 
“The Mature Manure” plan. That means 
that the tree that has been fertilized is 
going to have to stand on its own and is 
going to have to produce the fruit that it is 
planted to produce. But as with all manure 
plans, this doesn’t mean the farmer will 
walk away and just leave the tree to itself. 
We will continue to tend, weed, plow, 
prune and water, and even add more 
manure when possible. However, God will 
give the growth and will harvest the fruit of 
the souls of the women and men who are 
given birth and nurtured in the graceful 
limbs of this tree of life. 

For one final time, would all those who 
have served in the Mission Zone as pastors 
since 2005 please stand and let us recog¬ 
nize you. 

Now, would all of you who participated 
in any way - through extra-mile giving, 
physical presence to work, prayer ministry 


at home, or any other way of participating 
in the recovery efforts - would you please 
stand. 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow! 

Now, on to other concerns in our com¬ 
mon life. As always our lives have 
encountered good news and bad news over 
these past twelve months. So as to end up 
on the good news end, I’m going to start 
with the most troubling aspects and then 
move to the more positive. 

When we gathered last, the national and 
global economy was sluggish, but still in a 
somewhat productive state. By the end of 
summer things were looking gloomy. By 
the end of the year 2008 it was “in the 
tank.” By the first of March 2009 it was 
even worse. Fortunately, in the past few 
weeks we have seen some tenuous glim¬ 
mers of hope. However, we are being told 
from every source that it will take a long 
time before the economy fully recovers and 
before there is predictable stability again. 

Every segment of our society has been 
touched by this global financial collapse. 
The church has not been spared. Last year 
at this time I called for a study of the fund¬ 
ing for our Annual Conference. In fact, 
my exact words were, “As we face the 
future, we cannot continue to do business 
as usual. We are a very generous people. 
But even the most generous well can run 
dry. We need to assess our resources seri¬ 
ously and spend accordingly.” (2008 
Episcopal Address) 

In January of 2009 the Conference 
Council on Finance and Administration 
held a two-day retreat led by Cliff 
Christopher of Horizons Stewardship 
Company. At that time we determined to 
make a recommendation to the annual 
meeting of the CF&A that the Annual 
Conference budget for the calendar year of 
2010 be held at the 2009 level. That rec¬ 
ommendation was made and will be before 
you for ratification in the CF&A report. 
What that means is that all salaries for all 
Conference Office staff - clergy and laity - 
and all Conference positions, including 
District Superintendents will be frozen at 
the 2009 amounts. Staff benefits will be 
adjusted as necessary to meet the required 
contributions. The apportionments from the 
general church will be passed on at the 
level they are given to us. That will be an 
increase in 2010. The increase from the 
general church requires us as an annual 
conference to apportion less for our 
Conference programs in order to balance 
the budget at the 2009 level. You will see 
those necessary reductions in the budget 
presented. All believe this is the prudent 
and responsible thing to do. 

You might be interested to know that 
the Council of Bishops have responded to 
this crisis in like manner and have asked 
that the salaries of the Bishops be rolled 
back to the 2008 level. 

Going forward there are some thoughts 
I have shared with the CF&A for their con¬ 
sideration: 

I have recommended a seven-year plan 
for funding our contribution to Centenary 
College. This plan would begin in calen¬ 
dar year 2011 and would consist of creat¬ 
ing an endowment with the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana while 
reducing the overall apportioned gift to 
Centenary. The endowment would be able 
to produce earnings that could be given to 
Centenary in addition to the apportioned 


amount each year. This plan would estab¬ 
lish an endowment that could be added to 
by individuals and/or churches who have a 
special commitment to Centenary. It 
would also produce greater stability into 
the future than that created by relying on 
an apportionment alone. 

I have also recommended the CF&A 
ask the personnel committee of the Annual 
Conference to assess whether the current 
Conference staff provides the areas of serv¬ 
ice needed to meet the stated mission of the 
Conference. Do we have adequate staff, 
do we have inadequate staff, or do we have 
excess staff? Does our staffing need to be 
rearranged with hours of work being rede¬ 
fined? 

We must find a way to build some 
reserve funds for the Conference. It is very 
unwise for us to operate from year to year 
without any reserve amounts that will help 
us in the event of an emergency. We have 
seen the complications of that with our 
Hurricane response needs. There are other 
disasters that could happen that could 
quickly drive us into an economic disaster 
that we have no way to handle at this time. 
We need to determine how much reserves 
we need to maintain, and then find a 
method by which to fund such. 

We desperately need to find a way to 
underwrite several needs within the 
Conference. 

Our institutions will always need our 
financial support. The Wesley Center, The 
Louisiana United Methodist Children and 
Family Services, Centenary College, 

Dillard University, and the Retired 
Ministers’ Homes Board - to name a few. 

We have pledged $1,000,000 to Africa 
University and an additional amount for 
mission work in the nation of Senegal. 

That was approved at the 2005 Annual 
Conference. With the advent of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, fulfilling this pledge has 
been put on hold. But there are people in 
both these places who are patiently waiting 
for us to fulfill our commitment. We need 
to come to you at the 2010 Annual 
Conference with a plan to meet these obli¬ 
gations. 

We interviewed firms this spring that 
would help us do a feasibility study of the 
Conference to see if now is the time to do a 
Capital Campaign to address these needs. 


Following the interviews and taking into 
account the economic climate of the state, 
the nation and the world at this time, we 
decided to postpone such a study. We did¬ 
n’t feel now was the time to introduce 
these significant needs. But we cannot 
continue to put this off. We must address it 
in the very near future. 

Now, let me address some major ele¬ 
phants in the room with regard to 
Conference expense and the economy we 
now are in. And I remind you of the old 
adage, “Don’t shoot the messenger” on this 
one! 

This spring I was sent a copy of an arti¬ 
cle that appeared in “Imprimis”, a publica¬ 
tion of Hillsdale College. The article was 
written by Joseph B. White, Senior Editor 
of The Wall Street Journal and is entitled 
“How Detroit’s Automakers Went from 
Kings of the Road to Roadkill.” When I 
read it I was greatly disturbed. While Mr. 
White primarily addresses the rise and fall 
of General Motors, there are so many par¬ 
allels for The United Methodist Church 
that I am uncomfortable. The parallels are 
too many for me to address them all, but 
let me lay out four: 

First, we have to find a way to curtail 
expanding costs. General Motors contin¬ 
ued to increase the cost of doing business, 
while at the same time producing a product 
that was losing money and market share. 
Our United Methodist Church is operating 
in a similar mode. 

This year we had a very difficult 
appointment process. For the first time in 
my tenure in Louisiana we had more clergy 
than we had places to put them. Our disci¬ 
plinary requirement is to appoint all elders 
and probationary elders first. All other 
relationships to the Annual Conference 
receive appointments only after those have 
been placed. What that required us to do 
was not desirable. We had to take some 
appointments currently being served by 
non-elders and give them to elders. We 
also had to create new appointments that 
would support a newly commissioned 
“Resident in Ministry” or what most know 
as a Probationary Elder. 

To create a position for a new seminary 
graduate, just being commissioned this 
year, we needed a round figure of $67,000 
minimum to meet all the requirements of 
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Address continued 

such an appointment. Do you know how 
many churches in Louisiana can support a 
pastor’s salary and benefits at that figure? 
Not many! You can’t even put two or three, 
or even four or five together in many 
instances and get that much! 

In Louisiana we have 84% of our 
churches with an average worship atten¬ 
dance of 125 or less. We have 13% who 
have an average attendance of 126-349. 
And we have only 3% who worship more 
than 350! That’s the lowest percentage in 
our Jurisdiction, with the exception of the 
two missionary conferences of Oklahoma 
Indian Mission and Rio Grande who have 
no churches that worship more than 350. 

At the same time, those 3% of large 
churches pay some 33% of our total expen¬ 
ditures and the 84% of the small church 
pay only 30% of our total expenditures. 

(Statistics from the Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership, Wesley Theological 
Seminary, <www.churchleadership.com>) 

I want our clergy to receive everything 
they rightfully should. And, in all truthful¬ 
ness, I don’t know how many of them 
make it on the amount they receive and I 
would boost their salaries in a minute if I 
knew how. But a $67,000 minimum salary 
for a Resident in Ministry is pricing us out 
of business when it comes to seminary 
graduates and those who are entering the 
probationary process! Either we have to 
get churches to pay more for salary sup¬ 
port, or reduce the salaries we are required 
to meet or we will slowly become unable 
to place elders in a great number of our 
churches. 

Secondly, we must adapt our methods to 
today’s world or face the continuing 
decline of our product consumption. 

General Motors ignored the develop¬ 
ment of the car industry around them, 
thinking they could continue to decide for 
the American public what cars they wanted 
and would buy. When Toyota and Honda 
were introducing an entirely different line 
of cars, and the people began to shift to 
buying them in preference to traditional 
American cars, General motors figured this 
would soon change as their customers grew 
out of their small car phase of life. 

What is happening around us in the 
world of the church? What are those 
churches doing that are attracting all the 
young and new families? Where must we 
adapt our methods so that we are not “out 
of date” and merely comfortable for a 
clientele that has been with us for a long 
time? 

If our church continues to decline year 
after year because the worship, study, fel¬ 
lowship, and spiritual nourishment is not 
meeting the need of today’s people, and our 
expenses continue to grow and grow, how 
long will it be before we don’t have the 
ability to stay afloat? It’s a serious question 
to ponder. 

And there are two more areas that are of 
grave concern: Pensions and Health Care. 

Pensions 

All clergy in the room have seen their 
pension accounts shrink over the last sever¬ 
al months. It is very disturbing to say the 
least. At the same time your account has 
been shrinking, the monies the General 
Board of Pensions has to fund your retire¬ 
ment has been shrinking. 

A short synopsis of the dilemma is this. 
It just may be that many Conferences are 


under-funded again when it comes to pen¬ 
sion liability - and Louisiana may become 
one of them if the economy doesn’t make a 
significant turn. In other words, there may 
come a time in the near future when there 
won’t be enough funds in the General 
Board to pay the pensions for which it is 
obligated. And the only source of getting 
those funds is to turn to you, the Annual 
Conference. 

If we have to begin to find ways to fund 
the liability in our pension accounts once 
more, only a couple of things can happen - 
1. Raise rates or 2. Reduce benefits. Will 
pension benefits, of necessity, become 
smaller? Will the Annual Conference have 
to apportion more money, or require the 
local churches to raise pension payments, 
or have another special fund drive in order 
to fund the liability? 

Without enumerating the various conse¬ 
quences of either reducing benefits or rais¬ 
ing rates, I think you get the picture. We 
may be required to address this. 

Health Care 

The other major elephant in the room is 
health care. So far our Annual Conference 
has done very well in securing health care 
for full time or % time clergy and their 
families. But with the escalating costs 
involved, how long will that be a possibili- 
ty? 

I found it interesting that General 
Motors has spent $103 billion during the 
past 15 years funding its pension and 
retiree health-care obligations. This is 
nearly $7 billion a year - more than GM’s 
capital spending budget for new models 
this year. (“How Detroit’s Automakers 
Went from Kings of the Road to Roadkill”) 

The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
currently billing to the churches $3,554,360 
for health care. However, that only 
accounts for 67.5% of the cost of health 
insurance. We have an additional amount 
of $1,706,279 that must come from some 
investments, government subsidies and 
apportioned amounts, for a total of 
$5,260,634 for health care in 2008! Where 
is it headed? I don’t know. But you again 
see the dilemma. How far can we go 
before it becomes crippling to the church? 

Again we are faced with the same 
dilemma - 1. Raise rates, or 2. Reduce ben¬ 
efits. 

I don’t raise any of these economic 
issues to raise alarms - simply to raise 
awareness. We are in a difficult economy 
and we must meet it head on and with our 
eyes open. We don’t want The United 
Methodist Church in general, and certainly 
not The United Methodist Church in 
Louisiana, coming to the same threshold as 
General Motors! But, as we have seen, 
such a happening isn’t too far fetched. 

Let me quickly move to Property and 
Casualty Insurance: 

The cancellation of the special called 
session of the Annual Conference was 
extremely disappointing to me and to those 
who worked so hard on the property and 
casualty insurance proposals this past year. 
Everyone involved thought we had covered 
all the bases that would give us thorough 
information regarding rates, enrollment, 
coverage and all the related questions that 
would allow us to make an informed vote. 
However, in the final days before the spe¬ 
cial session it became apparent that the 
quotation of rates were coming in with too 
much variation and unwarranted spikes or 
drops. When this was discovered and 


questions were asked with United 
Methodist Property and Casualty Trust, it 
was decided we had a conflict of informa¬ 
tion and quotations. 

There wasn’t enough time to get this 
straightened out before the special session 
was to convene, so I, along with agreement 
from the others involved, made the deci¬ 
sion to cancel the session. I didn’t want us 
making a confused decision. 

As I indicated in a follow-up communi¬ 
cation, the fact we cancelled the session did 
not alleviate the obvious fact that we still 
need coverage - property, liability, workers 
compensation, Directors and Officers 
Insurance, and sexual misconduct - for all 
our churches at an affordable rate. Every 
church is required to have this coverage 
and we need to help make it accessible. 

We continue to work with UMPACT 
toward the end of making a proposal to our 
Conference. We are taking into considera¬ 
tion other firms and varied ways to struc¬ 
ture an insurance plan. As the year pro¬ 
gresses you will be given “new and 
improved” information on this whole sub¬ 
ject. It is the plan of our Conference Office 
and the Conference Board of Trustees to 
bring a proposal for decision to the Annual 
Conference session in 2010. 

In the meantime, in order to comply 
with the disciplinary requirements, every 
church will be asked to provide proof of 
insurance in these five categories - proper¬ 
ty, liability, workers compensation, 
Directors and Officers, and sexual miscon¬ 
duct - at the Charge Conferences this fall. 
We simply cannot afford the risk of having 
any church uninsured in any of these areas. 

I cannot conclude this address without 
saying something about the Four Areas of 
Focus: 

You have heard much about these four 
areas over the last year and you will contin¬ 
ue to hear much about them over the 
remainder of this quadrennium. Our Vision 
Team has spent much time centering on 
these areas and has formed four task forces 
that will direct our attention and program¬ 
ming as an Annual Conference. We will be 
emphasizing one of them each year, but 
will be working on all four simultaneously. 

For 2008 - 2009 we are emphasizing 
“Creating New Places for New People by 
Starting New Congregations and Renewing 
Existing Ones.” Obviously, that is the 
theme of this Annual Conference session. 
We have done much of this work in the 
city and suburbs where we are currently 
gathered. That’s why we chose this 
emphasis this year. 

Two years ago we began three new con¬ 
gregations - a bold move for our 
Conference. I’m proud to announce that all 
three are doing well and are meeting their 
benchmarks for growth and stability: New 
Song in Prairieville; Faith Crossing in the 
Walker area; and The Well in Hammond. 

In fact, just this spring we broke ground for 
the first unit of The Well! And the other 
two are close behind. And we need to start 
more! 

It is a proven fact that new churches 
will attract many people that will not attend 
an existing congregation. In order for the 
church to grow and expand in its ability to 
share the gospel story, we MUST start new 
churches. There’s one major hindrance to 
this mandate - lack of adequate finances. 

In an attempt to help give these new 
churches some of the frinds they need I 
have commissioned Betty Backstrom, our 


Director of Communications to develop a 
poster of “The Doors of The United 
Methodist Churches of Louisiana.” It is a 
partner piece to the new general church 
emphasis of “Ten Thousand Doors.” It is a 
beautiful work of art and will look stunning 
in EVERY church in Louisiana. 

I am asking that EVERY church buy 
this poster at a cost of $100 and have it 
framed and placed in your church so all 
can see. It will be the symbol for all of us 
that we are united in our effort to create 
“new places for new faces”, believing it is 
the mandate for all of us to be involved in 
starting new churches. There are currently 
507 United Methodist Churches in 
Louisiana. When each of us buys this 
poster we will raise $50,700 to help start 
new churches. It’s a drop in the bucket of 
the great need! But it is a start and will 
symbolically unite us around this great 
mission. 

Of course, it will make a beautiful state¬ 
ment in your office, or in your business, or 
in your home as well. I even had a woman 
from Georgia call me to say she wanted 
three of them to give to some family mem¬ 
bers and to keep one for her! So stop by 
the Office of Church Extension booth here 
at Conference and get yours today! 

The other three areas of Focus and their 
years of special emphasis are: 

2009- 2010 - Improving Global Health - 
Elimination of the Killer Diseases of 
Poverty 

2010- 2011 - Engaging in Ministries 
with the Poor 

2011- 2012 - Developing Principled 
Leaders 

Well, that about gives you the sweeping 
overview of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference and some of its joys as well as 
some of its challenges. It’s been a mar¬ 
velous year since we last gathered. In 
addition to all I have already said, we dedi¬ 
cated the Bishop William B. Oden pavil¬ 
ion; the De Colores meeting building and 
the inviting trail system at the Wesley 
Center. We broke ground for a new facility 
of The Louisiana United Methodist 
Children and Family Services in Sulphur 
and construction is to begin in just a couple 
of months on this beautiful new home 
where children in the greatest need will be 
served. We have raised the funds to com¬ 
pletely underwrite all the indebtedness of 
the Wesley Center. We received a 97.7% 
payout of all apportionments in a very dif¬ 
ficult economy. We received 3832 new 
members, and 1438 of those joined by pro¬ 
fessing their faith in Christ for the very fist 
time. It’s been a wonderful year. 

One final invitation - we’re going to 
travel to the Holy Land again in 2010. I 
invite you to join some 20 ordinands and 
us as we make this pilgrimage of a life¬ 
time! You will never be the same again 
once you have walked where Jesus walked. 
And we also will be going in August to 
Oberammergau, Germany to see the cen¬ 
turies old Passion Play. This opportunity 
only comes every ten years, so don’t miss 
out on this moving experience and sign up 
to travel with us. 

And are we yet alive? Oh, yes we are! 

And see each others face? Oh how 
wonderful it is to see you all again! 

Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his 
almighty grace! Thanks be to God! 

Amen and Amen 
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2009 Louisiana Annual Conference features ordination, 



Patricia Teel Bates, Martha Janet Davis and Mary Margaret McDowell were 
ordained deacons in full connection with the conference on June 8. 



Virginia Phillips Allen had orders rec¬ 
ognized from another Christian 
denomination and was accepted in full 
connection as an ordained elder. 



Billie Eugene Strawbridge was recog 
nized as having been elected as an 
associate member of the conference 
during Ordination on Monday night. 



William B. Franklin, William Brian Mercer, Derek Joyce, Susie H. Thomas, Jared 
R. Williams, La’Sheena S. S. Simmons, Lewis Malcolm Morris, Cheri Lee Godwin 
and Todd William Mallory were commissioned as provisional elders during the 
Ordination and Commissioning Service held June 8 at the Pontchartrain Center. 


Stephen Newell Fife, Jaqueline E. C. King, Ray Lamar Varnado, Susan Marie Mack 
Ferguson, Andrew Douglas Durbin, Deborah Bernice Williams, Raymon LaFayette 
Owens, Jr., Mollie Ann McGee and William Norman Sheffield, III were ordained 
elders in full connection on June 8 during the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference. 



Retirees Kenneth M. Fisher, Freddie C. Henderson, Willie Lee Henry and Wayne 
Howington address the delegates at the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference on 
the morning of June 9. The doors pictured behind them are two of four that stood 
on the stage, reflecting the ‘doors’ theme used prominently at the conference. 



Commisioned as deacons were Lauren Frazier-McGuin, C. Shannon Sandifer, 
Dianne Piper Wooden and Herbert Willard McGuin, III. 



Jason L. Harris, John T. Krause, Mary Ann Carlson, Linda Clark and Kenneth W. 
Holt were pictured during annual conference. They, along with Clark L. Clark, 
Gladys Earline Miller, and Dalton Edward Rushing Jr., were recognized for com¬ 
pleting License to Preach school. 



Thomas Eugene Dungan, William Franklin Foster, Pattye Dial Hewitt and Elva 
Jacobs were recognized for completing the Course of Study School. Cheryl Long 
Nelson and Glorious Morgan Wright, who also were recognized, were not pic¬ 
tured. 
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mission projects, speakers and recognition of retirees 




Delegates to the annual conference are shown assembling cleaning buckets that 
will be distributed through the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. 


Retirees J. Thomas Logan, Robert Gene Rowland, Doris R. Sheppard, Inez Daggs 
Williams, Carl Rhoads and several spouses were pictured Tuesday morning. 




Clockwise from middle, Rev. Rudy 
Rasmus, co-pastor of St. John’s UMC 
in Houston, preaches during morning 
worship and Bible study at the 2009 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Aaron Niequiest, music leader for this 
year’s event, performs during a con¬ 
cert held Tuesday night of the confer¬ 
ence. The concert was free and open 
to the public, serving as an outreach 
opportunity in the New Orleans area. 
Reknowned New Orleans performer 
Allen Toussaint provides music prior 
to the Memorial/Communion Service 
held Sunday evening at the 
Pontchartrain Center. Bishop Charles 
N. Crutchfield from the Arkansas 
Conference addresses worshippers 
during the service. A combined gospel 
choir from Bethany UMC in New 
Orleans and Hartzell-Mt. Zion UMC in 
Slidell performs at the 
Memorial/Communion Service. Kay 
Hutchinson, wife of Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson, is delighted and surprised 
by the gift of a portrait of their grand¬ 
daughter Madison. The gift was pre¬ 
sented to Mrs. Hutchinson during the 
Clergy Spouse tea held Monday after¬ 
noon of conference. The event was 
sponsored by the Lake Charles 
District. 
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From the Director 
of Youth Ministries 

Is your air 
conditioner 
running? 

Then you better 
go catch it! Trying 
to catch anything 
in youth ministry 
can be difficult, 
whether we’re 
talking about the 
latest “cool” thing or just our breaths. 
That’s why we’re offering you this 
special edition of the La Now. In it 
you can discover all the unique and 
exhilarating encounters with God that 
our Conference Youth Ministry has to 
offer. I can’t promise that you’ll be the 
coolest thing ever, but I do know that 
I, and the CCYM, are working hard to 
provide life changing, faith enhancing 
opportunities for you and your youth. 
So go ahead and turn these pages with 
great enthusiasm. Go ahead, discover 
all the great opportunities for youth 
and youth workers in our Conference. 

I believe you’ll find something just as 
“breath taking” as chasing after a run¬ 
ning AC and much more helpful. 

Please call on me if you would like 
to explore the ways that I can make 
your youth ministry more effective 
and fruitful or if you feel like an air 
conditioner has been drop on you and 
you just need a little Sabbath and 
renewal. I am here for you! 

Be Cool! 

Grace & Peace! 

Tom Dolph 

Conference Director of 

Youth Ministries 

p.s. If you’re not a regular sub¬ 
scriber to the Louisiana Now! but 
would like to be, call Betty Backstrom 
@ 888-239-5286 or 225-346-1646 



We’re Here 
to Help 

If you need our help, 
you can always contact us 

Tom Dolph 
Director of Youth 
Ministries 

tomdolph@la-umc. org 

Shirlene Spears 

Assistant to the Director 

shirlenespears@la-umc. org 

or call us at 

(225) 346- 1646 
or 

(888)239-5286 


MaicfGs V®qo[t 



Youth and Youth Workers Calendar of 



Louisiana. Conference Web Page: 
http://www.la-umc.org/youth 





2009 

2010 

2011 


Perkins School of Youth Ministry © 

(Adult workers with youth) - Dallas, Texas 


January 9-14 

January 7-13 

Happening (10 th -12 th grades & adults) 



January 15-17 

January 14-16 

CCYM Meeting 



January 22-23 

January 21-22 

Sr. High Retreat (9 th -12 th grades Sc adults) 

#i 

#2 


February 5-7 
February 19-21 

April 4-6 

April 11-13 

Discemers Academy © 



March 12-14 

March 25-27 

Confirmation Day with the Bishop 



March 20 

March 19 

YSF Sunday 



May 2 

May 1 


DCYM Training (District Teams) 


June 5-6 

June 4-5 

June 3-4 


Louisiana Annual Conference 


June 7-10 

June 6-9 

June 5-8 


JYMO 


Spi-Li-Ra 

July 5-9 

July 11-15 

Happening (10 th -12 th grades Sc adults) 


July 10-12 

July 9-11 

July 15-17 

Spi-La-Ra 


July 13-17 




LYMO (CCYM Members) 


July 20-22 

July 19-21 

July 18-20 

Weekend of the Cross - Northshore 


July 23-26 




Weekend of the Cross - Shreveport 


July 23-26 




Weekend of the Cross - Gonzales 


July 30-Aug 2 




Weekend of the Cross - Ruston 


July 30-Aug 2 




Fall Convocation (Youth Sc Adults) 


September 12 

September 11 

September 10 

Discerning the Call 



October 16-17 

October 15-16 

JR. High Retreat (7 th & 8 th grades Sc adults) 

#1 

November 6-8 

November 12-14 

November 4-6 

Exploration 2009 - Dallas, Texas 


November 13-15 




Re-Think Evangelism 


November 14 



'ji . 

Y 1 a 

W. T. Handy Convocation 


November 20-21 



O ii 
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© = Activities for Adult Workers With Youth 













































JUNE 26, 2009 


Louisiana Conference NOW! 


7 


All 3 Events Held at the Wesley Center, 

A Center for Spiritual Renewal in Woodworth 




# 1 February 19 th - 21 st , 2010 
or 

#2 February 26 th -28 th , 2010 

Event Fee: $ 85.00 per person 

Deadline for BOTH events: Noon, February 15 th , 2010 


At least there is hope for a tree: 

If it is cut down, it will sprout again, 
and its new shoots will not fail. Job 


^Convocatti 

A Celebration of Fun 

Fellowship, and Worship 

September 12 th , 2009 

10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

$25.00 Per Person 
DEADLINE 


November 6 th - 8 th , 2009 
(My One Nteteml - Be Sm to Register Early 

$ 85.00 Per Person 

Deadline: - Noon, November 2 nd , 2009 


Exploration 2009 slated for Nov. 13-15 

EXPLORATION 2009, to be held in Dallas, Tex. from Nov. 13-15, is a gathering for 
young people (high-school seniors through age 24) considering ordained ministry in 
The United Methodist Church. 

You will learn that all baptized Christians are called to ministry, and that some people 
are called to ordained ministries of Word, Sacrament, Order and Service through the 
church. Participants will learn how to discern God’s call, the nature of ordained ministry 
and steps into ordained ministry. 

The ordained ministry of deacons and elders offers incredible opportunities for service 
in a variety of settings. Ministry settings might include the local church, campus min¬ 
istry, hospital or military chaplaincy, mission at home and abroad. 

Registration scholarships in the amount of $150 are available for participants who demonstrate need and who are attending 
EXPLORATION for the first time and submit a completed Scholarship Application Form by September 9, 2009. Complete reg¬ 
istration for EXPLORATION by September 9, 2009 - including a $150 deposit. Scholarship recipients will be reimbursed for 
their registration fee at EXPLORATION. 

Download the Scholarship Form PDF and fill it out, using the embedded interactive form fields. Then, either email it 
directly or print and mail to: 



GBHEM / EXPLORATION - Scholarships 
Tom Carter 
PO Box 340007 
Nashville, TN 37203-0007 

For more information visit www.gbhem.org/exploration 


Opportunities 
for Adults 

Do you find yourself saying “But what 
about me?” Then check out these opportu¬ 
nities for those adults who work with 
youth in your local church. 

Elsewhere in this edition of the 
Louisiana Now! you will find information 
on the consultive opportunities offered by 
the Conference Office of Youth Ministries. 
We also encourage you to take advantage 
of these training experiences: 

Youth Specialties/National Youth 
Worker’s Convention 

Before you register for one of these 
great training events, check with our office 
to get a discount code that will get you the 
best rate possible. (Even better than the 
Alumni rate!) For information about the 
events themselves check out 
http ://www.NYW C .com 
Perkins School of Youth Ministry 
This annual youth workers event offers 
excellent training close to home. Held in 
January each year, this event is sponsored 
by the Perkins School of Theology. The 
Conference Office of Youth Ministries 
offers a significant scholarship for this 
training. Continue to watch the NOW and 
our website for more information. Finally, 
you are highly encouraged to take advan¬ 
tage of online opportunities to connect 
with excellent resources and oth- ers in the 
trenches just like you. Check out the 
reources and message board links on our 
web page www.la-umc.org/youth as well 
as a couple of great national sites: 
http://www.gbod.org/youngpeople/ and 
http ://www.youthworkermovement. org/ 


Did you 
know that we 
can help... 

* Your ministry with ideas, 
resources, meetings and form? 
Tom is available to work one on 
one with your church’s youth 
ministry to strengthen what 
you’re already doing, train your 
leadership and/or revitalize 
your weary bones. Call on him! 

* Your youth discover a God¬ 
shaped perspective on sexuali¬ 
ty? We have persons trained 
and ready to come to your 
church to present seminars to 
your Jr. or Sr. High Youth. 

* Your youth who are feeling 
that nudge into ministry? 
Contact us for information on 
Discerning the Call events, The 
Discerner’s Academy and 
Exploration 06. 

For more information call Tom 
at (225) 346-1646 (888-239-5286) 
or visit online at www.la- 
umc.org/youth 
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Weekend of the Cross 
slated for Gonzales, 
Northshore, Ruston 
and Shreveport 

Weekend of the Cross (W.O.C) is a 
Christ-driven mission opportunity for 
youth (who have completed grades 6-12) 
who feel a calling to serve Christ. The 
goal of W.O.C. is to spread the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ to those who are in 
need of help. W.O.C. uses repair and main¬ 
tenance opportunities as a doorway to 
share the Good News of the gospel. They 
will experience dynamic devotionals, 
evening worship and activities. 

This summer, youth can participate in 
W.O.C. events in the Northshore area (July 
23-26), Shreveport/Bossier area (July 23- 
26), Gonzales (July 30-Aug. 2), and 
Ruston (July 30-Aug. 2). 

For the Northshore event, the registra¬ 
tion fee is $100 per person with a $50 non- 
refundable deposit per person. All registra¬ 
tion forms and fees must be received by 
July 15. For more information contact Rev. 
Ben McGehee at (985) 863-7452 or Rev. 
Andy Durbin at (985) 626-3307 or email 
adurbs23@gmail.com 

Featured speaker for the Northshore 
W.O.C. will be Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill. 
She currently lives in Shreveport where 
she is one of the directors of Youth and 
Young Adults at Grace Community UMC. 

W. O. C. participants serving at work¬ 
sites in the Shreveport/Bossier area will be 
staying at Centenary College. 

Worship will be led by Mark Sorensen. 
Mark began his singing career at the age of 
five and has served as a youth pastor and 
contemporary worship leader, writing 
music and leading people into the heart of 
worship. Featured speaker this year will be 
Rev. Andy Durbin, youth pastor at 
St.Timothy’s on the North Shore UMC in 
Mandeville, La. 

Lunches will be served at various local 
churches. Registration is $150, which cov¬ 
ers room and meals, materials for the proj¬ 
ects, supplemental insurance, and worship 
leaders. A non-refundable $50 deposit is 
required for each person upon registration. 
No registrations will be taken after July 1. 

To register, contact Meghan Hochstetler 
at Meghan@asburybossier.org or call (318) 
453-1457. Note that one adult must be reg¬ 
istered for every four youth and every 
adult needs to provide a vehicle that will 
transport five or more people. 

The W.O.C. event held in Gonzales is 
sponsored by First United Methodist 
Church, Gonzales. The activities during the 
weekend will be held at the church and in 
the Gonzales area. 

The cost for the four days for youth is 
$75. This cost covers meals, housing, 
materials for the projects, supplemental 
insurance, t-shirt and worship facilitators. 
The cost for adults wanting to order a t- 
shirt is $10. Contact Joy Comeaux at (225) 
647-4678 for registration information for 
the Gonzales event. Note that one adult 
must accompany every five youth. The 
deadline to register is July 10, 2009. 

For information about the W.O.C. event 
in Ruston, please contact Rev. Brian 
Mercer at brianm@trinityruston.org 


RETH\HK:EVANGELISM 


A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 



Dr. Tony C3mpdo P pressor emeriliJE at Eastern Uni¬ 
versity, is the founder of the Evangelical Association for 
the Promotion of Education, an organization that devel¬ 
ops sdiools and social programs In various third world 
countries and in cities -across North America. He is the 
author of books, his latest three being, "Letters to a 
Young Evangelical," -h Ttit God of Intimacy and Action" 
and hps most recent release is "Red Letter Chris dans, A 
Citizen's Guide to Faith and Politics." 



Sponsored by the Lou Islin* Annual Conference 
Conference- Board of □ iscipl eship 
Conference Board of Laity 
ConfirwiGB Ministry Taam 


What if we began to RETHINK: EVANGELISM? 

What if we understood that evangelism begins with listening? What if 
we began to rethink evangelism as a way of life rather than a specific set 
of practices? What if we understood evangelism to be anything sve do 
to help another person move doser to a relationship with God? 

Dr. Tony Campolo will help us begin to rethink evangelism. With humor, 
wisdom, and experience Dr. Campolo will energize and equip you for 
effective mission and help you share your folth with others. 


RETHINK: EVANGELISM: 

Dr. Tony Cam pul □, Keynote Speaker 
Saturday, November 14,2009 
The Alexandria Riverfront Center 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Before September 13 : £20 

After September 15: $25 

At the door: $30 

Ltmcli Is included with registration, 

Vou may register online: iiAArtAVTethlnkevdrigfeJfsm.org 



Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 


Age Rate 


70 

6.1% 

75 

6.3 

80 

7.1 

85 

8.1 

90+ 

9.5 


*Two-life rates are lower. 


(225) 346-1535 


Great for You 

Great for Your Church 

You receive income for life. 

With a charitable gift annuity, you get a high, 
fixed rate of return that’s unaffected by economic 
downturns. 

Your income is steady. 

Annuity payments do not change. 

Your income is partially tax-free. 
Your church is supported forever. 

Contact us or go to our website for a free, 
no-obligation, personalized illustration 
of a charitable gift annuity. 



UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

"Where Faith and Money Come Together" 


(800) 256-9317 www.umfgiving.org 
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Finding a Window 


Laity Address of 
Dr. Sarah S.Kreutziger 
delivered during the 
2009 La. Annual Conference 

Bishop Hutchinson, Dr. Cottrill, Dr. 
Miller, Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

The Board of Laity (BOL) Report 
begins on page 62 in the Pre- 
Conference Journal. 

It is indeed an honor to give the first 
Laity Address of the new quadrennium 
as your new Conference Lay Leader. I 
would be remiss if I did not ask our out¬ 
going Board of Laity members to stand 
so that you can see these hard working 
individuals once again and give them 
your thanks. 

Sadly, we have to say “good-bye” to 
a current Board member, the Rev. Jared 
Williams, since he was ordained last 
night and thus is no longer a layman. 

This Board was under the able serv¬ 
ice of the former Conference Lay 
Leader, Mr. George “Buzzy” Anding, 
who continues to work with us as our 
parliamentarian and legal counsel. 
Buzzy is a great spiritual leader, 
Wesleyan to the core, and leaves a 
tremendous legacy for others to follow. 
His older sister, Corre, provided some 
insight into the roots of Buzzy’s reli¬ 
giosity that I would like to share with 
you now. 

Buzzy is the youngest child and only 
son of an extremely adoring mother. So 
much so that he was clearly her favorite 
in the family. His two older sisters, both 
aspiring United Methodist women and 
therefore acutely aware of the social 
justice implications of such favoritism, 
sought to rectify the inequality with 
direct action. They took the young tod¬ 
dler, tied him up carefully, and threw 
him into a trash can - in a magnificent 
effort to solve their dilemma. Alas, their 
well crafted plans were for naught. 
Buzzy’s mother rescued him.. .and she 
had to do it more than once, according 
to Buzzy. 

I can only surmise that the young 
Buzzy learned many great spiritual les¬ 
sons from these experiences. Being 
saved was certainly important, but he 
also learned first hand Wesley’s admo¬ 
nition to his followers: that it is very 
important to be prepared to “flee from 
the wrath to come!!”.. ..Thank you, 
Buzzy. 

See Laity Address, page 2 



Dr. Sarah S. Kreutziger, conference lay leader, addresses the audience during 
the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference held June7-10 at the Pontchartrain 
Center in Kenner, La. Kreutziger urged her listeners to embrace evangelism 
and laity’s primary mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor¬ 
mation of the world. 
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Laity Address from page i 

I have yet to learn the histories of the 
current Board, well except for my husband 
Keith’s, but I do want you to meet our new 
Board and hear a tiny bit of what we are 
doing. Our BOL already had a rousing 
introduction earlier during the Laity 
Session led by our Head Cheerleader, Mrs. 
Carolyn Dove and her youth team. Carolyn 
reported yesterday at our Laity Session that 
the Daughenbaugh-Matheny Scholarship 
Fund has awarded 18 scholarships to our 
fine Methodist students thanks to the hard 
work of our Bishop, District 
Superintendents, District Lay Leaders and 
their teams. 

We have to give thanks, as well, to our 
Conference presidents Mrs. Edna Hickman 
of the United Methodist Women, Mr. Gard 
Wayt of the United Methodist Men, and 
Miss Hannah Grantham of the United 
Methodist Youth Fellowship, for creatively 
promoting participation through their mis¬ 
sion and discipleship outreach. 

Mr. Tim Hebert is wearing two hats as 
the head of our Lay Speaking Schools and 
as the point person on our Certified Lay 
Minister program, which you will hear 
more about later. 

The 1000 Club, under Mr. Walter 
Weiss’s direction, has been very busy. After 
going through a very thorough process, 
their Executive Committee made a propos¬ 
al yesterday to the laity of the Conference 
that was voted upon and accepted. The pro¬ 
posal asked that funds held for a new 
church start in Grambling, which has been 
put on hold for the time being, be used 
instead as a loan for Lafayette’s Emanuel 
UMC’s purchase of land and for another 
new church start elsewhere in the 
Conference. The money is to be repaid into 
the Grambling fund as soon as possible. 

Board Secretary Mrs. Marveme Terrell 
and Board Treasurer Mrs. Glennell Cottrill 
provide the organizational structure for our 
Board, while the Members at Large and the 
former Conference Lay Leaders keep us on 
track. Dr. Anita Crump does that for me 
and I am grateful. Our ex-officio members, 
Rev. Roger Lathan, Dr. Donald Cottrill, 
and Ms Rhonda Whitley make sure we stay 
connected while the District Lay Leaders 
drive the action of our outreach. 

Mrs. Joyce Robinson, our Associate Lay 
Leader, is a major part of this great team 
and was hostess to our Laity Breakfast this 
morning. Saints football player, Mr. Jon 
Stinchcomb, did a great job as speaker to a 
packed crowd. We are very grateful that he 
stepped up to the plate or should I say, 
“took the ball and ran with it?” In short, 
you have a fine Board worthy of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

This Board, in partnership with the cler¬ 
gy, is asked this year to seek out new faces 
in new places as part of a four-year long 
campaign to discover what sparks the 
attention of the unchurched. We are to 
“Rethink Church” and the way we do 
things. The symbol chosen for this evangel¬ 
istic thrust is the door or the doors. 
Everywhere in our church you can visual¬ 
ize all kinds of doors: here, on the internet, 
in the media, and in multiple discussions of 
the church’s future. Even our Public 
Service Announcements proclaim that we 
are the church of “Open Minds, Open 
Hearts, and Open Doors.” Did you notice 


that President Obama’s speech at Notre 
Dame used our theme as he told his audi¬ 
ence that Catholics believed in Open 
Hearts and Open Minds? So the word, 
praise God, is going forth. 

But as I look at the images and hear our 
wonderful, effective message, a nagging 
thought surfaces through my persnickety 
mind. What if some of our doors are not 
open? It reminds me of a story that Bishop 
Richard Looney tells about his Sunday 
school class in my home church in 


Waynesville, North Carolina. The name of 
the Sunday school class, he says, is “the 
Open Door.” During the summer the 
church’s air conditioning does not keep the 
classroom cool, so the members have a 
sign on the door that says, “The Open Door 
Sunday School Class. Please keep the door 
closed at all times.” 

The story illustrates one of the chal¬ 
lenges of this campaign;.. .what do we do 
when the doors are not open;.. .or when the 
doors are open, but no one wants to come 
in;.. .or for that matter, when the doors are 
open, but the members refuse to go out? 

Denominational leaders are certainly 
aware of these concerns and doing what 
they can to meet the challenge. Many are 
urging us to lead beyond the walls; restruc¬ 
ture our boards and agencies; start new 
churches; add Contemporary Services; use 
more technology; become more orthodox; 
become more progressive; recapture the 
Great Narrative; stop accommodating to 
cultural mores; make the main thing, the 
main thing; and return to core Wesleyan 
rules: Do no Harm, Do Good, and Stay in 
Love with God. 

We are reminded that we have one mis¬ 
sion statement, two major aims, three 
forms of grace, four foci, the quadrilateral, 
five practices of faithful congregations, 
seven - or more - means of grace (depend¬ 
ing on whom is counting), power in the 
Connection, and a theology - my belief too 
- that is the best in Christendom. 
Methodism is a virtual cornucopia of pro¬ 
grams, plans and promises. If left brain 
dominance opens doors, then by golly, 
we’re there. 

But what if it takes more than creative 
planning and effective outreach to win oth¬ 
ers to Christ? What if all of our good plans 


and actions, as Buzzy’s older sisters 
learned, isn’t enough? What if some of the 
doors, despite heroic efforts, stay shut? 
What then do we do? 

Well.. .nothing.. .Sometimes we just 
have to do our best and leave the rest to 
God. In other words, Trust in the Lord, 
wait patiently for his voice, stand ready, 
and then let the Holy Spirit lead the way. 
Maybe, just maybe, God has something 
else to teach us about evangelism beyond 
our plans and programs. 


Both our faith and historical evidence 
verify this. A Jewish saying proclaims that 
“life happens when you are making other 
plans.” Just as we settle happily.. .or 
unhappily into our familiar ruts, accommo¬ 
dating to the planned course of our lives; 
God, moving in the Karios of eternity, sur¬ 
prises us with his serendipitous grace and 
shows us a different future; a different path. 
Just as we sing in our Conference song, 
“Who can explore His strange design?” 

And if it plays out in our lives this way, 
how much more apparent is “His Strange 
Design” played out in history? How often 
have contemporary chroniclers closed the 
door on an era, only to discover subse¬ 


quently that in the margins of that era’s 
grand design, God is writing his own story 
in a much larger narrative? Think about 
it.... 

—The symbol of extreme cruelty and 
death used by the Romans for centuries to 
terrify their enemies and warn people away, 
now, sanctified by Ultimate Sacrifice, 
invites millions into a life of sanctuary and 
grace. OR 

—Roman roads built to connect mili¬ 
tary outposts throughout their conquered 
lands were used more productively by Paul 
and the Disciples to spread the Message to 
the world that peace in Christ Jesus was at 
hand. OR 

—The quiet, repetitive, tedious work of 
obedient monks copying manuscripts in 
isolated monasteries throughout the Dark 
Ages spawned the birth of the Renaissance 
and the Protestant Reformation. 

OR 

—Two brothers growing up in a small, 
chilly outpost of outcasts strangely warmed 
the hearts of their country by preaching 
outside the closed doors of their moribund 
churches, thereby saving England from the 
violent revolutions that destroyed other 
parts of Europe.. .and later Russia. 

—And today, thousands of Louisiana 
United Methodists are offered new life by a 
lay movement begun in another country, in 
another language, under the auspices of 
another religion that sneaked past our 
church during the peak of Methodism’s 
influence in numbers and resources and 
returned at the very moment that we need¬ 
ed to unleash the bonds of the Spirit. That 
Movement of course is Cursillo, the 
Mother of the Three Day Weekends 
Renewals. 

“Who can explore his strange design?” 

So, you can see why I’m excited about 
what God might be doing under the cover 
of His will while we make our plans, chart 
our course, and pray. I can’t wait to experi¬ 
ence the tipping point for spectacular 
renewal and look forward to its coming 
soon. I may have some evidence, in fact, 
that God may be just about ready. It comes 
from Jon Meachan’s article in Newsweek 
over Easter. Mr. Meachan, Newsweek’s 
Senior Editor, believes that Christianity is 
on the decline in America. He quotes 
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During the Laity Session of the 2009 La. Annual Conference, youth delegates 
cheered during the introduction of the Board of Laity. Lay initiatives such as the 
1000 Club, United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, Rethink:Evangelism, 
and the new Certified Lay Minister Program were discussed during the session. 
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Laity Address continued 
notable figures and dismal statistics to 
prove his point that we are entering a post- 
Christian period just as Europe and other 
Western countries have done earlier. His 
report is just the latest in a myriad of pes¬ 
simistic utterances that tout our demise. 

With such doom and gloom in the 
world, I can’t help but believe that God is 
about to surprise us again because I know 
that just when the world declares that the 
party is over, our Creator brings out the 
covered dish feast and starts the music all 
over again!!! 

In other words, God is God.. .The Spirit 
moves where it will.. .The Deity we wor¬ 
ship is the same person who appeared in 
the midst of the frightened disciples in the 
upper room WHEN THE DOOR WAS 
CLOSED AND LOCKED. If the door isn’t 
open, then He comes in anyway, finding 
whatever portal that is available and using 
whomever’s willing heart says, “Yes.” 

Sometimes the portal is a window. 

One of my favorite historical accounts 
in Women’s History is the “Ladies of 
Seneca Falls, NY.” The women gathered at 
a Methodist Church in 1848 to write up a 
declaration of voting rights for their sis¬ 
ters. . .just as they had done earlier in the 
push for voting rights for Blacks and other 
oppressed populations. Although they had 
been assured that they could meet at the 
chapel, when the women gathered they 
found the door firmly locked because of 
the opposition to their cause. The women, 
undeterred, simply found an open window, 
climbed in.. .replete in gloves, hats, gown, 
and petticoats; opened the door and held 
the meeting that would lead to the granting 
of women’s suffrage 72 years later. 

Well, that’s what the Board of Laity is 
doing; seeking open doors when possible 
or open windows when not.. .and praying 
for guidance all the way. 

One new initiative from the Board of 
Laity that has looked for an opening for 
awhile is the Certified Lay Minister pro¬ 


Professional football player Jon 
Stinchcomb of the New Orleans Saints 
gave a personal testimony at the Laity 
Breakfast on Tuesday, June 9. Jon 
explained that he admired a personal friend 
who also served as a chaplain for the team 
for many years. Over time, Jon also 


gram approved by the 2004 General 
Conference. Were it not for the dogged per¬ 
severance of Mr. Tim Hebert and offer of 
help by the Rev. John Edd Harper to 
anchor the training and guidelines in our 
Conference, this new opportunity to claim 
and honor the work of our laity might have 
died on the vine. While the General Church 
has structured the training to strengthen the 
role of supply pastor for small, poorly 
resourced pulpits, our task force has chosen 
to widen the mission and scope of the 
office by stressing training that enhances 
the gifts and talents of the Laos; lay people 
called out into ministries that strengthen the 
community and church. In other words, a 
Certified Lay Minister is someone who 
brings his or her expertise, vocational expe¬ 
rience, love of God, and passion to serve, 
places it under the loving arm of the 
church, and works in partnership with the 
ordained clergy to fill gaps and strengthen 
service in all areas of Kingdom Building 
and not just in the important work of filling 
small church pulpits. 

The office is already being used produc¬ 
tively in other conferences. One District 
Superintendent in Pennsylvania uses 17 
Certified Lay Ministers in her District, only 
one of whom works as a supply pastor. 

Additionally, the General Board of 
Discipleship received a $50,000 grant from 
the Foundation for Evangelism for a pro¬ 
posal to use this lay ministry to train lay 
evangelists, especially in Hispanic and 
other ethnic churches where lay pastors and 
their lay leaders are building congregations. 
(I’m tempted to remind us here that this is 
how the American Methodist church was 
built, but I won’t.) 

Tim and John Edd, with the help of 
Mrs. Carolyn Dove and Mr. Bryan Core, 
who is our Conference’s first Certified Lay 
Minister, held an all day workshop on April 
25th, to introduce this position and begin 
the first training. Twenty adventurous indi¬ 
viduals showed up to pioneer this effort 
and begin a journey that has the potential to 
enrich our Conference life beyond meas¬ 


became an encourager and mentor to fel¬ 
low Saints team members regarding their 
faith in God. Jon is a member of 
Munholland United Methodist Church in 
Metairie and is well-known for his hospital 
visitation during the football season. 


ure. If we can just begin to think beyond 
the narrow confines of our appointed insti¬ 
tutional rounds and yoke the talents of lay 
people who want to use their gifts for out¬ 
reach and mission, but are not called to 
ordained ministry. 

Tim can give you information on this 
and has already contacted the graduates of 
Lay Speaking Schools since that is the first 
step in the process. You can also access the 
Conference website for information. As 
you can see, I am very excited about the 
potential for such a ministry if we will 
open our hearts and creative minds to such 
an opportunity. 

The other new Board of Laity initiative 
that can open many doors is one that has 
already been lifted up by Dr. Don Cottrill 
yesterday. 

RETHINK: EVANGELISM provides a 
way for those of us who talk the talk to 
walk the walk. All you have to do is get 
yourself and your friends to the Alexandria 
Riverfront Center on Saturday, November 
14, pay $20 or $30 each (depending on 
how much you procrastinate) and listen to 
one of the best preachers in America, Dr. 
Tony Campolo, teach us how to reach out 
to others. Then, during the next year, you 
simply invite an unchurched person into 
discipleship. How easy is that? 

So, I urge you, I beg you, and am count¬ 
ing on all of you as leaders in our churches, 
to go back, motivate your congregations, 
pray diligently, and participate fully in the 
PRIMARY MISSION OF OUR 
CHURCH, which is, TO MAKE DISCI¬ 
PLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE 
TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD. 

My hope is that these initiatives and the 
ongoing work of our Board will give impe¬ 
tus for us to build a much needed laity 
infrastructure for rapid communication. We 
can do it with today’s technology if we 
have the will and do a much better job of 
connecting the dots. If you are a local 
church lay leader, please, please make sure 
that your District Lay Leader has your e- 
mail address and/or phone number. I sus¬ 


pect we have a vast network of individuals 
just waiting for the invitation to do more 
for the Kingdom if they knew what to do. 

And if God has already put an idea in 
your head and a mission in your heart, then 
please, please contact us with your idea or 
hound your pastor about it. We want people 
with passion in our work. I pray that the 
day of putting a person’s name in a space 
just to have the space filled or telling an 
individual that the church job you are ask¬ 
ing them to do won’t take much time, is 
over. We have too much talent in our con¬ 
gregations to do less than what God is 
challenging us to do. 

Whenever I think of what little we are 
asked to do in these times, I think of a dif¬ 
ferent period when life was much harder 
and the challenges so much more com¬ 
pelling. On Christmas Eve, 1784, 63 lay 
preachers, with an average age of 30, gath¬ 
ered together from all over the Northeast in 
a small meeting house appropriately called 
Lovely Lane located in Baltimore, 
Maryland. They had ridden miles through 
bad weather to organize their societies into 
a conference and elect their first American 
Bishop, Frances Asbury. The meeting was 
short. As Luccock and Garrison reported in 
Endless Line of Splendor (1992), “The 
appointments were made; the final prayer 
offered; and it was almost as though some 
of the men leaped through the windows of 
the chapel (italics mine) onto their horses 
to be on their way. The King’s business 
required haste and got it. The day after the 
Conference, Asbury rode 30 miles, through 
frost and snow, to Fairfax, Virginia. 

Thomas Coke started a six month preach¬ 
ing tour of the South” (R 40). 

So, I ask you, are we called to do any 
less today for the “King’s business”? 

Please.. .Please.. .Find a door and if one 
isn’t open, look for a window and wait for 
God to bless the rest. Amen. 

Sarah S. Kreutziger 

Conference Lay Leader 

Louisiana Annual Conference 


Stinchcomb speaks at Laity Breakfast 



John Stinchcomb, offensive tackle for the New Orleans Saints, offers his testimo¬ 
ny to a large crowd during the Laity Breakfast held during annual conference. 



Allen addresses W.T. Handy Luncheon 

Dr. Fred A. Allen, chairperson of the held during annual conference. Seated, 

Strengthening the Black Church for the left to right, are Ruth Handy, Bishop 
21st Century Initiative, served as keynote Hutchinson, his wife Kay, and Bishop 
speaker for the W. T. Handy Luncheon, Forrest Stith and his wife Josephine. 
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Kids just want to have fun! 


Children of delegates to the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference enjoyed field 
trips throughout the New Orleans area while their parents attended sessions at 
the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner. A happy group is shown on one of the excur¬ 
sions having fun at the Aquarium of the Americas. 

First UMC - Bossier City 



First United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City celebrated Heritage Sunday 
on Memorial Day weekend by honoring 
the church’s active military and veterans. 

A glass case displaying pictures church 
military, living and deceased, memorabilia 
and information on their service history 
was featured. All six branches of the armed 
forces were depicted on a six-foot banner 
alongside the display case. Underneath the 
banner were copies of each branch’s song 
and motto. Standing in front of the case 


are military veterans Gene Hinton, Mary 
Lou Hughes, Ralph Hughes, and Paul 
Draper, all members of First UMC. 

As part of Heritage Sunday, a display of 
archived picture albums, member directo¬ 
ries, and other items from First UMC’s 99- 
year historical past were displayed and 
enjoyed by members of all ages. Display 
boards featuring every quarter century 
were posted, and church historians will be 
adding the “100th” in 2010. 


Asbury UMC - Bossier City 





/ . 


■ T i 


m 



Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City had a great time learning to 
R.O.C.K. (Rely on Christ the King). Under 
the direction of Christena Haacker and 
with help from a great team of VBS volun¬ 
teers, this is the second year that Asbury 
has written original Vacation Bible School 
curriculum and it was a hit! Asbury kids 


participated in mission projects, singing, 
games and learning about the Bible. To see 
all of the fun pictures from the week go to 
www.asburybossier.org and click on the 
Vacation Bible School Pictures link on the 
home page or go to 
www.youtube. com/AsburyOffice. 


Disciple Bible Study Training 
Christian Believer and Jesus in the Gospels 

Friday , July 31 for Disciple II, III, and IV (Christian Believer) 
Saturday, Aug. 1 for Disciple I (Jesus in the Gospels) 

St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC in Mandeville 
$100 per person for each day’s class 

To register, go to www.sttimothyumc.org to download the form. Complete 
the registration form and return it with your check. Make out the check 
to St. Timothy UMC with a note “Disciple Training” and mail it to 
335 Asbury Dr., Mandeville, LA 70471 Attn. - Lylln Guth Brinkman 

Registrants must provide their own Teacher Helps and Student Manual 
and a lesson must be prepared before the training. That information will 
be sent upon receipt of your registration. 

For more information contact Lylln Guth Brinkman at (985) 626-3307, 
ext. 107 or Tracy Stover, ext. 106 or email 
lbrinkman@sttimothyumc.org 







































JULY 10, 2009 


Louisiana ConferenceT^Wf 


5 



Emelda Angrum, Melanie Nero, Rev. Willis Laws, Brenda Thomas-Nero and Viola 
Spears are pictured at one of the services held during a revival sponsored by 
United Methodist churches in the East Feliciana area. The ladies served as com¬ 
munion stewards for the service. 


Mt. Zion, Beech Grove, Wesley/Asbury and 
Andrew Chapel UMC’s celebrate revival 


Mt. Zion United Methodist Church, 
along with Beech Grove, Wesley/Asbury, 
and Andrew Chapel UMCs and pastors 
Rev. Willis Laws, Rev. Inita Smith, Rev. 
Gregory McClay and Rev. Isaac 
Hammond, respectively, celebrated Lenten 
Season with their first unified United 
Methodist revival. Services began Ash 
Wednesday at Mt. Zion UMC, and every 
subsequent Tuesday at 7 p.m. at one of the 
participating churches. 

“We have begun a United Methodist 
connective relationship between the 
churches in East Feliciana Parish,” said 
Reverend Willis Laws, pastor of Mt. Zion 
UMC. 


“We have started something here, and it 
should be continued beyond Lenten sea¬ 
son,” said Jackie Waggner, Evangelism 
Chairperson. 

The East Feliciana revival culminated 
at Mt. Zion for Holy Thursday Service 
with over 150 in attendance. The service 
ended with the serving of the “Chaburah 
meal.” The Chaburah meal, also known as 
the Passover meal, was a supper based on 
fellowship and love. 

“I am so excited about this new rela¬ 
tionship we have begun. I am looking for¬ 
ward to next year, when we invite more 
churches to join us,” said Rev. Laws. 


First UMC - Baton Rouge 



First United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge sponsored a golf tournament 
fundraiser on May 23 at the LSU Golf 
Course. Proceeds from the fundraiser ben¬ 
efit Connections For Life, a non-profit 
organization serving women exiting prison 
life. 

Event volunteers included, right to left, 
front row, Claire Berger, Lee Ann 
Fredericks, Karen Stagg, Judy Foust 
(event director), Jean Comeaux, Nicki 
Skelton, and Willie Irwin. Pictured on the 
back row are Joanne Saale, Cherry Mills, 


Connie DeLeo and Abby Roshto. 

Connections For Life is located in 
Baton Rouge and is a non-profit transition¬ 
al housing and re-entry program for 
woman coming from prison. The program 
provides housing, transportation, job 
placement assistance, life skill training, 
family re-unification assistance, and access 
to medial and mental health care. The pro¬ 
gram’s goal is to teach women how to help 
themselves and assist them with becoming 
independent members of the community. 


Broadmoor UMC - Baton Rouge 



Rev. Jose Ramon Ruiz Perez— 
Matanzas District Superintendent and pas¬ 
tor of the United Methodist church in 
Colon, Matanzas in Cuba—visited 
Broadmoor UMC, Baton Rouge in June to 
thank the congregation for its financial sup¬ 
port. 

Rev. Perez explained that the mission 
budget provides salaries for four pastors, 
the District Superintendent mechanic/dri- 
ver, and helps support district events. 
Broadmoor UMC has provided two 
motorcycles, two bicycles for pastors’ 
transportation, and a refrigerator and a 
washing machine for pastors who had 
none. 

Broadmoor UMC sent the visitor back 


to Cuba with monetary gifts, analgesics, 
vitamins and clothes. 

Rev. Perez also spoke to groups at 
Denham Springs UMC and was escorted 
by Pete Aguila, chairperson of the 
Louisiana Conference Hispanic-Latino 
Task Force, on a tour of New Orleans con¬ 
gregations that are serving the city’s 
expanding Hispanic population. In conver¬ 
sation, Pete and Jose discovered that Pete’s 
mother was Jose’s godmother. 

Pictured above are Kay Hutchinson, 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson, Rev. 

Perez, Rev. Ginny Allen, Pete Aguila, Rev. 
Fred Wideman and Anne Wideman. Rev. 
Wideman serves as pastor of Broadmoor 
UMC. 


Munholland UMC LAVIM team goes 
to South Africa and Swaziland 



Members of the Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team that served in Swaziland 
and South Africa from May 20-June 1 are pictured, front row, Jeannie Bishoff, 
Susan DeCan, Jeanne Cumberland, Paula Ragan, Linda Duerson, Anne Cutrer, 
Janet Cavalier, Martha Orphe and Anne Funk. Back row, Johnny Barron, Anne 
Barron, Tammy Davis, Connie Lincoln, Barbara Harris, Melissa Newell, Bay 
Salmeron, and George Duerson. Michael Cumberland is kneeling. 


A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
served in South Africa and Swaziland from 
May 19 - June 1. Team leader Rev. Janet 
Cavalier, associate pastor at Munholland 
United Methodist Church in Metairie, led 
the group of 18 people. Fifteen members of 
Munholland UMC, and team members 
from Pittsburgh and Arkansas joined Rev. 
Martha Orphe, director of Multi-cultural 
ministries for the conference, on a cross- 
cultural experience in Swaziland and South 
Africa assisting at the Lomngeletjane 
School. Some team members worked with 
the children during the school sessions. 


Others painted latrines all the school win¬ 
dows. Several team members dug a four- 
foot trench/foundation with hand tools for 
two teacher houses and other team mem¬ 
bers helped prepared the com crop for the 
fall feeding ministry. The group wor¬ 
shipped at the Lomngeletajane Church in 
Swaziland and the Primrose Methodist 
Church in Johannesburg, South Africa. The 
group also enjoyed seeing the animals in 
Kruger National Park. To leam more about 
the mission and see the work of the group 
go to www.chrisinswaziland.blogspot.com 
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Women of color program 
supported, encouraged graduates 



Oak Park UMC contributes to Children’s Home 


BY DEBORAH WHITE* 

Concern about the lack of diversity 
among faculty who teach religion and 
theology has recently received attention 
from media and the Fund for Theological 
Education. A gathering of FTE racial- 
ethnic theology scholars held in June was 
the subject of an Associated Press story. 
The doctoral students gathered at 
Vanderbilt University for a leadership 
development conference. The article that 
follows profiles three Women of Color 
scholars. The Women of Color Scholars 
Program of The United Methodist Church 
originated with the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry. 

Elenora Cushenberry of New Orleans 
was working on her Doctorate of Theology 
in Pastoral Counseling when Hurricane 
Katrina hit, causing major losses for her 
and her family - and making it hard for her 
to focus on her studies. 

She found much encouragement from 
the Women of Color Scholars Program. 
“When I thought of giving up, the Women 
of Color Scholars Program was one of the 
reasons I did not,” said Cushenberry, who 
is rebuilding her house after earning her 
degree in May from Gammon Theological 
Seminary. As of June 21, she is senior pas¬ 
tor of Philips Memorial United Methodist 
Church and Hartzell United Methodist 
Church, which both suffered major losses 
from Hurricane Katrina. 

Cushenberry is one of the three partici¬ 
pants in the Women of Color Scholars 
Program who earned doctorates in 2009, 
bringing the total number of graduates to 
26 in 20 years. The others are Jae Haeng 
Choi of Taft, Calif., and Leah Gunning 
Francis of St. Louis, Mo. 

“I’m a proud momma,” said Angella 
Current-Felder, executive director of the 
Office of Loans and Scholarships, General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. “I 
am exhilarated for what our church has 
been able to do. The denomination made a 
commitment, and it is happening.” 

The program began in 1989 after 
women at United Methodist seminaries and 
churches raised concerns about the lack of 
women of color faculty in theological edu¬ 
cation. It provides up to $10,000 a year in 
scholarship funds to United Methodist 
women of color who are Ph.D. or Th.D. 
students. Woman with at least one parent of 
African, Hispanic, Native American, Asian, 
or Pacific Islander background are eligible. 
In addition to placing women of color in 
faculty positions at all United Methodist 
seminaries, goals include increasing the 
number of women at the Ph.D. level in all 
seminaries and sponsoring events to sup¬ 
port of women of color pursuing graduate 
degrees. 

Now there are 20 United Methodist 
women of color who are teaching or serv¬ 
ing as administrators at a seminary, theo¬ 
logical school, or religion department at a 
university, Current-Felder said. “Some can¬ 
didates have been successful against all 
kinds of odds.” 

About a third of North American theo¬ 
logical schools of all denominations report 


they do not have a minority on their facul¬ 
ties. Fewer than 10 percent among all grad¬ 
uate religion and theology programs are 
non-Caucasian, according to a survey by 
the American Academy of Religion. 

Mentoring - a unique part of the pro¬ 
gram - has played an important role in that 
success. Seven women who hold doctorate 
degrees and work in theological education 
serve as mentors. Three are graduates of 
the program: Rosetta Ross, Anne Joh, and 
Linda Thomas. Other mentors are Karen 
Collier, Rita Nakashima Brock, Jung Ha 
Kim, and Daisy Machado. 

Help from mentors was vital for Choi, 
who grew up in Incheon, Korea. She said 
completing her Ph.D. program at Graduate 
Theological Union at Berkeley was diffi¬ 
cult in terms of language, culture, and gen¬ 
der; but other scholars and mentors became 
like sisters to her. “They listened to my 
struggles, shared their struggles, and 
offered me friendship, wisdom, and tis¬ 
sues,” she said. 

For Francis, the program provided the 
mentoring and financial support she needed 
to earn a doctorate in Christian Education 
and Congregational Studies at Garrett- 
Evangelical Theological Seminary while 
married with two children.Her journey to 
ministry began in Willingboro, N.J., where 
she was active in her church. After graduat¬ 
ing from Hampton University with a mar¬ 
keting degree, Francis landed a lucrative 
corporate job, but she sensed there was 
something else she was called to do. Now 
she is assistant professor of Christian 
Education at Eden Theological Seminary in 
St. Louis, Mo. “I love having the opportu¬ 
nity to engage students in critical reflection 
about the practices of ministry and its 
social, cultural, political, and historical 
influences,” she said. 

Cushenberry’s spiritual journey began in 
Happy Jack, La., about 50 miles from New 
Orleans. She grew up in the Roman 
Catholic Church and later joined the his¬ 
toric Trinity United Methodist Church 
where she served in many lay leadership 
positions. She studied to become a local 
pastor, but in 2000 felt called to attend 
seminary. At the time, her daughter was 
graduating from high school, and her son 
was going into middle school. 

Support from the Women of Color 
Scholars Program is multifaceted, 
Cushenberry said. In addition to financial 
assistance and mentoring, the program 
offered camaraderie and an open door to 
meetings with leaders of United Methodist 
seminaries. “The challenges of our lives 
have been negotiated, mitigated, mini¬ 
mized, put into perspective, and/or elimi¬ 
nated via our association with Women of 
Color Scholars,” she said. 

“What I love most about my work is 
realizing that this is God’s work in which I 
am a participant and that we are not alone 
— with that cloud of witnesses, we also 
stand on the shoulders of many,” 
Cushenberry said. “For me, one of those 
sets of shoulders is the Women of Color 
Scholars.” 

*Deborah White is a freelance writer in 
Nashville, Tenn. 


LAKE CHARLES - After 57 years of 
serving the people of Oak Park and the 
Lake Charles community, Oak Park United 
Methodist Church held its final worship 
service May 31. 

The church buildings are now the per¬ 
manent home for Warren UMC, who 
shared space with Oak Park UMC after 
losing its building during Hurricane Rita in 
2005. 

At the Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church held in Kenner June 7- 
10, Oak Park UMC’s pastor Rev. Shawn 
Hornsby presented Terrell Deville, CEO 
and President of the United Methodist 
Children’s Home, with a check represent¬ 
ing an endowment created for a new chil¬ 
dren’s home which is currently under con¬ 
struction in Sulphur, La. 

The $70,000 endowment established 
with the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana will provide an annual gift 
through the interest earned to the 


Methodist Children’s Home for Southwest 
Louisiana. 

The second gift presented by the con¬ 
gregation of Oak Park UMC went to the 
members of Warren United Methodist 
Church, which was formerly housed on 
Lawrence Street in Lake Charles. In the 
aftermath of Hurricane Rita, Warren UMC 
left their severely damaged property to 
share space with Oak Park UMC. 
Following Oak Park’s final church service 
on May 31, the congregation of Warren 
UMC received a new place to call home. 

Warren UMC will continue ministry in 
the Oak Park community under the leader¬ 
ship of newly appointed minister Rev. 
Anise Moses. 

Oak Park UMC, located at 1800 Orchid 
St. in the heart of the Oak Park neighbor¬ 
hood of Lake Charles, first opened to the 
public in March of 1952 under the leader¬ 
ship of the Rev. Theodore Weber 



Rev. Elenora Cushenberry, pastor of Phillips Memorial and Hartzell United 
Methodist Churches, is pictured with fellow Women of Color Scholors, Leah 
Gunning Francis and Jae Haeng Choi. 
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Make plans to attend a dynamic two-day 

Multi-Ethnic 
Ministry Conference 

Aug. 28-29, 2009 

Gretna United Methodist Church 
1309 Whitney Ave. 

Gretna, La. 70056 


Presented by 



Featured Speaker: Rev. Rodney Woo 

Learn more about 

• multi-ethnic ministry as a means of transformation and renewal 

• the principles of multi-ethnic ministry 

• using multi-ethnic ministry to reach Millennials and Generation X 

Cost: $49/$39 if registered by July 15/$20 student rate 


Special Pre-Conference Event: 
Worship Leaders Forum 

A two-day round table discussion 

facilitated by Dr. Jim Spoonts and 

Joe Galindo 

Aug. 26-Aug. 28 (concluding at 12 n.n.) 
Cost: $49 


Event sponsors 

The United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana, The 
Conference Office of Multi-cultural Ministries, The New 
Orleans District, Gretna UMC, First Grace UMC, and Mosaix 

Global Network 

For more information visit www.la-umc.org and click on the 
Multi-cultural Ministries link, or email multicultural@la- 
umc.org or marthaorphe@la-umc.org 

The Office of Multi-cultural Ministries can be reached by 
calling (225) 346-1646. 




Perkins School of Theology alumni worked during the 2009 La. Annual 
Conference to repair the storm-damaged home of a New Orleans woman, Ms. 
Pearl. The group was one of 12 volunteering throughout the city in rebuilding 
homes damaged by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 


Perkins alums work together at Annual Conference 


A highlight of the 2009 La. Annual 
Conference held in Kenner, La. was a 
Mission Project during which conference 
delegates helped with the rebuilding of 12 
storm-damaged New Orleans homes. 

A group of Perkins School of Theology 
alumni worked on the home of Ms. Pearl, a 
retired schoolteacher who did not have 
resources for repair and did not quality for 
Road Home funds. Alumni and friends 
arrived at Ms. Pearl’s house at 1 p.m. and 
spent three hours tearing down sheetrock, 
pulling up ruined flooring, cutting the grass 
and cleaning up the house. Everyone was 


tired and hot, but very happy to know that 
their contribution would assist Ms. Pearl 
with having a repaired home in which to 
live. 

Members of Bethany United Methodist 
Church in New Orleans prepared dinner for 
the Perkins alumni group on Tuesday 
evening. Bethany UMC was severely dam¬ 
aged during Katrina, with their pastor and 
members evacuated to cities across the 
country. With assistance from sister 
churches and conferences, they were able 
to rebuild and rebound. 


New web site’s social features facilitate Connection and Conversation 


NASHVILLE - One of the strategies 
used in developing The United Methodist 
Church’s new 10thousanddoors.org Web 
site was to include cutting edge social tools 
familiar to users which encourage partici¬ 
pation on the site and dialogue with other 
users. Now the 10thousanddoors.org site is 
being held up as one of the top examples of 
Google Friend Connect in action. 

Google Friend Connect is an online 
service that allows users on the Internet to 
connect with their friends on different Web 
sites. Using Friend Connect means that 
users who want to join the community 
don’t have to create a new ID if they 


already use other sites like Google, Yahoo, 
or AOL. 

The United Methodist Church’s new 
national advertising campaign directs view¬ 
ers to the 10thousanddoors.org site where 
they can discover that United Methodists 
are people of action—people who are 
“Opening hearts. Opening minds. 

Opening doors.” The Web site was 
designed primarily for the 18 to 34-year- 
old seeker audience as a place to explore 
all the diverse ways United Methodists are 
making a difference in the world, as well as 
learn about opportunities to share in that 
experience. 


Key to engaging the audience was not 
only providing relevant informational con¬ 
tent, but utilizing tools that enable seekers 
to take part in real-time conversation with 
one another and with those already in the 
church. The site is built on a menu of 
action verbs such as Talk, Go/Do, and 
Find. 

TALK generates dialogue with the rota¬ 
tion of four “daily life” questions from the 
main perspectives of World, People, 
Personal, and Prayer. These discussions 
often touch on unanswered personal ques¬ 
tions, family dilemmas, or spiritual chal¬ 
lenges. 


GO/DO, using Google Earth, highlights 
global opportunities and FIND allows visi¬ 
tors to search for a local United Methodist 
congregation by topic or interest, and to 
view that congregation’s self-created Find- 
a-Church profile. Updateable at any time, 
Find-a-Church profiles provide a way for 
churches to feature their outreach initia¬ 
tives, program information, event calen¬ 
dars, contact information, and more. 

If you haven’t already joined the 
10thousanddoors.org community or even 
visited the Web site, we invite you to do so 
soon. It’s a great way to interact with those 
seeking to leam more about the church. 
























8 


Louisiana ConferenceT^Wf 


JULY 10, 2009 


Methodist clergy 
receives award 

Rev. Yvonne 
Dayries, volunteer 
manager for La. 

Conference of the 
UMC Disaster 
Response Inc., received 
a certificate recogniz¬ 
ing her years of service 
when the Excalibur 
Club of Baton Rouge 
met May 8 at the Rev. Yvonne 

Marriott. Excalibur Dayries 

Vice President Bill 
Arceneaux presented the certificate. 

Rev. Dayries was serving as associate 
pastor of Mt. Zion United Methodist 
Church in New Orleans when Hurricane 
Katrina hit Louisiana. She lost her home, 
and Mt. Zion UMC was severely crippled 
with a destroyed sanctuary. “I was grieving 
from the losses, but I wanted to volunteer 
to help with the relief efforts that the con¬ 
ference had launched. Fortunately, my 
daughter Helina lived in Baton Rouge, so I 
was able to relocate. I started out answer¬ 
ing phones in the Disaster Response office. 
Eventually, I became the volunteer manag¬ 
er for the United Methodist Disaster 
Response Ministry,” said Dayries, who has 
served with the ministry since October of 
2005. 

Poor certified in 
Christian Education 

Becky Poor, a mem¬ 
ber of First United 
Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, has 
received her professional 
certification in Christian 
Education through The 
United Methodist. 

The certificate was 
presented to Poor dur¬ 
ing the 2009 Louisiana 
Annual Conference, 
held in Kenner, La. from June 7-10. 

Individuals may receive certification in 
several other areas including Evangelism, 
Music Ministry and Spiritual Formation. 

Church security course 
set for August 

Although we don’t like to think about 
violent acts occurring within the church 
walls, it is something for which we must 
prepare. Church leaders have an obliga¬ 
tion to church members, parishioners, and 
every visitor who steps inside our doors to 
provide a safe environment for worship. 

The Inter-Faith Church Security & 
Intruder Awareness Response course will 
offer the option of a 1 or 2 day seminar 
August 25-26 at Mount Sequoyah 
Conference Center in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. The course is conducted by 
Strategos International. 

For complete details and registration 
click here or go to 
www.mountsequoyah.org. 

Contact Marilyn, 800-760-8126 or pro- 
grams@mountsequoyah.org. 



Becky Poor 



RETH\HK:EVANGELISM 

A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 


V 


RETHINK; EVANGELISM; 

Dr. Tony Csmpolo^ Keynote Speaker 
Saturday, November 14, 2009 
The Alexandria Riverfront Center 
910 oa *m h-3 to op jn+ 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Before September 1 ^; S 20 
After September 15; $25 

At the door; $30 

Lunch Is Included with regis£rJtfoji. 

You may register online: www.rethmkev®ngeHsm r Qrg 


Dr. Tony Campolo, professor Amerltus at Eastern Uni¬ 
versity, Is the fo-imdtr of the Evangelical Association for 
the Promotion of Education, an organization that devel¬ 
ops -schools, and social programs in various third world 
countries and in dties across North America, he Is the 
author of 35 books, his latest three being. ^Lettars bo a 
Young Evan gel I cal , PI H T?ie God of Intimacy and Action” 
and hi5 most recent release is "Red Letter Christians, A 
Citizen’s Guide to Faith and Pol I tics." 




Sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Canf* 
' Conference ©oard ofDlsopfesfiip 
Conference ©oard of Laity 
Co nferen ce Ministry Team 


What if we began to RETH INK: EVANGELISM? 


What if we understood that evangelism begins with listening? What if 
tve began to rethink evangelism as a Way of life rather than a sped lie set 
of practices: What if we understood, evangelism to be anything we do 
to help another person move closer to a relationship with God? 


Dr- Tony Campcilti wffl help us begin to rethink 
and tKperftnce Dr. Campaio will em 


e| i 1 m. W! th humo r» 
and ectuSp you for 



Age Rate 


90+ 


6.1% 


*Two-life rates are lower. 


(225) 346-1535 


Great for You 

Great for Your Church 

You receive income for life. 

With a charitable gift annuity, you get a high, 
fixed rate of return that’s unaffected by economic 
downturns. 

Your income is steady. 

Annuity payments do not change. 

Your income is partially tax-free. 
Your church is supported forever. 

Contact us or go to our website for a free, 
no-obligation, personalized illustration 
of a charitable gift annuity. 


JL 

IT I UNITED METHODIST 

% FOUNDATION 

1 1 - of 'Louisiana - 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together' 


(800) 256-9317 www.umfgiving.org 










































For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 
at (225) 346-5193 
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Christian Education Sunday to be celebrated Aug. 23 


Christian Education Sunday is a great 
time for local churches to celebrate the 
work of staff and volunteers in the area of 
Christian Education. This year’s theme is 
“Christian Education is Lifelong,” 


The Bible text for this year’s celebration 
is Colossians 3:12-17. 

Local churches might consider ways to 
teach or use this in small groups or class 
settings on Christian Education Sunday. 


If your church celebrates by collecting a 
special offering for Christian Education, 
those can be sent to the conference office 

See Education, page 8 


Worker’s Rights 




Over 50 Hispanic/Latino workers 
from throughout the Greater New 
Orleans Area attended a conference 
on worker’s rights at First Grace 
United Methodist Church in New 
Orleans on June 4. Rev. Oscar 
Ramos, pictured above right, organ¬ 
ized the event. 


Conference Hispanic ministry hosts workshop 


New Orleans, La., June 4, 2009— 
Over 50 Hispanic/Latino workers from 
throughout the Greater New Orleans 
Area attended a conference on worker’s 
rights at First Grace United Methodist 
Church in New Orleans. 

Sponsored by Hispanic Ministries of 
the Louisiana Annual Conference and 
organized by GBGM Missionary Rev. 
Oscar Ramos, the conference offered 
steps to avoid exploitation by unscrupu¬ 
lous employers. 

“Imagine working for a whole week, 
laying tile on a floor. At the end of the 
week, the boss says he doesn’t like your 
work, and refuses to pay your salary. Or 
the boss instructs you to pick up your 
paycheck, but when you arrive, no one is 
there. The phone number you have does 
not work, and now you have no way to 
be paid for the work you have performed 
for several weeks,” said Rev. Becky 
Conner, who has been serving as part of 


the church’s Hispanic/Latino ministry in 
post-Katrina New Orleans. 

Attorney Casey Cowley advised the 
workers to routinely write down their 
employers’ names and addresses, along 
with usual paydays. Cowley also encour¬ 
aged them to keep careful records of 
dates and hours worked, and to give 
receipts to supervisors when they receive 
pay or reimbursement for construction 
materials and other items. 

The attorney passed out IOU forms 
that could be used when employers owe 
money to workers. He advised the con¬ 
ference participants to keep copies of all 
agreements with their employers. 

Representatives from Louisiana State 
University’s Agricultural Center and from 
Catholic Charities also passed out infor¬ 
mational brochures at the conference. 

Free classes and programs are available 
on financial management, gardening and 
nutrition through LSU’s Ag Center. 


“A Spanish interpreter can be made avail¬ 
able for all classes taught and sponsored 
by the center, which has locations 
throughout the state of Louisiana,” said 
Rev. Conner. 

Catholic Charities told conference par¬ 
ticipants about a free legal clinic offered 
on Thursday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m. 
at offices located on South Cortez in 
New Orleans. 

At the end of the conference, the deci¬ 
sion was made to organize and hold simi¬ 
lar meetings in other parts of the city to 
minister to as many workers as possible. 

“These individuals have been invalu¬ 
able in rebuilding the city after such 
major devastation. Jesus taught us to treat 
others the way we want to be treated, and 
it is only just that workers receive the pay 
they have earned. We are grateful to them 
for their contribution to our recovery,” 
said Rev. Conner. 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Unflattering Images 


I must admit that when I saw my 
color image on the front page of the 
Annual Conference issue of Louisiana 
Now! I was a bit taken aback. There 
stood a man I both recognized because I 
have lived with him all my life, but it 
was the image of a man I didn’t want to 
claim. The man I saw was much older 
and much more strange of appearance 
than I wanted to see. Where had the 
younger version gone? To what place 
had the one who was more full of face 
and crowned with a head of darker hair 
vanished? Yes, I knew this one standing 
there delivering the Episcopal Address, 
but it wasn’t the one I wanted to see. 

And then I leafed further into the 
printed and Kodachromed issue and 
found the image of a surprised woman 
who looked equally familiar, but who 
also appeared as someone I knew less 
intimately than the one I had seen earlier 
that morning. Admittedly, she was 
caught in the surprised moment of being 
overwhelmed with an unexpected gift, 
but she had the appearance of someone 
only rarely seen and not the everyday 
person I experience her to be. Where 
had that person gone? 

Quickly I pulled out additional images 
of these same two people, images that 
had been captured only days or weeks 
before. They didn’t look quite so 
advanced into that sixth decade in which 
they both live. Oh, these were more 
familiar, at least to my mind’s eye. I 
liked them better. I wish these more 
appealing images were the ones always 
seen by the eye of the camera and the 
eye of the friend and/or enemy. 

Isn’t it amazing how we perceive our¬ 
selves and how we want others to per¬ 
ceive us? We want always to look our 
very best and be portrayed at our finest. 
We never want the less flattering side of 
us to be seen, and yet that side is out 
there for the world to view as well. 

Would that we would never age, or only 
age gracefully, and that no one would 
remember us for that older person, but 
always in the Peter Pan state of never 
growing old. Would that we would only 
be seen as in acceptable poses and never 
in those extemporaneous moments that 
blur our usual image. 

Perhaps this is the reason so many 
pictures submitted to the newspaper for 
the obituary pages are of the individual at 
the height of their youthfulness. Perhaps 
this is why a person submits a much 
younger picture of herselt/himself for a 
publicity shot, hoping that when they 
walk out on stage, or are greeted at the 
front door of a church they are seen in 
that youthful light. We are too con¬ 
cerned, I am now learning, about our 
appearance and not concerned enough 


about our contribu¬ 
tion to life. Glamour 
and youth do not 
give substance to a 
person’s life 
achievement. A per¬ 
son’s life achieve¬ 
ment gives them 
beauty and accept¬ 
ance as a person of 
value. 

This appearance dilemma even occurs 
in organizations and institutions. There 
are those who hope they appear as one 
type of people, when their image is clear¬ 
ly coming across as something else. Take 
a local church for instance. I never visit 
a congregation who does not think they 
are perceived as whole, healthy, and 
desirable. In fact they tell me this is the 
case. “We are a very friendly church,” 
they say. “We just love our church and 
we don’t know why we don’t grow.” 

This usually comes following the morn¬ 
ing greeting time when most of the mem¬ 
bers have rushed past me to speak to 
someone they already know and haven’t 
seen since the night before and leave me 
standing there looking for someone to 
greet. Or, it comes in the midst of an 
interchange that would embarrass the 
Lord Jesus Christ because it has been 
filled with such anger and mistrust that it 
is full of accusation and alienation. It’s 
an unflattering image to be sure. 

But I guess the truth of it all is this: It 
isn’t about the one frozen moment in 
time where we look glamorous, or the 
one isolated incident where we are por¬ 
trayed in an undesirable way. It is all 
about the sum and total of our life that 
really counts. We can always look good 
for a moment. We can always look bad 
for a moment. But it is how we look 
when you average out our life over a life¬ 
time span that finally counts. 

I pray on this journey that I will have 
some moments of looking really snazzy! 

I know there will be times in which I 
look pretty sorry! But in the long run, I 
pray there will be a steady growth in me 
that allows me to make a meaningful 
contribution to life, and especially to the 
life of the church. If I can accomplish 
that, then my life will be complete, no 
matter how I might have appeared at any 
one given moment in time. 

In Christ’s love, 


fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


The Path of Spiritual Leadership 
for Clergy and Laity 

Our series of four retreats is designed to guide individuals into a 
fuller understanding of the call of Christ on their lives, to acquaint 
them with disciplines of spiritual practice, and to challenge them to 
learn new models of connecting the church and community. 

We ask our Sojourners to make a commitment to be present for all 
four retreats offered between October and April. 

Cost for all four retreats is $380. 

Connecting to Our Calling 
Rev. Dr. Don E. Saliers, Retreat Leader 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA 
September 24-26, 2009 

Connecting to Our Souls 
Rev. Jane Vennard, Retreat Leader 
lliff School of Theology, Denver, CO 
November 19-21, 2009 

Connecting to the Church and Community 
Dr. Luther Smith, Retreat Leader 
Candler School of Theology, Atlanta, GA 
January 28-30, 2010 

Connecting to Our Faith Journey 
Rev. Howard Hanger, 

Jubilee! Community, Asheville, NC 
April 22-24, 2010 

For registration information, contact Linda Gregg at 
(225) 346-1646 or email lindagregg@la-umc.org 



Sojourners David Ford and Rev. Ross Ford visit with Rev. Carole Cotton 
Winn, director of The Academy for Spiritual Leadership, during a retreat. 


Louisiana Conferenca/V^^? 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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The Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women 
Celebrate Their 36th Annual Meeting and 
District Elected Leadership Training (DELT) September 18-19, 2009 


Gretna United Methodist Church, Gretna, Louisiana 



Theme: “Celebrating Faith, Love, Hope, and Joy” 
SCRIPTURE: 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 

1 Thessalonians 1:6; 1 Corinthians 13:13 

Gretna United Methodist Church 

1309 Whitney Avenue, Gretna, Louisiana 
Phone 504-366-5041 



Carolyn Bowers 
Chairperson 
2009 Annual Meeting 
President 

New Orleans District UMW 



Helen Galloway 
Co-Chairperson 
2009 Annual Meeting 
Unit President 

Gretna United Methodist UMW 


On September 18-19, 2009 you are cordially invited to attend the 2009 Annual 
Meeting of the Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women. It is with great 
humility that the New Orleans District welcomes you to the city of Gretna (New 
Orleans). Our setting is the beautiful Gretna United Methodist Church, 1309 
Whitney Avenue, Gretna, Louisiana. You can contact the church office at (504) 
366-5041. The ladies of the New Orleans District are looking forward to mak¬ 
ing your stay a rewarding and pleasant experience. Our speaker is Cheryl 
Trent, Women’s Division Director of Mission Education and Enrichment. We 
look forward to a wonderful meeting where our speaker will encourage us and 
provide timely information from our Women’s Division and during which we 
will all be uplifted by special guest artists as we celebrate our commitment to 
missions serving women, youth, and children. The entire New Orleans District 
looks forward to being your host for this gathering. All you have to do is: 


1) Register early 

2) Make your hotel reservations at Holiday Inn Westbank (504) 366-853 

3) Pack you bags., and 

4) Come visit with us a while!! 


God’s grace to all. 


Come join us in 
New Orleans to 
“Celebrate Faith, 

Love, Hope and Joy 99 
at Gretna United 
Methodist Church on 
September 18-19, 2009 
at the Annual Meeting 
of the Louisiana 
Conference United 
Methodist Women. Hickman” 

Our scriptures will 
come from 

1 Thessalonians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 
1:6 and 1 Corinthians 13:13. 

In 1 Thessalonians 1:3 Paul gives 
thanks to God that faith has produced 
work, love has produced labor and hope 
has produced endurance. Paul was thank¬ 
ful for the Thessalonians and for the faith 
they so clearly and openly displayed. It is 
evident from reading this passage that this 
church made an impact in their day and 
certainly their devotion to Jesus Christ still 
speaks today. 

The women who began our organization 
also made a difference. They had the vision 
to provide ministries to women, children 
and youth. They dreamed big dreams for 
God. They devoted themselves to praying, 
giving, and learning through mutuality in 
mission. As United Methodist Women 
who are disciples of Jesus Christ, we are 
called to share FAITH, our belief in the 
promise of a new heaven and a new earth! 

Faith is in pretty short supply today. It 
is for some people an unknown quantity. 
Our society has been slowly losing faith. 
We have lost faith in so many things that 
the great structures of our society have 
been built on some fairly shaky founda¬ 
tions. But you and I are not in that number 
because no matter whether it is as small as 
a grain of mustard seed, WE HAVE 
FAITH. “We have come this far by 
Faith 99 . We have a commission to be 
active in sharing our Christian Faith. 

If I were asked to describe Abraham in 
one word, my description would be 
“Faith!” Abraham is the “Father of Faith”. 
For those of us who strive to walk by faith, 
Abraham is a portrait of inspiration. We 
know that “without faith, it is impossible to 
please God.” 

As United Methodist Women who are 
disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to 
share LOVE, our sisterhood of grace and 
our embodiment of justice. Love is the 
defining characteristic of who God is. 

When the Bible describes God in one sen¬ 
tence, it says, “God is love.” What makes 
love so great? When everything else in 
this world has passed away, there is love. 
When everything that has held us in such 
high esteem is gone, there is love. When 
knowledge and gifts no longer matter, love 
will still exist. It is the great constant 
throughout eternity. Therefore, the greatest 
of all things a believer can posses is love! 

If our love is right, then faith is no prob¬ 



lem! “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, so that every¬ 
one who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. ” John 3:16 

What is Hope? What is your hope 
for the world? As Christians in a land of 
plenty, how often do we still only see 
scarcity? Even as our investments, retire¬ 
ment funds and savings decline, or we fear 
losing our jobs, our homes, our dignity, do 
we truly believe that God is going to pro¬ 
vide what we need and even enough for us 
to share with others? We MUST answer 
YES! God will provide. It is up to us to 
share and determine how we use the 
resources God WILL provide! 

Hope is based on circumstances beyond 
our control. That’s what happened for the 
people of God when they were exiled to 
Babylon. In the place of humiliating 
defeat, God began to rebuild hope and his 
people began to discover anew what it 
meant to hope in God. We too can leam to 
discover hope, not only in ourselves, but in 
God who is in control of all things. “Our 
Hope is built on nothing less than Jesus 9 
blood and righteousness 99 . This song was 
written in 1834 by Edward Mote. Hope is 
what sustains us. No matter what we are 
going through, we are not people who are 
without hope. We have hope and our hope 
is in Christ Jesus. 

The last word we are celebrating is 
Joy. Nehemiah said in Chapter 8:10 
that “The Joy of the Lord is your 

strength 99 . We know that Joy is one of the 
“fruits of the spirit”. According to Paul’s 
letter to the Romans, along with righteous¬ 
ness and peace, Joy is one of the core val¬ 
ues “in the Holy Spirit” of God’s 
Kingdom. Let us come with Joy in our 
hearts. Let us come from the north and the 
south; from the east and the west; from 
small towns and large cities-Let us come 
expecting God to move in a MIGHTY and 
TRANSFORMING way! 

“And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love; but the greatest of these is 
love. 99 

1 Corinthians 13:13 

Please come to New Orleans and help 
us welcome Cheryl Trent, Director of 
Mission Education and Enrichment for the 
Women’s Division. She will serve as our 
speaker on Saturday morning. 

Please come and help us Celebrate 
Faith, Love, Hope and Joy at Gretna 
United Methodist Church on September 
18-19, 2009 and be blessed. 

See you in New Orleans! 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman 

President 

Louisiana Conference 

United Methodist Women 
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Introducing the 2009 UMW Annual Meeting program participants 


Cheryl E. Trent 

Cheryl E. Trent has 
been a member of the 
staff of the United 
Methodist General 
Board of Global 
Ministries since 1996 
and currently serves as 
Director of Mission 
Education and 
Enrichment for the 
Women’s Division. A 
native of Virginia and graduate of Radford 
University, Cheryl is a diaconal minister in 
the United Methodist Church and holds an 
M.A. in Christian Education from Scarritt 
College. 

In addition to serving for six years as a 
home missionary in the Alaska Missionary 
Conference, Cheryl has served churches in 
Pennsylvania, Oklahoma and Virginia. She 
has also worked with the United Methodist 
General Board of Discipleship in Nashville, 
Tennessee and the Church Careers Program 
of Centenary College in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. Cheryl works in New York City 
and resides in Allentown, Pennsylvania 
where she is a member of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference. 

We are pleased to welcome Ms. Trent to 
Louisiana as our 2009 Annual Meeting 
speaker. She was recently in our company 
during the West Gulf Regional School held 
June 25-28 on the campus of Dillard 
University right here in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Rev. Dr. Ramonalynn Bethley 

Rev. Bethley is currently serving as 
District Superintendent of the New Orleans 
District having been appointed in 2008, 
leaving her immediate past assignment as 
the Alexandria District 
Superintendent. 

Dr. Bethley is a 
graduate of Centenary 
College where she 
received her B.A. in 
Christian Education; 

New Orleans 
Theological Seminary 
where she received her 
Master of Divinity; and 
Perkins School of 
Theology where she 
was awarded the Doctor of Ministry in 
Evangelism. Her pastorate assignments 
began in 1984 and continued through 2005 
when her first DS position began. 

Churches served include the Vivian , 
Munholland, and Noel United Methodist 
Churches and the Central Christian Church 
in Shreveport, La. 

She shares her journey with Rusty 
Bethley, her husband, and their two adult 
daughters, Heather and her husband, Justin 
Curtis, and daughter Jamie who is a student 
at LSU in Baton Rouge. Rev. Bethley 
enjoys traveling with her family, reading 
and the journey of her ministry which she 
states has been exciting and a learning 
experience about herself, others, and about 
the awesomeness of God. 

Rev. Dr. Tim Smith 

Rev. Dr. Smith grew up in Kansas City, 
the son of a United Methodist pastor. He 
graduated from Tulane University in 1987 
and received his Master of Divinity degree 


in 1991 from Perkins School of Theology 
at Southern Methodist University in Dallas. 
In 1999, Tim graduated from Fuller 
Seminary with a Doctor of Ministry in 
Church Renewal. Since 
1990, Tim has served 
churches throughout 
the New Orleans met¬ 
ropolitan area including 
Uptown, Gentilly, and 
the Northshore. 

Dr. Smith’s spiritu¬ 
al gifts include leader¬ 
ship and teaching. His 
strength is visioning 
and thinking “outside 
the box” to reach people for Christ. He has 
a passion for outreach, adult discipleship, 
transformation, and dynamic, experiential 
worship which can reach younger genera¬ 
tions. Jle is a trained church consultant and 
is in the process of becoming a Life Coach 
for ministers. 

Rev. Smith has been married to 
Giovanna for 14 years. She is the local 
sales manager of WDSU-TV Channel 6. 
Giovanna and Tim have two children: their 
son, Luke who is 11, and Mattie, their 
seven year old daughter. 

Rev. Smith is the pastor of Gretna 
United Methodist Church, our host church 
for this 2009 Annual Meeting of United 
Methodist Women. 

Staphenae Camp Carey 

Staphenae is a 
member of Boynton 
UMC in Gretna, La. At 
an early age, she was 
introduced to WSCS 
by her great-aunt and 
mother. She has been 
involved since that 
time with the New 
Orleans District UMW 
and has served in sev¬ 
eral positions on the 
conference level includ¬ 
ing Teen Leader, Assistant Dean and Dean 
of the School of Christian Mission, and as 
Chair of the Committee on Nominations. 
Currently she serves as Coordinator of 
Education and Interpretation for her local 
unit as well as a member of the Committee 
on Nominations of the South Central 
Jurisdiction Leadership Team. 

She received a B.A. in English Ed from 
Dillard University and a M.A. in English 
from the University of Illinois (Urbana- 
Champaign). In 2005 she retired after 33 
years as a teacher and administrator in the 
public schools of Jefferson Parish. She is 
divorced, and the mother of one son. Aside 
from her involvement in UMW, Staphenae 
is a mentor and the current advisor to the 
New Orleans Chapter of Top Teens of 
America™, a co-ed national service organi¬ 
zation. 

Music has always been an integral part 
of Staphenae’s life. She is a former organist 
of her church and currently sings in the 
choir. According to Staphenae, “When we 
truly lift our voices in song and praise to 
the Father, we show our gratitude for His 
faithfulness toward us.” 

Dorothy Jackie Pennington 

Dorothy “Jackie” Pennington resides in 
Covington, Louisiana where she teaches 


vocal music and piano at Pitcher Junior 
High School. Jackie is married to Rev. 
Walter Bell Pennington, Jr., a retired United 
Methodist minister. They are the proud par¬ 
ents of four children. 

Their retirement from 
active church ministry 
has provided them the 
wonderful pleasure of 
worshiping with their 
three grown children 
who are worship lead¬ 
ers in their church con¬ 
gregations, and enjoy¬ 
ing time with six 
grandchildren. Jackie 
and Walter’s youngest 
son attended Alcorn State University for 
his freshman year of college. Alcorn State 
is located in Mississippi and is also the 
alma mater of Jackie and Walter. Jackie 
will serve as musician for the opening ses¬ 
sion of this year’s Annual Meeting. 

Danny Gamble 

Danny Gamble has been the Gretna 
UMC organist/pianist since 1994. He is a 
native of Shreveport 
and has lived in New 
Orleans since 1988. He 
graduated from 
Centenary College of 
Louisiana where he 
studied organ and 
sacred music with 
William Teague. He 
recently presented an 
organ dedication 
recital on the church’s 
20-rank pipe organ. He 
provides a wide variety of music for wor¬ 
ship services and especially enjoys accom¬ 
panying the chancel choir. Danny will 
serve as musician on Saturday, Sept. 19 for 
the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women. 

The Cornerstone Harmonizers 

The Cornerstone Harmonizers is a vocal 
group that began at Cornerstone United 
Methodist Church in 
New Orleans in 2002. 

It was bom out of a 
need and a dream. 

The Need: The 
church was blessed to 
have a very effective 
adult choir, youth choir, 
and even a female trio, 
but lacked a male 
equivalent to the trio. 

The Dream: The Trio 
was excellent; so any 
counterpart to them had 
to have excellence as a 
baseline. Could men 
who believed in Christ 
and the vision of an 
excellent male group at 
the church become a 
reality? Would they be 
willing to work togeth¬ 
er and put in the 
required effort and time 
to make it happen? The 
only way to find out 
was to pray about it 
and step out on faith to 
actualize the dream. 


The group has been 
together since that time 
with few changes in 
personnel. Hurricane 
Katrina dispersed the 
members to different 
cities and reduced 
practice times to once a 
month. Despite that, the 
group’s goal is still to 
minister God’s Word 
through song where 
needed. The 
Cornerstone 
Harmonizers are 
Bernard Harry (Bass), 

Howard Morgan (1st 
Tenor), William 
Willoughby (2nd 
Tenor/Lead), Gary 
Foster (Tenor), and 
Gary Harris (2nd Tenor/Lead). 

Clark J. Knighten 

Clark J. Knighten is the Director of 
Liturgy and Music at St. Joseph the Worker 
Catholic Church in Marrero, La. and the 
owner of Black Cat Productions, LLC. 
Clark is a graduate of 
Xavier University and 
has done post graduate 
studies at the 
University of New 
Orleans and Loyola 
University of New 
Orleans. Mr. Knighten 
is well-known through¬ 
out the country as a 
composer and clinician. 

He also served as con¬ 
sultant on the movie 
The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button. Among his published 
liturgical compositions is the Mass of the 
Caribbean Dreamer, one of only four mass¬ 
es approved and recommended by the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans. Knighten 
will provide music at the UMW Annual 
Meeting banquet. 

The Andrew J. Douglas Bell Choir 

The bell choir, led by Mrs. Sandra 
Griffin, hails from Asbury UMC in Algiers. 
The group has played for worship, wed¬ 
dings, Christmas in the Oaks, the W.T. 
Handy Convocation, and a variety of com¬ 
munity events. Because of their bell choir 
experiences, many of the students are 
involved in directing choirs, drama, instru¬ 
mental music, liturgical dance and singing. 
Gretna UMC Praise and Worship 
Team 

“Committed,” the worship and praise 
group of Gretna UMC, is a group of pro¬ 
fessional musicians who combine R&B, 
Jazz, Gospel, and core United Methodist 
values. Committed is comprised of musi¬ 
cians with long histories of music which 
are applicable, educational and theoretic. 
These musicians have been an intimate part 
of New Orleans entertainment in local and 
global settings. Committed is linked 
together by God’s unity in an effort to pro¬ 
mote brotherhood, love and a complete 
dedication to and understanding of God’s 
ministry. Committed is under the direction 
of Adrain Vaughn, worship leader of 
Gretna United Methodist Church. 



Cheryl E. Trent 



Rev. Ramonalyn 
Bethley 



Rev. Tim Smith 



Staphenae 
Camp Carey 



Dorothy (Jackie) 
Pennington 



Danny Gamble 





Clark J. 
Knighten 
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SUGGESTED GOALS FOR 2009-2010 

Education & Interpretation: To increase the number of Mission Today units. 
Spiritual Growth: To increase the use of the Prayer Calendar at meetings. 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach: To reactivate inactive units and members. 
Program Resources: Increase the number of readers taking part in the 
Reading Program by 10% as measured by the Annual Report made by the 
District Secretaries of Program Resources. 

Treasurer: To meet our pledge. 

Social Action: To increase the number of Social Action Certificates and to 
select a specific Social Action goal for the Legislative event. 

Communications: To increase readership of the Louisiana Now! among our 
members and to make sure that each unit receives UMW special editions. 
Vice-President: To write articles for each Louisiana Now UMW special edition 
to inform members about conference goals and mission projects. 


2009-2010 CONFERENCE UMW 
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 17, 2009 UMW Executive Committee Meeting-Annual Meeting 
September 18-19, 2009 Annual Meeting-UMW-Gretna UMC, New Orleans 
September 19, 2009 DELT-District Elected Leadership Training 
November 21, 2009 Program & School of Christian Mission Committee 

SAVE THE DATE-Assembly 2010 

The 18th Assembly of United Methodist Women 
April 30-May 2, 2010 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Faith. Hope. Love in Action! 

DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETINGS- 
LOCAL ELECTED LEADERSHIP TRAININGS SCHEDULE 


Acadiana District. August 22, Sager Brown Baldwin, La. 

Alexandria District. November 7, Sevier Memorial Ferriday, La. 

Baton Rouge District. November 7, First UMC, Baker, La. 

Lake Charles District. November 7, Westlake UMC 

Monroe District. October 3, location TBA 

New Orleans District. Mary’s Chapel UMC, Varnado, La. 

Shreveport District. October 24, Haughton, La. 


Annual Meeting Provides Opportunity for 
‘Hands On Mission’ Giving 

Here’s your opportunity to get through your church units to help our Mission Agencies 
right here in Louisiana. A suggestion is to place a box or basket Designate someone from 
your unit to transport the items to the UMW meeting room to collect the items listed 
below. Designate someone from your unit to transport the items to the UMW Annual 
Meeting-DELT in Gretna on September 18th-19th. 

If you do not choose to contribute any of these items, then you may make a monetary 
donation. Please make your check payable to the LA. CONFERENCE UMW (not to the 
agency). This will ensure that our Conference gets credit for your gift. ALSO, please des¬ 
ignate on your check which agency you wish to support. If you do not choose any partic¬ 
ular agency, the Conference will distribute the gifts based on the needs of the agencies. 

DULAC COMMUNITY CENTER : Baby items : bottles; bibs; caps; and “Onsies”. 
School kits , pencils; Loose leaf paper; Scissors; Glue; Crayons and Rulers. 

MacDONELL CHILDREN’S SERVICES : School Supplies . Loose leaf paper (wide 
ruled); Single subject notebooks (wide ruled); 5 subject notebooks (wide ruled); Magic 
markers; #2 pencils; Erasable pens (blue & black ink); Coloring books & crayons (16 & 
24 pack); and Three prong folders. 

NORTH RAMPART COMMUNITY CENTER : Recreation Items : (Soft) soccer 
ball, footballs and volley balls. First Aid Supplies, Band-aids; Anti-bacterial ointment; 
Cotton Balls; Non-allergenic tape and Gauze pads. 

Mission Candle 2009 

Since 1979, lighting of the Mission Candle has been a signifi¬ 
cant part of Annual Meetings everywhere. This year’s costs of 
mission support are as follows: 

1 Second.$.61 

1 Minute. $36.80 

5 Minutes.... $184.01 
1 Hour. $2, 208.10 

Donations can be made IN MEMORY or IN HONOR of per¬ 
sons whose names are inscribed in the Conference Mission 
Book, which will be on display during this year’s Annual 
Meeting, September 18 -19 at Gretna UMC (New Orleans 
District). 


REGISTRATION FORM 

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE UMW ANNUAL MEETING - DELT 
THEME: “CELEBRATING FAITH, LOVE, HOPE, AND JOY” 

September 18-19, 2009 
Gretna United Methodist Church 

Send Registration to: Laurie Seeger, 80369 Kenzie Road, 
Covington, LA 

(985) 892-6954/(985) 264-2088 

seegert@bellsouth.net 

Registration: 10 a.m.until Opening Session starting at 1 p.m. Friday 
DEADLINE FOR PRE-REGISTRATION:September 4, 2009 

Make check payable to: Louisiana Conference UMW 

Pre- registration fee: $15 
On site registration fee: $17 

Banquet fee: $25 “A Catered Affair with Entertainment” 6:30 p.m. 
Banquet seating limited to 210 persons and cannot be guaranteed 
unless pre-paid with registration by Sept. 4. 

Banquet will be held at church. 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

Zip_ 

Phone 

(home)_(cell)_ 

Email_ 

Church_ 

City_ 

District_ 

Check all that apply: 

( ) Conference Officer-Specify_ 

( ) Conference Executive Committee_ 

( ) District Officer-Specify_ 

( ) Local Member ( ) Voting Delegate 

Number in unit_ 

( ) Former Conference President or Guild Secretary ( ) Guest 
( ) will be attending DELT training 
( ) Traveling with person attending DELT 

MEALS 

( ) Friday Lunch 

( ) Banquet ($25, non- refundable) please include amount with regis¬ 
tration 

( ) Saturday “Brown Bag” Lunch 

Saturday Breakfast on your own**Please take advantage of hotel 
breakfast** 

Where will you be staying during conference?_ 


Will childcare be needed? ( ) Yes 

Ages of children (none older than 10)_ 

Please Note : -Registration fee includes: Cost of insurance from time of 
departure until return home, registration packet and a portion of meeting 
expenses. 

- DELT will be starting at completion of Annual Meeting approximately 
11:30 AM and will end at no later than 1:30 PM. Those attending DELT will pick 
up their bag lunches and proceed to DELT sessions for start of those ses¬ 
sions by 12 noon. A program has been arranged for those of you who are 
staying, (for example, perhaps as one who is a rider with one attending DELT). 
Those persons may attend this program session while they enjoy their lunch. 
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Meet the 2010 United Methodist Women nominated slate of officers 





Edna Brown 
Hickman 



Edna Brown Hickman 

is a native of Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana and a member of f 
St. Mark UMC, Baton 
Rouge. She is currently 
serving as UMW 
Conference President, com¬ 
pleting the unexpired term 
of Harriette T. Elrod. Edna 
is very active in her church, community, 
home, and in United Methodist Women. In 
her church she has served as President of 
her local unit of UMW. She is currently a 
member of the Administrative Council, 
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee and is 
chair of the L.B. Lewis Christian Involvers 
as well as a dedicated member of two of 
her church choirs and the St. Mark 
Communion Stewards. Edna has served as 
Baton Rouge District UMW Vice-President 
and Louisiana Conference UMW Vice- 
President. 

She is the mother of one son, Adrian 
Hickman and guardian of her niece, 
Ernestine Brown. Her love and passion for 
United Methodist Women is evident as she 
works with dedication to all tasks and 
responsibilities. 

Joyce Thibodeaux is a 
native of Louisiana, resid¬ 
ing in Houma, Louisiana. 

She has served in local and | 
district officer positions. 

Joyce is the immediate past | 
president of the Acadiana j ovce 
District UMW. She is the Th j bode aux 
2009 Dean of our confer¬ 
ence School of Christian Mission and was 
Assistant Dean in 2008. Joyce’s interests 
include music, environmental science and 
reading. She is the mother of two adult 
sons and two grandchildren. Joyce is nom¬ 
inated for conference UMW secretary. 

Myrna L. Freeman is a member of 
First United Methodist 
Church, Lake Charles, 

Louisiana where she is now|i 
the local unit president and 
is vice-president of the 
Lake Charles District. 

Myrna joined the WSCS in 
1966 when she moved 
from Wichita, Kansas to _ ^ rna 
Denver Colorado where reeman 

she had experience in several local unit 
offices. She and her husband moved to 
New Mexico in 1979 where she served in 
local, sub-district, and district offices as 
well as serving as the New Mexico 
Conference Coordinator of Social Action. 
After a move to Rhode Island in 1990, 
Myrna and her family settled in Lake 
Charles. 

Myrna attended Kansas State University 
and studied Business Administration, 
Personnel Management and Accounting. 

Myrna is nominated for the office of 
conference coordinator of Education and 
Interpretation. 

Dorothy F. Kimball is a member of 
Gretna UMC serving as Lay Delegate to 
the Annual Conference. She was a resident 
of Shreveport after Hurricane Katrina and 
there attended the St. Luke’s UMC serving 
on the Evangelism Committee, 

Stewardship Committee, Administrative 



a 


Council, and Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference. Dorothy was also involved in 
operation of the presentation system for 
Sunday services and the organization of an 
evening circle for UMW. 

Dorothy was also an active 
member of the Belle 
Chasse UMC for over 25 
years where she was 
Finance Chairperson, a 
member of the 
Administrative Council and Dorothy 
a Lay Delegate to Annual Kimball 
Conference. 

Dorothy is very active in UMW having 
served as her unit president at Belle Chasse 
UMC, Secretary of Program Resources for 
New Orleans District and currently serves 
as our Louisiana Conference UMW. She is 
a member of the West Gulf Regional 
Planning Team and was over program 
resources in the recently held Regional 
School, held at Dillard University in New 
Orleans. 

Dorothy is married to Thomas S. 
Kimball and they are the parents of two 
adult children, Amy who is married to 
Tommy Cosse and Thomas D. Kimball.. 

Dorothy and Thomas are grandparents 
of Brody Thomas Cosse, a very big joy of 
their lives. 

Ethel Lilly is a member of the Wesley 
UM Church in Mansfield. She is a native 
of Monroe, LA. She is a retired educator 
and currently active as a volunteer at 
Desota Regional Hospital in Mansfield. 

She and her husband, Nathaniel are the 
parents of two adult daughters and two 
grandchildren. Mrs. Lilly is nominated for 
a second term as conference Membership, 
Nurture, and Outreach coordinator. 

Marjorie S. Franklin is 
a member of Warren United 
Methodist Church in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana where 
she currently serves as Lay 
Leader. Her other areas of 
service include youth direc-! 
tor, youth Sunday school 
teacher, vacation bible 
school teacher, secretary for 
the Administrative Council and charge con¬ 
ference. She is an active member of her 
local UMW unit. 

She and her husband, Melvin, are the 
proud parents of two daughters and one 
son-in-law. 

Marjorie notes her favorite scripture as 
Philippians 4: 13-“I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me”. 
Marjorie is nominated to serve on the con¬ 
ference Committee on Nominations for a 
four year term, class of 2013. 

Carole Boudreaux is a member of the 
Asbury UM Church in Lafayette and is 
active in many things within her church, 
local and worldwide, including presidency 
of her local church unit and has held the 
district office of 
Membership, Nurture & 

Outreach coordinator. 

She is involved in the 
ministry of hospital and 
home visitation along with 
the Eucharist Ministry to 
the sick and shut-in mem- Carole 

Boudreaux 



Marjorie S. 
Franklin 



bers of the church. Worldwide, Carole has 
participated in five mission trips to Mexico 
and for the past six years, she has traveled 
to Russia to teach Bible study to children 
and adults at the First UMC of 
Ekaterinburg, Russia. 

Carole notes that her large family of 
eight children, plus their spouses, and her 
grandchildren, are a huge blessing to her. 

In spite of her busy schedule, Carole finds 
time to exercise daily ”so that I’ll be fit to 
continue serving others as best I can.” 
Carole has been asked to serve as a mem¬ 
ber of the Conference UMW Committee 
on Nominations. 

Tillie Shows has served 
as UMW President of the 
North shore District for a 
four year term. During her 
tenure, she is noted for 
completing visitations with 
each of the local UMW 
units on the North Shore Tillie Shows 
and for chartering eight 
new units during her presidency. On the 
conference level, she held the office of 
Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
and has served as chair and co-chair of our 


Conference DELT (District Elected 
Leadership Training). Tillie has always 
been active with her local unit at St. 
Timothy on the North Shore. 

Tillie and her husband, Frank, are the 
proud parents and grandparents of four 
adult daughters, twelve grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. Tillie is the nomi¬ 
nee for Conference Chairperson of the 
Committee on Standing Rules and 
Guidelines (An appointed position). 

Taylor Phillips is a member of the 
Mallalieu UMC, Jennings, where she 
serves as UMW unit President, Lay 
Leader, PPR Chairperson and Musician. 
She is currently serving on the Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry and the Board 
of Discipleship. She is past president of the 
Lake Charles District for UMW and served 
as chairperson of the 2008 Annual 
Meeting. Taylor has been active in UMW 
for the past 35 years with 27 of these as an 
officer on the conference and district lev¬ 
els. She has been featured in the LA Now! 
and Response magazine regarding her 
unique career as a bail bondswoman. 

Taylor has been asked to serve as Historian 
for Louisiana conference UMW. 



2009 UMW 
Retiring Officers 

Jan Dickerson - 2 years as 
Secretary 

Rita Parham - 4 years as Standing 
Rules & Guidelines (appointed) 
Betty Rainey - 4 years as Historian 
(appointed) 

Lueburda Myers - 4 years on CON 
- including 2 years as chairperson 
(Has already received pin as 
retiring President) 


You are invited to view the 
following documents on 
the UMW Website: 

“31-derful Ways to Say Thanks” 
Calendar 

Registration Form-Annual Meeting- 
DELT 

Pictures - WGRS 

Annual Meeting Mission Candle 

Information 

Report from Conference UMW 
Committee on Nominations 
A Word from Membership, Nature and 
Outreach 

2010 Assembly Invitation and Info 


UMW Committee on Nominations 
2010 Ballot Slate of Officers 

The conference Committee on Nominations is pleased to present the 
following persons for consideration: 

President: Edna Brown Hickman (to be re-elected for 2 years) 

Note: served 1 year (2009) to complete previous president’s term 
Secretary: Joyce Thibodeaux (to be elected for 2 year term) 
Education & Interpretation: Myrna Freeman (to be elected for 2 year 
term) 

Program Resources: Dorothy Kimball (to be re-elected for 2 years) 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach: Ethel Lilly (to be re-elected for 2 
years) 

Committee on Nominations: Both are for Class of 2013 (a 4-year 
term) 

1. Marjorie Franklin 

2. Carole Boudreaux 

Appointments bv President Edna Hickman to be considered: 

f2 nominees) 

Chairperson, Standing Rules & Guidelines: Tillie Shows (replacing 
Rita Parham) 

Historian: Taylor Phillips (replacing Betty Rainey) 

Appointments are for 2 years and do not count as tenure. 
Committee on Nominations, Ouida M. Smith, Chair person 

Talent, Innovativeness, and Creativity, as well as Christian 
commitment to humanity are assets to the work of 
United Methodist Women 
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First UMC - Denham 
Springs breaks ground 



First United Methodist Church in 
Denham Springs held a groundbreaking 
service for a new educational and adminis¬ 
trative office building on July 5. The serv¬ 
ice was led by Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson; Rev. Bob Deich, senior pas¬ 
tor; and Revs. Ginny Allen and Rita 
Chaisson, associate pastors. 

The church lost the existing building 
during a devastating fire on Oct. 29, 2007. 
The church building committee, led by 
Bob Hill, has worked steadily on the 
rebuilding effort. 

Leading music for the service were 
Diane Boso, chancel choir director; Rev. 
Chaisson, handbell choir director; Keith 
Davis, bagpiper; and Margery Crawford- 
Drake. 

Minnie Allen, the oldest member of 
First UMC, and Ashley Doggette, a mem¬ 
ber of the 2009 confirmation class, broke 
the ground using a plow. Building commit¬ 
tee member Don Allen, shown left, and 
Rev. Deich also pushed the plow. 



African Choir to perform 
at First UMC - Amite 


The Daraja Children’s Choir of Kenya, 
Africa will perform a free concert on Aug. 
4 at First United Methodist Church in 
Amite. Calling themselves an “internation¬ 
al hope exchange,” these children have 
emerged from the most desperate of cir¬ 
cumstances with hope, which they offer 
freely through their song, dance, laughter, 
and joy for Christ. 

The public is invited to the concert at 
First UMC, 800 North Duncan Ave., 
Amite, La. For more information about 
the Daraja Children’s Choir of Africa, visit 
www.410bridge.org/daraj a . 


First UMC - Tallulah 



First United Methodist Church in 
Tallulah had a busy June hosting Vacation 
Bible School and CTCYM, a mission ini¬ 
tiative. “Crocodile Dock,” the theme for 
First UMC’s VBS, was held June 1-4 with 
59 youth participating. Over 60 youth and 


20 adults worked with CTCYM on con¬ 
struction projects throughout the Tallulah 
area. Volunteers are shown constructing a 
wheelchair ramp. Visit 
www.frimctallulah.com for more informa¬ 
tion. 


Thomas UMC - Kenner 



Thomas United Methodist Church in 
Kenner held its annual Vacation Bible 
School June 22-26. The theme was “On 
the Move: God’s Grace from Place to 
Place,” focusing on how God’s spirit 
gave momentum to the Civil Right’s 
movement in different cities across the 
country. Daily words for thought includ¬ 
ed “justice,” “greatness,” “blessing,” 
“truth,” and “reconciliation.” The lessons 


focused on several Bible illustrations 
that showed how God’s spirit was cen¬ 
tral to our country’s quest for equality, 
peace and fairness. Deborah Claiborne 
served as VBS superintendent. During 
the week, God inspired her to suggest 
and implement a monthly Saturday 
school as a means of continuing VBS, 
enhancing the church’s children and 
youth ministries. 


Henning Memorial UMC - Sulphur 



Henning Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Sulphur recently concluded its 
“Upward Basketball” program for 2009. A 
total of 128 players and 25 cheerleaders 
participated in the 12-week program. 

“Upward Basketball” is a fun and 
encouraging sports experience for boys and 
girls ages kindergarten through sixth 
grade. The program introduces children to 
Jesus Christ by creating opportunities to 
serve through sports. Every child plays; 
every child learns; and every child is a 
winner. Devotions are given at each prac¬ 
tice and at each game. “Upward” empha¬ 
sizes character and integrity instead of the 
“win at all costs” mentality associated with 
today’s sports world. 


Crowds came to watch the teams play, 
and a concession stand offered items like 
hamburgers, hot dogs, sausage on a bun, 
jambalaya and gumbo. All profits from the 
concession stand went to support Henning 
Memorial UMC’s youth program, puppet 
ministry and United Methodist Men min¬ 
istries. Representatives from each of these 
groups volunteered to run the concession 
stand each week during the games. 

The season concluded with a banquet 
with entertainment provided by a children’s 
Christian comedian/magician. 

Church members heard from some of 
the spectators at the games that this pro¬ 
gram is the “only Word of God” some of 
their family members hear. 
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2009 Revival 
Wesley United Methodist 
Church 

544 Government St. 
Baton Rouge, La. 

When: Aug. 2-5 
Theme: Signs of the Times, 
People Get Ready 

Guest Ministers: 

Rev. C. David Goff 
(10 a.m., Sunday, Aug. 2), 
Dr. Stella P. Righteous 
(6 p.m., Monday, Aug. 3), 
Rev. Anice Moses 
(6 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 4) 
and Pastor Al Moore 
(6 p.m., Wed., Aug. 5). 

Call (225) 978-3632 for 
more information. 


Education, from page 1 

to account # 4600. This appears on your 
church’s conference remittance form, and 
use of that form will ensure proper credit¬ 
ing. Funds collected are used to purchase 
training materials for the conference to 
share, and sponsor workshops in Christian 
Education throughout the conference. If 
you need further resources or information 
contact Rev. Dawn Young, conference 
director of Christian Education (deacon- 
dawn@earthlink.net). 


Musician sought 

Westlake United Methodist is in need 
of a musician, proficient in organ and 
piano. Time requirements are Sunday 
morning service, choir practice on 
Wednesday evening and some special 
occasions. Please contact the church 
office at (337) 433-8424 or come by 
at 704 Johnson St., Westlake, LA 
70669. 


Free electronic church 
organ for a 
United Methodist 
ministry 

Yamaha Electone 
model F-55 

Comes with a bench and a set of 
headphones. The instrument 
features rows of keyboards and 
an incredible number of extra 
features (i.e. drums, etc.) 

The donors ask that the recipient 
be able to pick up the organ. 
Please contact Mark or Linda 
Hunter at (225) 293-4598. 



St Matthew’s UMC - Metairie 

The Chancel Choir at St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church in Metairie performed the national anthem at a Zephyr’s base¬ 
ball game in May. Alex Burtzos, the church’s director of music, led the group. Members of the congregation attended the 
game, enjoying the music and a breezy evening outdoors. “Alex is a graduate of Loyola University and is well known locally 
as an arranger, composer, vocalist and brass specialist. He has been with St. Matthew’s since early in 2007, and has greatly 
enhanced our music program,” said Toni Dickerson, president of the church’s United Methodist Women’s unit. 



Age 
at time 
of gift 


45 


50 


55 


60 


Age when 
payments 
begin 


65 


65 


70 


70 


4 

Adjusted 

payout 


12.3% 


10 . 0 % 


10 . 8 % 


8.7% 


if U 1 

U F 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of Louisiana - 

“Where hiitli and Money Come Together'’ 


A “Deferred Payment Gift Annuity” 

enables you to exchange a small amount of cash or 
securities for a fixed, guaranteed income for life at a 
surprisingly generous rate—starting whenever you 
wish (usually the year you expect to retire). 

The longer you defer the payments, the greater the 
payout and the higher the deduction, (see chart) 
Contact the Foundation if you’d like to . . . 

Supplement your retirement income 
while supporting your church. 


(225) 346-1535 


(800) 256-9317 


www. u mf gi vi n g. o rg 


















































For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery 
efforts, visit the La. 
Conference web site 
at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery 



Commissioning / 3 



Belle Chasse UMC / 4 



Monroe District/ 6 
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United Methodist ads to appear on Times Square “Super Screen” 


Nashville, Tenn. - The United 
Methodist Church is taking its Rethink 
Church advertising and welcoming cam¬ 
paign to one of the world’s most trafficked 
locales - New York City’s iconic Times 
Square. 

The church will air spots on the CBS 
“Super Screen,” a full motion, 26-by-20- 


foot screen on 42nd Street, between 7th 
and 8th Avenues. Two 15-second spots per 
hour will air 18 hours per day, through 
Sept. 30. 

Rethink Church, the next evolution of 
The United Methodist Church’s “Open 
hearts” welcoming and advertising cam¬ 
paign, highlights the many opportunities 


available within United Methodist churches 
to engage with the world. 

Each 15-second spot includes accompa¬ 
nying visuals and an invitation to “Rethink 
Church at 10thousanddoors.org,” a Web 
site where visitors may interact, learn more 
about The United Methodist Church, and 
search for involvement opportunities. 


On the Road 




Ingleside United Methodist Church 
hosted Vacation Bible School for 
the last two summers at a park 
nearby a public school where sever¬ 
al church members are employed as 
teachers. 


Ingleside UMC brings VBS to underserved area 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Ingleside United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge took Vacation Bible School 
“on the road” this summer. 

In fact, the outreach event, which 
takes place in an underserved area of the 
city, is in its second year. 

It all started when church members Ev 
Auster and Margaret Soskin were plan¬ 
ning the 2008 Vacation Bible School for 
Ingleside UMC. 

Margaret, who has coordinated chil¬ 
dren’s programming for Ingleside for 30 
years, was discouraged when she noticed 
that only 12 children and five youth 
helpers had signed up to participate in the 
upcoming VBS. 

“We were planning for 60 children, 
but a month before VBS, we noticed that 
our numbers were much lower than that,” 
she said. 


Soskin and Auster knew they had to 
address the issue of low attendance. 

Both women had attended a confer¬ 
ence-wide laity retreat held earlier in the 
year which featured Rev. Lovett Weems 
speaking about evangelism and thinking 
“outside the box.” 

“I remember him (Weems) explaining 
that the one question we should ask our¬ 
selves as we make any plans for our 
churches is this: ‘How will this event or 
program help carry out God’s purpose for 
our church?,”’ said Auster. 

The women asked themselves this 
same question regarding the upcoming 
2008 Vacation Bible School. “Our answer 
to the question was, ‘We can share the 
light of Christ by witnessing to all God’s 
children,”’ said Auster. 

The coordinators began to look at 
VBS in a different light, seeing it not just 


as an activity, but as a mission. “We were 
reaching so few children, it was time to 
reassess how to reach more participants. 
The decision was made to bring VBS to 
those children who couldn’t come to us . 

. . find the need and go out to fill it,” said 
Soskin. 

Auster is a teacher at Sharon Hills 
Elementary, a public school in Baton 
Rouge. On the last day of school in May 
of 2008, she and two other teachers rode 
down El Scott Street, which is located in 
the attendance zone for Sharon Hills. El 
Scott Street is a dead end road leading to 
a public park. “Given the poverty faced 
by the families on this street, it was easy 
for us to see why many of these students 
were struggling in school,” said Auster. 

The women knew right away what 
they had to do. 

See Ingleside, page i 
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Hutchinson delivers sermon at Western North Carolina Annual Conference ordination 


BY REV. DONALD HAYNES* 

As a United Methodist preacher, annual 
conference is “my church.” In June, I 
attended the Western North Carolina 
Annual Conference for my fifty-fourth 
time. As a college student, I received my 
first appointment in October 1954 by 
telegram! I have also been to six 
Jurisdictional Conferences (three as a dele¬ 
gate), five General Conferences (two as a 
delegate), have been a guest at numerous 
other annual conferences, and a preacher at 
one. I thought I had “seen it all.” This was 
the most exciting, challenging, spiritually 
uplifting Methodist or United Methodist 
conference I ever attended. 

The entire conference had been unusually 
superb - a superb “pastoral talk” by our 
new bishop at the clergy executive session. 
He said point-blank that if pastors were not 
effective, they would not get promotions 
and would need to explain to him why they 
were being asked to move and why church 
after church was declining on their watch! 
He challenged us to raise three fingers as 
he ticked off his goals - a net gain of 8,000 
members [goal is 300,000], 30,000 more in 
worship, 3,000 volunteers in mission, 300 
re-visioned congregations now in mainte¬ 
nance or survival mode, and 30 new 
church starts - all in 3 years. And he 
taught from the Bible for an hour each day 
just after lunch. Wow, this was different. 
Larry Goodpaster is going to be a spiritual 
leader! 

Then came the ordination of deacons 
and elders. Bishop William Hutchinson of 
Louisiana was the preacher. Now, frankly, 
the congregation had perspired its way 
through a long ordination liturgy, and 
friends and family of ordinands had miles 
to travel back home and really came to 
support and take pictures with their loves 
ones! No one really comes to ordination to 
hear the sermon! The hour is already late 
when it starts. I have heard scores of ordi¬ 
nation sermons and remember only one 
from the past. This was the bishop’s handi¬ 
cap as he started to preach. 

Well! No wonder the United Methodists of 
Louisiana asked for him back for his third 
quadrennium - this guy is dynamite. If 
ever before at annual conference I have 
heard a sermon on Christian perfection, it 
was so lousy that I have forgotten it. When 
he started talking about holiness as a 
dropped stitch in the tapestry of United 
Methodist weavings, I knew that he was 
biting off a homiletical challenge. He 
reminded us of Wesley’s belief in holiness 
of heart and life. He accurately noted that 
the “holiness movement” of an older 
Methodism had morphed perfecting grace 
into a moralistic legalism. But he suggested 
we threw out the baby with the bath water, 
and said we are in danger of John Wesley’s 
greatest fear, that we “become a dead sect.” 
He called us to remember the General 
Rules and the need for self-discipline as 
well as doctrine. No one was moving; this 
man had “unction.” Then came a powerful 
climax. As he seemed to tap the heavenlies 
of which Paul spoke in Ephesians, Bishop 
Hutchinson reached to the 12th century to 
move us to the edge of our post-modern 
seats: 


Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire 
and lighten with celestial fire 

Thou the anointing Spirit art who doest 
Thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

Thy blessed unction from above is com¬ 
fort, life and fire of love 

Enable with 
perpetual light the 
dullness of our 
blinded sight. 

Anoint and 
cheer our soiled 
face with the abun¬ 
dance of Thy 
grace; 

Keep far our 
foes, give peace at 
home, where Thou 
art Guide no ill can 
come. 

Teach us to 
know the Father, 

Son, and Thee of 
both, to be but One 

That thro ’ the 
ages all along This, 
this may be our 
endless song: 

ALL PRAISE 
TO THY ETERNAL 
MERIT 

O FATHER, 

SON, AND HOLY 
SPIRIT. AMEN 

Two thousand people were on their feet. 
“Amens” were being heard. But it was 
time for the recessional, when the ordi¬ 
nands filed out to meet those loved ones 
and face the cameras. Like Kierkegaard’s 
“Parable of the Ducks,” we were ready to 
dampen our emotions, get out of flying 
mode, and all waddle home. 

Then it happened. Bishop Larry 
Goodpaster, the next president of the 
Council of Bishops, stepped to the pulpit 
and then moved to the side of it. He said, 

“I have read the bulletin; it is time for a 
hymn and the recessional of our ordinands 
and the benediction. I know the Worship 
Committee is going to kill me, but I feel 
the Spirit moving. I want the District 
Superintendents to come and line up 
behind me. John-Palmer, play the hymn 
through twice, 

“And,” the bishop continued, “if any of 
you among the laity feel that God is calling 
you to ordained ministry, come forward, go 
to your D.S. and make an appointment to 
see him or her next week.” I was sitting 
among the elders who joined the bishops 
and superintendent in laying hands on the 
ordinands. Someone said in a loud whisper, 
“Bishop, you are brave, but what if no one 
comes?” 

About that time from the rear of Lake 
Junaluska’s vast Stuart Auditorium, I heard 
clapping and shouting - someone was 
coming! Then from another section, more 
applause - someone else was coming. By 
now there was hardly a dry eye in the 
house. 

And they kept coming. The bishop was 
running from one set of steps to the other, 
embracing each one and saying a word to 
them. Superintendents were embracing 
people they had never seen before - many 
of them not even delegates but laity who 


had come in the vans to see their pastors 
ordained. Now the newly-ordained began 
to come on stage and embrace members of 
their church. The newly-ordained were 
hugging the newly-called! 

And the organ played on. I began to count 
the people on the 
huge stage and 
subtract the num¬ 
ber of superin¬ 
tendents and bish¬ 
ops and Board of 
Ordained Ministry 
members and new 
with their red 
stoles. Thirty- 
seven people had 
come forward to 
say, “I am Thine 
oh Lord, I have 
heard thy voice 
and it told thy 
love to me; (now) 

I long to rise in 
the arms of faith 
and be closer 
drawn to thee.” 

My mind went to a 
newer beloved 
hymn, “.. .1 have 
made the darkness 
bright, who will 
bear my light to 
them - whom shall I send.” Here they 
stood, publicly committing themselves to “ 
Here I am Lord.. .1 will go Lord. If you 
lead me, I will hold your people in my 
heart.” 

People were smiling, laughing and hug¬ 
ging throughout the auditorium. Yes, I’ll 
admit, I was crying tears of sheer joy. As 
the ordinands regrouped for the recession¬ 


al, members of the congregation jammed 
the stage seeking out the members of their 
churches, pastors were seeking out mem¬ 
bers of former churches, everyone was 
wanting to speak to the Bishop who had 
delivered such a moving message and the 
Bishop who had given an old-fashioned 
Methodist/EUB altar call! I found myself 
uttering the last words of Holy Scripture, 
words I never use because, to the detriment 
of my own soul, I let the charismatics own 
them - “Amen, Come Lord Jesus.” 

And it all happened at an annual confer¬ 
ence in 2009 right there in front of God 
and everybody. 

I went out looking for the 10 ordinands 
whom I had taught in seminary, proudly 
standing with them for a picture. I was 
constantly meeting up with my own gener¬ 
ation of septuagenarians - old codgers - 
who were crying and saying, “Did you 
ever think we would see something like 
this?” My stock answer was, “This is my 
fifty-fourth annual conference, and I have 
never experienced a night like this at annu¬ 
al conference.” To the ordinands I said, 
“You have this night been a part of history; 
this night will be little forgotten and long 
remembered.” As I walked through the 
dark to our car, I felt closer to John 
Wesley’s “strangely warmed” heart than I 
had felt in a long, long time. 

The Lord is not through with this 
Church yet! 

*The Rev. Dr. Donald Haynes, retired 
United Methodist minister, is a columnist 
for the United Methodist Reporter, and also 
an instructor in United Methodist studies 
at Hood Theological Seminary. He can be 
reached at tranquilglyn@yahoo.com. 

Reprinted with permission of the United 
Methodist Reporter (www.umportal.org). 


United Methodist Lay Speaker Training 
Oct. 2-3, 2009 at Uskichitto Retreat Center in LeBlanc, La. 
Cost: $50 (includes Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast and lunch, 
lodging and course materials) 

For registration information, contact Patti Burgess at the 
Lake Charles District office by calling (337) 439-2982. 
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Bishop William W. Hutchinson, pictured at 
the Ordination and Commissioning Service 
held during the 2009 Louisiana Annual 
Conference in Kenner, also delivered the ser¬ 
mon during the Ordination Service for the 
Western North Carolina Annual Conference 
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Visit from missionaries and international meeting highlight Cambodian connection 



Nicholas and Esther Gitobu, GBGM missionaries serving in Cambodia, recently 
visited the Louisiana Annual Conference on a tour that took them throughout the 
United States. Larry Norman, director of LAVIM, met with the Gitobus and all 
future LAVIM mission leaders to Cambodia on July 17 at the area conference 
offices in Baton Rouge. While in Louisiana, the Gitobus visited 17 United 
Methodist churches and raised thousands of dollars which will support their min¬ 
istry. Pictured in the gymnasium of First United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge, above, with Esther, left, and Nicholas are Cookie Coffey and Judy Faust. 
Both Coffey and Faust have been instrumental in promoting the sale of items 
made by Cambodian women as part of United Methodist ministries led by the 
Gitobus. In the top photo, the Gitobus display a quilt made by Cambodians and 
given to First UMC in appreciation for a gift of $12,000 that paid all expenses for 
Cambodian youth to attend a leadership conference held in that country and 
sponsored by LAVIM. Upcoming LAVIM missions include the second Cambodia 
Youth Retreat May 22-June 5, 2010, led by Rev. Jack O’Dell. LAVIM hopes to send 
20 Louisiana youth to help facilitate the retreat, along with scholarship money for 
deserving Cambodian youth. A medical team led by Beverly Dinnel is slated for 
Feb. 6-19, 2010. The team will be serving in the Svay Rieng district. Archie Corder 
will lead a mission in October of 2010 to the Phnom Penh area. The mission is 
designed for United Methodist Men from the Louisiana Conference and a growing 
men’s ministry in Cambodia to meet and learn from each other. Revs. Ann Sutton 
and Clifton Conrad will lead an educational mission to Cambodia in late October- 
early November of 2011. The mission will serve as an exchange of ideas between 
church leaders from the Louisiana Conference and the Cambodian church. For 
more information on Cambodian item sales contact Judy Faust at (225) 938-2172. 


Cambodian Consultation slated for September in Metairie 


The vibrant and successful inter- 
Methodist mission in Cambodia is the 
focus of a consultation set for September 
17-19 in Metairie, Louisiana. 

Rev. Ann Sutton, chair of the Louisiana 
Cambodia Initiative, said, “We are honored 
to host this international event in our con¬ 
ference. It is has been our privilege to join 
in this ministry in Cambodia and to host 
those who share this passion and know that 
our work in New Orleans will impact the 
life of the church in Phnom Penh. This is 
an opportunity for our conference to cele¬ 
brate the work and invite others in 
Louisiana to join us in this mission.” 

The emerging Methodist Church in 
Cambodia is the result of the joint efforts 
of Methodists from multiple countries and 
cultures. It is among the United Methodist 
Mission Initiatives related to the General 
Board of Global Ministries, which current¬ 
ly has 11 missionaries in Cambodia. 

From its inception in 1989, Methodism 
in Cambodia has increased from three to 
more than 180 congregations, today form¬ 
ing an autonomous denomination linked 
through partnerships to five sponsoring 
Methodist mission organizations. 

Mission Collaboration 

The five groups collaborating in 
Cambodia include: 

The Korean Methodist Church (which 
has been there longest) 

The United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries 

The Methodist Church in Switzerland 
and France 

The Methodist Church in Singapore 

The World Federation of Chinese 
Methodist Churches. 

The 2009 Cambodia Mission 
Consultation will bring together representa¬ 
tives from United Methodist annual confer¬ 
ences, districts, and congregations already 
engaged in the Cambodia Initiatives or 
about to get involved. They will learn 
about new developments in Cambodia, 
share experiences, and strengthen their 


commitments through worship and fellow¬ 
ship. A group of pastors, laity, and mission¬ 
aries from Cambodia will take part. 

St. Matthew’s United Methodist 
Church, Metairie, Louisiana, is host to the 
consultation sponsored by Global 
Ministries and the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. This conference has been a 
major participant in mission in Cambodia 
and other countries of Southeast Asia for 
almost a decade. 

One highlight of the consultation will be 
the sharing of stories from United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) teams that have recently worked 
in Cambodia. 

Methodist mission in Cambodia 
includes evangelism, church and leadership 
development, Christian education, and 
health ministries. 

Consultation Participation 

There is an $80 consultation registration 
fee that includes meals and materials. 
Participants are asked to contribute another 
$25 to be used to cover part of the costs of 
persons coming from Cambodia. 
Participants may register online at 
http://events.signup4.com/camcon2009 A 
mail-in registration form is available 
online. August 31 is the registration dead¬ 
line. 

Housing at a cost of $79 plus tax per 
night is available at local hotels, the 
Radisson New Orleans Airport, or the 
Sheraton Metairie until August 28, 2009. 
Attendees must reserve their own rooms 
using the following contact information: 

Radisson New Orleans Airport 
2150 Veterans Blvd., Kenner, LA 70062 
Tel. (504) 467-3111 
or 

Sheraton Metairie 

4 Galleria Blvd., Metairie, LA 70001 
Tel. (504) 620-9403 

For additional information contact Rev. 
Ann Sutton by email at 
revann70507@gmail.com or by phone at 
(337) 235-9145. 



McGuire commissioned during special service 


Rev. Ashley McGuire was commissioned 
as a provisional elder of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference on July 12 at First 
United Methodist Church of Bossier City. 

On June 10, Ashley gave birth to Daniel 
Alexander McGuire, so she was unable to 
participate in the Ordination and 
Commissioning Service held the evening 


of June 8 during the 2009 Louisiana 
Annual Conference in Kenner, La. 

Rev. McGuire is pictured after the com¬ 
missioning with Shreveport District 
Superintendent Rev. Doug Cain, her hus¬ 
band Robert, baby Daniel, Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson, and Rev. Theresa 
McConnell. 
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Camphor Memorial UMC celebrates 92 years 



Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church celebrated its 92nd Founders 
Heritage Day on June 14, 2009 at the church in Scotlandville. Rev. Dr. Martha 
Orphe, executive director of Multi-Cultural Ministries for the conference, served as 
guest speaker. Jacqueline Paige Green was the soloist and Robert Dilworth, 96, 
was recognized as Camphor’s oldest member. Associate Pastor Mary Ann 
Robinson and Senior Pastor Darlene A. Moore are pictured with Rev. Orphe as 
they listen to remarks by State Representative Avon Honey. 


First UMC in Minden “hosts” Wesley 



First United Methodist Church in 
Minden, 903 Broadway, will host a one- 
man play entitled “The Man from 
Aldersgate: An Evening with John 
Wesley” on Aug. 30 at 5 p.m. 

The play will be performed by profes¬ 
sional award-winning actor Roger Nelson, 
who has performed this play over 1,200 
times in all 50 states and in 32 foreign 
countries. Nelson has also performed the 
play in Carnegie Hall, Wesley’s Chapel in 
London, at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 
in Scotland, and the Stratford-on-Avon 
Festival in England. 

Nelson has won The International 
Christian Visual Media’s Crown Award for 
Best Actor for his portrayal of John 
Wesley, as well as The Religion in Media 
Angel Award. 

Admission is free and open to the pub¬ 
lic. A free-will offering will be received 
during the performance, which will be fol¬ 
lowed by a potluck supper in the church’s 
Fellowship Hall. 

Call (318) 377-1483 for further details. 


Mount Zion UMC in New Orleans 
announces scholarship recipients 


Rev. Lawrence P. Gaines, pastor of 
Mount Zion United Methodist Church 
in New Orleans, and the Mount Zion 
UMC Scholarship Committee recently 
announced the church’s 2009-2010 
recipients for scholarships totaling 
$4,950. 

The recipients of the Mount Zion 
UMC scholarships are Kandyce 
Franklin, a junior at Dillard University, 
$975; Cameron Johnson, a sophomore 
at University of New Orleans, $975; 
Kristen Lonon, senior at Louisiana State 


University, $1,000; Ryan Shelling, a 
sophomore at University of Southern 
Mississippi, $ 1,000; and Kristine 
Wilson, a freshman at Louisiana State 
University, $1,000. 

The church’s scholarship committee 
is grateful to members and visitors who 
have contributed to the fund through 
donations. Those wishing to help out 
may send donations to Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church, Scholarship 
Fund, P.O. Box 15600, New Orleans, 
LA 70115 



A LAVIM team from Belle Chasse UMC served in Reynosa, Mexico from June 18- 
21. Lane Greco and team leader Dale Smith install an insulated ceiling joist of the 
church school house. Dr. Stuart Guey, with the help of team member and daugh¬ 
ter, Emilyn Guey, extracts a tooth. Pictured on the front page of the Louisiana 
Now!, Dr. Hector Cabrera, a member of the LAVIM team from Belle Chase UMC, 
examines a child with a cough after the recent Swine Flue outbreak. 

Belle Chasse UMC sends LAVIM team to Mexico 


A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
from Belle Chasse United Methodist 
Church served in Reynosa, Mexico from 
June 18-21 as a medical/construction team. 

The team stayed at the United 
Methodist VIM compound in Reynosa, 
where they met with “Willie” Berman, 
Mexico’s Eastern District VIM 
Coordinator; Pastor Roberto Gomez, Area 
VIM Coordinator; Dr. Elias, Mexico VIM 
staff member; and Mary Ann Garza, who 
served as interpreter for the group. 

Dale Smith, team leader and local con¬ 
tractor, has served in Reynosa for the last 
five years as a member of various LAVIM 
teams. 

The team rebuilt and insulated a Sunday 
school building of a church and helped 


with the rebuild of another small structure 
which will be used as a kitchen. This 
kitchen will help feed the families of the 
Reynosa Diaz community. The team also 
was able to hire a few local men to aid 
with the construction using funding donat¬ 
ed by Belle Chasse UMC. This experience 
was beneficial to the local men financially 
and as a self esteem builder, knowing that 
they were able to help their local church. 

The team performed dental and medical 
services for the community out of an un- 
airconditioned facility. They assisted more 
than 150 men, women and children in a 
span of two days. Teeth were pulled and 
cleaned. Common ailments of the area and 
lifestyle were addressed by Dr. Stuart 
Guey, DDS and Dr. Hector Cabrera, MD. 


Aurora UMC set to mark 50 years 


The public is invited to join Aurora 
United Methodist Church in celebrating its 
50th anniversary Aug. 22 and 23 at 3300 
Eton St, New Orleans (Algiers). 

Recording artists Mark Sorensen and 
the band Chasing Canaan will provide the 
message as part of their “No Ordinary 
People Tour” on Saturday at 7 p.m. 

The Providentials, a Gospel quartet 


from Ruth, Miss., will provide the message 
on Sunday at 10 a.m. A barbecue chicken 
dinner will be served following Sunday’s 
service and dress is casual for both celebra¬ 
tions. 

Please visit www.auroraumc.org, or call 
Aurora UMC at (504) 394-5483 for more 
information. 
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Bayou Blue United Methodist Church 
in Houma held Vacation Bible School July 
13-17. Known as a popular event in the 
area, the church hosted approximately 65 
children each night. Church youth pro¬ 
duced a film entitled “Friendship” and the 
VBS program was concluded on Friday 
night with a program for the families and 
goodies afterward in the Fellowship 
Hall. A highlight of the whole week was 
the “Throwing of the Pies,” a competition 
between the boys and girls for the most 
pennies collected throughout the 
week. Rev. Barbara Duke, wife of Bayou 
Blue’s Rev. Jeff Duke, is shown getting a 
pie in the face thrown by the winners of 
the penny collection. 


Door poster sales benefit new church starts 

Does your church 
have a ‘doors’ 
poster yet? Bishop 
Hutchinson hopes 
to see a copy of the 
poster in every 
church in the 
Louisiana 
Conference by the 
fall of this year. 

This vibrant poster, 
depicting the doors 
of 36 United 
Methodist churches 
in Louisiana, is not 
just for churches. 

It makes a thought¬ 
ful gift and will look 
great in any office 
or living room. 

The “Doors of the 
Louisiana 
Conference” 
poster, commis¬ 
sioned by Bishop 
Hutchinson, is still 
available. You can 
pick up your poster 
for $100 at your 
district office or 
buy it online at 
www.LA-UMC.org, 
for $105, and have 
it mailed to you. All 
proceeds go to new 
church develop¬ 
ment in Louisiana. 


Doors of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church 






St. John’s United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge held a patriotic music 
celebration on June 28. Pictured at the 
musical event are, top, Trey 
Halliburton, son of Deidre and Ray 
Halliburton; John Gerbrecht, guest 
musician; Marjorie Blocker, Music 
Director; Rev. Russ Clunan, Associate 
Pastor; Guy Johnson, script author; 
Tim Lawson, Senior Pastor; and Brian 
Blackwood, narrator. Terry Byars, not 
pictured, served as accompanist. Tom 
Burch, left, St. John’s UMC liaison to 
the 1000 Club, speaks during the June 
28 service. 


St. John’s UMC presents patriotic music event 


St. John’s United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge held a patriotic music cele¬ 
bration on June 28 at 6 p.m. The program, 
“Building a Church, Building a Nation,” 
served as a benefit for the 1000 Club. 

St. John’s UMC is “paying it forward” 
in gratitude for 1000 Club funds the church 
received when it was started in 1961. As of 
July 5, contributions total more than 
$2,800, and more is expected in the final 
tally. 

Lenore Sullivan and Tom Burch, 1000 
Club representatives from St. Andrews and 
St. John’s UMCs, respectively, presented. 

Boy Scout Troop 505, sponsored by St. 
John’s, opened the program with the pres¬ 
entation of colors and led the pledge of 
allegiance and the Christian flag salute. 


The Alleluia Ringers, the church’s cele¬ 
bration band, the Chancel Choir and the 
Men’s Chorus performed folk songs and 
popular songs, military anthems and 
hymns. 

Veterans and relatives of armed forces 
members were standard-bearers for the 
Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force and 
Marines. Each raised the flag for the 
branch of service represented by the family 
as the choir sang “An Armed Forces 
Salute” and the congregation paid tribute to 
all veterans. 

The congregation waved souvenir flags, 
sang along and lit remembrance candles to 
honor the men and women who serve or 
have served our country. It was a time of 
uplifting patriotism, fun and fellowship. 


St Andrew’s UMC serves Dulac community 



St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge recently spent five days 
working in storm-ravaged Dulac, La. The 
devastating hurricanes of the past few years 
have taken a toll on this community, with 
much wind and water surge damage to 
homes with little protection down in the 
marsh. 

The team worked to repair local homes, 
installing new flooring, replacing drywall 


and paneling, installing trim, and perform¬ 
ing decking repair and general home 
repairs. The group also helped to clean and 
paint the Dulac Community Center gymna¬ 
sium. Team members enjoyed fishing and 
great times of fellowship. Rick Miller led 
evening devotions centered around 
Matthew: 25, verses 14-30, the parable of 
talents. 
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Carlos and Saroj Welch, along with Lillian Wallace, recently visited the Louisiana Annual Conference area offices to discuss planning for future Louisiana Volunteers 
in Mission teams to India. Wallace, Cultivation Secretary for the Clara Swain Hospital in India, and the Welches, who served for years in India, have been essential 
links for the Louisiana Conference in developing an ongoing relationship with the Clara Swain Hospital and the Warne Baby Fold in Barreilly, India. The Welches, 
right, proudly hold the LAVIM August “Augie” Aamodt Award, presented to them on June 28 for their outstanding service and leadership in volunteer recruitment. 

Retired GBGM missionaries help build Louisiana connection to India 


Lillian Wallace knew about missionary 
work in India at an early age. 

In a recent interview, Wallace shared 
that her father, who attended seminary, had 
a passionate desire to serve the people of 
India. Sadly, he never got the chance to go 
because of health reasons. 

But Lillian’s Uncle Duffy did have the 
opportunity to serve in the poverty stricken 
country, and she was deeply affected and 
impressed by his life as a missionary. 

Wallace found herself serving in urban 
ministry in the United States, teaching 
physical education. But in 1956, she 
became a GBGM missionary, and was able 
to fulfill her dreams by being sent to India. 

Initially, she taught physical education 
at Isabella Thobum College in Lucknow, 
India. Isabella Thobum was the first col¬ 
lege for women founded in Asia. 

Wallace eventually served as manager 
of the Sattal Ashram and as a manager of 


Adams Girl’s Hostel and School in Almore, 
North India. Her prolific career also includ¬ 
ed serving as executive secretary for the 
Council of Youth, an office of the 
Methodist church in India. 

Although Lillian officially retired as a 
missionary in 1995, she is back in India 
serving as an appointee of the bishop. 
Wallace served as Director of the Clara 
Swain Hospital in Barreilly, India; she now 
serves as Cultivation Secretary (volunteer 
recmitment) for the hospital, in addition to 
serving the North India Regional 
Conference and Moraddad Conference in 
the same capacity. 

Her passion for mission work in India is 
shared by Carlos and Saroj ini Welch. 

Saroj met and fell in love with Carlos at 
Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Illinois in 1951. In 1953, while studying in 
Chicago, Saroj was hired by E. Stanley 
Jones to set up a psychiatric social work 


department in the Nur Manzil Psychiatric 
Centre. The centre functions as a unit of the 
Methodist Church in India under the 
Lucknow Regional Conference. “When 
Carlos was sent to India as a GBGM mis¬ 
sionary, we were married,” said Saroj. 
During those years, the two worked estab¬ 
lishing pastoral counseling in churches and 
general counseling in secular counseling 
centers. The missionary work continued 
until 1996. The Welches now live in Baton 
Rouge. 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission worked 
hand in hand with Lillian Wallace when the 
first LAVIM team was sent to India in 
2006. Rev. Larry Norman, director of 
LAVIM, also enlisted the aid of the 
Welches in preparing the team for travel to 
India. “Saroj and I introduced team mem¬ 
bers to general aspects of culture in India, 
helping them to develop ideas of how to 
relate to India, to understand the multitude 


of cultures, and to be at home in a place so 
different from the U. S.,” said Carlos. 

To date, five LAVIM teams have served 
in India. They have provided medical and 
constmction assistance at the Clara Swain 
Hospital, built a chapel for the Wame Baby 
Fold orphanage, and fallen in love with the 
people of India. 

LAVIM continues its strong connection 
to India, the Clara Swain Hospital, the 
Wame Baby Fold and Bareilly in 2010 
with two teams scheduled. A constmction 
team will be led by Dennis Bouck of 
Asbury UMC, Bossier City, Feb. 25-March 
12. The second team is a medical team led 
by Rev. Norman and is scheduled for 
March 4-21. The two teams will overlap 
for cultural visits to the Taj Mahal in Agra, 
Gandhi’s Memorial in Delhi, and a day 
cmise of the Gangues River. Volunteers 
interested in either team should contact 
Rev. Norman at (225) 346-1646. 



Monroe District hosts clergy welcoming picnic 


The Monroe District held its annual 
Welcome Picnic which gives clergy fami¬ 
lies that are moving to the district a chance 
to meet their newest colleagues. First 
United Methodist Church in Monroe host¬ 


ed the July 17 event. A special effort was 
made to include and entertain the younger 
children of clergy families, who enjoyed 
jumping in a giant inflatable. 


Reunion of LAVIM India teams held at St. John’s UMC 


BY REV. DAWN YOUNG 

From the attire of many in the room, 
one may have easily imagined that they 
were in Delhi or Mumbai. The event—held 
at St. John’s UMC in Baton Rouge on June 
28—was actually a reunion of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission teams that have 
served in India. 

Various participants in mission to India 
for the past five years were present to cele¬ 
brate, to recollect and to look forward. The 
gathering began during the 8:30 a.m. wor¬ 
ship time at St. John’s UMC, where Carlos 
and Saroj ini Welch received the LAVIM 
August “Augie” Aamodt award for their 
participation and leadership of the Indian 
mission projects over the years. The wor¬ 
ship service was led by Rev. Ashwin 
Welch, the oldest son of the Welch’s, who 
is also the pastor of Boardman UMC in 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

The celebration also featured Lillian 
Wallace presenting Larry Norman, director 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission, with a 
framed image of the stained glass window 
recently installed in the newly constructed 
chapel at the Wame Baby Fold in Bareilly, 
India. The orphanage stands on the grounds 


of the historic Methodist Clara Swain 
Hospital. Louisiana VIM teams have 
worked on the constmction of the chapel 
for the past four years. Lillian is a retired 
missionary that is still serving as the culti¬ 
vation secretary for the hospital in India. 

The celebration moved from the sanctu¬ 
ary to the Fellowship hall, where members 
of St. John’s UMC joined the gathering 
and enjoyed refreshments with the LAVIM 
volunteers. Fellowship continued at the 
home of LeRoy and Joyce Clavenna, past 
team leaders. Team members enjoyed food 
prepared by the outreach ministry of First 
UMC in Baker and reminisced over photos 
of the various missions to India. 

Plans are in place for two LAVIM teams 
to serve in India during 2010. The first 
team will be led by Dennis Bouck of 
Asbury UMC, Bossier City, who will lead 
a constmction team Feb. 25-March 12, 
2010. That team will be joined by a sec¬ 
ond team, a medical team, led by Larry 
Norman. The two teams will overlap their 
mission in early March, exploring regional 
culture and attending the dedication of the 
new Baby Fold Chapel by Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson on March 7, 2010. 
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2009 W. T. Handy Convocation 

Friday, Nov. 20 - Saturday, Nov. 21 
Dillard University 
2601 Gentilly Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

To register contact 

the Louisiana Conference Office of Multicultural Ministries 
(225) 346-1646 or (225) 747-2753 

Registration: $35 

Make checks payable to La. Annual Conference 

For lodging, make reservations by calling the 
Superdome Holiday Inn 
330 Loyola Ave 
New Orleans, La. 

Call (504) 581-1600 
Room Rate: $90 per night 
(ask for group rate- W. T. Handy Convocation) 

For information about the Youth and Young Adult 
component of the W. T. Handy Convocation, contact the 
Office of Multicultural Ministries. 

The group Soul Fruit will be featured in concert the 
Saturday night of the Youth and Young Adult event. 


Join Bishop William W. Hutchinson and 
his wife Kay Hutchinson for 

The Louisiana Annual Conference 
Holy Land Classic 2010 

Visit Jerusalem, Galilee, Bethlehem and Jerico 
Departing January 12, 2010 for 10 days of Biblical 
Discovery 

Price ranges from $2,248 to $2,398 depending on your city 

of departure 

Travel to: 

The Mount of the Beatitudes 
The River Jordan 
Nazareth, Jesus’ boyhood home 
The cave revered as the place of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem 
The Garden of Gethsemane 
The Via Dolorosa 

Trip extensions available at the end of 10 days include: 

Cairo and the Route of the Exodus 
Wonders of Egypt and Luxor 
Nile Cruise 

Wonders of Jordan and Petra 

For more information contact 
Rev. Don Cottrill or Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646 
Register online via credit card or check at 
www.eo.travelwithus.com 


Ingleside, from page 1 

In addition to hosting VBS at the church 
every morning, four volunteers from 
Ingleside UMC planned and implemented 
an identical event which they brought to 
the park every afternoon. “The sessions 
were held from 3:30-5:30 p.m., using the 
Beach Party theme from Cokesbury. We 
offered storytelling, crafts, discovery time 
and refreshments. 

“We had no idea how many children to 
expect, or if any would come. How were 
we going to get them to show up?,” said 
Auster. 

In a bold move, the volunteers piled into 
their church van and rode down the street 
very slowly, stopping when they saw stu¬ 
dents that they knew. “We called out that 
we wanted to share VBS in the park, if 
they wanted to meet us there. Nine children 
trickled down as we set up that first day. 
Each day we increased our number until 
we reached 25 young people. Siblings 
invited siblings and friends and sometimes 
they came just because they were in the 


park playing basketball,” said Auster. 

Vacation Bible School in the park was 
not without it’s incidents. “Unfortunately, I 
scraped the side of our new church van on 
one of those parking poles. Also, hosting 
an outside event at 3:30 in the afternoon in 
south Louisiana makes for extremely hot 
temperatures,” said Soskin. 

Occasionally, a participant would add to 
the stress of putting on an off-campus 
event. On one afternoon, a young man dis¬ 
rupted VBS by throwing sand on every¬ 
thing and by taking things from others. 
“The next day, our storyteller was sharing 
the parable of the Unforgiving Servant 
(Matthew 18:21-33). As we started getting 
everything ready for the 25 kids in atten¬ 
dance, we noticed that same boy gently 
walking over to the storyteller to give her a 
hug. Then he came to each of us and gave 
us hugs. We were all moved, and we 
learned the true meaning of forgiveness on 
that Wednesday,” said Auster. 

The numbers at the El Scott VBS rose 
to 28 participants this summer. “Putting on 


the event every morning at the church and 
every afternoon in the heat of the park left 
us all completely exhausted. But at the 
same time, we were completely awed by 
what the Lord had provided for us and 
what He had accomplished in our lives and 
the lives of these children,” said Soskin. 

During the weeks leading up to this 
year’s event, church members were enthu¬ 
siastic about signing up to provide items on 
the VBS wish list. “Many of Ingleside’s 
members are elderly, and unable to volun¬ 
teer as VBS staff. But they were anxious to 
support it and to help in any way they 
could.” 

The church suffered a fire two years ago 
which completely destroyed the sanctuary, 
leaving members with less room to hold 
certain functions. “Bringing the programs 
to people outside of the church walls, 
where they live, have proven to be an 
effective alternative,” said Soskin. 

Vacation Bible School in the park on El 
Scott Street took on a life of its own in 
2009. “One fourth grader that had partici¬ 


pated the year before was active in recruit¬ 
ing other kids to put flyers on the doors of 
duplexes on the street. The first couple of 
days, we had the same 11 or 12 kids at the 
park. On Tuesday, the scripture lesson 
talked about God guiding us as we journey. 
We asked the kids to follow God’s leading 
by bringing others to the VBS to hear 
about God. By Friday, our numbers grew to 
28,” said Soskin. 

Volunteers talked about their faith and 
there was a spontaneous song fest at one of 
the tables. A young man asked if he could 
get a hymnal like the one used in the 
Discovery Time experiment. We left our 
hymnal with the young man.. .and took 
away many memories,” said Soskin. 

A few weeks ago, Ev Auster passed 
another public park located close to a hos¬ 
pital in the mid town area of Baton Rouge. 
“Eve got my eye on it. It has a lot of picnic 
tables like the other park.” 

Perhaps 2010 will see the birth of a sec¬ 
ond location for Ingleside UMC’s outreach 
Vacation Bible School. 



Children participating in Ingleside UMC’s Vacation Bible School this summer, above left, enjoyed a pint-sized scientific recreation of the parting of the Red Sea. 
Above right, a group of the 28 children that were served during Ingleside UMC’s outreach VBS posed for a photograph in one of the public parks in Baton Rouge. The 
outreach VBS was held in the park every afternoon while the traditional program was held every morning at the church. 
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United Methodist Scouts 
awarded Eagle rank 

The rank of Eagle Scout was recently 
awarded to Evan Lochbrunner and Randy 
Hughes in Court of Honor ceremonies held 
at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in 
Harahan and St. John’s UMC in Baton 
Rouge, respectively. 

Lochbrunner, a 
member of Boy Scout 
Troop 33, designed and 
constructed a prayer 
and meditation area in 
the garden area on the 
side of St. Paul’s sanc¬ 
tuary. As a part of the 
project, the area had 
been cleaned and refur¬ 
bished by Lochbrunner 
and fellow scouts. 

Evan graduated from Riverdale High 
School and plans to attend Delgado in the 
fall in business man¬ 
agement. 

Hughes, a member 
of Boy Scout Troop 
505, built tricycle tun¬ 
nels for the University 
Terrace Elementary 
School in Baton 
Rouge. The tunnels 
were part of a major 
redesign of the school 
playground. Hughes is a Randy Hughes 
member of University 
UMC in Baton Rouge. 

Randy graduated from Baton Rouge 
Magnet High School and plans to attend 
LSU in the fall in engineering. 




Evan 

Lochbrunner 


The Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Women 
Celebrate Their 

36th Annual Meeting and 
District Elected 
Leadership 
Training (DELT) 

Sept 18-19, 2009 
Gretna United Methodist 
Church 

1309 Whitney Avenue 
Gretna, La. 

For registration 
information 

contact Helen Galloway 
at (504)366-5041 
bengalloway@cox.net 

Theme: “Celebrating faith, 
love, hope and joy” 

Scripture: 

1 Thessalonians 1:3; 

1 Thessalonians 1:6; 

1 Corinthians 13:13 


Have Your Savings Bonds Matured? 

Put Them to Work with a Charitable Gift Annuity! 




Americans are holding billions of dollars’ worth of 
savings bonds that have matured, which means 
they are no longer earning interest! That's like 
giving an interest-free loan to the government. 

Why not cut out Uncle Sam and do some 
good with them? 

Redeem the bonds and establish 
a Charitable Gill Annuity to give 
yourself a lifetime income now and 
support to your church later. 

Charitable Gift Annuities are just 
one of many options to put your 
matured savings bonds to work for 
you and your faith. 

Call us to find out more! 


UNITED METt TODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of - 

ASliin: hnlli iiricl Mmi-ey Lome lygulhiC 


( 225 ) 346-1535 ( 800 ) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


RETHINK: EVANGELISM 

A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 



Dr. Tony Campolo, professor emeritus at Eastern Uni¬ 
versity. Es the founder of die Evangelical Association for 
the Promotion of Education, an organization that devel¬ 
ops schools and social programs in various third world 
countries and in cities across North America, He is the 
author of 35 books, his latest three being, "Letters bo a 
Young Evangelical," "The God of Intimacy and Action" 
and his most recent release Is "Red Letter Christians, A 
Citizen's Guide to Faith and Politics.' 1 



Sponsored by ti*e Louisans Annual Canfe-ene* 
GcnFuran^ Boil'd of Oiscip I whip 
Conference Board of Laity 
Con Fflrin« Ministry T«m 


What If we began to RETHINK? EVANGELISM? 


What if we understood that evangel 1 pm begins with listening? What If 
we began to rethink evangelism as a way oF life rather than a specific set 
of practices? What if we understood evangelism to be anything we do 
to help another person move doser to * relationship with Cod? 

Or. Tony CirrrpoSo will help ui begin to rethink evangelism. Witih bun 
and experience Or. CanipoJo will snerglie and equip 3 



RETHINK: EVANGELISM: 

Dr. Tony Cam pol o* Keynote Speaker 
Saturday, November 14,2009 
The Aiex^idria Riverfront Center 
gspoajin^xiopTii, 


REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

B efpre Septem b er 15: £20 

After September 15: $25 

At the door: 330 

Lunch is Inducted with registration. 


Vou may register online: wwiv.rethlnkevorsgeJilsm.org 


































For the latest 
information regarding 
the Rethink Church 
Initiative visit 
www. ret h i n kch u rch. o rg 
or 

www.lOthousanddoors.org 
which is designed 
for seekers 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


Rethink Resources / 4 



Rethink Event / 5 



Rethink Messages / 8 




BATON ROUGE, LA AUGUST 28, 2009 

alters matching grants policy 
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Rethink Church 

Local United Methodist churches are 
hearing more and more about Rethink 
Church, a major welcoming and media 
campaign that began May 6, 2009. The 
campaign goal is sweeping and ambitious - 
to invite the church and those unchurched 
who seek spiritual fulfillment, to become 


more outwardly focused and engaged in 
the world. 

The grand hope is to spark a global 
conversation about what it means to live as 
a person of faith, a disciple of Jesus Christ, 
in the 21st century. If the campaign is suc¬ 
cessful, it will be the catalyst for a radical 


return to understanding of what the gospel 
means to us today. 

The 2008 General Conference approved 
the campaign, representing a significant 
investment by the church’s leadership in 

See Rethink, page 5 


Wanted: Young Adults 



Young adults aged 18-34 are the primary target market for Rethink Church, a major welcoming and media campaign 
sponsored by The United Methodist Church that began May 6. A group of conference pastors under the age of 30 gath 
ered recently to discuss the need for intentional, organized young adult ministry in every local church in Louisiana. 
The results of the conversation are presented in the article below. 


Pastors brainstorm on ministering 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

In May of this year, The United 
Methodist Church launched a sweeping 
and ambitious welcoming campaign. 
Essentially replacing the UMC’s Igniting 
Ministry initiative, the Rethink Church 
campaign invites the church, and those 
un-churched who seek spiritual fulfill¬ 


ment, to become more outwardly focused 
and engaged in the world. 

The campaign seeks to offer the 
church, not as a place to come to and stay 
within, but as a base of operation for 
expressing faith by moving out into com¬ 
munities and around the globe to become 
part of God’s plan for world transforma¬ 
tion. 


to young adults 

The primary audience for the cam¬ 
paign is individuals who lack a church 
life today, primarily—but not exclusive¬ 
ly—those 18 to 34 years old. 

As United Methodist congregations 
we must ask ourselves several important 
questions: “Are we truly prepared to wel- 

See Young Adults, page 3 
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Join Bishop William W. Hutchinson and 
his wife Kay Hutchinson for 

The Louisiana Annual Conference 
Holy Land Classic 2010 

Visit Jerusalem, Galilee, Bethlehem and Jerico 
Departing January 12, 2010 for 10 days of 
Biblical Discovery 

Price ranges from $2,248 to $2,398 depending on your city 

of departure 

Travel to: 

The Mount of the Beatitudes 
The River Jordan 
Nazareth, Jesus’ boyhood home 
The cave revered as the place of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem 
The Garden of Gethsemane 
The Via Dolorosa 

Trip extensions available at the end of 10 days include: 

Cairo and the Route of the Exodus 
Wonders of Egypt and Luxor 
Nile Cruise 

Wonders of Jordan and Petra 

For more information contact 
Rev. Don Cottrill or Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646 
Register online via credit card or check at 
www.eo.travelwithus.com 


United Methodist Lay Speaker Training 

Oct. 2-3, 2009 at Uskichitto Retreat Center in LeBlanc, La. 

Cost: $50 (includes Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast and lunch, 
lodging and course materials) 

For registration information, contact Patti Burgess at the 
Lake Charles District office by calling (337) 439-2982. 


2009 W. T. Handy Convocation 

Friday, Nov. 20 - Saturday, Nov. 21 
Dillard University 
2601 Gentilly Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

To register contact 

the Louisiana Conference Office of Multicultural Ministries 
(225) 346-1646 or (225) 747-2753 

Registration: $35.00 

Make checks payable to La. Annual Conference 

For lodging, make reservations by calling the 
Superdome Holiday Inn 
330 Loyola Ave 
New Orleans, La. 

Call (504) 581-1600 
Room Rate: $90 per night 
(ask for group rate- W. T. Handy Convocation) 

For information about the Youth and Young Adult 
component of the W. T. Handy Convocation, contact the 
Office of Multicultural Ministries. 

The group Soul Fruit will be featured in concert the 
Saturday night of the Youth and Young Adult event. 


Those listed here were memorialized at the 
Memorial /Communion Service held June 7 
during the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference 
in Kenner, La. 

CLERGY 

BURTON BLAIR 
VERNA BUELL 
ROBERT C. CARTER 
JOHN DAVID CORLEY 
LOUIS P. CHRISMAN 
ISAAC PATTON 
EDWARD THOMAS 
KIRBY VINING 
JEFFERSON WALLACE 
JOSEPH WINDHAM 

CLERGY SPOUSES 

AMMERNEE BERRY 
MARY CASSELS 
MAE CASTAIN 
BETTY DAVIS 
ILA EAKER 
JOE GRABER 
SHELA LEIDIG 
MARY LOWERY 
MARTHA MORELAND 
RICHARD ROBINSON 
SNOWDRY PROTHRO LONDON 
CHARLENE SNELLING 
GRACIE WATSON 
VIOLA ZERGER 
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William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Young Adults, from page 1 

come and meet the needs these young adult 

seekers?” 

When we promote the slogan of The 
United Methodist Church, do we really 
offer “Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open 
Doors”? Do we have intentional strategies 
in place to attract and keep young adults as 
an active and vital component within the 
church family? 

A group of Louisiana Conference clergy 
recently gathered at the area offices in 
Baton Rouge to share ideas on the subject 
of young adult ministry. All under the age 
of 30, these younger pastors offered a 
broad range of ideas that could form the 
basis for developing effective young adult 
ministries in our local churches. 

When trying to describe 18-34’s, the 
group agreed that probably no other demo¬ 
graphic is quite so diverse. College stu¬ 
dents, those just starting jobs and careers, 
singles, married couples, and families with 
young children all make up this diverse 
segment of the population. 

With that characteristic in mind, the 
group agreed that ministry designed to 
meet the needs of young adults needs to be 
versatile. “Having multiple entry points is a 
plus,” said Rev. Jared Williams, associate 
pastor for University United Methodist in 
Baton Rouge. “Different things will appeal 
to different people. And because of the var¬ 
ied stages of life for this group, conven¬ 
ience is an issue.” 

Rev. Eugene Hebert, serving a two-point 
charge in Jeanerette (St. Peter UMC) and 
St. Martinville (Mallalieu UMC), cautioned 
local churches to bear in mind that not 
everyone attends college after completing a 
high school degree. “Lots of young people 
move straight into the working world, and 
many receive training to develop a skill or 
a trade. Churches need to meet everyone 
where they are, tapping into their gifts and 
graces. Everyone longs to have pastors 
who will seriously engage them,” said Rev. 
Hebert. 

Revs. Katie McKay and Brad Franklin, 
both serving as associate pastors for First 
UMC in Baton Rouge, offered that church¬ 
es should tread carefully when developing 
program based on marital status. 
“Sometimes we define people according to 
their relationships, rather than their person- 
hood,” said Rev. McKay, stressing that 
unmarried people need to feel that they are 
as important to the church as with those 
who are part of a couple. 

Rev. Franklin echoed those sentiments 
by adding, “You don’t want your programs 
to feel like a singles ministry because that 
can actually be an offense to today’s young 
adult.” 

Social Networking is Key 

Everyone adamantly agreed that church¬ 
es must be “online” to effectively reach and 
communicate with 18-34’s. “Email, face- 
book, blogging, texting, twitter. All forms 
of social networking can be effective in 
engaging and informing this age group. 
Every church should have a complete and 
updated list serve that has email addresses 
for members, and when possible, seekers. 
And above all, every church should have 
its own website,” said Rev. Daniel Hixon, 
campus minister for the Wesley Foundation 
at the University of Louisiana in Lafayette. 

Churches should use these online 



Twelve homes in New Orleans served as work 
sites through an intergenerational mission project 
held during the 2009 Louisiana Annual 
Conference in Kenner, La. Outreach projects can 
be an effective component for any young adult 
ministry in a local church. 


avenues to keep young adults abreast of 
upcoming events and to send spiritual mes¬ 
sages through daily or weekly devotions 
and through blogs. 

Young adults not only respond well to 
e-communication, but they respect and 
appreciate the “green” aspect of receiving 
information digitally rather than through 
church bulletins. 

When communicating with 18-34’s, be 
concise and try to catch their interest in the 
first paragraph. “It’s helps to think like an 
advertising executive. Use simple and con¬ 
cise messages. Add a neat graphic. Think 
in sound bites because this generation is 
geared toward brief and quick communica¬ 
tion,” said Rev. Lane Cotton Winn, associ¬ 
ate pastor for Amite United Methodist 
Church. 

Researchers have discovered that 
Millenials (those bom between 1982-1999) 
believe that relationships are paramount in 
their lives. Research also shows that 
Millenials and Gen X-ers (those bom just 
before Millenials) find fulfillment in com¬ 
munity involvement and knowing that their 
contributions make a difference in society. 

Offering and promoting regular outreach 
opportunities (working on a Habitat or dis¬ 
aster relief project, collecting school sup¬ 
plies or clothing for underserved children, 
etc.) and events that bring people together 
for relationship building provide a good 
start for any young adult ministry. 

Rethink Locations for Ministry 

As we “rethink church” with this new 
initiative, churches should “rethink” loca¬ 
tions when trying to attract 18-34’s and the 
un-churched. “Small group meetings in 
coffee shops or the homes of church mem¬ 
bers are a good idea,” said Rev. Hixon. 
Using the Covenant or Wesley group 
model provides a weekly format with good 
questions for reflection, added Rev. 

McKay. 

Times other than Sunday morning will 
often be preferred by this particular demo¬ 
graphic. “Events and programs may work 
best on Sunday or Wednesday evenings. 
You have to look at your own situation in 
determining the best times,” said Rev. 
Hebert. 

Bible studies should probably be 
approached more simplistically when 
working with un-churched or “de- 
churched” young adults. “Short-term stud¬ 
ies that revolve around media or popular 
culture can be interesting. They don’t 
require any preparation or outside study 
time, and that’s a plus for people on the 
go,” said Rev. Williams. 

The group agreed that trying to start 
something like a Disciple Bible Study for 
that age group isn’t the most affective strat¬ 
egy when leading seekers into a study. 
“People are so limited with the amount of 
time that they can commit, and something 
that heavy might not be appealing,” said 
Rev. Cotton Winn. 

The ministry of music can be a huge 
draw for 18-34’s, said Rev. Hebert. “Many 
of the young adults in the two congrega¬ 
tions I pastor enjoy Christian contemporary 
music. So we hold a contemporary worship 
service on the second Sunday of each 
month.” 

But everyone around the discussion 
table agreed that a balance between tradi¬ 
tional and contemporary music is important 
because many young adults enjoy both. 


Everyone at the discussion 
table agreed that the best way 
to find out what young adults 
are looking for is, simply, to 
ask them. 

Rev. Franklin spoke about 
an event that will be hosted at 
First UMC in late September 
that will invite prospects for a 
“meet and greet.” “We’re com¬ 
piling the invitation list from 
young people who have not yet 
assimilated into the church. The 
atmosphere will be more social, 
and we plan to have a jazz band 
and serve espresso. This gives 
us a chance to get to know new 
folks and ask them directly 
about what they are looking for 
in church programs and oppor¬ 
tunities.” 

Those opportunities may 
range from social events, to 
outreach projects, to Bible stud¬ 
ies to retreats. But the key is to 
ask about what appeals specifi¬ 
cally to your group, because 
what may work in one setting 
may not work in another setting. 

“Also, churches should feel free 
let go of something if it’s not 
working. Don’t be afraid to 
change things quickly if it is 
needed, and never be too con¬ 
nected to one specific way of doing things. 
It would probably be a good idea to evalu¬ 
ate the success of programs every six 
months to a year to be sure they are not 
stagnating or failing,” said Rev. Williams. 

Rev. McKay cautioned that the chal¬ 
lenge for churches—and the challenge for 
“our generation”—is to keep the focus of 
young adult ministry Christocentric. “We 
need to think about what makes Christians 
different. Why are we motivated to do what 
we do, and to be who we are? Doing nice 
things for other people just makes us like 
any non-profit organization. Christ must 
remain at the center of everything we do in 
the church.” 

Rev. Hixon spoke about the deep desire 
he sees in young people to be a part of 
something, to belong. “There’s a lot of 
competition for their time and energy, 
much of it coming from negative influ¬ 
ences. We need to offer something good 
that provides that sense of belonging and 
help them feel that what they are doing 
really matters.” 

As basic as it may seem, having a suc¬ 
cessful young adult ministry must start 
with an inclusive and appropriate attitude 
toward 18-34’s within the church. 
Sometimes the “old guard” in a church 
may be territorial about certain aspects of 
church life, leaving the door closed to 
younger adults who want to be seen as a 
contributing part of the adult population. A 
healthy number of church greeters and ush¬ 
ers should fall in the 18-34 demographic, 
but that is rarely the case in most congrega¬ 
tions. Also, church committees and event 
planning teams should have younger mem¬ 
bers as active participants. 

“Sometimes, churches treat young adult 
ministry as a glorified youth program. But 
it is an adult ministry in its own right. It’s 
important to foster inter-generational min¬ 
istry which allows the younger leadership 
to be mentored by those established leaders 


within the church,” said Rev. Cotton Winn. 

Identifying and nurturing leaders within 
the 18-34 demographic requires an invest¬ 
ment of the pastor’s time. “Go out to coffee 
with potential leaders to create communal 
buy-in. Validate young adults in the church 
so they can develop enthusiasm for the 
ministry, providing ideas and legwork. But 
build your young adult ministry so that if 
leaders change, it won’t fall apart,” said 
Rev. McKay. 

As a group, the young pastors gathered 
agreed that it would be valuable to have a 
young adult representative on every 
District Ministry Team. “The Shreveport 
District has one, and it helps to have that 
leadership position when asking local 
churches to make young adult ministry a 
priority in their own congregations,” said 
Rev. McKay. 

Extend the Invitation 

As with any group, the personal invita¬ 
tion is very important in recruiting partici¬ 
pants for the ministry. “Create a culture of 
welcome. Engage people. Most often, visi¬ 
tors make a decision in the first five min¬ 
utes on whether or not they’re coming 
back,” said Rev. McKay. 

Often, churches face the challenge of 
having limited or no funds budgeted for 
young adult ministry. The discussion group 
encouraged churches to be “shameless” 
about asking for money to support these 
vital programs. 

“Write grants. Ask for donations for 
specific projects from church members that 
have the means to do so. Don’t forget to 
pool resources,” said Rev. Hixon. 

Finally, the discussion group advised 
churches not to become overwhelmed by 
the prospect of starting a young adult min¬ 
istry. “Starting anything new can be chal¬ 
lenging for a pastor who is flying solo. 
Don’t think too large; instead, take baby 
steps and keep things low-key,” said Rev. 
Cotton Winn. 
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Gathered around one of the simulated training exercises used in the ERT Basic 
training are Larry D. Norman, Director of LAVIM; Betsy Tuton; Rev. Bob Deich, 
LAVIM ERT Co-director; Hank Tuton; Becky Ham; Darryl Guy, LAVIM ERT Co¬ 
director; Margaret Guy and Rev. Tom Dungan. 

Emergency response training held 


Two disaster response trainings were 
held by Louisiana Volunteers in Mission at 
the Wesley Center in Woodworth in early 
August. Trainees gathered for ERT Basic 
and “Train the Trainers” (TTT). ERT 
Basic is for those who wish to respond 
immediately after emergency workers have 
completed their task in the wake of a natu¬ 
ral disaster. LAVIM is in charge of dis¬ 
patching teams to help evaluate the needs 
of a community, prevent further damage 
and provide a Christian presence in disaster 
as well as serve as “listener” to those 
affected. Just over 100 volunteers have 
been trained in ERT Basic since December 
of 2007. A new UMCOR TTT training 
will boost that number. After the August 


training TTT’s will now be able to work 
with local churches, districts and other 
organizations to train in local communities 
for ERT Basic. Fourteen newly certified 
trainers are available through the LAVIM 
office to come to churches and train groups 
of 12-14 who will be called upon to 
respond together in the event of future dis¬ 
asters in Louisiana and in other states. 

Even with over 100 trained for ERT 
Basic it has been difficult to dispatch teams 
as they are often needed to depart with 
only a few days or hours notice. It is 
thought with more trained and in groups 
attached to a local church that more will be 
able to respond. The next TTT training 
will be Dec. 4-5, 2009. 



Wesley Ray UMC 

Wesley Ray United Methodist Church 
in Angie is nearing completion with a new 
education building. The structure will 
house an administrative suite, six class¬ 
rooms, a library, achoir room and a state- 


of-the- art multi-purpose room. James A. 
Moses, president of the trustee board, and 
building chair Freddie H. Jefferson antici¬ 
pate the completion of the building to be in 
late September or early October. 


Find resources like these at 
www.rethinkchurch.org 

50 Ideas for $0-$500 

We understand how limited church budgets can be. You might not have much 
money, but you can do more than you might believe. 

You just need some good ideas, energy, and creativity. 

To get you started, we’ve put together some media, inviting, welcoming and 
discipling ideas that require minimal investment for maximum return. 

Sponsor/Host An Event 

Sponsor free summer concerts on the Ichurch lawn 
Sponsor a Friday night fish dinner during ILent 

Print special “Invite a Friend” cards your congregation can use to invite their 
FRANs (Friends, Relatives, Acquaintances, Neighbors) for a special “Friend 
Day” event. 

Host a sermon series that would interest the community 

Offer a special healing service, promoted by placing flyers and posters in 
hospitals, doctors offices, etc. 

Sponsor an expert/speaker to address a topic of interest in your community 
and publicize it with flyers, door hangers, news releases, etc. 

Host a “Spring Kid’s Day.” Let children/youth participate in the worship serv¬ 
ice, (except the sermon). 

Sponsor an auto service day for single moms. 

Sponsor a booth at a fall festival, a local high school or junior high school’s 
spring play program 

Sponsor special services to recognize community servants, such as 
police/firefighters/EMTs, and commemorate Labor Day 

Get The Word Out 

Purchase door hangers to invite people to a special event in your church 

Buy “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” lawn posters for members to 
use at their homes. 

Welcome The Newcomer; Remember Those Absent 

Do a follow up for first time visitors: letter from pastor/phone call/gift basket 

Prepare/purchase “Welcoming Baskets.” When someone moves into the 
neighborhood take them a basket with: church bulletin, list of other churches 
in community, loaf of bread, box of salt to savor your live, candles to light 
your way, word of God Upper Room Disciple, plants, etc. 

Put together care packages for college students especially during mid-term 
and final exams. 

Buy small gifts to have on hand to give them at your Welcome Center 

Create a “prayer wall,” a dedicated area in sanctuary where persons can 
“post” a short, personal prayer for others to read 

Invite members into the sanctuary; ask them to sit in their usual spot. 
Challenge them to make this area their personal mission field. They can 
watch for visitors and be intentional about knowing those around them. 

More ... 

Buy exterior banners with the “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” 
theme 

Purchase “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” door mats for all your 
entrances 

Get “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” bumper stickers for everyone 
in your congregation 

Print up placemats for locally-owned restaurants to use 
Develop a web site for your church 

Print and place promotional flyers about your church in local offices - such as 
real estate agents, professional offices, and restaurants 
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During the 2009 Louisiana Annual Conference in Kenner, a Mission Project was held during which 171 conference delegates helped with the rebuilding of 12 storm- 
damaged New Orleans homes. The mission event also served as a launch for the Rethink Church initiative in the Louisiana Annual Conference. Volunteers, wearing 
special Rethink Church t-shirts, greeted people at a shopping center located across the boulevard from one of the 12 disaster response work sites. The volunteers 
distributed iTune cards that promote www.10thousanddoors.org, a new web site to which the Church is directing persons unaffiliated with the denomination. Rev. 
Greg Cox, right, a member of the church’s General Commission on Communication, addressed the conference to explain the Rethink Church initiative. 


Rethink, from page 1 

awareness of the denomination. It makes 
The United Methodist Church a rarity 
among mainline Protestant denominations 
in its ongoing commitment to public-com¬ 
munications ministry. 

The campaign consists of major media 
and “new media” advertising, supported 
heavily by a dynamic Web presence, and 
myriad opportunities for local-congregation 
involvement. The campaign is designed to 
deliver 95 million media impressions over 
a four-year period. 

“Rethink Church” messages will appear 
in traditional media outlets such as televi¬ 
sion, radio, magazines and billboards. 
Digital media will be a high priority. The 
theme will appear across a range of online 
and other new media outlets, including 
YouTube and iTunes. The campaign will 
employ creative tactics such as dispersing 
messages via cell-phone text messages. 

The campaign will run in the United 
States in year one, a limited scope neces¬ 
sary to ensure quality launch and imple¬ 
mentation. It then will run globally in years 
two through four. 


The advertisements will urge audiences 
to visit a new, dynamic Web site that seeks 
to reframe church as a verb. That Web site 
is www.10thousanddoors.org. It will pro¬ 
vide visitors with the opportunity to 
explore church as a 365-day active experi¬ 
ence, revealing the myriad paths that lead 
to and from Sunday worship - all paths 
that lead seekers into spiritual interaction 
and faith discovery. It will demonstrate 
how United Methodists are engaged in the 
world around us, and invite seekers to par¬ 
ticipate in the United Methodist mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

Key to www.10thousanddoors.org is the 
Find-A-Church feature, which allows visi¬ 
tors to search for a local United Methodist 
congregation and to view that congrega¬ 
tion’s self-created profile. Updateable at 
any time, Find-A-Church profiles feature 
local church program information, calen¬ 
dars, contacts and more. 

The primary audience for the campaign 
is individuals who lack a church life today, 
primarily those 18 to 34 years old. 
Research shows young adults are predis¬ 
posed against mainline denominations. The 


campaign will challenge them to think of 
church, not as a static institution, but as a 
movement of people empowered to trans¬ 
form the world. It will urge them to think 
of church, not as a noun, but as an action 
verb - a movement of people seeking to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ by gathering 
in buildings on Sunday, seeing the world as 
its parish and doing faithful things in it. 

At the same time, the campaign will 
speak to the people in the pews of The 
United Methodist Church. It will call us to 
see our local church in a much broader way 
- not solely as a building in which we wor¬ 
ship, but as a conduit into our communities 
through which we may live out our faith by 
touching people’s lives. As the awareness 
created by the campaign draws seekers to 
congregations, local churches will have an 
opportunity to show, by doing, what 
rethinking church looks like. 

As with its predecessor, Igniting 
Ministry, the Rethink Church initiative 
allows local churches the opportunity to 
apply for matching grants for media fund¬ 
ing. Major changes are happening with 
how those funds will be distributed, 
according to a recent e-communication 


from Jennifer Rodia, director of Igniting 
Ministry. “The matching grant program is 
under new development and beginning in 
2010 the matching grant dollars will be 
reinvested in the church in new ways. . 
.Our new program now in development, 
Rethink Community, will be finalized dur¬ 
ing the month of August and all new infor¬ 
mation will be uploaded our website as 
soon as possible for you to read about the 
exciting possibilities for your church to get 
involved. 

To help more churches take advantage 
of the program during these tough econom¬ 
ic times, the program will be focusing on 
church clusters, districts, and conferences 
that are willing to hold a Rethink Church 
event or a number of single Rethink 
Church events in their area on the same 
day. Monies will be used to purchase 
media and marketing tools to promote 
these planned events. 

As always, media services, planning, 
estimates and placement, are still available 
at no cost to our congregations by calling 
toll free (877) 281-6535 or emailing us at 
RethinkCommunity@umcom.org,” wrote 
Rodia. 


Church marketing strategy offered through www.rethinkchurch.org 


1. Develop a marketing action plan that 
reflects your goals and objectives and pro¬ 
vide an execution strategy. An example: 
Your goal is to offer a six-week, seeker - 
relevant sermon series. Solution: Send out 
mailers one month in advance of the ser¬ 
mon start date. Include the information 
with graphics on your web site; advertise 
the dates on your outside sign; create inter¬ 
nal interest through your e-newsletter; 
insert a promotional flyer in the worship 
bulletin; and add visual interest by decorat¬ 
ing the narthex as well as adding visuals to 
emphasize your sermon. Finally, issue a 
challenge to each congregational member 
including the youth, to bring one person to 
worship. Follow up with each newcomer. 

2. Advertise to millions at no cost to 
your church. The Find-A-Church directory 
(http://fmd-a-church.org) receives approxi¬ 
mately 280,000 hits a month. By updating 
your Find-A-Church profile, you are open¬ 


ing doors to anyone searching for a church 
home. Many churches use Find-A-Church 
as their primary web site and others view it 
as an extension to their church websites 
and direct traffic there 

The newly expanded Find-A-Church 
site allows you to: announce your worship 
schedule; add a picture of your church and 
its people; share a word of welcome; 
answer frequently-asked-questions; include 
an interactive map with driving directions, 
provide seekers with a what- to- expect 
perspective before they visit; and inform 
your visitors of what you offer and how 
you share your gifts. Update your Find-A- 
Church profile at 

http://archives.umc.org/Directory/login.asp 

?mid=222. 

3. Create a Community Profile and 
place it in the church in a highly visible 
area. Ask your congregation to help build 
the profile. Include those who live in your 


community, ages, gender, incomes, etc.; list 
those who serve the community, school 
principals, teachers, merchants, medical 
personnel, fire chief, police personnel, 
chamber of commerce, government offi¬ 
cials), and military personnel; conduct a 
needs assessment survey for your commu¬ 
nity. Watch your congregation’s interest 
and knowledge grow. 

4. Create or refresh your web presence. 
If your church web site exists and does not 
have a welcoming message or an invitation 
to participate targeted to the newcomer, 
you need to revisit your web strategy. 
United Methodist Communications offers 
free online courses that help you build your 
web ministry, visit 
www.training.rethinkchurch.org. 

5. Participate in the Rethink Church 
campaign and create a door to activity in 
your community. 

Sponsor a walk or run for a charity 


selected by your congregation. Plan it so 
that the event begins and ends at the 
church. Celebrate the event by presenting 
the charity a check for the money raised. 
Plant a community garden tended and har¬ 
vested together and share part of the har¬ 
vest with the local food bank. Hold a bas¬ 
ketball tournament and give a portion of 
the proceeds to Nothing But Nets 
Campaign, helping to eradicate Malaria. 
Don’t forget to promote, promote, promote 
your event. 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 
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Louisiana UMW and Dillard University Host 
2009 West Gulf Regional School 


The Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women hosted the West Gulf 
School of Mission on the beautiful campus 
of Dillard University in New Orleans June 
25-28. 

This year’s school had one of its highest 
attendance records and included children’s 
study leaders, musicians and members of 


the Jurisdictional Committee on 
Nominations. 

Participants received gift bags courtesy 
of the Louisiana Conference UMW. Many 
thanks are extended to the ladies of 
Louisiana Conference and especially to 
members of the New Orleans District 


Older Adult Ministry Grants 

The United Methodist Committee on Older Adult Ministries will be 
providing two kinds of grants related to older adult ministry during 
the 2009-2012 quadrennium. The two older adult ministry grants 
available are in the areas of Intergenerational Ministry and 
Caregiving Ministry. 

The grants, part of the Comprehensive Plan for Older Adult Ministries, 
will be available to local United Methodist congregations, districts, annual 
conferences, central conferences, and United Methodist-related 

institutions. 

All grant applications will be reviewed by the 
United Methodist Committee on Older Adult Ministries. 

The committee is also responsible for the selection process. 

The following procedures have been determined by the committee: 

Intergenerational Ministry with older adults: 

DAugust 2009 - Applications available, both in print form and on our website 
□ January 15, 2010- Submission deadline 
O Fall 2010- Grant funds are awarded 
Caregiving Ministry with older adults: 

DAugust 2010 - Applications available, both in print form and on our website 
□ January 15, 2011 - Submission deadline 
UFall 2011 - Grant funds are awarded 

To receive your Older Adult Ministry Grant application form with 
procedures and criteria, contact the Center on Aging & Older Adult 
Ministries, GBOD, P.O. Box 340003, Nashville, TN 37203-0003 or 
call (615) 340-7177 or (877)-899-2780, ext. 7177 or email 
tkline@gbod.org 

Visit the website at www.aging-umc.org 


Join Bishop William Hutchinson 

and the Louisiana Annual Conference 

for The Oberammergau Passion Play 2010 
in Bavaria, Germany 
as part of a 9-day European Adventure 
(departs Aug. 24, 2010) 

Watch the passion of Jesus in moving and stirring music. 
Take part in this 370-year old tradition staged in the breath 
taking beauty of the Alps. 

Visit huge abbeys and grand churches in the fellowship with 
other Christian travelers. 

Travel to Germany, Austria and Italy, with options for trip 
extensions in Italy, Switzerland and Vienna/Prague. 

For more information contact Rev. Don Cottrill or 
Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646 

Register online via credit card or check at www.eo.trav- 
elwithus.com 


Mt. Sequoyah Training Opportunities 

Intentional Interim Ministry Training 

A three-phase training program and will be held at Mount Sequoyah. Phase I will 
be Sept. 15-18. Phase III will be scheduled in 2010 and Phase II is a five-month 
period of work in one’s home parish under a mentor’s guidance. The training will 
be conducted by Dr. Jan Hill from the Intentional Growth Center. For program 
information contact Dr. Hill atjanill@lntentionalGrowthCenter.org, (800) 482-1442 
or (910) 382-2535. 

For meals and lodging contact Mount Sequoyah registration@mountsequoyah.org 
or call (800) 760-8126. 

Clergywomen’s Gathering 

“Living in Balance: Recapturing Our Creativity”, Clergywomen’s Gathering, Oct. 5- 
7 at Mount Sequoyah Conference Center. All women in vocational ministry in the 
United Methodist Church as well as our clergy sisters from other denominations 
are invited to attend. 

How do we live in balance when we are pulled in many directions? The first of 
three planned clergywomen’s gatherings will focus on recapturing our creativity as 
well as offering a time of renewal, learning and fellowship with other women in min¬ 
istry. The keynote speaker will be Rev. Yolanda Villa, District Superintendent of the 
Heartland Central District, Missouri Conference. 

The gathering will include small group workshops on “Living the Story”, “Soul 
Strings”, “Self- Exploration through Mask Making”, “The Art of Eating Mindfully” and 
“Discernment”. These workshops are designed to spark our creative spirits and 
renew us for the work of ministry within the greater context of “living in balance”. 
CEU’s will be available. Contact: Rev. Kim Ross at (800) 760-8126 or 
spiritualdirector@mountsequoyah.org 

Leaves of Gold 

Dr. Rev. James W. “Jim” Moore, acclaimed pastor, speaker and bestselling author, 
will be preaching at Leaves of Gold, Oct. 19-22. Dr. Moore served as senior pastor 
of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Houston for 22 years and has written over 
40 books. He retired in 2006 and currently is serving as Minister in Residence at 
Highland Park United Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas. Alicia Opoku from Saint 
Paul United Methodist Church in Lincoln, Neb. will be leading worship. 

Autumn Time 

Rev. Dr. Clayton Oliphint, senior pastor of First United Methodist Church in 
Richardson, Tex., a church of 6,000, will be preaching at Autumn Time, Oct. 26-29. 
Dr. Oliphint began his ministry as pastor of a three-church circuit in Kansas in 1983 
and later served at Lovers Lane UMC in Dallas, First UMC in The Colony, and First 
UMC, Duncanville until being appointed to Richardson. He received a B.A. in 
History and Religion from Austin College, a M.Div. Degree and a D. Min. Degree 
from Perkins School of Theology, SMU. He serves on the boards of several institu¬ 
tions in the state of Texas and is active on several boards in the North Texas 
Conference. Rev. Fred Trevino will be leading worship. 

In addition to worship, music and preaching, there will be Bible study, classes, 
workshops and an off-site tour. Check the website for more information. 

Sequoyah Singles 2009 

Join us Nov. 6-8 at Mount Sequoyah Conference Center in beautiful Fayetteville, 
Ark. for a weekend of focusing on God, and focusing on how God works in us and 
through us to bring the message of the Gospel to the world. Keynote speaker Dave 
Edwards and musical guest Danny Oertli will share their messages through spoken 
word and song. 

Workshops will focus on the needs of the single adult and our single adult min¬ 
istries - how can we become better Christians, and how can we better serve our 
single adults in our ministries and in our communities? Worship services will allow 
you to focus on the beauty of the Lord’s world and the beauty of his love and grace 
for all of us. Social activities will allow us to connect and share our experiences 
with one another, and we will all take home new friends, new ideas, and a new¬ 
found focus - a focus on the Word. What are you waiting for? JUST FOCUS! 
www.sequoyahsingles.org. 

Leading the Small Church 

The Small Church Leadership Institute, Nov. 15-19, is offering a program designed 
to equip laity and pastors with the knowledge and skills to lead their small atten¬ 
dance church to a higher level of health and vitality. 

Authorities presenting on small church transformation will be Dr. Jeff Patton 
(author of “If It Could Happen Here”), Dr. Russell Cephas, Rod Hocott, Cecilia 
Kelly, Bill Junk, Janice Meese, Judy Benson and Bishop Max Whitfield. 

On Nov. 19-21, District Superintendents will be offered 48 hours with Dr. Gil 
Rendle in conversation about “The Small Attendance Church.” 
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All 3 Events Held at the Wesley Center, 

A Center for Spiritual Renewal in Woodworth 


At least there is hope for a tree: 

If it is cut down, it will sprout again, 
and its new shoots will not fail. Job 14:7 



Fal ComcaHon 

A Celebration of Fun 

Fe«owshi|h and Worship 

September 12 th , 2009 

10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

$25.00 Per Person 
DEADLINE Noon September 7*^, 20{t9, 



November 6 th -- 8 th , 2009 

Only Oiks fetai - Be Sure I® Hs(|i§ter Usofly 

$ 85.00 Per Person 

Deadline: - Noon, November 2 nd , 2009 



# 1 February 19 th - 21 st , 2010 

or 

# 2 February 26 th - 28 th , 2010 

Event Fee: $ 85.00 per person 

Deadline for BOTH events: Noon, February 15 th , 2010 


United Methodist Association, PS Card 
Join to Cut Prescription Costs 


VANDALIA, Ohio - Consumers hit 
hard by the recession can cut their prescrip¬ 
tion costs by using the PS Card, a free pre¬ 
scription discount card available from The 
United Methodist Association of Health 
and Welfare Ministries. 

Millions of the cards are now available 
through the association’s members and 
United Methodist churches across the 
United States, said the Rev. Dr. Mearle 
Griffith, chief executive of the association. 

“Partnering with PS Card to help 
America’s uninsured is in line with our 
Christian mission,” Griffith said in 
announcing the cooperative arrangement 
with Santa Barbara-based PS Card. The 
association serves nearly 400 United 
Methodist-related health and human serv¬ 
ice agencies across the United States, 
Together, they serve more than 32 million 
people annually. 

“With the United Methodist 
Association, we have found a great partner 
in our effort to reach Americans needing 
help paying the high cost of prescription 


drugs,” said James Robbins, co-founder 
and chief executive officer of PS Card. 

Robbins estimates PS Cards are already 
saving consumers $10 million a year. PS 
Card is able to offer discounts on FDA- 
approved drugs through its bulk purchasing 
agreements with pharmaceutical compa¬ 
nies. Consumers may also obtain items 
such as diabetic supplies at a discount with 
the card. 

PS Card allows individuals with no pre¬ 
scription drug insurance to enjoy pricing 
discounts usually available only to persons 
with a prescription drug insurance benefit. 
The discounted drugs are available at 
56,000 pharmacies across the U.S. There is 
no co-pay or fee involved. 

The free PS Cards are available through 
the United Methodist Association at 
www.umassociation.org, or from PS Card 
online at www.pscard.com/refs/uma. 
Personalized plastic cards are also avail¬ 
able. Persons without Internet access can 
obtain the cards by calling 1-877-716- 
4457. 


Lutherans and United Methodists 
join in full communion 


Celebrating with a Charles Wesley 
hymn, the largest Lutheran body in the 
United States entered into full communion 
with The United Methodist Church. 

Delegates to the churchwide assembly 
of the 4.7 million-member Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America sang “O, For 
a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Aug. 20 after 
voting 958-51 in support of the historic 


agreement. 

After the vote, Presiding Bishop Mark 
Hanson hugged Bishop Gregory Palmer, 
president of the United Methodist Council 
of Bishops, and thanked all who had 
labored in dialogue between the religious 
traditions founded by towering figures in 
Christian history - Martin Luther and John 
Wesley. 


Economy causes 
tightening of 
conference budgets 

The recession cast a shadow over 
United Methodist annual conference ses¬ 
sions in May and June. 

At least 35 of the 62 U.S. annual con¬ 
ferences reported financial deficits, which 
resulted in flat or decreased budgets, 
frozen salaries, reduced insurance benefits 
and decreased apportionment payments. 

The recent bankruptcies of Chrysler and 
General Motors, for example, as well as 
Michigan’s high unemployment, led to 
decreased giving to churches in the Detroit 
Conference. The conference was unable to 
pay 100 percent of its apportionments to 
the general church for the first time in 
eight years. 

United Methodists used the economic 
situation as a stimulus for action and sever¬ 
al annual conferences celebrated 100 per¬ 
cent payment of apportionments for 
churchwide ministries. 

“God has called us to claim every child 
for God’s Kingdom,” said Tennessee 
Conference Bishop Richard J. Wills. 
“Times are tough. We could rest on our 
laurels, but that will ultimately lead to 
decline. Local churches and individuals 
need to step forward a little more.” 


RETH\M.EVANGEUSM 

A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 



Dr. Tony Campolo, professor emeritus at Eastern Uni¬ 
versity, is the founder of the Evangelical Association for 
the Promotion of Education, an organization that devel¬ 
ops schools and social programs in various third world 
countries and in cities across North America. He is the 
author of 35 books, his latest three being, "Letters to a 
Young Evangelical," "The God of Intimacy and Action" 
and his most recent release is "Red Letter Christians, A 
Citizen’s Guide to Faith and Politics." 




Sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Conference 
Conference Board of Discipleship 
Conference Board of Laity 
Conference Ministry Team 


What if we began to RETHINK: EVANGELISM? 

What if we understood that evangelism begins with listening? What if 
we began to rethink evangelism as a way of life rather than a specific set 
of practices? What if we understood evangelism to be anything we do 
to help another person move closer to a relationship with God? 

Dr. Tony Campolo will help us begin to rethink evangelism. With humor, 
wisdom, and experience Dr. Campolo will energize and equip you for 
effective mission and help you share your faith with others. 


RETHINK: EVANGELISM: 

Dr. Tony Campolo, Keynote Speaker 
Saturday, November 14,2009 
The Alexandria Riverfront Center 
9:ooa.m .-3:00p.m. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Before September 15: $20 

After September 13: $25 

At the door: $30 

Lunch is included w/th reg/strut/on. 

You may reg'/ster online: www.rethinkevangeiism.org 
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Pastor gives 
churches ideas for 
supporting troops 

When the Rev. LeNoir Culbertson was 
appointed pastor of Madison Street United 
Methodist Church, just a few miles from 
Fort Campbell, Ky., she thought churches 
probably needed to have special programs 
for military families. 

Up to one third of the 600 active mem¬ 
bers of her Clarksville, Tenn., congrega¬ 
tion, near the home to the 101st Airborne 
Division, are related to the military. 

But, Culbertson said, “I was told repeat¬ 
edly, ‘We don’t want to be treated like mil¬ 
itary.’” 

What she discovered was that many 
needs of a military family with a deployed 
member are similar to the needs of single 
parents. Providing child care for church 
programs, such as a Bible study or prayer 
groups, was important. 

Kerry Mays, whose husband, Bryce, is 
deployed to Iraq with a medic unit, said 
that unlike single parents, military families 
often don’t have time to arrange for child 
care or other help. “My husband deployed 
in May, and we found out in April that he 
was leaving,” she said. 

For parents with young children, child 
care is one of the most helpful services that 
a church could offer. “With your church 
family, you don’t have to worry that some¬ 
one will use profanity, or say something 
you don’t want one of your children to 
hear,” Mays explained. 

“Support groups are a wonderful idea, 
too,” she added. “You have a spouse you 
don’t know if you’ll see again, and you 
need someone to talk to, some type of sys¬ 
tem for moral support.” 

Chaplain Lt. Col. Scott Weichl, behav¬ 
ioral health program manager at the U.S. 
Army Center for Health Promotion and 
Preventive Medicine, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Md., said he worries about the 
Reserve and National Guard soldiers who 
return to their communities after deploy¬ 
ment and do not necessarily have support 
services available to active duty military. 

“I think the churches could make a 
tremendous impact on Army Guard and 
Reserve soldiers,” Weichl added. “There is 
a wonderful opportunity for churches to 
partner with other organizations or the mil¬ 
itary to be able to do good.” 

Churches need to find out what needs 
military families have, said the Rev. Ron 
Lowery, the new superintendent for the 
Clarksville district. He hopes to set up 
zones based on the episcopal structure of 
the church so that there is a church to serve 
as a resource center about every 20 miles. 

At Madison Street, many military fami¬ 
lies don’t want to be on prayer lists 
because they don’t want to advertise that a 
woman and children are living alone, 
Culbertson said. 

But other types of lists come in handy. 
“We keep current a referral list of reliable 
... electricians, plumbers, carpenters, and 
mechanics, since people come into town 
and don’t know anyone,” she said. 

On the spiritual side, “We try to offer 
programs and liturgy that are supportive of 
the military.” 


Use ‘Rethink Church’ messages at every level of ministry 


Find ways to express the Rethink 
Church message that church is 
‘more than a building’ when creating 
church banners or t-shirts. The shirt 
pictured right is worn by members 
of the youth group from University 
UMC in Baton Rouge. Remember 
than each September, United 
Methodist Communications works 
to encourage congregations to cele¬ 
brate United Methodist Open House 
Month.This special time coordinates 
with the national back-to-school 
advetising messages. 

Make it a year-round state of mind. 
Hosting outreach events, worship, 
festivals or making other efforts to 
welcome those in your community 
present perfect opportunities to 
intentionally recognize Christ in 
everyone - and to remember that 
guests may look for Christ in us. 
Your welcoming outreach may start 
with an Open House in September 
then carry into the holidays as hay 
rides with hot cider, appear during 
winter as a chili night, celebrate 
spring with an Easter egg hunt, then 
a mid-summer barbeque. 



Have Your Savings Bonds Matured? 

Put Them to Work with a Charitable Gift Annuity! 



Americans are holding billions of dollars’ worth 
of savings bonds that have matured, which means 
they are no longer earning interest! That’s like 
giving an interest-free loan to the government. 

Why not cut out Uncle Sam and do some good 
with them? 

Use them to establish a Charitable Gift Annuity 
to give yourself a lifetime income now and 
to support your church later. 

Charitable Gift Annuities are just one of 
many options to put your matured savings 
bonds to work for you and your faith. 


Call us to find out more! 

(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

'"Where Faith and Money Come Together'’ 





































For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the 
UM Disaster 
Recovery Center 
at (225) 346-5193 
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Cambodian Consultation slated 


The vibrant and successful inter- 
Methodist mission in Cambodia is the 
focus of a consultation set for Sept. 17-19 
in Metairie, Louisiana. 

Traveling to Louisiana for the event are 
Dr. Romy del Rosario, Cambodia Country 
Director; Rev. Sway Youtharoat, with the 


Cambodia Methodist Bible School; mis¬ 
sionaries Esther Gitobu, Clara Biswas and 
Irene Maparutsa; Jim Gully, GBGM coor¬ 
dinator; and others. 

Rev. Ann Sutton, chair of the Louisiana 
Cambodia Initiative, said, “We are honored 
to host this international event in our con- 
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for Sept. 17-19 

ference. It is has been our privilege to join 
in this ministry in Cambodia and to host 
those who share this passion and know that 
our work in New Orleans will impact the 
life of the church in Phnom Penh. This is 

See Cambodia, page 7 


Stamping Out HIV/AIDS 



Rev. Derrick Hills, pastor of St. Mark's UMC in Baton Rouge, takes the HIV/AIDS test during the Aug. 29 HIV/AIDS test¬ 
ing program sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Conference. The initiative used Baton Rouge for the pilot program, 
where local churches participated as testing sites. Local pastors of each church were the first in line to be tested. Rev. 
Hills is shown with Chandria Collins, Metro Health employee. 

Louisiana Conference spearheads HIV/AIDS testing program 


Spearheaded by the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, a free HIV/AIDS testing 
program was held in churches throughout 
Baton Rouge on Aug. 29. Part of an ecu¬ 
menical initiative, this pilot event is the 
first in a series of programs aimed at 
bringing awareness to the HIV/AIDS 
problem in Louisiana. 

“Baton Rouge is ranked third in the 
nation for new cases and New Orleans is 
second. Through this pilot, we were able 
to offer free HIV/AIDS testing to the 
public as well as offering counseling and 
educational materials,” said Margaret 


Johnson, member of the Conference 
Vision Team. 

One of the four areas of ministry 
focus for The United Methodist Church, 
the Global Health Initiative aims to elimi¬ 
nate diseases of poverty such as malaria, 
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. “The 
Conference Vision Team decided to spon¬ 
sor the testing program in light of this 
church wide focus, and the fact that 
Louisiana is ranked eighth among states 
in number of cases of HIV/AIDS,” said 
Johnson. 

Experts speculate that multiple factors 


may contribute to the higher rate of cases 
throughout Southern states, including 
access to health services, poverty and 
stigma. In addition, the presence of other 
STDs increases the likelihood of HIV 
transmission. “Louisiana is ranked num¬ 
ber one in the nation on cases of syphilis, 
and number one in congenital syphilis,” 
added Johnson. 

The pilot program used seven church¬ 
es as testing sites. The minister of each 
church was the first one in line to get 

See Testing, page i 
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To Rethink, or not to Rethink 


Rev. Juan Huertas writes the follow¬ 
ing guest column on the Rethink Church 
initiative. Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson s regular column, On the 
Journey, returns in the Sept 25 edition 
of the Louisiana Now! 

Rethinking church . . . rethinking 
means to reconsider, to ponder anew, to 
give it another shot. Obviously some¬ 
thing is not going well if we have to 
rethink it. Something is not working, or 
our expectations are not being met. To 
rethink means that a new direction is 
needed. . . that the previous direction of 
travel is not taking us where we need to 
go. 

In United Methodism, we need some 
rethinking, indeed. Our denomination is 
shrinking in the United States. Most of 
our churches are in decline, and we are 
loosing our connections with a new 
generation. All of these, and many oth¬ 
ers, are reasons to reconsider, to rethink. 

I am not sure that we really need to 
rethink “church.” The opening page of 
our Rethink church campaign asks the 
question, “What if church were a verb? 
What would it look like?” 

I am immediately taken to the sec¬ 
ond chapter of Acts: “Awe came upon 
everyone, because many wonders and 
signs were being done by the apostles. 
All who believed were together and had 
all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distrib¬ 
ute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and 
having the goodwill of the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.” 
(Acts 2:43-47, NRSV) 

The church is already a verb; it is the 
active catalyst of God’s spirit in the 
world. It is the outward-focused and 
spirit-driven community of the bap¬ 
tized. We as people of God know what 
we need to look like. And we know that 
what we look like at this point does not 
match the model set out for us. 

We do not need to rethink but to 
confess. To confess that at times we 
have become inwardly focused, self- 
centered, and resistant to the movement 
of the spirit in our midst. We must also 
confess that we have, at times, hoarded 
the Good News and been afraid to share 
it. 

Our world is changing and it is time 
to reclaim the power of the gospel for 
this generation. We need to live out our 
Wesleyan tradition and be willing to go 
in the fields, in the prisons, to the 


needy, to those 
who need educa¬ 
tion, to those who 
need an advocate; 
we need to go 
where people are! 

Look around. 
Ask yourself, who 
are your neighbors, 
who is your com¬ 
munity? In my set¬ 
ting, over 70% of 
the people are 
under the age of 45. How are we going 
to minister to them . . . how are we 
going to BE “church” to them? 

We are going to meet them in 
friend’s homes, in the comer grocery, at 
the high school football games, and at 
the beauty shop across the street. Once 
we meet them we have found that the 
easiest way to stay in touch is through 
Facebook, texting, and their workplace. 
We have to go to them! 

I have found that this younger gener¬ 
ation loves to come together for fun, 
fellowship and sharing. They are always 
more open to gatherings in someone’s 
home. We get there and eat, drink, talk, 
share and on many occasions, I find 
myself sharing the story of faith, time 
after time. Sometimes I am even sur¬ 
prised at how many conversations, how 
many stories, how many non-spoken 
prayers, how many Nicodemus’ I have 
encountered in these gatherings of 
young adults. 

I am constantly reminded that Jesus 
called us to “go,” “proclaim,” “wit¬ 
ness.” Jesus did not call us to stay 
behind closed doors, hide, keep quiet. 

In the midst of a changing world, my 
church has an amazing opportunity to 
live out its calling to be agents in the 
transformation of the world. This has 
been done in different ways at different 
times. At its core, the task is the same 
and the church is the answer. Each day 
as I drive to the church I look around 
and wonder how we can continue to 
gather those in our community. Each 
day, God surprises me and gives me 
opportunities to share the Good News. 

It is humbling that after 2,000 years, the 
Good News continues to find its way 
into the lives of those who need it most. 
We do not need to rethink it... we just 
need to be it! 

Juan Huertas pastors Squyres UMC 
in Ragley. He blogs, twitters, facebooks, 
and spends most of his time hanging 
around anywhere in his community 
where he can meet new people. You can 
read his adventures at www.spiritstir- 
rer.com. 



Rev. Juan 
Huertas 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 



Revs. Lyndle Bullard, Nancy Wofford and Joseph Awotwi are pictured at an Order 
of Elders retreat. 


Order of Elders retreat set for Oct. 20-21 


Everyone needs time away to rest and 
recharge. During the 2009 Order of Elders 
retreat, the time to connect and reconnect 
with sisters and brothers called to ordained 
ministry will be provided. This year, those 
persons within the Order of Elder are invit¬ 
ed to become apart of a unique experience 
of reflection and community-building as 
we examine the question, “How is it with 
your soul?” 

The retreat is slated for Oct. 20-21 at 
The Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

The 2009 Order of Elders retreat will 
again be an Open Space conference. Open 
Space is not just a process or technique; it 


is a different way of thinking, seeing, and 
being together. During this time together, 
there will be no keynote speakers, no pre¬ 
announced schedules of workshops, no 
panel discussions, no organizational 
booths. Instead, participants are a part of 
creating their own conference. 

You don’t want to miss this opportunity 
to relax, recharge, and renew your spirit. 
Register online now at www.la-elders.org/ 
Members in full connection and residents 
in ministry are invited to attend. Child care 
will be provided. If interested, please con¬ 
tact Maria Ardoin of Horseshoe Drive 
UMC at (318) 442-1984. 


Confidential Counseling Grants Available 


Clergy of the Louisiana conference 
and/or their immediate family members are 
eligible for confidential counseling grants 
up to $300 per request. 

To obtain a grant, send a written request 
to the CBOM Care and Nurture Chair, Rev. 
Dr. Theresa McConnell at 228 Dogwood 
Road, Shreveport, LA 71105-3110. She 
may be reached by cell phone at (318) 820- 
0546. 

Include the name, address, and creden¬ 
tials (the letters behind the name) of the 
licensed mental health professional for 


whom you are requesting payment. 
Payment is made directly to the provider. 
Included the detailed address to which you, 
the applicant, want your letter of confirma¬ 
tion sent. Please specify in your letter of 
request to the CBOM Care & Nurture 
Chair to help the process go smoothly. 

If the applicant has not received a 
response from the CBOM Care and 
Nurture Chair within 10 days of making 
application, please contact the CBOM Care 
and Nurture Chair to make sure the request 
was received. 
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Brooke Dynes, a member of Jefferson United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, displays a church brochure she designed to promote Women’s Ministry in her 
church. On the cover of the brochure, Dynes used the image of one of the doors pictured in the “Doors of the Louisiana Annual Conference” poster recently pro¬ 
duced by the Conference Communications Department. 

Jefferson UMC uses ‘open doors’ in church marketing 


Brooke Dynes, a member of Jefferson 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
displays a church brochure she designed to 
promote Women’s Ministry in her church. 
On the cover of the brochure, Dynes used 
the image of one of the doors pictured in 
the “Doors of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference” poster recently produced by 
the Conference Communications 
Department at Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson’s request. Proceeds from sales 
of the poster are being used to fund new 
church starts. 

“I’m very big on using the door image, 
keeping with our denominational slogan of 
‘Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.’ 
Local churches should not only be talking 
it, but we should display ‘open doors’ in 

Answering the call to 

A collection of personal stories about 
the call to ordained ministry, Beyond the 
Burning Bush: Hearing and Answering 
God’s Call, is meant to help young people 
who are exploring God’s call to discern 
their own response and vocation. 

“The idea for a book that collected the 
personal stories of elders, deacons, semi¬ 
narians, chaplains, campus ministers, and 
college students grew out of EXPLO¬ 
RATION 2006, when many young people 
at the event talked about how important 
hearing the personal stories of the speakers 
had been,” said the Rev. Meg Lassiat, 
director of Student Ministries, Vocation, 
and Enlistment at the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry. “I am 
pleased that this new book will be available 
at EXPLORATION 2009.” 

Lassiat and the Rev. Sharon Rubey, 
GBHEM’s director of Candidacy and 
Conference Relations edited the book with 
Vicki Brown, associate editor and writer in 


our marketing strategies,” said Dynes, who 
is using a different door image from the 
poster for each church ministry. 

“I’m choosing a brightly colored door 
for Children’s Ministry and a more mascu¬ 
line one for Men’s Ministry. Once all the 
brochures are finished, I’ll display them in 
the Fellowship Hall on a table underneath 
the hanging poster,” she added. 

Dynes claimed that the brochures were 
relatively easy to produce. “I used Adobe 
Illustrator and Photoshop as my software. 
Betty Backstrom sent me a digital file of 
the door images. I printed this brochure on 
nice paper on the color laser jet printer in 
our office, cut the edges, and folded the 
brochures. It was easier than I imagined.” 

Jefferson UMC has instituted many out- 


GBHEM’s Office of Interpretation. 

“Young people often wonder if God’s 
call must be a “burning bush experience,” 
or a clear call like that of Samuel. These 
stories make it clear that God calls us to 
ordained ministry in many and varied 
ways,” Rubey said. 

The book contains 28 stories from 
diverse comers of The United Methodist 
Church, along with a foreword by Bishop 
Minerva G. Carcano which tells her own 
call story. In addition, there is helpful infor¬ 
mation about how to respond to God’s call 
through The United Methodist Church. 

“The stories in this book come 
from leaders who could be investing their 
lives in a multitude of arenas, but have 
chosen the church,” said Lovett H. Weems, 
Jr., distinguished professor of Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological 
Seminary and co-author with Ann A. 
Michel of The Crisis of Younger Clergy 
(Abingdon, 2008). 


reach programs and events that embody the 
Rethink Church concept of bringing church 
“outside” the sanctuary doors. “We have 
regular ‘couples nights’ which can involve 
going out to eat, playing laser tag, watching 
movies. It’s a chance for people to get 
together for fellowship and to support each 
other,” said Dynes, who is also spearhead¬ 
ing a district-wide “day at the zoo.” 

Methodist Day ’09, which will be held 
at the Baton Rouge Zoo, is a collaborative 
event with First UMC in Gonzales and 
Ingleside, Broadmoor, Neeley, First and 
Jefferson UMCs, all located in Baton 
Rouge. Slated Oct. 4 from 12-5 p.m., 
United Methodists will be in full force at 
the zoo, fellowshipping and having a public 
presence. “At least 100 members of our 


Myron F. McCoy, president of Saint 
Paul School of Theology, in Kansas City, 
Mo., said the book is a wonderful compila¬ 
tion of distinct, contemporary, compelling, 
and convicting stories. 

“In light of all we hear about the declin¬ 
ing influence of the church and its relevan¬ 
cy for this generation, and even the disin¬ 
terest of younger generations, one will no 
doubt receive a fresh dose of overflowing 
encouragement in the reading these pages. 
One may even discover a renewed or new 
confidence to participate in the creative, 
redemptive and eternal “new thing” God is 
ever doing,” McCoy said. 

Published by GBHEM, Beyond the 
Burning Bush: Hearing and Answering 
God’s Call, ISBN 978-0-938162-81-0 is 
available for $14.95 through Cokesbury at 
1-800-672-1789 or online at www.cokes- 
bury.com. 


church plan to participate. We’ll encourage 
them to invite friends and neighbors to join 
them, and I know the other collaborating 
churches are promoting attendance, as well. 
We will be giving out special balloons and 
United Methodists will be stationed in the 
zoo pavilion to greet people,” said Dynes. 

If this year’s event is successful, she 
hopes it will be repeated next fall. “I’m 
hoping we’ll expand by providing music 
and possibly refreshments. I think this 
event is exciting because it is ‘Rethink 
Church’ in its purest form. . . to gather out¬ 
side sanctuary walls, in nature, seeing 
God’s creatures, being in fellowship with 
each other.” 



ministry book, ‘Beyond the Burning Bush,’ available for pre-orders 
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First UMC - BR offers book on church history 


“A Cross at River’s 
Edge” is an account of 
the history of First 
United Methodist 
Church in Baton 
Rouge. Authored by Dr. 
Ronald Gray, the book 
includes 12 original oil 
paintings by Ruth 
Riner; synopses of 
important historical 
moments by Susan 
Redding Emel; and full- 
color photographs of 
the present-day church 
and its activities. 

The book spans the 
church’s history begin¬ 
ning in 1834, with an 
initial membership of 
about 50 in 1835. 

The book is available 
for purchase ($40) by 
calling the church at 
(225) 383-4777. 



Noel UMC presents bibles to third graders 



Noel United Methodist Church in Shreveport recently presented Bibles to the 
third graders of the church during both the traditional and contemporary worship 
services. Rev. Flint Shea, pastor of Noel UMC, is shown in the pictures from both 
services. Rev. Shea also congratulated and thanked Lane Sartor, member of Noel 
UMC, for 50 years of service teaching Sunday school. Members of Noel UMC 
enjoyed food, fun, and fellowship at their recent “Let’s Get Back to Faith” cele¬ 
bration. 



Mallalieu UMC children and youth prepare for school year 


Mallalieu United Methodist Church 
recently hosted a successful Vacation Bible 
School which doubled as an outreach to 
neighborhood children and youth who do 
not attend the church, and who are un¬ 
churched. 

On Aug. 16, at summer’s end, the 
church distributed school supplies to the 
members of Mallalieu UMC and visitors as 
they prepared to return to school. Each 
child received two bags of supplies in an 
“Office Depot” bag, reminding them of the 
importance of both business skills and 


organization. This was the key point of that 
day’s children’s sermon. 

Throughout the summer, the church 
hosted adult programs, vibrant worship and 
Children’s Church. 

Rev. Eugene Hebert, pastor of Mallalieu 
UMC, said, “It is truly a wondrous thing 
when we move from the reading and pro¬ 
claiming of the Word to the embodiment of 
the Word. In small acts of kindness and 
huge acts of generosity, we are called to 
live the Word we hear.” 



McNeese Wesley Foundation 

The Administrative Board of The 
Wesley Foundation at McNeese is host¬ 
ing a golf tournament for men and 
women on Oct. 5 at the Lake Charles 
Country Club to benefit the ministries of 
the Foundation. 

The cost is $100 for individual entry 


hosts Oct. 5 golf tournament 

and $400 for a foursome. Registration, a 
barbeque and check in is at 11 a.m. A 
shotgun start is at 1 p.m. Registration 
forms are available at the Wesley 
Foundation, (337) 477-2191. For more 
details regarding the day’s events, call 
Chairman Bill Stanton at (337) 477-0422. 


Northwood UMC overcomes adversity 


In April of this year, Northwood 
United Methodist Church in Lafayette 
suffered a devastating fire. The church 
lost its sanctuary, classrooms and offices. 
Remaining are two rooms and a kitchen. 
“A great kitchen, I might add,” said Rev. 
Ann Sutton, pastor. 

Rev. Sutton forwarded to the 


Louisiana Now! the above picture, taken 
by her son. “We are using this picture and 
the slogan written below on our bulletin 
and newsletter. It’s a nice turn on our 
United Methodist slogan - ‘Open hearts, 
open minds, open doors,”’ said Sutton. 

“Open doors, open windows, open 
walls - It’s all about the possibilities.” 
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First UMC - Franklin sends food to marines 


First United Methodist Church of Franklin recently collected boxes of Crunch & 
Munch and Fiddle Faddle to send to U.S. Marines deployed to Afghanistan. 
Pictured above holding a box of the treats is Rev. Sue Pugh, pastor of First UMC. 



Theological education is a sacred journey, an inward journey of 
discovery and an outward journey of leadership and action. 

Women and men from more than 20 different denominations are 
choosing Phillips Theological Seminary as their sacred path of 
learning for faithfulness and service. They take courses online or 
on campus toward a variety of degree and certificate programs. 

Join us at PTS to begin your journey today. Call Linda Ford at 
918.270.6463 or visit www.ptstulsa.edu for more information. 


Following Jesus, Engaging the World 
Phillips Theological Seminary 


901 North Mingo Road 
1-800-843-4675 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 74116 
www.ptstulsa.edu 



Representatives from United Methodist churches from throughout the Louisiana 
Conference, top, attended a mentor training for Kids Hope on Aug. 29. Members 
of First UMC in LaPlace are shown playing educational games which can be used 
while mentoring in public schools. 


Methodists give HOPE to underserved children 


Southern Louisiana Kids Hope USA’s 
kick off event was held Aug. 29 at The 
Chapel on the Campus and co-sponsored 
by University United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge. United Methodist churches 
participating in the training included Neely 
UMC in Baton Rouge; First UMC in 
LaPlace; Loranger UMC; First UMC in 
Hammond; First UMC in Baton Rouge. 

The event featured new mentor training 


plus workshops on reading tips, math 
skills, social and emotional skills and 
games for learning. 

Virgil Gulker, founder of KHUSA, led 
a workshop on the power of prayer for 
children, mentors, churches and schools. 
Volunteers for Kid’s Hope serve as mentors 
to underserved children in the public 
school system. 


Grayson UMC men announce scholarships 


For a number of years, graduating sen¬ 
iors with family and/or membership con¬ 
nections to Grayson United Methodist 
Church have been eligible to receive col¬ 
lege scholarships provided by local United 
Methodist Men. Each scholarship has been 
for $1,000. 

This year, the scholarships went to 
three seniors who graduated from high 
schools outside Caldwell Parish, and even 
outside Louisiana. The recipients were 
Christopher James Hall, Emily Harrelson, 
and Mallory McCarty. 

Hall, the grandson of Mildred and 
Mason Hall, who are members of Grayson 
UMC, graduated from Republic High 
School in Republic, Missouri. He plans to 
attend Missouri State University. His par¬ 


ents are Pam and James Hall. 

Harrelson, a member of Grayson UMC, 
graduated from the Louisiana School for 
Math, Science, and the Arts, located on the 
campus of Northwestern State University 
in Natchitoches. She plans to attend the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Her 
parents are Marion and David Harrelson, 
also members of Grayson UMC. 

McCarty graduated from LaSalle High 
School in Olla and earned the rank of co¬ 
valedictorian of her class. She plans to 
attend the University of Louisiana at 
Monroe and major in Clinical Laboratory 
Science. Like her parents, Herman and 
Lori McCarty, Mallory is a member of 
Grayson UMC. 
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Developing the future of the United Methodist Church Exploration 2009 registration deadline set for Sept. 30 


At the 2008 General Conference a reso¬ 
lution was passed to affirm the imperative 
for the entire organization of the United 
Methodist church to advance the work of 
Christian Education. In the Louisiana 
Annual conference this work continues 
through the focus group of Developing 
Principled Christian Leaders, through the 
work of the Board of Ordained Ministry 
and its various divisions, and through our 
Campus Ministries and Wesley 
Foundations. But nowhere is this work, 
and its importance, made more visible than 
in our local churches. Christian education 
and formation is for the entire church. 

How is your local church developing the 
future of the United Methodist church 
through your educational programs? 

While Sunday school has been one of 
the foundational areas of Christian 
Education, the traditional teaching time and 
perhaps the format of this type of program 
has fallen on difficult times. Not all teach¬ 
ing has to take place on Sunday, and it cer¬ 
tainly doesn’t have to look like school. 

And we are discovering it may not even 
have to take place at a church. What is 
your local church doing to engage every¬ 
one, of all ages, in some type of formation- 
al material? In a world that works and runs 


Washington, DC: In 2008, the Nothing 
But Nets campaign eclipsed its ambitious 
fund-raising goals and raised more than $7 
million from some 40,000 individual 
donors. The 2008 annual report issued by 
the United Nations Foundation, creator of 
the grassroots campaign, declared that 
2008 donations represent significant 
increases over annual fund-raising the two 
previous years. 

“Based on the momentum of what 
began halfway through 2006, Nothing But 
Nets raised nearly $25 million by the end 
of 2008 from over 100,000 individuals and 
distributed over 2 million bed nets to areas 
of greatest need in Africa,” stated Timothy 
E. Wirth, president, United Nations 
Foundation. 

“As always, these achievements could 
not have been possible without our unique 
set of partners who are helping us to reach 
diverse communities to spread the message 
that malaria kills and nets save lives,” he 
continued. 

As a founding partner of Nothing But 
Nets, the people of The United Methodist 
Church have contributed significant energy 
and funds to the campaign. The United 
Methodist Church contributed more than 
$2 million to purchase and distribute bed 
nets in 2008 alone. 

“We bring the value of people power to 
the campaign—11.5 million United 
Methodists,” said Bishop Thomas 
Bickerton, chairperson of The United 
Methodist Church’s Global Health 
Initiative. “When you have grassroots sup¬ 
port fueling a movement like this, saving 
lives is the joyous result.” 

The United Methodist Church took a 
leadership role in coordinating and conven¬ 
ing the Nothing But Nets “city tours,” a 
multi-city grassroots initiative to engage 
Americans across the country in the fight 


on a 24/7 schedule, there are many people 
who cannot attend church on a Sunday. 

Do you have educational opportunities for 
adults, youth and children on other days of 
the weeks, at various times, and other loca¬ 
tions? If you believe your local church too 
small to offer a wide variety of courses, 
can you partner with other United 
Methodist churches in your area to increase 
not only your formational offering, but also 
increase your fellowship? 

And what are the sources for your edu¬ 
cational material? Do you use information 
that has a Wesleyan heritage? There are 
distinctive differences between mainline 
Protestant educational resources and those 
used by faith traditions with a different 
understanding of God. All too often we 
choose what seems the least expensive or 
most accessible or the simplest to imple¬ 
ment, without taking the time to evaluate 
the information as to its content and under¬ 
lying message. The local church is among 
one of the best places to advance the work 
of Christian Education . . . how is your 
program shaping up? If you would like to 
continue this conversation you can contact 
Rev. Dawn Young, Louisiana Conference 
Director of Christian Education, to set up a 
vist (deacondawn@earthlink.net). 


against malaria. The city tours included 
faith events in which church leaders came 
together to discuss how the faith communi¬ 
ty can take a leadership role in eliminating 
malaria. In 2008, six city tours convened in 
Dallas, Denver, Indianapolis, Philadelphia, 
Atlanta and Los Angeles. 

In November 2008, the people of The 
United Methodist Church and their partners 
worldwide helped Cote d’Ivoire’s National 
Program in the Fight against Malaria 
launch an integrated health campaign and 
net distribution to protect children under 
age five in Cote d’Ivoire against malaria, 
measles, Vitamin A deficiency and intestin¬ 
al worms. This campaign was the culmina¬ 
tion of a Texas Annual Conference effort to 
raise more than $ 1 million for bed nets for 
Cote d’Ivoire’s children. 

A driving force behind the church’s 
Nothing But Nets fund-raising activities 
are children and youth who have participat¬ 
ed in everything from lemonade stands and 
bake sales to basketball tournaments and 
skits featuring mosquito-costumed Sunday 
school classes. Eight-year-old champion 
net raiser Katherine Commale has raised 
more than $100,000 for the cause to date— 
and her efforts have attracted significant 
media coverage, helping increase aware¬ 
ness of the campaign. In 2008, Katherine 
was featured both on CNN and a front 
page article in the New York Times. 

“Our youth have stepped up and done 
really remarkable things,” Bishop 
Bickerton acknowledged. “Children help¬ 
ing to save other children have raised glob¬ 
al awareness about the malaria situation in 
Africa in unprecedented ways.” 

To leam more about Nothing But Nets 
or to send a net and save a life, visit 
http://www.umcnothingbutnets.org/. 



EXPLORATION 2009, scheduled for 
Nov. 13-15 in Dallas, Tex., offers youth 
and young adults who feel God’s call to 
ordained ministry as a deacon or elder in 
The United Methodist Church a chance to 
explore that call. 

The event, sponsored by the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry, is 
open to high school seniors and young 
adults up to age 24. The registration fee of 
$150 includes a two-night stay at the 
Sheraton Dallas Hotel, meals, and program 
fees. To leam more, or register online now 
through Sept. 30, visit 
www. gbhem. org / exploration. 

“Now, more than ever, the UMC needs 
to nurture and encourage young adult lead¬ 
ers,” said the Rev. Meg Lassiat, director of 
Student Ministries, Vocation, and 
Enlistment at the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry. “Participants have 
a unique opportunity at EXPLORATION 
to talk with those from many different 
places and contexts who are considering 
ordained ministry. The encouragement and 
understanding they receive from those who 


Four members of the Louisiana Board 
of Higher Education and Campus Ministry 
attended the 2009 Leadership Gathering of 
The United Methodist Campus Ministry 
held at Bennett College for Women in 
Greensboro, N.C. July 22-26. 

Those Wesley Foundation campus min¬ 
isters attending from Louisiana included 
Revs. Connie Breaux, Grambling; John 
Higginbotham, Northwestern; Willie Laws, 


are discerning a similar call can be a pow¬ 
erful reassurance for those who are consid¬ 
ering how God wants them to serve.” 

Lassiat said the team which is planning 
the event encourages campus ministries, 
annual conferences, and local churches to 
identify young adults who exhibit the gifts 
and grace for ordained ministry and to 
invite and support their attendance at this 
event. 

The event will include speakers, wor¬ 
ship, workshops, and small group interac¬ 
tion to help students hear, discern, and 
respond to their call to ordained ministry. 

The Rev. Tyrone D. Gordon, senior pas¬ 
tor of St. Luke “Community” United 
Methodist Church in Dallas, is one of the 
event speakers. Since Gordon’s appoint¬ 
ment, St. Luke’s membership has grown 
from 5,200 to 6,000. Other speakers 
include: Dr. William B. Lawrence, dean 
and professor of American Church History 
at Southern Methodist University, Perkins 
School of Theology; Bishop Sally Dyck, 
episcopal leader of the Minnesota Area; 
and the Rev. Motoe Yamada, pastor at 
Sacramento Japanese United Methodist 
Church in Sacramento, Calif. 

Event workshops include presentations 
on how to discern God’s call; learning 
about your gifts for ministry; and what 
your options are for ministry in The United 
Methodist Church. 

Some workshops are practical, such as 
financial planning and scholarships for 
seminary, and a workshop on the candida¬ 
cy process. 


Southern; and Max Zehner, Tulane. 

Bennett College for Women is an histor¬ 
ically significant black university of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Rev. Higginbotham is shown celebrat¬ 
ing with Maxine Allen of Arkansas upon 
their appointments to the 2009 co-commit¬ 
tee for the UMCMA. Rev. Laws, not 
shown, will serve as an alternate. 


Nothing But Nets raises more than $7 million in 2008 


Campus ministers attend leadership gathering 
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Cambodia, from page 1 

an opportunity for our conference to cele¬ 
brate the work and invite others in 
Louisiana to join us in this mission.” 

The emerging Methodist Church in 
Cambodia is the result of the joint efforts 
of Methodists from multiple countries and 
cultures. It is among the United Methodist 
Mission Initiatives related to the General 
Board of Global Ministries, which current¬ 
ly has 11 missionaries in Cambodia. 

From its inception in 1989, Methodism 
in Cambodia has increased from three to 
more than 180 congregations, today form¬ 
ing an autonomous denomination linked 
through partnerships to five sponsoring 
Methodist mission organizations. 

Mission Collaboration 

The five groups collaborating in 
Cambodia include: 

The Korean Methodist Church (which 
has been there longest) 

The United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries 

The Methodist Church in Switzerland 
and France 

The Methodist Church in Singapore 

The World Federation of Chinese 
Methodist Churches. 

The 2009 Cambodia Mission 
Consultation will bring together representa¬ 
tives from United Methodist annual confer¬ 
ences, districts, and congregations already 
engaged in the Cambodia Initiatives or 


about to get involved. They will learn 
about new developments in Cambodia, 
share experiences, and strengthen their 
commitments through worship and fellow¬ 
ship. A group of pastors, laity, and mission¬ 
aries from Cambodia will take part. 

St. Matthew’s United Methodist 
Church, Metairie, Louisiana, is host to the 
consultation sponsored by Global 
Ministries and the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. This conference has been a 
major participant in mission in Cambodia 
and other countries of Southeast Asia for 
almost a decade. 

One highlight of the consultation will be 
the sharing of stories from United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) teams that have recently worked 
in Cambodia. 

Methodist mission in Cambodia 
includes evangelism, church and leadership 
development, Christian education, and 
health ministries. 

Consultation Participation 

There is an $80 consultation registration 
fee that includes meals and materials. 
Participants are asked to contribute another 
$25 to be used to cover part of the costs of 
persons coming from Cambodia. 

For additional information contact Rev. 
Ann Sutton by email at 
revann70507@gmail.com or by phone at 
(337) 235-9145. 


2009 W. T. Handy Convocation 

Friday, Nov. 20 - Saturday, Nov. 21 
Dillard University 
2601 Gentilly Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

To register contact 

the Louisiana Conference Office of Multicultural Ministries 
(225) 346-1646 or (225) 747-2753 

Registration: $35.00 

Make checks payable to La. Annual Conference 

For lodging, make reservations by calling the 
Superdome Holiday Inn 
330 Loyola Ave 
New Orleans, La. 

Call (504) 581-1600 

Room Rate: $90 per night 
(ask for group rate- W. T. Handy Convocation) 

For information about the Youth and Young Adult 
component of the W. T. Handy Convocation, contact the 
Office of Multicultural Ministries. 

The group Soul Fruit will be featured in concert the 
Saturday night of the Youth and Young Adult event. 


Revs. Susie Thomas, associate pastor for First UMC in Baton Rouge, and Phil 
Woodland, associate pastor for University UMC in Baton Rouge, are pictured at a 
press conference announcing an HIV/AIDS testing day sponsored by the Annual 
Conference on Aug. 29. St. Mark’s UMC and First UMC served as testing sites for 
this pilot event. Rev. Chris Andrews, pastor of First UMC, was the first in line at 
the church to take the HIV/AIDS test in an effort to show church support for the 
event. 


Testing, from page 1 
tested, setting the example for others to 
step forward. “It was important for pastors 
to show their willingness to be tested so 
that others may realize that fear or shame 
shouldn’t stand in the way of saving your 
life, or the lives of others,” said Rev. 
Derrick Hills, pastor of St. Mark UMC. 

Rev. Chris Andrews of First United 
Methodist Church said, “This is a disease 
that crosses every barrier, and affects 
everyone in our community, regardless of 
race, religious background, sex or age.” 

Eugene Collins with the Louisiana 
Department of Public Health said, “We 
were very pleased to work with the church¬ 
es on this important initiative. Only 10 per¬ 
cent of the population of Baton Rouge has 
been tested. Sadly, people just don’t want 
to know whether or not they are HIV posi¬ 
tive. They are afraid of the repercussions.” 

Collins added that we assume people 
know everything they need to know on the 
subject because of increased media cover¬ 
age on HIV/AIDS. “The truth is that lack 
of education is a problem. An important 
thing that came from this project was 


increased public awareness,” he said, 
applauding the distribution of information 
at testing sites and city-wide coverage of a 
press conference held at First United 
Methodist Church. 

“If pastors like Rev. Chris Andrews and 
Rev. Derrick Hills can stand in line to be 
tested, that goes along way in encouraging 
others to do the same. It is critical to have 
the involvement of local churches,” added 
Collins. 

Rev. Hawley Wolfe, pastor of 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, was 
amazed by the simplicity of the HIV/AIDS 
test. “The test is not a difficult thing, just 
an oral swab. I was struck by how painless 
the whole process was. Everybody should 
take the test to protect the public health.” 

Planning is now in place for events that 
will take place on Dec. 1, World AIDS 
Day. “We plan to hold an interfaith wor¬ 
ship service and the Baton Rouge Metro 
Health Council is working on events for 
that day,” said Johnson, who predicts that 
the next city-wide testing day may be slat¬ 
ed for Shreveport, La. 
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Rayne Memorial UMC 
to offer third service 

Rayne Memorial United Methodist 
Church, 3900 St. Charles Avenue in New 
Orleans, will add a third Sunday morning 
worship service beginning Sunday, Sept. 

13 at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Tulane Wesley Foundation Minister Rev. 
Max Zehner will be preaching. This new 
service will have a simple format 
with contemporary/blended music, casual 
attire and coffee and refreshments served. 
Open to all, Sunday School for children 
will be offered simultaneously. Currently 
the church offers two traditional services at 
8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

For more information contact Rayne 
Memorial United Methodist Church at 
(504) 899-3431. 

Live Oak UMC hosts 
Old Testament study 

A study of the Old Testament offered by 
Walk Thru the Bible will be held at Live 
Oak United Methodist Church, 34890 
Hwy. 16 in Watson, La., on Oct. 18 . 

This seminar is designed for adults, 
teenagers and children 5th grade and older. 
It is both for new and mature believers. 
Walk Thru the Bible is a nationally known 
organization whose mission is to help peo¬ 
ple everywhere live God’s Word, (see 
www. walkthru. org) 

The book of Genesis will be taught dur¬ 
ing services at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 11:30 
a.m. at no charge. The afternoon session, 
held in the church auditorium from 1:30-6 
p.m., will review the remainder of the Old 
Testament. A fee of $15 per person will 
include the workbook. Pre-registration is 
requested. 

Nursery and children’s activities up to 
5th grade will be provided for children of 
adults attending the seminar. Pre-registra¬ 
tion is required. Lunch can be purchased at 
the church between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. For 
more information, call Shelly at (225) 665- 
6057 or email ShellyS55@aol.com 

St. Matthews UMC - 
Metairie Fall Show 
slated Oct.9-10 


St. Matthew’s United Methodist 
Church, 6017 Camphor St. in Metairie, 
will hold its 29th Annual Fall Show on 
Oct. 9 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Oct. 10 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Craft booths include yard signs, hand¬ 
crafted jewelry, monogramming, holiday 
decorations, hand painted glassware, pot¬ 
tery, items for pets and more. 

Always a draw, food concessions 
include homemade chili, chicken salad, 
pulled pork sandwiches, hamburgers, hot 
dogs, nachos, desserts, breads and canned 
items. 

All profits from the show benefits mis¬ 
sions like Dulac Community Center, flood 
buckets for distribution through the Sager 
Brown UMCOR Depot, local church needs 
and area schools. 



Preaching 
About Money? 

No Sweat1 


I f you or your pastor struggle 
with the idea of speaking to the 
congregation about money, sweat 
no more! 

We’ve compiled a selection of 
stewardship sermons, or messages 
of faithfulness from pastors in our 
Conference to give you new ideas, 
inspiration and motivation. 

Contact us ij<or your 
MbeeCofy! 

Call and ask for 
Messages of Faithfulness or 
download it from our website! 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- of Louisiana - 


"Where Faith and Money Come Together’ 


RETHIN K: EVANGELISM 

A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 



Dr, Tony Campoto. professor emeritus at Eastern Uni¬ 
versity, is the founder of the EYan-gelkal Association for 
the Promotion of Education, an organization that devel¬ 
ops schools and social programs in various third world 
countries and In cities across North ^nerica. He is the 
author of 3c books, his latest three being, "Letters to a 
Young Evangelical." 'Tna God of Intimacy and Action" 
and his most recent release is N Red Letter Christians, A 
Citizen's Guide to Faith and Polltict* 


* 


£p*n»rad by the Louisiana Annual Cento* wee 

Ca-nfitrer.ee So ard ad □ isaipl *ship 

ConferenceGoard of Laity 
Conference Ministry Team 


What if we began to RETHINK: EVANGELISM? 

What if wc understood that evangelism begins with listening? What if 
we began bo rethink evangelism as a way of life rather than a spa-rifle set 
of praetk «7 What If we understood evangelism to be anything we do 
to help another person move closer to n relationship with God? 

Dr, Tony Camp ol o Will help us begin to rethink evangelism, With humor,, 
wisdom, and tapedertce Dr. Cnmpofo will energize and ec|u|p you for 




fV~iiri4^ -|V? 1 UM if 

RETHINK: EVANGELISM: 

Dr« Tony CampdQi Keynote Speaker 
Saturday* November 14* 2009 
The Alexandria Riverfront Center 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Before September 15; £20 

After 5 eptemher 15: $25 

At the door: £30 

LtNicfi is Included with registration. 


You may register online: www.rethI nkevangeUstn.org 



















For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 
at (225) 346-5193 



La-UMC Website/ 3 



Pleasant Valley UMC/ 6 
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Louisiana Conference hosts Cambodian Consultation 


Bishop Roy Sano believes that God is 
moving through the people of the United 
Methodist Church in Cambodia. 

“Something’s astir in the field. The 
church in Cambodia has a distinctive wit¬ 
ness to bear to the world,” said Bishop 
Sano during the Cambodian Consultation 


held Sept. 17-19 in Metairie, Louisiana. 

The vibrant and successful inter- 
Methodist mission in Cambodia was the 
focus of the consultation, which featured 
presentations from Bishop Sano, Episcopal 
leader of the United Methodist Church in 
Cambodia; Rev. Dr. Romeo del Rosario, 


country director of the United Methodist 
Mission in Cambodia; and Rev. Jong Sung 
Kim, director of the Office of Mission 
Initiatives for the General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

See Consultation, page 4 


Walk to Washington 



Four friends who are sophomores at Sewanee: The University of the South walked from Sewanee, Tenn. to 
Washington, D.C. to bring awareness to the plight of Ugandan children who have been kidnapped and forced into 
service in armies that have been fighting a war for 23 years. Keri Bryan, a United Methodist from Baton Rouge, is pic¬ 
tured left with Luca Koritsanszki and Reed Tyson walking 650 miles to the nation’s capital. The college students spoke 
at churches and organizations along the way and met with legislators about a bill which will offer aid to Uganda. 


Collegiates walk to aid child soldiers in Uganda 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Starting on May 31 of this year, four 
friends backpacked more than 650 miles 
from Sewanee, Tenn. to Washington, 

D. C. Their goal was to bring visibility to 
an international tragedy—the plight of 
the “invisible” children of Uganda, 
Africa. 

Through their efforts, the four rising 
sophomores at Sewanee: The University 
of the South helped to raise awareness of 
the practice of child abductions and the 
forcing of children to serve as soldiers 


in the 23 year old war that has devastated 
the African country. 

Keri Bryan—a United Methodist from 
Baton Rouge, and one of the four stu¬ 
dents—posted this on the team’s blog 
about their walk: “1.8 million people dis¬ 
placed. An army composed of over 90% 
child abductees (children between the 
ages of 5 and 16.) Because of this, thou¬ 
sands of children walked every day, tens 
of miles, to reach the relative safety of 
the city so that they would not be abduct¬ 


ed. They are the night commuters, the 
Invisible Children of northern Uganda.” 

During the walk to Washington, D. C., 
Keri and her friends spoke at various 
churches and organizations along the 
way, raising money and awareness for the 
cause. Once they reached the nation’s 
capital, the walkers met with Zach 
Wamp, the United States Representative 
from Tennessee, and with members of the 
office of Lamar Alexander, the Senator 

See Invisible, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

A Blogger says it for me 


A few days ago I received one of the 
most interesting blogs I have read. It 
was about one of our churches in 
Louisiana and the experience of worship 
a young man had when he attended 
there. The blog was long, so I can’t 
quote the entire thing, but let me give 
you a flavor of it. 

“It’s a good thing for the Spirit to 
throw cold water now and then on a 
righteous rant. Here I was, all prepped to 
spew out a long-withheld response to the 
“hell-first” style of evangelism—and 
then I went to church.” 

The blogger goes on to say he is a 
member of a church affiliated with a uni¬ 
versity, but he had gone to a sister church 
on this particular Sunday because a 
friend of his was offering the sermon. 
One of the things that happened at 
church that morning was a service of 
baptism. There was an infant baptized 
and our blogger says, “the best part—the 
pastor, still cradling the infant, walks into 
the congregation, up and down the aisles, 
as the congregation sings a welcoming 
song. ‘This is your family,’ he tells the 
infant. ‘This is your sister,’ he tells the 
congregation... .Love it. At my church, 
which is full of younger couples, I am 
blessed to see many such infant bap¬ 
tisms.” 

And then it happened for our friend 
who started out to post a “rant.” An 
adult, a tall man, presented himself for 
baptism! The senior pastor gave a lesson 
on Methodist theology for the congrega¬ 
tion. “You may not know this,” the pas¬ 
tor said, “but Methodists do not re-bap- 
tize people. Other faiths do, but we do 
not. Why? Because we see baptism as 
God’s work, God’s grace in action. And 
to re-baptize someone would, we feel, 
suggest that God’s work was insufficient 
to begin with and must be re-done. This 
we do not believe. God’s baptism is 
God’s baptism. 

“ ‘But we do occasionally celebrate a 
renewal of baptism. Jim here has been a 
part of our church for a while. He came 
from the Southern Baptist tradition, and 
he’s felt the need now to renew his bap¬ 
tism here. When Jim came to me this 
week wanting to be re-baptized, I had to 
tell him, ‘Sorry, we don’t do that.’ He 
said, ‘OK, so what shall we do?’ Well, 
since this morning we welcomed into the 
church several people by baptism, I 
thought this would be a good day for Jim 
to have a renewal. 

“ ‘So, Jim,. . . here is water to remind 
you of your baptism. Feel it for your¬ 
self.’ Jim dipped his fingers into the 
bowl. ‘Now, if you would, make the sign 
of the cross on your head.’ Jim did so . . . 
‘Be reminded, Jim, that you are claimed 
by a Love that will not let you go, that 
nothing can separate you from the love 
of Christ.’ 


“And there it is: 
the heart of my faith, 
the love that claims 
us before we know it 
and beyond our abil¬ 
ity to return it.. .1 
knew then I couldn’t 
spend time today on 
a rant. This simple 
service—so like 
Southern Baptist or 
other evangelical rit¬ 
uals in some ways, so different in oth¬ 
ers—reminded me why I’m a Methodist. 
There was no mention of hell, of punish¬ 
ment, of a need for certainty or anxiety. 
The fear and urgency of fight-or-flight 
evangelism was entirely absent. But 
there was conviction—deep conviction— 
of God’s powerful, eternal love for us. 
Baptism—the welcome of God—is 
God’s Act, a forever act, never in need of 
repetition. We may be reminded of it, 
but the original watermark—no matter 
where or how it was originally given—is 
indelibly God’s.” 

The blogger said it for me. That’s 
why I’m a Methodist as well. God has 
placed the divine spark within us and 
God fan’s that spark into a flame by the 
work of God’s Holy Spirit long before 
we know the flame is being fanned. 

Then one day we “come to our senses” 
and we realize our Heavenly Father has 
been sitting at the end of a long road 
waiting for us - not with the instruments 
of punishment, but with the open arms of 
grace, love, and mercy. We are God’s 
because of God’s saving act and not 
because of anything we have done to 
merit God’s love. God is all and in all. 

There’s a world out there full of peo¬ 
ple who are running from and critical of 
the church because they believe it is a 
place of judgmentalism and judgmental- 
ists. If we are true to our theological her¬ 
itage, the church is a place where justice 
is upheld, yes, but also where love is 
shown and grace is extended in the full 
belief that God is a forgiving God who 
wants us to be in God’s loving embrace 
forever. It’s a message a hurting world 
needs to hear. It’s a message we know 
how to deliver. If we are going to 
“Rethink Church” then I suggest we also 
reconnect with our theological roots and 
open our hearts, minds and doors to 
those who have wandered and to those 
who have never known the warm 
embrace of the fellowship of believers. If 
we don’t “bring them in” then who, pray 
tell, will? 

In Christ’s love, 

fell 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Clergy and lay volunteers met at the Conference Area Offices in Baton Rouge on 
Sept. 14 to assess advertising materials proposed for use in an upcoming cam¬ 
paign promoting Imagine No Malaria, a general church initiative. 


Decision realigns SCJ episcopal areas 


In 2012, The Nebraska Annual 
Conference will join Kansas East and 
Kansas West Annual Conferences as part 
of the Nebraska/Kansas Episcopal Area. 

The announcement was made at noon 
Central Standard Time on Sept. 18 by 
Bishop W. Earl Bledsoe, president of the 
College of Bishops. 

In 2008, the South Central 
Jurisdiction was directed to deploy 10 
bishops to Episcopal Areas rather than 
the 11 currently in existence. Since that 
time the South Central Jurisdiction 
Council of Bishops has studied statistics 
and demographics, discussed, gathered 
input and prayed about the mission of 
Christ and how to best serve that mis¬ 
sion in the jurisdiction. The decision was 
reached to bring the states of Nebraska 
and Kansas and the three conferences 
within those states together as one 

Gammon hosts 

Gammon Theological Seminary, the 
United Methodist component of The 
Interdenominational Theological Center in 
Atlanta, will celebrate 126 years of prepar¬ 
ing ministerial leadership for The United 
Methodist Church from Oct. 5-8. 

President Dr. Walter H. McKelvey indi¬ 
cates that activities for this year will high¬ 
light the achievement of its mission as one 


Episcopal Area. 

“This decision affects us all,” Bledsoe 
said. “Each Bishop in the South Central 
Jurisdiction has pledged $10,000 to help 
support the cost of this transition.” 

Though the change will not officially 
occur until 2012, the decision was made 
at this time in order to give Nebraska 
and the two Kansas Conferences the 
maximum amount of time possible to 
discern how to make the necessary 
changes to ensure the best possible tran¬ 
sition. 

Additional information is available at 
www.ourchurchvideos.com/announce- 
ments/scjbishops. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
invites everyone to join in praying for 
our brothers and sisters in Nebraska and 
Kansas as they begin this process of 
change. 

Founders Day 

of 13 seminaries related to The United 
Methodist Church. The theme, “Embracing 
Change: Raising New Leaders”, will set 
the tone for activities scheduled during the 
four day period. Alumni registration is 
$185 which includes alumni dues, lunch¬ 
eon, banquet ticket and registration. See 
www.gammonseminary.org for more infor¬ 
mation. 
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Updated Louisiana Annual Conference website, la-umc.org, goes live 
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The Louisiana Annual Conference 
website has a new look! 

The site is more contemporary and 
offers more features that will be attractive 
to seekers and helpful to local churches. 

These changes will improve our ability 
to provide information and resources to 
the members of the Louisiana conference. 
Visitors to the site (www.la-umc.org) will 
find it easier to connect to other people, 
churches, and ministries. Here is an 
overview of the new site. 

Finding what you need is always a 
concern for large websites. At the top 
right of every Louisiana conference page, 
you will find key links and a search 
engine to help you find material. 

Every page has a church/clergy search 
engine in the left-hand column that will 
provide the clergyperson, church, contact 
information, and website (if one exists). 

Most of the main pages of the site can 
be accessed from the top gray horizontal 
menu bar. In some cases, secondary and 
tertiary menu links may be available. On 
certain pages that have more content, you 
may find a submenu specifically for that 


topic in the left column. 

At the top left of each content area, 
we have what is called a breadcrumb 
trail. Depending upon which menu you 
click on, it will show you the path to how 
you arrived at the page. 

The main source of news in our con¬ 
ference is the Louisiana Now! It is post¬ 
ed online in both digital reader 
<lanow.org> and flash formats. 

A PDF version can also be down¬ 
loaded from the digital reader page. 

An archive of old issues is maintained 
online for the past several years. 

Some of the latest featured conference 
news articles will appear at the center top 
of the content area. On the right column 
of the home and main news pages, you 
will find an RSS feed of UMNS news 
articles. 

The articles will automatically change 
to give you the latest news as UMNS 
updates the list. 

Though you can still print out the text 
version of the conference calendar (from 
the Documents/Forms page), we now 
have an interactive online calendar. On 


the top of the right column of the home 
page, upcoming events are displayed. 

You can click on the titles to get more 
information on the event. The tabbed box 
in the lower center of the home page pro¬ 
vides information on several important 
events or news items you need to know 
about. 

Each of our seven district has three 
web pages: the main district page, the list 
of churches (linked to their website if 
available) with clergy appointments, and 
the district leadership. 

While every church does not yet have 
their own website, information on all 505 
of our churches is available at historical- 
register. org>. 

As of December 2008, 35% of adults 
and 65% of teenagers had at least one 
profile on a social networking site (Pew 
Internet survey). The United Methodist 
Church’s first attempt at social network¬ 
ing, (7villages.com), has developed into 
(UMCommunities.org). An account for 
our conference was set up, but hasn’t 
been active due to lack of use. 

The 5,300 members of 


(UMCommunties.org) are greatly 
eclipsed by secular sites such as 
Facebook and Twitter. We have created a 
Louisiana conference presence on both 
sites which can be accessed at the bottom 
right of each page on our site. 

Though the internet is changing the 
way we handle information in the 21st 
century, we need to remember is that the 
web and its various features are merely 
tools that we can use in our ministry to 
reach the world for Jesus Christ. While 
the conference website is primarily a 
place to find resources and connect with 
people and ministries, local church web¬ 
sites are essential for reaching people that 
might be seekers or are looking for a 
church home. According to the book 
Church Marketing 101, 80-85% of people 
are now finding a church based on web¬ 
sites. 

If your church has a new website or 
you need help starting a church website, 
please let us know. If you have sugges¬ 
tions on how we can improve the confer¬ 
ence website to serve you, please drop us 
a note at tim@la-umc.com. 
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Consultation, from page 1 

The consultation was sponsored by the 
Louisiana Cambodia Initiative and 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission. Rev. Ann 
Sutton, chairperson of the initiative, also 
chaired the consultation. 

Rev. del Rosario announced that the 
Cambodian church held its first annual 
conference in August and highlighted sev¬ 
eral statistics that indicate growth and 
progress toward the church’s autonomy. 

“Of the 10 district superintendents serving 
in Cambodia, six are Khmer (ethnic 
natives). By 2016, it is hoped that the con¬ 
ference with be fully autonomous with a 
native Cambodian bishop,” he added. 

There are currently 12 elders and 19 
deacons serving the Cambodian church and 
a “long line of pastors in training,” accord¬ 
ing to the country director. 

“Of the 60 million people in Cambodia, 
70 percent of them are 30 years or 
younger,” said Rev. del Rosario. “Worship 
services are led primarily by young people 
and the churches are filled with young peo¬ 
ple,” he said, lifting up the need for contin¬ 
ued leadership development for these pas¬ 
sionate United Methodists. 

Rev. Kim gave a brief history of the 
General Board of Global Ministries’ 
involvement in Cambodia by explaining 
the work done through the Evangelism and 
Church Growth area of the Office of 
Mission Initiatives. “In the 1990’s, GBGM, 
through mission initiatives, began the 
process of being present in countries where 
no United Methodist ministry existed. The 
initiative provided the opportunity to take a 
proactive stand to fill the church’s mandate 
of making disciples for Jesus Christ 
throughout the world.” 

To date, there are officially 13 mission 
initiatives in 18 countries across the globe. 


“Cambodia is one of them, and is among 
the earliest and the largest of these initia¬ 
tives,” he said. 

Rev. Kim pointed out that there are cur¬ 
rently 143 United Methodist churches in 
Cambodia. “Every local church must meet 
certain criteria,” said Rev. Kim, pointing 
out that there must be at least 30 members 
to achieve that status. 

As the United Methodist church grows 
in this Southeast Asian country, missionar¬ 
ies and church leaders are keenly aware of 
their role in local communities. 

“Everything we do is ultimately for the 
people around us. Children’s ministries, job 
training, outreach . . . these things are not 
just for those within the church. We always 
seek to improve the community at large,” 
said Rev. Kim. 

Bishop Sano echoed these sentiments 
by referencing the early church in its 
efforts to spread the Gospel and to change 
as many lives as possible. “In August, after 
Cambodia’s first annual conference as a 
mission conference, I kept thinking of the 
apostles. I imagined them going back to 
Jerusalem after the first council, celebrating 
the great things God was doing through 
them.” 

“The great issue was put on the table. 
‘What about these missionaries who claim 
the conversion of non Jews. Don’t they 
(converts) have to become Jews before 
they become Christians?’ Thank God they 
decided ‘no.’ Where would we all be 
today? Those apostles opened the doors for 
everyone.” 

More coverage of this event and mis¬ 
sion opportunities in Cambodia can be 
found in a special LAVIM edition of the 
Louisiana Now! coming in November. 




Pictured at the Cambodian 
Consultation in Metairie held Sept. 17- 
19 are, top, front row, Esther Gitobu, 
GBGM missionary; Tuy Chamroeun, 
Battambang District Youth President; 
Irene Mparutsa, GBGM missionary; 

Rev. Dr. Romeo del Rosario, GBGM 
missionary and country director for 
the United Methodist Mission in 
Cambodia; back row, Prak Vuty, local 
pastor for the church in Kompong 
Chhanang; Clara Biswas, GBGM mis¬ 
sionary; Katherine Parker, GBGM mis¬ 
sionary; and Svay Youthearoath, prin¬ 
cipal of the Bible school in Cambodia 
that is training United Methodist cler¬ 
gy. Also gathered at the event are, left 
to right, Clinton Rabb; Joseph 
Bradley, missionary intern from Texas; 
Bishop Roy Sano, Episcopal leader of 
the United Methodist Church in 
Cambodia; Rev. Jong Sung Kim, direc¬ 
tor of the Office of Mission Initiatives 
for the General Board of Global 
Ministries; and Rev. Jim Gulley, GBGM 
Consultation Coordinator. A visitor 
from Cambodia, right, ‘models’ a shawl 
made by women in a micro industry 
sponsored by The United Methodist 
Church in Cambodia. 

Tuy Chamroeun is shown with partici¬ 
pants of the consultation, top left, 
learning native Cambodian dances. 
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Couple saves former 

BY MELISSA LAUBER 

They’re called “the invisible children” - 
a generation of young boys and girls in 
Uganda who were torn from their villages, 
brainwashed and used as pack animals and 
bullet fodder for the Lord’s Resistance 
Army of Joseph Kony. 

A teen named Lazarus, who also calls 
himself Joe, lived amid these atrocities, and 
then on the streets, eating out of garbage 
pits, after escaping Kony’s terrorist army. 

Only about a year ago did he let himself 
smile. 

This fall, if all goes according to plan, 
Joe will join the Rev. Stan Cardwell, his 
wife, Michelle, and their three children in 
Bel Air, Md., welcomed as a blessing from 
God. 

Talk about a divine plan. Less than four 
months ago, the couple knew next to noth¬ 
ing about the civil war that had ravaged the 
east-African nation for 23 years. They had 
never heard of Joseph Kony. 

The whole whirlwind journey to 
become the legal guardian of a former 
child soldier is overwhelming and risky, 
said the associate pastor of Bel Air United 
Methodist Church. 

“But God doesn’t call us to love 
abstractly,” he said. “God calls us simply to 
love, and love is messy.” 

The journey began in May, when 
Caldwell and his wife joined friends from a 
house church called Burning Hearts on a 
mission trip to Uganda. 

With the assistance of the ministry 
Active Blessing, they met with victims of 
Kony’s campaign to establish a theocratic 
government in Uganda. The United 
Nations estimates that his rebellion as 
leader of the Lord’s Army from 1987 to 
2006 involved the abduction of an estimat¬ 
ed 30,000 children, who made up 90 per¬ 
cent of the army, and the displacement of 
more than 1.7 million Ugandans. 

In Mbale and Kitgum, the Cardwells 
spoke with the former child soldiers and 
discovered many of them had moved past 
sheer survival instincts and were now 


Ugandan child soldier 

searching for some kind of love, trust and 
purpose. 

They walked with the boys to church 
and worshipped with them. 

“They would teach us their music and 
some songs and dance and we would teach 
them ours,” Michelle Cardwell said. “Our 
team would teach them from the Bible 
about love and the Father’s forgiveness, 
because a lot of them have a lot of guilt 
about what they were forced to do in the 
war, and they all still have nightmares 
every night.” 

One day, Simon Peter, 17, approached 
Cardwell carrying a King James Version of 
the Bible. “I don’t understand this pas¬ 
sage,” he told him. Cardwell, who had an 
easier to understand Today’s New 
International Version, suggested they trade 
Bibles. 

The passage Simon Peter was having 
trouble with also stirred Cardwell’s heart - 
Psalm 68, which reads, in part, “A father of 
the fatherless, a defender of widows is God 
in his holy habitation. God sets the lonely, 
the solitary, in families.” 

Both Stan and Michelle Cardwell had, 
over the years, toyed with the idea of 
adopting a child. 

But, on this trip, the idea of God creat¬ 
ing families spoke to them both, and each 
also knew the person to whom God had led 
them. 

Joe had taken Michelle Caldwell into 
town to buy souvenirs. On the second night 
of their visit, he told them his story. Several 
of the details were vague. “He said just 
enough, making sure to not displease us,” 
she said. 

The teen gradually let his story unfold, 
an act of trust the Cardwells hold as sacred. 

They don’t see a victim when they look 
at Joe. They see a child of God - someone 
God has placed in their path to love. 

“We hope to give him back a family,” 
Stan Cardwell said. “We will love him as a 
father and a mother and help him grow 
fully into the person God created him to 
be.” 



The Rev. Stan Cardwell and his wife, Michelle, followed God’s call to Uganda 
where they met with youth who were victims of the country’s civil war. The 
Cardwells hope to become the legal guardian of one former child soldier. UMNS 
photos courtesy of the Rev. Stan and Michelle Cardwell. 



Starting on May 31 of 
this year, four friends 
backpacked more than 
650 miles from 
Sewanee, Tenn. to 
Washington, D. C. Their 
goal was to bring visibil¬ 
ity to an international 
tragedy—the plight of 
the “invisible” children 
of Uganda, Africa. 
Through their efforts, 
the four rising sopho¬ 
mores at Sewanee: The 
University of the South 
helped to raise aware¬ 
ness of the practice of 
child abductions and 
the forcing of children 
to serve as soldiers 
in the 23 year old war 
that has devastated the 
African country. 

Keri Bryan—a United 
Methodist from Baton 
Rouge, and one of the 
four students—is pic¬ 
tured, left, with Luca 
Koritsanszki, Compton 
Fields and Reed Tyson. 
Keri and Luca boast 
signs on their back¬ 
packs supporting a 
Congressional bill 
aimed at bringing aid to 
the invisible children. 



Invisible, from page 1 
from Tennessee. The group was able to dis¬ 
cuss the problems in Uganda and to lend 
support for a bill pending in Congress 
aimed at providing aid and financial assis¬ 
tance in resolving the atrocities. 

The first time Keri and her friends 
learned about the conflict in Uganda was at 
Sewanee during a presentation by the 
organization Invisible Children (IC). “IC 
puts out documentaries with the intention 
of making the atrocities in Uganda more 
visible to the public. I walked out of the 
documentary showing, horrified at what I 
had seen, but also completely disgusted 
with my own ignorance,” said Bryan. 

It was faith that prompted the college 
sophomore to respond. “I was called by 
my faith, by my morality, and by the 
humanity I share with these children. As a 
group, we just felt that one of the greatest 
atrocities occurring in our world today 
should not go unnoticed,” she said. 

Keri—along with fellow walkers Luca 
Koritsanszki, Reed Tyson and Compton 
Fields—most vividly remembers the kind¬ 
ness of strangers that helped them along 
the way. “Without their help, we could 


never have made it. We were taken in for 
the night every night but one over the 650- 
mile walk. Only 10 of those nights were 
planned ahead of time,” she explained. 

Even though bringing awareness to the 
atrocities in Uganda was their main goal, 
the group soon gained another focus during 
their walk to the nation’s capital. “We 
wanted to experience our own country as 
we walked for one far away. To see for 
ourselves the goodness in the hearts of 
Americans, and to eradicate the presump¬ 
tions we make about absolute strangers and 
the tendency towards some degree of natu¬ 
ral distrust,” said Bryan. 

The blog written by the group shares the 
story of the walk as well as the hopes for a 
change in the lives of these abused African 
children. “(We walk.) Hoping that as we 
walk, the walk these night commuters once 
made daily will be illuminated. Hoping that 
the walk home for these child soldiers will 
also be brought to the attention of those 
with more voice than those who have been 
marginalized and oppressed by those who 
seek to take away their basic human 
rights.” 
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Asbury UMC - Clinton 



Asbury United Methodist Church in Clinton held Vacation Bible School July 6-10. 
The event, which targeted children and adults, averaged 30 students each day. 
Some of the participants are shown displaying a banner made during VBS by Mia 
Taylor. Rev. Gregory McClay is pastor of Asbury UMC. 



Asbury UMC - Bossier City 


One of the four focus areas of the 
United Methodist Church is to create prin¬ 
cipled Christian leaders for the future. 

This focus is not only for the future of the 
church, but the future of our world. While 
the church’s concern includes developing 
young people who may ultimately follow a 
vocation into ordained ministry, the church 
recognizes the importance of having prin¬ 
cipled Christian leaders in all walks of life. 
Principled Christian leaders don’t spring 
fully grown onto the scene, but are nur¬ 
tured and developed in a loving and caring 
Christian environment, first the home and 
then the church. A question facing many 
congregations is how to sponsor and 
encourage this development when families 
only occasionally come to church, and only 
marginally participate in traditional Sunday 
programming. Many churches respond by 
offering Christian Education programming 
on a different day or evening, and include 
aspects of fellowship, education and wor¬ 
ship into one event. One example of this 
type of programming is Connections at 
Asbury UMC in Bossier City. 

Connections takes place on Wednesday 
evenings, beginning with a meal prepared 
by volunteers. Following the meal, adults, 
youth and children go to age appropriate 
studies. This year the children are focus¬ 
ing on Bible Study using BUZZ curricu¬ 


lum. The youth are continuing their long 
standing Wednesday night Bible Study, 
“The Word,” and this year intend to com¬ 
plete a survey of the entire Bible. Adults 
can participate in a variety of short term 
study programs. This fall they can partici¬ 
pate in a Bible Study of the Gospel of 
John, explore Christian practices, or dis¬ 
cover how to find and fulfill the purpose 
God has in mind for them. As one short 
term study ends, a new one will begin. 
Adults and children can then participate in 
music programs in preparation for worship. 
How has this type of program been 
received? 

On the first night of programming this 
fall 290 people were involved, with over 
50 youth, and almost 60 kids. Senior 
Pastor Rev. Scott Adams says “The three- 
part vision of Asbury is to Defend the 
Faith, Disciple the Believer, Welcome the 
Stranger. Connection, on Wednesday 
nights, is our biggest single piece through 
which God is “Discipling the Believer.” 
Rev. Adams does not think the success of 
this program is accidental “There is a 
strong sense of the movement of the Holy 
Spirit in our congregation. These are 
important seeds being planted for the 
future of Asbury Church.” And important 
seeds in the development of principled 
Christian leaders. 



Pleasant Valley UMC - Minden 


Members of Pleasant Valley United 
Methodist Church in Minden provided 
more than 300 hours of work to completely 
refurbish the vesper worship site at Camp 
Caney, also in Minden. 

The area was cleared of brush and trees 
blocking the view of the lake. A new cross 
was erected, the altar resurfaced, and new 
metal benches put in place. 

The church has also assumed responsi¬ 
bility for the maintenance of the vesper 
worship site. 


The month of July became “Creative 
Arts Month” for the members of Pleasant 
Valley UMC. The first Sunday of the 
month was devoted to paintings and draw¬ 
ings. The second Sunday displayed hand 
crafts and photography, and the fourth 
Sunday focused on creative writing and 
poetry. Everyone was surprised to see the 
“hidden talent” among the membership and 
eagerly anticipated each successive 
Sunday. By the end of the month, the sanc¬ 
tuary was filled with creative expressions. 


Centenary 

* rXDAnilATC 



Graduate 
Theological 
Studies 


2009-2012 Distance Learning Schedule 


2009-2010 _ 2010-2011 _ 2011-2012 


Fall 

Semester 

Intro to 
Theology 
9/10-12/10 

History of 
Christian 
Thought I 

9/7-12/15 

Intro to 
Theology 
9/6-12/14 

January 

Intensive 

UM: 20 th Century 
- Present 
1/11-1/22 

Theology of 
Evangelism 
1/10-1/21 

UM: 20 th Century 
- Present 
1/9-1/20 

Spring 

Semester 

Preaching or 
Teaching for Bib¬ 
lical Faith 

2/1-5/12 

Church and 
Society (Missions) 
1/31-5/11 

Preaching or 
Teaching for Bibli¬ 
cal Faith 

1/30-5/9 

Summer l 
Intensive 

Intro to OT 

6/14-6/25 

Intro to NT 

6/13-6/24 

Intro to OT 

6/12-6/23 

Summer 2 
Intensive 

UM: Wesley & 
19 th Century 

6/28-7/9 

UM Worship 

6/27-7/8 

UM: Wesley & 19 th 
Century 

6/26-7/7 


the 

Christian 

leadership 

center 


In cooperation with 
Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, 
CLC hosts basic 
graduate-level 
theology courses 
that benefit 
those seeking 
ordination, 
certification, 
growth in ministry, & 
graduate level 
experience. 


UM: 20th Century—Present 


January 1 1-22, 2010 • Centenary College 
Mondays-Fridays • 8am-12pm 
Wednesdays • l:30pm-3:30pm 
Format: Simulcast Technology 
Registration deadline: November 20, 2009 



centenary.edu/clc 
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Feeling the pinch?: Churches urged to teach the tithe 



While the economy may affect how much people are able to give, it’s no reason 
to abandon the idea of tithing, says Missouri Bishop Robert Schnase. 


BY MARY JACOBS 

Four words that many United 
Methodists will likely hear in church soon: 
stewardship, pledging, gifts, giving. 

Two words you might not hear: tithe, 
tithing. 

Churches are launching their fall annual 
stewardship campaigns at a time when 
unemployment hovers around 10 percent 
and financial markets remain shaky. Many 
pastors may even hesitate to preach about 
the biblical teaching on tithing: giving 10 
percent of one’s income to God. 

“There’s a likelihood that many pastors 
will shy away from the concept of tithing,” 
said Dan Dick, director of connectional 
ministries for the Wisconsin Conference of 
the United Methodist Church and author of 
Beyond Money (Discipleship Resources, 
2006.) In a poor economic climate, he said, 
many pastors “will get more apologetic and 
cautious about putting ‘pressure’ on people 
to give.” 

The denomination’s Book of Discipline 
prescribes that each annual conference, as 
part of its responsibilities in the area of 
stewardship, is to “educate the local church 
that tithing is the minimum goal of giving 
in the United Methodist Church.” 

And the 2004 Book of Resolutions 
affirms the 2000 General Conference’s 
adoption of “a program for teaching and 
preaching for spiritual growth in giving, 
with an emphasis of setting tithing as a 
goal for every person in The United 
Methodist Church.” 

But the reality is that giving by United 
Methodists averages less than 2 percent of 
annual incomes. And a survey of all 
Americans conducted by the Bama Group 
in 2007, showed that only about 5 percent 
of adults tithed. “Whether they believe in 
the principle of tithing or not, few 
Americans give away that much money,” 
the report concluded. 

So where’s the disconnect? 

“We’re not teaching our pastors how to 
talk about money,” said the Rev. Melvin 
Amerson, who co-wrote Celebrating the 
Offering (Discipleship Resources, 2007) 
with his brother, James Amerson. 

“Pastors don’t feel comfortable sharing 
their faith as it relates to giving, so mem¬ 
bers fail to receive instruction and insight 
into biblical giving,” he said. “That’s why 
we have so few tithers.” 

Stewardship experts say that hesitancy 
stems from a misunderstanding of the prin¬ 
ciple itself. “I think this is a little bit of a 
‘shame on us,”’ said Mr. Dick. “The 
church took a good spiritual principle— 
tithing—and turned it into a financial 
tool.” 

Jennifer Tyler, a member of First UMC 
of Richardson and CEO of the stewardship 
consulting firm Tyler Associates, says the 
disconnect is nothing new. 

“I think it’s rooted in the fear of sug¬ 
gesting that people step up to return that 10 
percent, and that stems back to a lack of 
understanding as to the ownership of our 
resources to begin with,” she said. 

“It’s difficult for people to let go of 
what they think of as their own.” 

While the economy may affect how 
much people are able to give, it’s no reason 


to abandon the idea of tithing, says 
Missouri Bishop Robert Schnase. 

“I see this as a vital teaching moment,” 
he said. What’s gotten us into this econom¬ 
ic situation is spending beyond our means, 
he said, which exposes underlying spiritual 
issues. 

“These economic circumstances afford 
us the opportunity to ask some questions 
we’ve been avoiding for a long time,” 
Bishop Schnase said, “about our values, 
about contentment and what makes for a 
flourishing life. 

“When we’ve got people who are 40 
who feel like failures because they are not 
millionaires, and 60 percent of the popula¬ 
tion spending 110 percent of its income 
each year, those are not just financial 
issues. Those are spiritual issues.” 

Brian Hammons, lay leader of the 
Missouri Conference, says that avoiding 
the topic could shortchange church mem¬ 
bers on the blessings of tithing. Several 
years ago, he and his wife felt God’s lead¬ 
ing to “step up” toward the practice of 
tithing. “We thought, ‘How in the world 
can we ever do that?’ he recalled. “But we 
committed to it. We just focused, made that 
a priority, and other things came next. 
Things just worked out. Unexpected 
sources of finances came to us. 

“Every week, we write that check and 
we realize that God has once again provid¬ 
ed. It really is a spiritual blessing.” 

The challenge for pastors this fall will 
be to preach boldly, without seeming insen¬ 
sitive to the economic reality that many 
people currently face, or resorting to des¬ 
perate pleas for money. 

“The recession invokes fear,” said Mr. 
Amerson. “As believers, we walk by faith. 
We have to trust that God will supply all of 
our needs during good times and uncertain 
times. We have to stand by that faith during 
this economic crisis.” 

Bishop Schnase says United Methodists 
need to redefine what tithing really means. 
“The switch in our minds has to be, this 
isn’t about the church’s need for money, 
this is about developing a spiritual capacity 
for giving,” he said. “That focus is true any 
time of life and in every economic circum¬ 
stance. In fact, it’s almost more true now.” 

To truly understand the principle of 
tithing, Mr. Dick said, church members 
should go back to the earliest biblical 
teaching, which appears in Deuteronomy 
14. 

“Originally, the tithe was not an offer¬ 
ing to support the religious institution,” he 
said. “It was a spirit act to celebrate all that 
God provides and to care for neighbors.” 
Tithes were “consumed” by the people who 
brought them in a kind of harvest celebra¬ 
tion. Every third year, the tithes were gath¬ 
ered for distribution to widows and 
orphans. 

Over the centuries, Mr. Dick said, the 
church has turned the tithe “into a fundrais¬ 
ing tool to fund the ministry of the local 
and general church. But the whole concept 
of tithing isn’t about legalism, it’s about 
stepping up to do the right thing.” 

So how should pastors teach about the 
tithe during stewardship campaigns this 
fall, while many people in the pews feel 


burdened by economic strains? Mr. 
Amerson proposes the idea of “holistic” 
stewardship programs that include more 
than just giving. 

“We need to teach people how to be 
good stewards of their money,” he said. 

“We need to teach them about saving, 
about avoiding excessive debt, and about 
contentment.” 

Ginghamsburg Church, a United 
Methodist megachurch in Ohio, uses such a 
holistic approach with great success. The 
church’s annual stewardship program “has 
proven effective in liberating our people 
from the bondage of debt while simultane¬ 
ously increasing the outreach of our 
church’s mission in exponential ways,” 
pastor Mike Slaughter writes on the 
church’s Web site. 

“It’s not enough to teach our people 
about the joy that comes from sacrificial 
giving,” he writes. “We must also aggres¬ 
sively help them to deal with the oppres¬ 
sive burden of debt.” 

Ginghamsburg’s stewardship program 
emphasizes the concept of contentment as a 
way to overcome American consumerism. 

“We live in a culture where the adver¬ 
tising industry has devised powerful, 
sophisticated methods to induce consumers 
to buy,” Mr. Slaughter writes. “The more 
TV you watch, the more you spend. The 
more you shop, the more you spend. But 1 
Timothy 6:6 says: Godliness with content¬ 
ment is great gain.” 

Mr. Slaughter says that pastors and lay 
leaders should already be practicing tithe 
themselves before they can preach it. He 
admits he didn’t tithe until a seminary pro¬ 
fessor issued a sharp challenge to his class 
one day. 

“Are any of you cheating God?” the 
professor asked. “If you are not giving God 
the full tithe, you are cheating God. I ask 


that you have the integrity not to go into 
vocational ministry if you cannot obey God 
in such a simple matter.” 

The Slaughter family has tithed faithful¬ 
ly ever since. 

Bishop Schnase encourages pastors to 
shift their focus from obligatory giving to 
“extravagant generosity,” one of five tools 
described in his book, Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations (Abingdon Press, 
2007). Conventional stewardship appeals 
may modify behavior, he says, but teaching 
generosity is more likely to change hearts: 
“It creates a kind of distance from the 
money monster.” 

Even for those who are not in a position 
to give, stewardship campaigns present 
another opportunity in hard times: They lay 
the groundwork for stronger long-term 
financial commitment that will pay off 
when the economy improves. Giving at the 
local church level tends to decline during 
recessions, but increases in the years fol¬ 
lowing, according to data from the denomi¬ 
nation’s General Council on Finance and 
Administration. 

During the recession of the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, for instance, giving 
dropped 2.43 percent from 1978 to 1979, 
and again by another 3.11 percent in 1980. 
But then giving increased an average of 
about 1.9 percent every year through 1989. 

“This is a real opportunity to rethink the 
spiritual depths of tithing,” Bishop Schnase 
said. “It’s a real growing opportunity for 
disciples and for churches.” 

Ms. Tyler agrees. “Generosity is not a 
matter of how much money we have; it’s a 
matter of the heart.” 

The previous article is reprinted 
through the permission of United 
Methodist Reporter and the UMC Portal , 
www. umcportal. org 
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Ashram slated 
for July 2010 

The North America Christian Ashram, 
entitled “Kingdom Living in the 21st 
Century,” is slated for July 13-16, 2010 on 
the grounds of Lake Junaluska Camp and 
Conference Center in North Carolina. This 
retreat will celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the Christian Ashram movement in the 
United States. 

The ashram, designed for the entire 
family, will host Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson, Dr. Maxie Dunnam, Bishop 
James Swanson of Holston Conference 
and Rev. Dr. Diane Walker of Pelham 
United Church of Canada as keynote 
speakers. 

The Lake Junaluska Christian Ashram 
is scheduled in a manner that allows fami¬ 
lies to arrive before the ashram begins or 
stay after the ashram has concluded in 
order to take advantage of activities and 
sites in the surrounding area. The historic 
town of Waynesville is only minutes away 
and nearby Asheville is home of the 
world-famous Biltmore Estate. 

On July 14, all participants of the 
ashram are invited to help celebrate Dr. 

Bill Berg’s 100th birthday. Berg, a long¬ 
time friend of E. Stanley Jones, is one of 
four founders of the Christian Ashram. 

Registration for the event is $60 per 
person (ages 21 and over) and $30 per per¬ 
son (ages 6-20). The maximum family reg¬ 
istration fee is $150. 

A preliminary registration fee of $10 
per person is due by Feb. 1, 2010. This fee 
will be applied to your full registration 
cost. All fees should be mailed to: B. 
Fosmire, NACA Registrar, P. O. Box 85, 
Flat Rock, NC 28731. The email address is 
bfosmire @ chrisitianashram.org 

Room reservations must be made 
directly with the Lake Junaluska Camp and 
Conference Center at (800) 452-2881. 

Each room holds up to four persons and 
rates vary on the number of people in the 
room. Meals are $29 per person per day. 

For more information, contact Rev. 
Jimmie Pyles, general secretary of the 
United Christian Ashram, at UCA@chris- 
tianashram.org. 

SLU Wesley seeks 
music director 

Full-time position for Music 
Director at the Wesley Foundation at 
Southeastern La. University requires 24 
months of training as part of a sympho¬ 
ny orchestra; six months experience as 
a music director; be proficient in violin 
and piano; have high level of musical 
performance skills and knowledge of 
music theory. Candidate will direct and 
conduct instrumental performances by 
orchestras and choirs; select and per¬ 
form solo performances for worship 
services; accompany solo vocalists; and 
organize and lead a choir. Rate of pay: 
$17.87 per hour. Job locations: 

Hammond and Springfield, La. Send 
resume to 307 W. Dakota St., 

Hammond, LA 70401 




Customized Year-End Giving Brochures 


RETHINK:£WA NGELISM 

A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 


M embers of your church can 

celebrate ihe end of the year with 
a gift before December 31 and enjoy a 
charitable tax deduction and valuable tax 
savings on this year's lax return. 

Order your customized ‘End of Year Gift 
Ideas’ brochure to learn about the variety 
ol gilt options that can provide donors 
income lor life and help your church. 

■ Tri-fold color brochures 

* Remind your members of the 
benefits of an end-of-year gift 

• $69 per 100 brochures + shipping 

Call us for a 
free sample brochure! 


( 225 ) 346-1535 ( 800 ) 256-9317 

information^/ umf.org 
wwvv. u mfgiving.org 


What ff we began to RETHINK* EVANGELISM? 


What if w« understood that evangelism begins with Nitenmg? What rf 
we begin Co rethink evangelism as a way of life rather than a tpedfk set 
of practices? What If we understood evangelism to be anything we do 
Lq help another person move daser to a relatinnship with Cad? 


■ tamp-ole will help us ■“tin to rethink evangelism. With humor, 
, inti ejiperieiTce DlS Ctfilpala will Energize and equnp you ffii 

- ^ . , J __ _ _I it I _ ...111. _ >1._ 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

"Whuv hiiilh and Come loguhkx" 


Dr. Tony Campolo, professor emeritus at Eastern Uni¬ 
versity, is the founder of the Evangelical Association for 
the Pro mot-on of Education* a n organization that devel¬ 
ops schools and social programs in various third world 
countries and in cities across North America. He is the 
author of 35 books, his latest three being, "Letters bo a 
Young Evangelical/ 1 'The God of Intimacy and Action" 
and Ills most recent release is "Red Letter Christians, A 
Citizen’s Guide to Faith and Politics.^ 


Sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Conference 
Conference Beard of Dhqplestiip 
Conference Beard <?f Laity 
Conference Ministry Teim 


RETHINK: EVANGELISM: 

Dr - Tony Gampalc, Keynote Speaker 
Saturday, November 14, 2009 
The Alexandria Riverfront Center 
gjoDBjn^Jonpjn- 


REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Before September 15: £20 

After September 15; $2$ 

At the door; $30 

Lunch Js Included with registration. 


You may register online: www*rethFnfcevffrcgehsFTharg 


































For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 

at (225) 346-5193 
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Rethinking Church 



Come visit 
»PH\ HOUSE 
MONTH 


Loranger United Methodist Church, 
First UMC in Baton Rouge, and 
churches throughout the Baton 
Rouge District recently sponsored 
events and special Sundays aimed 
at attracting seekers, reaching out 
to local communities and increasing 
visibility for The United Methodist 
Church. Above, Loranger UMC used 
banners throughout the community 
to publicize Open House Month. A 
group from Moses Chapel UMC, top 
right, is shown enjoying United 
Methodist Day at the Zoo 6 09. Youth 
volunteers, right, helped out with 
yard cleanup during First UMC’s 
first annual community work day. 



Churches offer help and hospitality through events 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Local churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference are 
“rethinking” outreach and hospitality 
with new approaches within their com¬ 
munities. 

The month of September was truly 
“Open House Month” at Loranger United 
Methodist Church. 

Every Sunday in this Baton Rouge 
District church featured a special theme 
or activity designed to attract seekers and 


to reach out to the community at large. 

“Each week was sponsored by a dif¬ 
ferent group within the church,” said Rev. 
John Deschner, pastor of Loranger UMC. 
“These groups covered the cost of food 
and materials needed to put on the events 
we planned.” 

On Round-Up Sunday, held Sept. 6, 
worshippers and visitors were invited to 
wear Western-themed clothing. The fun, 
relaxed service was followed by a cook- 
out sponsored by an adult Sunday school 


class. 

The following week was Music 
Sunday, which featured a hymn sing, a 
performance by the children’s bell choir 
and special music. 

Public Servant Sunday, celebrated 
Sept. 20, was highlighted by a visit from 
local firefighters who brought equipment 
and vehicles to Loranger UMC. 
“Everyone enjoyed visiting with the fire¬ 
fighters. It gave people a chance to thank 

See Rethink, page 5 
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Bishop William W. Hutchinson, left, and Rev. Don Cottrill, provost, receive a 
plaque presented by Maribel Calvo congratulating the Louisiana Annual 
Conference for achieving the highest increase in church participation of desig¬ 
nated giving in 2008 in the South Central Jurisdiction of The United Methodist 
Church.Calvo serves El Mesias United Methodist Church and Hispanic ministries 
in Kenner and is chair of the Conference Board of Global Ministries. The award 
was presented during the Oct. 3 meeting of the Conference Ministry Team at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. Highlights of the meeting included discussions 
about the Town and Country initiative, plans for a conference-wide Rethink 
Church event, and the upcoming Rethink Evangelism program featuring Tony 
Campolo as keynote speaker. Members of the CMT broke into small discussion 
groups to talk about ways that the conference and local churches have met the 
needs set forth by the Four Foci targeted by the general church. Those foci 
include building new places for new people and renewing existing congrega¬ 
tions; stamping out killer diseases of poverty by improving health globally; the 
development of principled Christian leaders for the church and the world; and 
engaging in ministry with the poor. In the area of ‘new places,’ the group lifted up 
three new church starts in the Baton Rouge District and the more than $30,000 
that has been raised for new church starts through the ‘Doors of the Louisiana 
Conference’ poster sale; strides in improving global health through the deploy¬ 
ment of LAVIM medical teams worldwide, the recent HIV/AIDS testing pilot held in 
Baton Rouge, and the free clinic housed at Mt. Zion UMC in New Orleans; confer¬ 
ence initiatives like the the Academy for Spiritual Leadership, Discerner’s 
Academy and the Center for Pastoral Excellence;and ministry with the poor being 
done through numerous local churches involved in programs like Kid’s Hope. 


Bishop endorses CDC guidelines 
for churches dealing with flu 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson and 
Cabinet recommend that all pastors, 
churches and affiliated groups within the 
Annual Conference, and institutions of the 
Conference, follow the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) guidelines that are attached, 
and the instructions below. We further rec¬ 
ommend that you implement “Action Steps 
to Keep Your Business and Employees 
Healthy” with an eye to protecting all those 
involved in the ministry of your church: 

If you are in a household of a person 
with seasonal flu or HINI flu, do not 
attend church events until the fever has 
subsided for 48 hours. 

If you are hosting guests (volunteer 
teams) from out of your community and 
one of them becomes ill with fever, first 
quarantine the individual, and then send 
them home as soon as possible. 

Lay and clergy serving communion 
should visibly clean their hands with clean¬ 


er/sanitizer. This practice can be incorpo¬ 
rated during the act of confession as a litur¬ 
gical act. 

Pastors who become sick with flu like 
symptom shall stay home. In the case of 
Bible study, committee meetings, etc., 
where the pastor is the primary leadership 
the event should be rescheduled. When the 
pastor is not primary leadership, the event 
should carry on without the pastor. When 
the pastor is ill before a worship event, the 
lay leader (or other responsible leader) 
should be contacted to make arrangements 
for conducting the service. In the case of 
communion, the communion shall be 
rescheduled until a time when the pastor or 
other ordained elder clergy is available. 

We recommend that you, your loved 
ones, and the members of your congrega¬ 
tion, consult with their physicians to see if 
they can receive the HINI flu vaccine and 
the seasonal flu vaccine. 


Only 250 spaces remaining 
for Rethink Evangelism event 


There are only 250 spaces left for 
those planning to attend the Rethink 
Evangelism Day with Dr. Tony Campolo 
on Nov. 14. As of Oct. 12 there are 950 
persons registered for this event. Rethink 
Evangelism is designed to provide both 
time for presentations and for “table talk” 
among those attending. The limitation on 
participants will allow everyone to become 
personally involved in the conversation and 


the implementation of “rethinking” evan¬ 
gelism in their own setting and in their own 
lives. 

Register online at www.rethinkevange- 
lism.org or by sending the registration form 
to the Louisiana Conference Office, The 
United Methodist Church, 527 North 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802; Attn: 
Rethink Evangelism Registration. 


Congress on Evangelism 2010 
slated Jan. 5-8 in New Orleans 


The Congress on Evangelism 2010 will 
be held Jan. 5-8 at the Roosevelt Hotel in 
New Orleans. “Restore, Rebuild, Renew” 
is the theme for this year’s congress, which 
is sponsored by the Council on Evangelism 
and the General Board of Discipleship with 
the support of The Foundation for 
Evangelism. 

The congress meets every January at 
different locations presenting motivational 
speakers and workshops based on evangel¬ 
ism. 

Featured speakers for this year’s event 
include William Young, author of The 
Shack; Rudy Rasmus, pastor of St. John’s 
UMC in Houston; Bishop Minerva 
Carcano, Desert Southwest Conference; 
Kenda Creasy Dean, associate professor of 
Youth, Church and Culture at Princeton 
Theological Seminary; Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson, Louisiana Conference; Jim 
Walker, Hot Metal Bridge in Pittsburg, Pa.; 
and Bishop Will Willimon, North Alabama 
Conference. Bishop Willimon will begin 
each morning with a study from the best 
seller The Wesley Study Bible. 

Special Hispanic-Latino sessions will be 
offered for United Methodist leaders in the 
Hispanic/Latino ministry area, as well as 
those seeking to expand their knowledge of 
this growing population. Workshops 
include a variety of topics including 
Hospitality that Leads to a Return Visit, 
Building Bridges to the Kingdom of God, 


Making Sustainable Youth Ministry 
Happen in the World, Leadership 
Development and Small Groups for Small 
Churches. 

Rev. Darryl Tate, executive director for 
the La. United Methodist Disaster 
Response Ministry, along with Rev. 
Ramonalynn Bethley, New Orleans District 
Superintendent, will conduct a workshop 
that explores connecting church and com¬ 
munity through disaster response. 

Those attending the congress will have 
the opportunity to work on home rebuilds 
in New Orleans, which is still recovering 
from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
Participants are encouraged to work on 
these rebuild projects before or following 
The Congress on Evangelism. To sign up, 
contact Rev. Tate at (225) 346-5193 or 
laumdisastermin @ bellsouth.net 

The Foundation for Evangelism pro¬ 
vides a limited number of scholarships for 
the event to first-time attendees. 

A registration form is required for each 
individual attending the congress. Register 
online at www.CongressOnEvangelism.org 
at a rate of $170 per person, $210 per cou¬ 
ple. Reservations for hotel accommoda¬ 
tions must be handled individually by call¬ 
ing (504) 648-1200 or online at 
www.CongressOnEvangelism.org/lodging 
The group code is “COE”; a special room 
rate of $109 per night is currently available 
for the group. 
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United Methodist Student Day offering slated Nov. 29 


The United Methodist Student Day 
offering, scheduled for Nov. 29, makes it 
possible for the church to award scholar¬ 
ships and loans to deserving United 
Methodist students. Each year 10 percent 
of the funds go back to the annual confer¬ 
ences for merit scholarship awards. Annual 
conferences participating in the Rebate 
Program may award one or more merit 
scholarships to United Methodist students 
who reside in the conference and attend a 
United Methodist related college or univer¬ 
sity. 

The General Board of Higher Education 
& Ministry celebrates that by December, 
the office will have awarded more than $6 
in scholarships and loans to over 3,000 
United Methodist undergraduate and gradu¬ 
ate students. 

Bronx church and 

It is a story as old as the Gospel parable 
of the rich man’s banquet and as new as the 
$1.5 billion sports palace where the New 
York Yankees are making another run at 
the World Series. 

Through a partnership with a small 
United Methodist church and an antipover¬ 
ty think tank, the latest incarnation of 
Yankee Stadium — complete with 51 luxu¬ 
ry suites, $2,500 box seats, a members-only 
restaurant, martini bar and a concierge to 
assist with theater tickets or restaurant 
reservations — also is catering to the hun¬ 
gry- 

The uneaten hot dogs, hamburgers, 
sushi and other food from game days are 
being packaged up and sent for immediate 
distribution to neighborhood feeding cen¬ 
ters, such as one six blocks away at 166th 
Street near Woodycrest Avenue. 

Neither will eradicate the poverty that 
exists in the southwest Bronx. Not the 
church, which can fit 180 worshippers in 
the pews of a sanctuary built in 1913. Nor 
the ball club, which often has more than 
50,000 fans on game day. 

But together, these two institutions - the 
“little church with the big heart,” as one 
member calls it, and an iconic American 
sports franchise - are taking a small step to 
reach out to one another and narrow the 
gap between the economic haves and have- 
nots in their neighborhood. 

In the glory days of October, as the 
Yankees pursue their 40th American 
League pennant and 27th World Series 
championship, Woodycrest United 
Methodist has its own dreams: expanding 
its ministries with a community center, sen¬ 
ior citizen housing, day care. 

A half-dozen blocks away from the 
glare of the baseball playoffs, a light of 
hope is shining a little brighter in the 
Bronx. 

Nearly a decade after Woodycrest dedi¬ 
cated its church building, a crowd of 
74,200 watched Babe Ruth hit a three-run 
homer against the Boston Red Sox on April 
18, 1923, at what became commonly 
known as “the house that Ruth built.” 

For years, both the church and the stadi¬ 
um reflected the mostly Irish and Eastern 
European middle-class neighborhood 
around it. In the late 1950s, the first ethnic 


A preliminary list of Louisiana Annual 
Conference student recipients of loans and 
scholarships is presented here. Listed by 
their local churches, they include: Michael 
Baham, Troy Broulliette and Joshua Frick 
from Aldersgate UMC, Slidell; Marissa 
Teauseau, Asbury UMC, Bossier City; 
Jason Harris, NewSong UMC, Prairieville; 
Jomel Whittington, Trinity UMC, Baldwin; 
Joshua Bouligney, Bethany UMC, New 
Orleans; Jessica Lowe, Christ UMC, 
Shreveport; Renwick Clivens and Simone 
Greene from Cornerstone UMC, New 
Orleans; Ellen LeCroix, First UMC, 
Alexandria; Elizabeth Ingram, First UMC, 
Baton Rouge; Victor Anderson, First 
UMC, Bossier City; Britney Wimer, First 
UMC, DeRidder; Tiffany Ringuette, First 
UMC, LaPlace; Hannah Grantham, First 

major league ball 

minority groups began to move into the 
area. Within a decade, Woodycrest was a 
predominantly black congregation. 

When Frankie Hailey moved from 
Liberty, S.C., to Highbridge as a new bride 
in 1969, her aunt instructed her to join 
Woodycrest church. “That’s where you are 
needed,” she told her. 

Hailey, now 66, quickly became a regu¬ 
lar, taking on the role of organist a couple 
of years later. Back then, the “well-kept” 
neighborhood included a thriving shopping 
district on Ogden Avenue with two super¬ 
markets, a children’s store, furniture store 
and a number of other businesses. “We had 
just about everything in this neighborhood 
at one time,” she recalls. 

In 2002, the Rev. Denise Pickett was 
assigned to Woodycrest by the United 
Methodist New York Annual (regional) 
Conference.Pickett started a Bread Basket 
program to feed the poor. 

The oldest of six girls, Pickett, 53, was 
devoted to her grandmother, Ruby Gantt, 
and her grandmother was devoted to 
Metropolitan Community United Methodist 
Church at 126th Street and Madison 
Avenue in Harlem. The entire family 
would travel from Brooklyn most Sundays 
to worship there. Administering to the spir¬ 
itual and physical needs in Highbridge was 
ideal for the mission-minded New Yorker. 

“Denise has a huge heart for reaching 
out to people who live on the margins,” 
says the Rev. James “K” Karpen, a fellow 
pastor who has known Pickett since the late 
1980s, when they worked in camping min¬ 
istries together. “She has a real gift when it 
comes to creating community in tough situ¬ 
ations. Not everyone can do that.” 

Woodycrest’s Bread Basket program, 
created about five years ago, offers a free 
hot meal and assorted take-home goodies 
each Wednesday noon. “The whole concept 
around this ministry is we’re not just offer¬ 
ing bread for the physical body, we’re 
offering the bread of life,” Pickett explains. 

For the 100 or so people who form the 
line that extends along the outside entrance 
to the church’s basement social hall, the 
weekly meal is not just a free lunch. It’s 
about gathering with others in the commu¬ 
nity, about sharing a blessing. 

Kenny Wood, 56, a church member and 
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Bread Basket volunteer who lives in the 
nearby Highbridge Houses, credits Pickett 
and Woodycrest with helping him get his 
life back on track and becoming a role 
model for his grandchildren. “People look 
at me now and they know I’m affiliated 
with something positive.” 

For too many years, that feeling of 
belonging eluded him. “I grew up in a time 
when I fell victim to drugs,” he explains. “I 
wanted to fit in and I got lost. My life just 
plummeted down so bad.” 

A neighborhood resident, off and on, 
since he was 17, Wood sometimes would 
sit in Nelson Playground nearby and listen 
to the sweet singing emanating from the 
church across the street. But he wasn’t 
ready to participate until one day, about 
five or six years ago. He was “fresh from 
treatment” for his drug addiction and 
encountered Pickett in front of the church. 
She invited him inside. 

“When I finally made it through the 
door, God did something,” says the retired 
sanitation worker, tears coming to his eyes 
at the memory. “He made a change in my 
life.” 

Wood, who assists with the distribution, 
is glad to see the Yankees giving back to 


Kenner; Sara Gardner, McGuire UMC, 
West Monroe; Fonda Nero, Mt. Zion 
UMC, Clinton; Nerrissa Mitchell, Philips 
Memorial UMC, New Orleans; Emily 
Knox, St. Charles UMC, Destrehan; 
Jasmine Frank and Vince Lands, St. Mark 
UMC, Baton Rouge; Shelton Berry, Scott 
UMC, Port Allen; Amanda Klipsch and 
Jessica Lehman, St. Timothy on the 
Northshore UMC, Mandeville; Austin 
Rinehart, St. Andrew’s UMC, Sterlington; 
Xavier Myers and Abril Myers, St. Paul 
UMC, Shreveport; Kenneth Williams, 
Trinity UMC, Ruston; Renisha Converse, 
Wesley UMC, Napoleonville; and Kathryn 
Davis, Zachary UMC, Zachary. 

Please give generously to the United 
Methodist Student Day offering on Nov. 
29! 


their own neighborhood. “It shows they do 
care,” he says. 

The partnership is facilitated by Rock 
and Wrap it Up, an organization started in 
1990 by Syd Mandelbaum, who asked rock 
bands to donate leftover prepared food 
from concerts to local charities. The con¬ 
cept has since spread to 31 sports teams, 
including eight in the New York metropoli¬ 
tan area. 

Being able to share this food has helped 
the church fulfill the commandment of 
Jesus to “feed my sheep,” a scriptural mes¬ 
sage that Pickett takes “very seriously,” 
according to Hailey. 

A half hour before the service begins, 
Woods, dressed in a suit with a cross stud 
earring in one earlobe, offers an impromptu 
prayer. “We want to do the best that we can 
do for you, Lord, as we reach out to oth¬ 
ers,” he says. 

While others across the nation tuned in, 
church members haven’t been able to 
watch the first two games of the playoff 
battle between the Yankees and the 
Minnesota Twins. 

Shortly after the first pitch on Oct. 7, 
Pickett and her congregation began a three- 
night revival. 



club ‘rethink’ the fight against hunger 
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TARP project offers disaster response opportunities for youth 


Last September, residents of South 
Louisiana braced themselves as Hurricane 
Gustav barreled along the coastline, hoping 
it wouldn’t be another Katrina. The eye of 
the storm came ashore in the coastal com¬ 
munity of Cocodrie in Terrebonne Parish. 
Though Cocodrie is just 80 miles southeast 
of New Orleans and received its share of 
damage from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, 
residents claimed Gustav was the worst 
storm they had ever seen. During the 
height of the storm, Terrebonne Parish 
experienced winds at 110 mph and a storm 
surge of 12 feet. Less than two weeks 
later, Hurricane Ike brought more wind, 


rain, and flooding to the area. 

Though the damage from these storms 
was especially severe, this was not an 
uncommon occurrence for residents of 
Terrebonne Parish. Year after year these 
families face the threat of another hurricane 
devastating their homes and changing the 
course of their lives. This threat became a 
reality for thousands of residents following 
the storms of 2008. Less than half of all 
residents of Terrebonne Parish carried ade¬ 
quate flood insurance to cover the damage 
done to their homes, and many of them 
would be unable to make the needed 
repairs on their own. In effort to provide 


the needed help, First United Methodist 
Church of Baton Rouge created Terrebonne 
Area Restoration Project (TARP). TARP 
was created to provide home repair and 
restoration at no cost to homeowners. 

TARP provides the opportunity for teens 
to serve as the hands and feet of Christ 
while growing in their faith through devo- 
tionals and worship and meeting friends 
from across the country who also have a 
heart for service. Volunteers are asked to 
commit one week of their summer to our 
project to make a difference that will last a 
lifetime. 

Last summer, over 300 teens from 14 


states across the country traveled to 
Terrebonne Parish to serve. Through their 
11,470 hours of service, 15 homes were 
restored. Yet the need still remains. From 
roofing to foundations and everything in 
between, homes and lives must be rebuilt; 
and TARP needs your help to do it! 

TARP is now accepting registrations for 
the summer of 2010. The project begins 
the week of June 6 and continues through 
July 31. For more information, visit 
www.thebluetarp.com or contact Laurie 
Byland at (225) 383-4777 or 

laurie.byland@firstmethodist.org. 




TARP provides the opportunity for teens to serve as the hands and feet of Christ 
while growing in their faith through devotionals and worship and meeting friends 
from across the country. Volunteers are asked to commit one week of their sum¬ 
mer to disaster recovery work. TARP is accepting applications for Summer 2010. 


Event slated Oct. 25 celebrates construction of children’s home 


“Celebration for the Children”, a special 
event to celebrate the start of construction 
of the new Southwest Louisiana Methodist 
Children’s Home, will be held on Sunday, 
Oct. 25 from 4-6 p.m. This old-fashioned, 
camp style meeting and outdoor hymn-fest 
service will be held at the construction site 
which is located near the intersection of 
Highway 27 and Houston River Road, 
north of Sulphur. The celebration, which is 
open to the public, is hosted by the Lake 
Charles District. 

Testimonies will be presented by former 
residents of the Children’s Home in 
Ruston, along with a brief message from 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson. Children 
from area United Methodist churches will 
perform in a musical presentation. After 
the outdoor service, lemonade and ice 
cream will be served. 

Chairs will be provided; however, those 
attending are invited to bring a lawn chair. 


In the event of rain, the event will be 
moved to Henning Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 404 S. Huntington 
Street in Sulphur. 

Lewing Construction Co., Inc. of Lake 
Charles began construction on the new 
children’s home July 23; completion is 
anticipated for the fall of 2010. A residen¬ 
tial facility and an administrative building 
will be constructed on the 40-acre site. 

The home is designed to accomodate chil¬ 
dren ages 10-17. 

The destruction of the children’s home 
in New Orleans by Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita raised the need for an additional chil¬ 
dren’s home in southwest Louisiana. The 
dream became a reality with a sizeable 
financial gift from the Henning family. 

For additional information, please call 
Doug Hall at (985) 860-5247 or go to 
www.lmch.org 



Testimonies will be presented by former residents of the Children’s Home in 
Ruston, along with a brief message from Bishop William W. Hutchinson, during 
“Celebration for the Children” slated Oct. 25. The event celebrates the start of 
construction of the new Southwest Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home. 
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Pictured counterclockwise, top right, Rev. John Deschner of Loranger UMC is 
shown with local firefighters and children of the church during Public Servant 
Sunday on Sept. 20. Diane Pickholtz and Brooke Dynes blow up balloons that 
were given away during United Methodist Day at the Zoo ‘09, held Oct. 4. 
Volunteers with FaithWorks, sponsored by First UMC in Baton Rouge, install 
playground equipment at the Battered Women’s Shelter. An enthusiastic group of 
youth from First UMC in Zachary braved the rain to enjoy the recent day at the 
Baton Rouge Zoo. Bibles, shown right, were given away to all worshippers dur¬ 
ing Loranger UMC’s recent Bible Sunday, one of the special events held during 
Open House Month. 


Rethink, from page 1 
them for their service to the community,” 
said Rev. Deschner, who added that cook¬ 
ies made by the congregation were present¬ 
ed to the men. 

Perhaps the most remarkable celebra¬ 
tion was Bible Study, held on the final 
Sunday in September. Every person that 
attended worship that day was given a 
copy of the New Believer’s Study Bible 
(NT). “These Bibles are very affordable,” 
said Rev. Deschner. “They can be ordered 
for $2.75 each at www.biblesatcost.com .” 
Recipients were encouraged to give the 
Bibles as gifts to others, if they felt they 
already had enough for their own use. 

Planners coordinated Bible Sunday to 
coincide with the annual United Methodist 
Men’s jambalaya fundraiser. “We were able 
to publicize both events together and maxi¬ 
mize the crowd,” said Rev. Deschner. 

The church made a strong effort to 
invite the public to this month-long series 
of events. Special banners were made and 
posted at the church and in several key 
locations around Loranger. “We produced 
flyers that were distributed at church and 
through local businesses. A bulletin insert 
was produced which promoted all the 
events. The insert was printed on card 
stock and members were encouraged to 
give or mail the card to a neighbor or 
friend,” said Rev. Deschner. 

Coordinators believe that the month was 
so successful because church members 
took the time to extend personal invitations 
to people they knew. “We encouraged them 
to tell their friends, and they really made 


the effort to do so. I really feel that because 
groups in the church were so involved in 
the planning and implementation of the 
events that they felt ownership and took the 
extra steps to make it a success. Comparing 
this to previous attempts, the personal invi¬ 
tation was much more effective than 
avenues like direct mail. People want to 
know that it is important to someone that 
they visit.” 

Methodist Day at the Zoo 

The rain may have dampened the 
ground, but it didn’t dampen the spirits of 
those who enjoyed United Methodist Day 
at the Zoo ‘09. Held Oct. 4 at the Baton 
Rouge Zoo, this district-wide outreach 
event served as a pilot for future zoo days. 
Collaborating on the planning were repre¬ 
sentatives from First United Methodist 
Church in Gonzales, St Francisville UMC 
and Ingleside, Broadmoor, Neeley, First 
and Jefferson UMCs, all located in Baton 
Rouge. Balloons printed with the event 
logo were handed out to visitors to the zoo 
and craft tables were set up in the spacious 
pavilion located at the entrance of the facil¬ 
ity. The pavilion provided a welcome 
respite for 100 participants from the gentle 
rainfall. Participating churches fellow- 
shipped and visited with passing folks who 
joined them at the pavilion. 

First UMC’s FaithWorks 

First UMC in Baton Rouge held its first 
annual community workday on Saturday, 
Oct. 3. Choosing from 14 different oppor¬ 
tunities, 170 volunteers from the church 
went to homes and non-profits agencies in 
the community and surrounding area to 
assist with a variety of projects. 
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Join BishopWilliamW. Hutchinson end 
his wife Kay Hutchinson for 

The Louisiana Annual Conference 
Holy Land Classic 2010 

Visit Jerusalem, Galilee, Bethlehem and Jerico 
Departing January 12,2010 for 10 days of Biblical 
Discovery 

Price ranges from $2,248 to $2,398 depending on your city 

of departure 

Travel to: 

The Mount of the Beatitudes 
The River Jordan 
N azareth, Jesus' boyhood home 
T he cave revered as the place of Jesus' birth in Bethlehem 
The Garden ofGethsemane 
TheVia Dolorosa 

Trip extensions available at the end of 10 days include: 

Cairo and the Route of the Exodus 
Wonders of Egypt and Luxor 
Nile Cruise 

Wonders of Jordan and Petra 

For more information contact 
Rev. Don Cottrill or Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646 
Register online via credit card or check at www.eo.trav- 

elwithus.com 


Join Bishop William Hutchinson 
and the Louisiana Annual Conference 

for The Oberammergau Passion Play 2010 
in Bavaria, Germany 
as part of a 9-day European Adventure 
(departs Aug. 24, 2010) 

Watch the passion of Jesus in moving and stirring music. 
Take part in this 370-year old tradition staged in the breath 
taking beauty of the Alps. 

Visit huge abbeys and grand churches in the fellowship with 
other Christian travelers. 

Travel to Germany, Austria and Italy, with options for trip 
extensions in Italy, Switzerland and Vienna/Prague. 

For more information contact Rev. Don Cottrill or 
Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646 

Register online via credit card or check at www.eo.trav- 

elwithus.com 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


2009 W. T. Handy Convocation 

Friday, Nov. 20 - Saturday, Nov. 21 
Dillard University 
2601 Gentilly Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

To register contact 

the Louisiana Conference Office of Multicultural Ministries 
(225) 346-1646 or (225) 747-2753 

Registration: $35.00 
Make checks payable to 
La. Annual Conference 

For lodging, make reservations by calling the 
Superdome Holiday Inn 
330 Loyola Ave 
New Orleans, La. 

Call (504) 581-1600 

Room Rate: $90 per night 
(ask for group rate- W. T. Handy Convocation) 

For information about the Youth and Young 
Adult component of the W. T. Handy 
Convocation, contact the Office of 
Multicultural Ministries. 

The group Soul Fruit will be featured in 
concert the Saturday night of the Youth and 
Young Adult event. 


User-friendly handbook details 
church’s mission, beliefs and structure 


United Methodist Communications 
announces the publication of the 2009-12 
edition of The United Methodist handbook, 
a 48-page, colorful publication filled with 
comprehensive information about The 
United Methodist Church and the ways it 
lives out its global mission. The handbook 
is available at no charge. 

“This handbook is an invaluable 
resource for church leaders, members, and 
those who are new to the church,” said the 
Rev. Larry Hollon, chief executive of 
United Methodist Communications. “It 
captures the essence of what it means to be 
a United Methodist, showing who we are, 
where we’ve been, and where we’re 
going.” 

Themed with the mission of “making 
disciples for the transformation of the 
world,” the 2009-12 handbook prominently 
features The United Methodist Church’s 
“Four Areas of Focus.” The focus areas are 
key ministries affirmed and adopted by the 
2008 General Conference, which include: 
developing principled Christian leaders for 
the church and the world; creating new 
places for new people and renewing exist¬ 
ing congregations; engaging in ministry 


with the poor; and stamping out the killer 
diseases of poverty by improving health 
globally. The handbook describes current 
needs within each area, and outlines the 
denomination’s strategies for meeting those 
challenges. 

Additionally, new for 2009-12 are 
detailed maps of central and jurisdictional 
annual conferences that show more fully 
how our connectional church serves around 
the world. Content also includes the mis¬ 
sion and beliefs of United Methodists, the 
church’s basic organization, and its histo¬ 
ry. Giving and online learning opportuni¬ 
ties are highlighted, too. 

“This handbook will assist you and your 
congregation to become more deeply 
acquainted with how The United Methodist 
Church lives out its mission every day,” 
wrote Bishop Gregory Palmer, President of 
the Council of Bishops. “You will find 
resources that will coach forward your 
vision and capacity to do God’s work in 
God’s wonderful world.” 

Copies of the handbook are available at 
www.umcgiving.org, or by calling (888) 
346-3862. 
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j| Open teats, 
f 1 -Opifn minds. 

IMPACT COMMUNITY 


GpernSocrs, 

RETHINKCHURCH 


Are you holding a 
Community Event 
in 2010? 

Beginning 2010, United Methodist Communications' Rethink Church 
initiative will partnei with Conferences, districts dud dusters ot churches to 
create impact Community events in their regions. The former Matching 
brants program has now changed to the impact community initiative and 
will affect more churches and seekers with the grant monies available. 



We will no longer match monies with a single church, but with clusters ot 



churches, districts or conferences. 


OPEN ONUNE 

APPLICATION 

PERIOD: 

Begins Nuv. i, zuuy 

CALL TOLL FREE: 

1-877-281-6535 

This new pruyi din encoui ayes The people ot The United Methodist Church 
to effect chdnye. ta<_h event will be as unique and diverse as the people 
who organize them, but theie die seveial basic elements that we envision 
being incorporated into d successful event experience. The composition ot 
the event day will reflect an opportunity for training specific to welcoming 
the community, a service project that meets the needs ot the community 
and includes community volunteers, is sustainable past the event day and 
has a celebration/worship component. 



United M ethodist communications will provide support by promoting the 
events through the gidnt and also through: 


EMAIL: 

impactCommunity 
@ umcorn.org 

• M edia planning, placement, design, customization and funds 

• Event planning resources and assistance 

• tvent registrution software 

• Public Relations tips and strategies 

• A training module specifically for event day volunteers. 


WEBSITE: 
RethinkChurch.org 
and click on 
Impact Community 

Effective November 1, zuuy, grant applications will be made available from 
the RethinkChurch.org website. I he application period will stay open yedi 
round or until all monies tor 2010 have been awarded. 

If you have dny questions, please contact us toll-free at 1-877-281-6535 
or email, www.impactcommunitv(a>umcorn.uru 



we are very excited to be joining our churches together to reach out to 


<&> 

communities in need as one church family, proving what we say we believe 
with what we do! 


* 

United Methodist 

M edia services, planning, estimates end pldtemem, die still available 



Funding sought for prison chapel at Rayburn Correctional Center in Angie 


The Louisiana Conference 
is planning an impact 
Community event for 
2010. Information on this 
event will be shared in 
the coming months. 

Louisiana Conference 
selected as pilot conference 
for scouting ministry 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The UM 
Scouting Ministries Committee has select¬ 
ed Louisiana Conference as a pilot confer¬ 
ence to test a volunteer position to help 
local churches establish and expand scout¬ 
ing ministry opportunities. 

Meeting last August, the committee 
noted that there are between 40 to 69 
churches in the Louisiana Conference and 
a volunteer district scouting coordinator 
cannot effectively work with that many 
congregations. 

Louisiana Conference has seven dis¬ 
tricts with varying numbers of churches. 
Acadiana District has 44 churches; 
Alexandria, 40; Baton Rouge, 59; Lake 
Charles, 38; Monroe, 56; New Orleans, 66; 
and Shreveport has 69 churches. 

In an average district, 14 or fewer 
churches sponsor one or more Scout units. 
District scouting coordinators spend most 
of their time resourcing the churches that 
already have scouting units; they seldom 
have the time to help the other churches 
understand how scouting can enrich the 
lives of their youth and reach non- 
churched members. 

“To say that our current model is 
flawed would be an understatement,” said 
Larry Coppock, director of scouting min¬ 
istries and youth-serving agencies for the 
General Commission on UM Men. He 
noted that most general church programs 
effectively reach the 488 district superin¬ 
tendents, but the programs seldom reach 
the 26,000 pastoral charges. 

The solution: a “Scouting Ministry 
Specialist.” 

Patterned similar to the Men’s Ministry 
Specialist, a Scouting Ministry Specialist 
will help up to three churches understand 
the importance of scouting and help them 
launch Cub packs, Girl and Boy Scout 
troops, and Venturing crews. They 
will :provide information about national 
awards, introduce churches to the God and 
Country series, encourage church leaders 
to attend regional and national training 
opportunities;. 

In order to become a Scouting Ministry 
Specialist, a candidate must provide proof 
of Youth Protection Training and/or take 
an online Sexual Ethics and Safe 
Sanctuaries course; show a record of 
scouting/youth ministry experience and 
submit registration of $10. 

The Scouting Ministry Committee is an 
arm of the Nashville-based General 
Commission on UM Men. 

For further information, contact 
LaNisha Sayles, at lsayles@gcumm.org 
(866) 297-4312 or the scouting website, 
w w w. gcumm. org/scoutingministry special¬ 
ists. 


The Louisiana Prison Chapel 
Foundation (LPCF) is in the process of 
building a chapel in Washington Parish at 
Rayburn Correctional Center in Angie, La. 

Currently, 11 chapels are fully function¬ 
ing around the state providing an environ¬ 
ment for faith and character based pro¬ 
grams to grow and flourish. 

United Methodists in Louisiana have 
been very generous in supporting LPCF 


and have been instrumental in making 
every one of the chapels a reality. The 
Baton Rouge District made the lead gift for 
the chapel at Louisiana Correctional 
Institute for Women, and churches in the 
Alexandria District played an important 
role in the building of the chapels at 
Avoyelles Correctional Center and 
Winnfield Correctional Center. 

Almost $400,000 has been raised for the 


Rayburn chapel. Another $100,000 is need¬ 
ed to complete the new building which 
includes a sanctuary, four classrooms and a 
chaplain’s office. The inmates at Rayburn 
have contributed nearly $7,000 themselves 
toward the project. 

For more information, contact Cindy 
Mann at (225) 346-1646 or (225) 931- 
3664. 
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Disaster response 
ministry aids FEMA 
trailer residents 

Nearly 3,000 people in Louisiana still 
live in FEMA trailers due to their homes 
being destroyed by Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. 

Louisiana’s United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry is now receiving grant 
funding from FEMA to assist almost a 
third of those people in moving out of 
those trailers and into a home of their own. 

This pilot case management program, 
authorized through the Louisiana Recovery 
Authority, will target over 900 cases scat¬ 
tered throughout the state. Regional offices 
have been set up in Lafayette and in New 
Orleans to handle the workload. This new 
program will be known as Louisiana 
United Methodist Case Management 
Assistance. Inc. 

The previous home of the Southeast 
Disaster Response Station, located on Reed 
Boulevard in New Orleans, is now being 
used for this case management operation. 
Operations for the Southeast station have 
been moved to the old Trinity UMC in 
New Orleans. 

Once case management is done, the 
Louisiana Housing Authority is commit¬ 
ting $3.2 million for rebuilding homes for 
these clients. 

The disaster response ministry, official¬ 
ly known as LA Conference of the UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc., has also been 
asked by Catholic Charities to take on 
nearly 500 clients for case management. 
These cases will be worked out of offices 
housed in First United Methodist Church 
in New Iberia. “Because our organization 
does such an effective job with case man¬ 
agement, Catholic Charities asked us to 
help with these clients. Catholic Charities 
will be funding the effort while we provide 
the managers and expertise,” said Rev. 
Darryl Tate, director. 

Advent candle lighting 
meditations available 
online 

A set of brief meditations with scrip¬ 
tures, reflections, and liturgies that may be 
used in lighting the candles of the Advent 
wreath in worship at church or home is 
available online. 

Each meditation uses one of the 2009 
Lectionary readings for that day. The read¬ 
ings are divided into sections that can be 
assigned to various persons participating, 
including the children. Suggested hymns 
from both The United Methodist Hymnal 
and The Faith We Sing are provided as an 
option to conclude each meditation. A link 
to a new hymn written for each Sunday of 
Advent is also provided. Permission is 
granted to download, copy, adapt, edit, and 
reprint for home or local church worship 
with the inclusion of the copyright citation 
on each copy. 

To access the meditations on the web 
go to: 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp7a 

ct=reader&itemid=47983 



Maxie Garrett recently purchased a “Doors of the Louisiana Annual Conference” poster to present to Haynesville United 
Methodist Church. Garrett is a member of the church. Ray Kilgore and his daughter-in-law Beverlee Killgore professionally 
framed the poster, which now hangs in the church. The poster, commissioned by Bishop William W. Hutchinson and pro¬ 
duced by the Conference Communications Department, is being sold to generate funding for new church starts within the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. Over $30,000 has been raised through poster sales, to date. Shown, left to right, are Rev. 
Dave Sheehan, pastor; Maxie Garrett, Ray Killgore and Beverlee Killgore. To purchase a poster visit www.la-umc.org 



Fall festivals, falling leaves 
and of course, 

annual campaigns! 


Enhance stewardship in your church 
this pledge season with “messages 
of faithfulness” from pastors in our 
Conference. Our new 


Free Stewardship 
Sermon Booklet 


includes 12 sermons plus other ideas 
for incorporating stewardship into 
your worship experience year-round. 


Call and ask for Messages of Faithfulness 
or request it from our website! 


^ UNITED METHODIST 

^ FOUNDATION 

1 ' - of Louisiana - 

'Where Faith and Money Come Together” 




It’s That Time Again! 


www.umf.org 





















For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 
at (225) 346-5193 



UM Men/ 3 



Bayou Blue UMC / 4 



Toy Mission / 7 
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United Methodist Women keeping hope alive in the Congo 


BY PAUL JEFFREY* 

Response, September 2009 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo 
could be the archetype for what Africans 
call the “resource curse” — the malady 
where impoverished people fare worst in 
countries with abundant natural resources. 


Yet United Methodist Women is helping 
impoverished families, women, children 
and youth in the Congo keep hope alive. 

With incredible wealth both above and 
below the ground, the Congo has a history 
of its resources benefiting everyone but the 
Congolese people. For decades the nation 


was the personal fiefdom of Belgium’s 
King Leopold. Later it became a Belgian 
colony. The Congolese won their independ¬ 
ence in 1960, but the country’s first demo¬ 
cratically elected prime minister, Patrice 

See Congo, page 5 


Hagar’s House 



After Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans in 2005, the numbers of homeless people in the city began to rise. 
First Grace United Methodist Church was approached by the city to help with the problem, and the church took in a 
group of homeless women in need of shelter. First Grace UMC has established a home and ministry for homeless 
women known as Hagar’s House. Pictured outside the shelter are Rev. Shawn Anglim, pastor; US-2 GBGM missionary 
Amanda Thrasher, who will serve at Hagar’s House; Angela Davis, House Coordinator; and Nichol Leubron musician 
and Hagar’s House volunteer. Thrasher was recently commissioned during an Oct. 13 service held in Connecticut. 

First Grace UMC sponsors shelter for homeless 


In August of 2005, Hurricane Katrina 
struck Louisiana’s Gulf Coast. The city of 
New Orleans was devastated by the storm, 
largely by flooding caused when levees 
were breeched. 

The storm displaced thousands in New 
Orleans and left behind a population of 
homeless persons that reaches unprece¬ 
dented levels for a U. S. city: one in 25 
residents. According to USA Today (2008 
article), there is an estimated 12,000 
homeless in the city, which accounts for 


4% of New Orleans’ estimated population 
of 302,000. The numbers were reported 
by the homeless advocacy group UNITY 
of Greater New Orleans, which added that 
the number is nearly double the pre- 
Katrina homeless count. 

After Katrina, a large number of those 
homeless began to camp under the 
Claiborne overpass on Interstate 10. In 
October of 2007, the city of New Orleans 
began taking steps to relocate the group 
into safer venues. 


When First Grace United Methodist 
was approached by the city to help with 
the problem, the church took in a group of 
homeless women in need of shelter. 

That action provided the seeds for what 
is now the church’s full-fledged ministry 
for homeless women in New Orleans. 

With the help of generous donations, the 
church was able to purchase and restore a 
spacious older home that will house the 

See Hagar’s House, page 8 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Before Being Extinguished 


On one of my recent preaching visits 
to one of our churches, I received a 
booklet that contained the history of the 
church written by several parishioners 
over a period of years. It also contained 
a list of the Pastoral History that was fun 
to review. The third thing it had was a 
biographical sketch of yours truly. For 
some odd reason, I read the bio that was 
printed. It all was pretty routine and then 
I came to a line that made me laugh 
aloud in the midst of the service. 

The line that caused the corners of my 
mouth to turn up and my eyes glisten 
with laughter was this: 

“Bishop Hutchinson has been 
involved in many facets of the United 
Methodist Church serving on numerous 
committees, boards and teams through¬ 
out his extinguished career.” 

My extinguished career! I know there 
are those who don’t believe I am the 
sharpest knife in the drawer, but extin¬ 
guished? I couldn’t help but laugh with 
the joy of interpretation and imagination! 

I was immediately reminded of “The 
Bucket List,” that wonderful movie that 
starred Jack Nicholson and Morgan 
Freeman, who determined they were 
going to make a list of all the things they 
wanted to do before they died or became 
too infirm to do them, and then they set 
out to accomplish them all. I understand 
their desire and “driven-ness.” In a 
sense I feel the same way. There are just 
so many things I want to do and accom¬ 
plish before my career becomes “extin¬ 
guished.” As the wag said, “Aspire to 
inspire before you expire.” 

I want to: 

Develop a church climate where peo¬ 
ple will want to come and come to know 
Jesus Christ - a church climate that is 
more concerned about others than about 
ourselves 

Make Professions of Faith an every¬ 
day occurrence, not an occasional mira¬ 
cle 

See every church become involved in 
a mission outreach beyond themselves 
(see the remaining articles in this issue 
for a great list of opportunities) 

Enable the Louisiana Annual 
Conference to become fully engaged in 
the Four Focus Areas: 

Development of Principled Christian 
Leaders 

Elimination of the Killer Diseases of 


Poverty 

Enable Ministry 
with the Poor 
Create New 
Places for New 
Faces (New Church 
Starts and 
Transformation of 
Existing Churches) 
Make the evan¬ 
gelizing of our culture standard, not spo¬ 
radic 

Make appointments that will better 
serve the mission of the church, “to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ for the transfor¬ 
mation of the world.” 

Reach more people, more diverse 
people, more young people 

Lower the average age of the active 
clergy and develop a church climate 
where “The Call” is a common phrase 
and a frequent happening 

Take EVERY Ordinand on a life¬ 
changing pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Develop a tithing church culture so 
our mission is never again determined by 
our limited resources 
And I also want to: 

Have more time with my family and 
friends just to enjoy the beauty of life 
Read more books; see more movies; 
attend more plays; visit more national 
parks; and eat more Mexican food 
Watch and glory in more sunsets and 
more sunrises 

Care for my body and soul and keep 
my health, both physical and spiritual as 
long as possible 

Are there other things? Of course 
there are! I’ll think of several once I 
have submitted this list to the Louisiana 
NOW! In fact, I guess that is the last 
one I would list: 

To remain flexible and pliable so my 
list continues to be refined and redirected 
What might you list for your life 
before you become “extinguished?” It’s 
something to ponder and for which to 
plan. Please join me in this incredible 
journey into tomorrow and before “extin¬ 
guished” applies to either of us! 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Gulf Shores condo available for retirees 


Retired clergy and surviving spouses of 
clergy are invited to use a condominium in 
Gulf Shores, Ala. for travel. 

The available dates for 2010 are listed 
here for first-time users or previous users 
who did not use the condo in 2009. 
Previous users can be put on a waiting list 
and will be notified one month prior to the 
week requested if the condo becomes 
available. 

Please note that the dates listed are 


available as of Oct. 15, 2009 but are sub¬ 
ject to change. 

Any reservation week runs from Friday 
at 4:00 p.m. to the following Friday morn¬ 
ing 8 a.m. For reservations and information 
call Patti Perkins in the conference office at 
(225) 346-1646. 

The current available dates are: January 
22, February 19, March 19, April 16, June 
11, July 9, September 3, October 1, 
November 26 and December 24. 


Churches urged to enroll for free 
Interpreter Magazine subscriptions 


Has your church completed the 2010 
Interpreter enrollment form yet? 

Make sure your church returns the 
Interpreter 2010 enrollment form for five 
complimentary print and five digital sub¬ 
scriptions before Nov. 20 to receive the 
January/February issue on time. 

Additional subscriptions are available 
for $8 each during enrollment time. 

We offer three different options for 


enrollment: 

Online: http://www.umcom.org/sub- 
scriptions/ 

Fax your updated enrollment forms to: 
(615) 742-5499. 

Mail updated forms to: Interpreter, PO. 
Box 440229, Nashville, TN 37244-0229. 

If you have any questions, please con¬ 
tact customer service at (888) 346-3862. 


Support Action Ministries 
grants deadline is Nov. 30 


Applications are now being received 
for Support Action Ministries (SAM) 
grants. The purpose of a SAM grant is to 
provide a portion of the initial funding nec¬ 
essary for a local church to establish a new 
mission project. A SAM Grant will not 
exceed $3,000 annually for three consecu¬ 
tive years. Recipients of SAM Grants 
must submit a re-application along with an 
attached financial audit at the end of each 
fiscal year in order for funding to be 
renewed. It is expected that during the 
three-year period of funding, recipient proj¬ 
ects will actively seek other sources of 
ongoing income in order to become a 
viable mission program of the local church. 


Priority for SAM Grant funding will be 
given to church-sponsored mission projects 
for local communities (includes projects by 
church-related institutions); local church 
youth or children’s programs; and salary 
supplements for mission project staff. No 
funds will be provided for transportation 
ministries, local church staff salaries, and 
day care programs. Please return the appli¬ 
cation (found under Documents and Forms 
on the home page of the conference web¬ 
site, www.la-umc.org) before the Nov. 30 
deadline to: Rachel Scott, 405 Teak Drive, 
Shreveport, LA 71115. Rachel can be 
reached at (318) 797-8721 or scottrl@bell- 
south.net 
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United Methodist Men strive to challenge ‘ROMEO’ status 


BY LINDA GREEN 

United Methodist Men wants to change 
the perception that its members are 
ROMEOs, or “Retired Old Men who Eat 
Out.” 

The men admit to enjoying their pan¬ 
cake breakfasts, their fish fries and their 
lunch and dinner meetings at restaurants or 
in church fellowship halls. 

But United Methodist Men also spent 
$15 million in missions projects at local 
churches last year. 

They are working hard to address one of 
the denomination’s major needs: recruiting 
young men to active church lives. 

Reaching out to new generations was a 
focus of the group’s national gathering in 
Nashville in July. 

Michael Stewart, 24, a member of West 
Grove United Methodist Church, 

Avondale, Pa., attended the conference for 
insight on how to start a men’s group in his 
area. 

“There is a lack of men in just about 
every aspect of church life,” Stewart said. 
“We need help. We need everybody.” 

Where have all the young men gone? 

The number one crisis in the American 
Protestant church today is a lack of men in 
the church and a lack of men growing spir¬ 
itually, said the Rev. David Adams, top 
executive of United Methodist Men. 

In the United States, there are 69 million 
men who do not know Christ, and the lack 
of men in worship and in men’s ministry 
groups is a dilemma affecting churches of 
all races and economic strata, he said. 



Michael Stewart 


For aging denominations such as the 
United Methodist Church, keeping and 
recruiting young men is a particular con¬ 
cern. The average age of United Methodist 
Men is unknown, but officials believe it is 
older than 57, the average age of a United 
Methodist. 

A major issue facing men’s ministry, 
officials say, are gender stereotypes sug¬ 
gesting either that church work is 
“women’s work” or that the role of men is 
to learn just to get along and do whatever 


tasks they are assigned. 

Sunday worship services in many 
churches are filled primarily with women 
and men’s ministry officials want to over¬ 
come the stigma that the church has 
become “demasculinized.” 

The Rev. Jacques Banks, pastor at 
Indian Head (Md.) United Methodist 
Church, believes older men must demon¬ 
strate to younger men “that being a man of 
God does not make one weak or prohibit a 
person from doing what they enjoy” as a 
way to make young men come to United 
Methodist Men. 

The point is not to compete with or 
replace women, according to Adams. “It is 
about how men can stand side by side with 
women to partner with the pastor to 
increase the Kingdom of God.” 

Statistics from the Commission on 


United Methodist Men indicate that when a 
man accepts Christ first in the family, the 
family follows him to church 93 percent of 
the time. 

“What this reveals is that if the church 
had an increase of men, there would also 
be more women and children,” Adams 
said. “It’s a win-win for God and the 
church.” 

The first step to bringing in more young 
men is reaching out, many observers said. 

If United Methodist Men is thought of 


in terms of evangelism rather than as a din¬ 
ing out club, the organization and the 
church will grow, leaders suggested. 

Bringing men into the church requires a 
“face-to-face explanation of what Christ 
has done in our lives and what Christ will 
do in their lives,” said Earle Harvey, a 
member of Peoples United Methodist 
Church, South Portland, Maine. Twelve 
men participate in the United Methodist 
Men’s group at his church and Harvey said 
it has been difficult to increase that number. 

Dwayne Hyman, 20, of Bryans Road, 
Md., said men his age are not in church 
because of the myriad distractions keeping 
them from coming to know God. 

But, he said, learning to be “a real man” 
in the church is part of his journey of self- 
discovery. 

Justin Perez, 17, of Norristown, Penn, is 



Dwayne Hyman 

a member of United Methodist Men 
because it helps him further his faith and 
enhance his relationship with God. He rec¬ 
ommended that churches offer more sports 
activities for youth and talk about God dur¬ 
ing those activities. “Young men are not in 
church because it does not appeal,” he said. 

Steven White, 16, agrees the church 
needs more activities that are relevant to 
young men. 

“It would make us more active and want 
to come and learn more about Jesus,” said 
White, a member of Glenwood United 
Methodist Church, Wyandotte, Mich. 

A recent study on the younger 
unchurched and the churches that reach 
them points out that young adults need 
cross-generational relationships. Mature 
adults can challenge their younger counter¬ 
parts to move on to maturity through 
friendship, wisdom, and support. 

According to the Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership, the study concluded 
that young adults want to be a part of 
something bigger than themselves and are 
looking to be a part of a place where they 
can make a difference through acts of serv¬ 
ice. 

Ellsworth McCampbell, a member of 
Bethel United Methodist Church, Flint, 
Mich., said church members and men 
should move beyond their comfort zones 
and invite young men in. 

“Young men are not going to come in 
by themselves,” McCampbell said. “If we 
as men care enough and love enough for 
what we represent, then we can get the job 
done.” 



United Methodist Men hold hands in prayer at their national gathering in 
Nashville in July. United Methodist Men are seeking ways to encourage younger 
men to participate in the organization to bring men back to the church. 


Local churches should update national and conference Find-a-Church 


BY TIM HEBERT 
CONFERENCE WEBMASTER 

The national church’s effort - Find-a- 
Church - can be found at the national web¬ 
site (umc.org) by a forwarding address 
http://www.find-a-church.org/ or the actual 
address http ://archives .umc.org/Directory/ 
ChurchDirectory.asp?ptid= 1 &mid=222. 
Every U.S. UM church in the denomina¬ 
tion has a page created by data submitted 
by the annual conferences. The informa¬ 
tion already placed there by umc.org is 
based on information from the conference 
office and our website. 

Every church needs to make sure their 
information is up-to-date and accurate. 
Once you find your church, in the lower 
right-hand portion of the page click on the 
link “Update Your Church Information.” 
Enter your name, email, and phone num¬ 


ber. You can enter your church’s six digit 
GCFA ID number (it is now optional, 
though it used to be mandatory) to help 
them in confirming your identity. 

It allows you to make changes in most 
things on your page (except for the mailing 
address), but the information is checked by 
a person before the change is made to 
assure that the correction is valid. 

Once you submit changes, they should 
be made online within seven business 
days. They can be contacted at 
fac@umcom.org or by calling 1-800-251- 
8140. PowerPoint 

http ://archives .umc .org/Directory/FACupda 
teguide.ppsx and PDF 
http ://archives .umc .org/Directory/FACupda 
teguide09.pdf tutorials are available online. 

There is a link to the national find-a- 
church site from the main churches page 


http://www.laumc.org/index.php ?option=co 
m_content&view=article&id=51 &Itemid= 
57 at our conference site. 

Find a Church/Clergy Database at 

la-umc.org 

On every web page of the conference 
site, in the left-hand column, is a search for 
churches and clergy. In the first box, you 
type the word for which you are looking. 

If you don’t select a field in the second 
(drop-down) box, it will search for that 
word in all fields. You can select a specif¬ 
ic field in that second box (pastor’s last 
name, district, charge, church name, city, 
zip code) to be more specific in your 
search. 

The data for this search engine was gen¬ 
erated from the Mission Southwest data. It 
contains the church, appointed pastor, pas¬ 
tor’s email, church address/phone/fax/ 


email, website link, and link to that 
church’s historical register page. If there is 
an error or an update needs to be made, 
please contact Tim at tim@la-umc.com or 
timhebert61 @ comcast.net. 

Since the current database was original¬ 
ly generated years ago and has been updat¬ 
ed a record at a time by hand, errors have 
probably arisen. We are working on regu¬ 
larly updating the online database to reflect 
the most current Mission SW data. While 
the current database has only active clergy 
appointed to churches and deacons, we are 
looking at adding extension ministries and 
retirees. Once that is done, if 
errors/updates are submitted to the Mission 
SW database then they will be reflected the 
next time the online database is regenerat¬ 
ed (at least monthly). 
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Bayou Blue UMC 

The United Methodist Women of Bayou 
Blue United Methodist Church in Houma 
held their 13th annual social devotional on 
Sept. 29. The event included a covered 
dish dinner, above, with special guests 
Jamie Billiot, executive director of the 
Dulac Community Center, and Louise 
Billiot, leader of the Native American 
Youth Eagle Dancers from Dulac. The 
keynote for the evening was Corine Paulk, 
who spoke of her early life growing up in 
south Louisiana as a Houma Indian. Paulk 
shared about what the Dulac United 


Methodist mission and teachers meant to 
her life. She provided a large display of 
Indian artifacts and contributed maque 
choux and fry bread, both native dishes, to 
the dinner 

Bayou Blue UMC has been providing 
financial help to the family of Cohen 
Lirette, a one-year old cancer survivor. 
Cohen’s grandmother spoke on his behalf, 
thanking the group for the support. A total 
of 51 women from Houma, Thibodaux, 
Golden Meadow and surrounding areas 
enjoyed the celebration. 



Moss Bluff UMC 



The UMW of Moss Bluff UMC hosted 
“UMW S.P.A.A. DAY: Spiritual, Physical 
and Attitude Adjustments” on Sept. 26 
from 9 a.m.-12 n.n in the church’s 
Community Center. 

UMW members invited church mem¬ 
bers, ladies visiting the church, friends and 
relatives to relax and enjoy presentations 
that addressed the spiritual, physical and 
personal areas of our lives. 

Shoes were checked at the door and par¬ 
ticipants were provided with “footie” slip¬ 
pers created by Vemadine Shouse. A num¬ 
ber of door prizes were awarded during the 
event. 

Presenters offered suggestions for the 
care of skin and nails; nutrition facts and 


diet myths; a fashion accessory forecast; 
and stress relief through reflexology and 
massage. Soothing music played in the 
background. 

Some of the men of our church served a 
healthy brunch, including smoothie drinks 
provided by “Mr. Mixologist,” Randy 
Cormier. 

Participants browsed the UMW Circle 
table displays, gathering information about 
the church’s three circles. 

S.P.A.A. committee members were 
Anne Fields, UMW president, Jana 
Cormier, Alison Rudd and Carolyn 
Langley. Allison Milliron served as spiritu¬ 
al leader. 


Wesley Ray UMC - Angie 


Wesley Ray United Methodist Church, 
located in Angie, recently hosted a Fifth 
Sunday Church School service. Those 
attending included members from the 
charge churches, Live Oak UMC and 
Mary’s Chapel UMC. 

Over 85 people attended, ranging in 
ages from toddlers to older adults. 

Divided into six class groups, each 


group was led by two teachers who 
inspired those in attendance. A wrap-up 
session was conducted following the class 
period. 

Participants, pictured left, enjoyed 
refreshments at the conclusion of the 
church school service. Rev. Terrence 
August serves as pastor for Wesley Ray, 
Live Oak and Mary’s Chapel UMCs. 


Camphor Memorial UMC - Baton Rouge 



Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church offered a short term Bible study 
entitled “Heaven and Hell,” based on 
Revelation, chapters 21-22, Matthew 
25:31-46, and John 14:1-7. The study was 
offered every Saturday morning in 


September and was taught by Rev. Darlene 
A. Moore, senior pastor. 

Resources for the study included 
Biblical scripture, “Heaven and Hell” by 
Emanuel Swedenborg and “Heaven-A 
History” by Collen McDonnell and 


Benhard Lang. Participants in the study 
discussed the class materials and enjoyed 
sharing life experiences. 

On a weekly basis, class members were 
charged with the task of passing out materi¬ 
als on Christianity to friends, relatives, 


associates and neighbors. The tracts includ¬ 
ed contact information for Camphor 
Memorial UMC on the back. 

The study ended on Sept. 26 with com¬ 
munion, brunch, hugs, and prayers. 



































OCTOBER 30, 2009 


Louisiana Conference NtJWl 


5 



United Methodist Women is helping impoverished families, women, children and youth in the Congo keep hope alive. Church sponsored programs have empowered 
women to develop and sustain sources of income to feed their families. As part of the agricultural program, women work in a market in Kamina, top left. Women, pic¬ 
tured top right, also learn income-generating tailoring skills in a Mission Giving-supported program in Mwitobwe. 


Congo, from page 1 
Lumumba, was assassinated a year later by 
the Belgians with help from the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency. During the 
Cold War, the nation — called Zaire from 
1971-1997 — was ruled by Mobutu Sese 
Seko, a dictator, kleptocrat and proxy for 
the United States. He deposited billions of 
dollars from the country’s wealth into per¬ 
sonal bank accounts in Switzerland before 
his overthrow in 1997. Congo’s current 
democratically elected government faces 
enormous obstacles to overcome those 
decades of underdevelopment. 

Today, the Congo is still plagued by 
wars fueled by the nation’s mineral wealth. 
Several militias, including some linked to 
ethnic tension in neighboring Rwanda, sup¬ 
port themselves by mining and peddling 
strategic minerals, some of which are used 



Women care for children, above, as they work in a church-sponsored agricultural 
program in Lunge. Women show their certificates after graduating from an 
UMCOR-sponsored agricultural skills training program in the Congo, bottom right. 


in cellular phones and laptops. Church 
groups in North America and Europe are at 
the front of organizing campaigns to stop 
the repression fueled by “conflict miner¬ 
als,” much like the campaigns in recent 
decades against “blood diamonds.” 

The United Methodist Church in the 
Congo maintains a variety of ministries 
with impoverished people who have been 
displaced by the fighting. United Methodist 
Women’s Mission Giving supports several 
of these efforts. Together with our 
Congolese sisters and brothers, United 
Methodist Women is helping Congolese 
families fight hunger and build the founda¬ 
tions for a better future. 

*The Rev. Paul Jeffrey is a United 
Methodist missionary and senior corre¬ 
spondent for Response. Photos by Paul 
Jeffrey. 



The United Methodist Church in the Congo maintains a variety of ministries with 
impoverished people who have been displaced by fighting. United Methodist 
Women’s Mission Giving supports several of these efforts, such as an agricultur¬ 
al program. A Congan woman is shown tending the fields as part of the program. 
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Friday, Nov. 20 - Saturday, Nov. 21 

Dillard University 2601 Gentilly Boulevard New Orleans, LA 70112 

To register contact the Louisiana Conference Office of Multicultural Ministries 

(225) 346-1646 or (225) 747-2753 

Registration: $35.00 Make checks payable to La. Annual Conference 

For lodging, make reservations by calling the 
Superdome Holiday Inn 
330 Loyola Ave 
New Orleans, La. 

Call (504) 581-1600 

Room Rate: $90 per night 
(ask for group rate- W. T. Handy Convocation) 

For information about the Youth and Young Adult component of the W. T. Handy Convocation, 

contact the Office of Multicultural Ministries. 


United Methodist legislators disagree on healthcare reform details 


BY TOM GILLEN 

As the debate over reforming the 
nation’s health care system rages in 
Washington, the 53 United Methodists who 
are members of Congress are listening to 
their constituents and deciding the best path 
to follow. 

But their feelings about the various 
reform proposals in both the House and 
Senate tend to echo the positions of their 
particular political party. All think some 
reform is needed, but how to make it hap¬ 
pen is the issue. 

Michigan Democrat 
Debbie Stabenow, one 
of nine United 
Methodists in the 
Senate, says the need 
for health insurance 
reform is imperative. 

“We know America 
cannot continue on this 
road where health 
insurance premiums 
skyrocketed 128 per¬ 
cent, while wages have risen only 38 per¬ 
cent,” she says. “The costs of health insur¬ 
ance premiums are growing rapidly, and 
too many families do not have access to 
affordable coverage that they deserve.” 

Stabenow, a member of the Senate 
Finance Committee, says health care 
reform legislation should “keep what works 
and fix what is broken.” 

“I would like to see the system reformed 
to provide a public health insurance choice 
and competition so that all families and 
individuals have access to affordable health 
care,” she says. “I am very hopeful that we 
can get it done this year.” 

Across the aisle, 

Sen. Pat Roberts, a 
Kansas Republican, 
agrees reform is need¬ 
ed, but disagrees on the 
specifics of the legisla¬ 
tion. 

“I believe we need 
reform but not just any 
reform - the right 
reform that allows 
those who like their 


health plans to keep them while enabling 
those in need to get better coverage,” 
Roberts says. 

“We need reform to ensure that patients 
aren’t turned away for pre-existing condi¬ 
tions,” he says. “We need to ensure reforms 
don’t interfere with the doctor-patient rela¬ 
tionship or ration care. We also need to 
make sure that reform isn’t paid for on the 
backs of our seniors through Medicare 
cuts.” 

Roberts, a member of both the Senate 
finance and health committees, says 
Republican senators have been largely shut 
out of the process of writing the current 
Senate proposals. 

“If we are going to have comprehensive 
health care reform that ensures Americans 
access to quality, affordable care, it should 
be considered on a bipartisan basis,” 
Roberts says. “It is better to have thought¬ 
ful, step-by-step reform than rushing to get 
something at any cost.” 

His Kansas constituents are suspicious 
of the health care reform proposals. 

“Many of them worry they could lose 
their care, and most are concerned that the 
proposals will do nothing to slow the ever¬ 
growing costs of care,” he says. “And 
finally, they are worried about the costs to 
the taxpayer and future generations of 
Americans.” 

In the House, where 
there are 44 United 
Methodists, Rep. Bill 
Posey, R-Fla., also says 
he believes reforms are 
needed, “but first and 
foremost, we must do 
no harm to the 80 per¬ 
cent of those who cur¬ 
rently have health 
insurance and want to 
keep the coverage that they now have. ... 
Our focus should be to help those that lack 
insurance to find affordable coverage. We 
don’t need to throw the proverbial baby out 
with the bathwater, or turn the world 
upside-down to do that.” 

Health care reform legislation will have 
no support from House Republicans unless 
the Democratic leadership stops trying to 


push it through without GOP input, Posey 
says. 

“You have to be willing to respect the 
opinion of the other side, and the current 
House leadership has failed to do that,” he 
says. “Even on the issue of illegals. You 
know, the president represented that the bill 
says illegals are ineligible, but twice they 
(the Democrats) defeated on party lines 
amendments from the Republicans to put in 
a check to make sure you were a legal citi¬ 
zen before you enrolled. There are a lot of 
people who perceive this as just a step 
where you give illegals medical rights and 
then you give them voting rights, then 
what’s next?” 

He says Republicans believe providing 
a tax credit of $2,500 for an individual or 
$5,500 for a family “would be the cheapest 
way for the government to solve the (health 
care) problem - to let them solve the prob¬ 
lem themselves with money they are 
allowed to keep in their pockets for that 
purpose.” 

In addition, Republicans feel people 
who do not have group insurance should be 
able to pool coverage through alumni asso¬ 
ciations or other affinity groups, which 
would increase competition among private 
plans and bring prices down, Posey says. 

Democratic Rep. 

Betty Sutton says she 
hosted and attended 
many meetings in her 
northern Ohio district 
during the August 
recess to talk about 
health care reform with 
constituents. 

“Unfortunately, I 
have also heard a good 
deal of misinformation 
and inaccurate interpretations of the pro¬ 
posals and have attempted to provide infor¬ 
mation to correct the record,” she says. 

“For example, rumors about death panels 
and government access to bank accounts 
have had to be repeatedly dispelled.” 

The opinions of her constituents differ 
greatly on the pending proposals, with 
some favoring a single-payer system and 
others wanting to “inject choice and com¬ 


petition into the system by providing con¬ 
sumers with the potential to choose a pub¬ 
lic option.” 

“Some constituents have also indicated 
that they want me to vote no, regardless of 
what any health reform bill contains,” she 
says. “Many supporters have encouraged 
me to fight for a public option, while some 
opposed have issued ‘demands’ that I vote 
no regardless of the contents proposed.” 

Sutton says she believes all Americans 
should have access to affordable quality 
health care. 

“We should inject competition in health 
care reform. The way we achieve this is by 
creating a public option to compete with 
private insurers as one choice that con¬ 
sumers could purchase if they so desire,” 
the Ohio congresswoman says. 

Any health care reform legislation 
should also end pre-existing conditions and 
both lifetime and annual caps and stop “the 
overpayment that private insurers are get¬ 
ting through Medicare advantage.” 

Democratic Rep. Rick Larsen says he 
will support the public option as long as it 
is not permanently tied to Medicare reim¬ 
bursement rates, which he feels unfairly 
impacts Washington and 16 other states 
that receive lower rates because they pro¬ 
vide seniors with health care at relatively 
lower costs and better health outcomes. 

Reform legislation should include insur¬ 
ance market reforms that end discrimina¬ 
tion in coverage based on age, gender and 
pre-existing conditions, “but we can only 
do that cost effectively if we couple it with 
an individual insurance mandate, so you 
can spread any cost among a wider group 
of people,” he says. People who make so 
little income that they cannot buy health 
insurance on their own must be supported, 
he says. 

“I think if we’re going to expand cover¬ 
age, we’re going to have to, as a country, 
step up for those who can’t currently afford 
health insurance,” he says. “There is cer¬ 
tainly a good economic reason to do that 
because we’re all carrying that cost right 
now when those folks go to the emergency 
room. But there’s a good moral reason to 
do that, as well.” 




Sen. Pat 
Roberts 



Rep. Bill Posey 



Rep. Betty 
Sutton 
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Toy mission builds on the legacy of a young cancer patient 



Nine-year-old Raman Franklin picks out a toy after treatments at the Aflac Cancer 
Center in Atlanta. The toy closet is possible due to efforts of Joey Dolittle, who 
died from cancer in July 2008. Cornerstone UMC in Atlanta was his home church. 


BY LORI JOHNSTON 

Nine-year-old Raman Franklin heads to 
a special closet and picks out a toy after 
treatments at the Aflac Cancer Center at 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 

On a recent day, a doctor’s kit helps 
ease the pain. 

“There’s a ton to choose from,” he says. 
“They make me feel happy and good.” 

That was the hope of another 9-year-old 
child, Joey Doolittle, who worried about 
the dwindling items in the toy closet when 
he was a cancer patient. Joey, who died 
from cancer in July 2008, asked his mom, 
“Would people give money to a little kid?” 

His effort to raise money to purchase 
more toys for patients has continued in the 
year since his death. Friends and members 
of Joey’s church, Cornerstone United 
Methodist, just outside Atlanta, have raised 
more than $30,000 and donated an estimat¬ 
ed $30,000 worth of toys. 

The first fundraiser for Joey’s Toy Box 
in 2008 raised $1,800. 

“Joey counted the money and we were 
shopping by that evening,” says his mom, 
Kim Doolittle. “He made the delivery on 
June 13 and passed on July 4, sohe never 
got to see a child receive a toy. He knew he 
left me with a full-time job.” 

Games, action figures and other play¬ 
things have been donated to three Atlanta 
hospitals as well as a facility in Dallas. 


Church members have collected toys, gift 
cards and money and sponsored two cancer 
patients and their families at Christmas. 

“When I think about Joey, I think of 
toys and fun,” says Cindy Hunter, a mem¬ 
ber of Cornerstone United Methodist 
Church and family friend. “We raised 
money through yard sales, cookouts . . . 
and then our Sunday school class has 
helped do numerous things.” 

That included sharing Joey’s story— 
and the toy effort—with others who Hunter 
says wanted to join Joey’s family and the 
church in caring for young patients they 
didn’t know. 

Although members of the church and 
community who make the donations don’t 
see the impact on the children, Karen 
McCarthy does. The hospital’s “treasure 
chest,” as she calls it, helps the young 
patients endure shots and painful treat¬ 
ments. 

“I wish they could see what I see every 
day of just a smile on a kid’s face that 
there’s a toy that they get to choose from,” 
says McCarthy, a child life specialist at 
Aflac Cancer Center. 

Patients and their families are impressed 
the effort was started by a child, supported 
by his church. 

“For a little boy to say, T know how I 
felt being here and wanting some enjoy¬ 
ment and wanting to feel good while I was 


here,’ that just makes it all the more mean¬ 
ingful,” says Raman’s mom, Josette 
Franklin. 

Kim Doolittle believes the effort allows 
people to continue to remember Joey as a 
carefree, happy-go-lucky boy with a heart 


for others. 

“Toys meant a lot to him and they got 
him through a lot, and watching toys come 
in and being able to give those toys to kids, 
that keeps his spirit alive,” she says. 


GBGM missionary, deaconess commissioned Oct. 13 will serve New Orleans 


The United Methodist Church formally 
commissioned 40 persons to mission voca¬ 
tions in a powerful service of celebration 
and commitment on the night of Oct. 13 in 
Stamford, Connecticut. 

Thirty-one missionaries were blessed 
and sent, along with seven new deaconess¬ 
es and two home missioners, who form a 
special office of mission commitment. 

They were commissioned in the presence 
of an on-site congregation of 300 and a 
worldwide community taking part via a 
live internet broadcast—the first such occa¬ 
sion for the commissioning of United 
Methodist missionaries. 

The service took place during the annual 


meeting of directors of the General Board 
of Global Ministries, the mission agency of 
the denomination. 

Eight of the 31 missionaries are interna¬ 
tional missionaries and six mission interns 
who initially go to assignments outside the 
United States. The others work in the U.S. 
in a variety of ministries. Countries or 
regions of the international assignments 
include the Caribbean, Southeast Asia, 
Cambodia, Japan, Liberia, Mongolia, 
Southern Africa, and Ukraine. 

In the formal act of commissioning, 
missionaries, deaconesses, and home mis¬ 
sioners are charged to “take the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ into all the world.” 


Bishop Weaver noted that certificates of 
commissioning in former times “autho¬ 
rized” missionaries to take the gospel into 
the world so long as “your spirit becomes 
the gospel.” 

Deaconesses and home missioners also 
receive special pins designating their role 
as women and men devoted to mission 
under the guidance of the church. While 
persons in these categories find their own 
employment, they are lay members of 
annual (regional) United Methodist confer¬ 
ences and have a special relationship to the 
General Board of Global Ministries. As 
each is formally commissioned, family 
members and friends in the congregation 


stand to represent their support and unity of 
purpose. 

Among those commissioned was 
Virginia Baker of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Baker, a new deaconess and a 
native of River Ridge, La., is the communi¬ 
ty outreach manager at Disadvantages 
Business Enterprises in New Orleans. 

In addition, a new US-2 missionary, 
Amanda Thrasher from Winston-Salem, 
N.C., was commissioned and assigned to 
the Hagar Women’s Center in New 
Orleans. US-2s serve in ministries of jus¬ 
tice in the U.S. for two-year terms. 



Among those commissioned in Stamford, Conn, on Oct. 13 was Virginia Baker of the Louisiana Annual Conference. Baker, a new deaconess and a native of River 
Ridge, La., is the community outreach manager at Disadvantages Business Enterprises in New Orleans. Baker is pictured in the left hand photo, bottom row, far right. 
A new US-2 missionary, Amanda Thrasher from Winston-Salem, N.C., is assigned to the Hagar Women’s Center in New Orleans. Thrasher is top left in second photo. 
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Operation Stand Down 
serves homeless of 
Shreveport/Bossier City 

The 15th annual Operation Stand 
Down, a community outreach event serv¬ 
ing all homeless citizens in Shreveport and 
Bossier City, is slated for Nov. 19-20 at 
First United Methodist Church, 

Shreveport. The Veteran’s Administration 
will partner with HOPE, the area’s home¬ 
less coalition, in an effort to provide serv¬ 
ices to nearly 500 homeless people. 
Recipients of services are provided with 
dental care, eye exams, physical exams, 
substance abuse and mental health coun¬ 
seling, clothing, food, personal care items, 
haircuts, legal services, a job fair, educa¬ 
tional opportunities, HIV counseling and 
testing and other social service resources. 

Donations of clean, in-shape clothing 
are needed, especially all men’s clothing, 
shoes, underwear, blankets and coats. 
Please collect items and contact Belinda 
Jones at (318) 422-7018 or (318) 686-6427 
to arrange for pickup/delivery. Items may 
also be brought to First UMC, Shreveport 
on Nov. 17-18. Be sure to say the items are 
for Operation Stand Down. 

The concept of Stand Down, as related 
specifically to the homeless veteran crisis, 
was the brainchild of two Vietnam veter¬ 
ans, Robert Van Keuren and Dr. Jon 
Nachison, with the support of Vietnam 
Veterans of San Diego. The first Stand 
Down was held in San Diego during the 
summer of 1988. The popularity of the 
event has steadily grown from the original 
in 1988 to nearly 100 throughout the 
nation each year. It is estimated that more 
than 100,000 homeless veterans have 
received assistance at Stand Downs. 

Hagar’s House, from page 1 

residents by February of 2010. Hagar’s 
House currently serves as the home for 10 
women who now have a roof over their 
heads, a warm bed, and the compassion of 
the congregation of First Grace UMC. 

Rev. Shawn Anglim, pastor, recently 
announced that Hagar’s House has received 
a $20,000 grant from the Greater New 
Orleans Foundation. In order to receive 
donations for Hagar’s House and related 
community outreach efforts, the church has 
formed a nonprofit organization known as 
First Grace Community Alliance. Anglim 
also reported that the nonprofit has raised 
the more than $100,000 needed to operate 
the ministry for the next 12 months. 

Angela Davis will serve as House 
Coordinator and Sarah Fleming will be the 
Program Coordinator for Hagar’s 
House. AmeriCorps volunteers, many of 
whom are living in the First Grace UMC 
complex, will serve as the backbone of the 
ministry’s staff. 

US-2 GBGM missionary Amanda 
Thrasher will also serve at Hagar’s House. 
Thrasher was recently commissioned during 
an Oct. 13 service held in Connecticut. 

Rev. Anglim also announced that Nichol 
Feufron, musician, will also work for the 
Hagar’s House ministry while organizing 
First Grace UMC’s children’s choir. 

For more information, call (504) 210- 
5064. 



Everywhere you look, pumpkins, pumpkins, pumpkins! Many United Methodist Churches throughout the conference spon¬ 
sored Pumpkin Patches during the month of October where delighted children could choose their favorite gourd-like 
squash, get their faces painted and enjoy special games. Proceeds support everything from youth programs to missions. 


Follow Your Heart 
AND 

Be Tax-Smart! 

Increase your 
income! 

Wanting to make a gift to your church but still feeling a little uneasy about the 
financial market? A charitable gift annuity, which can actually increase your 
income, may be just the solution for you. 

Charitable Gift Annuities: 

• Increase your income now, benefit your church later 

• Avoid capital gains tax 

• Receive a charitable income tax deduction 

Contact us for more information or go to 
our website for a free downloadable brochure. 


r UNITED METHODIST 

U FOUNDATION 

1 !■ - of Louisiana - 

"Where l-'niili and Money Come Together" 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 












Enjoy this special 
edition of 
Louisiana Now! 
featuring stories, infor¬ 
mation and mission 
opportunities through 
Louisiana 
Volunteers in 
Mission 
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North to Alaska 


Members of a LAVIM team to Douglas, Alaska take a break from their mission last year to enjoy some of the breathtak¬ 
ing scenery found in the 49th state. Team leaders seek volunteers who are looking for an opportunity to contribute to 
the faith life of an Alaskan congregation, as well as their own faith life; a unique cultural experience with beautiful 
scenery; rewarding mission work; and maybe a taste of some fresh salmon. 

Three LAVIM teams head for Alaska in 2010 


Serving on a Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission team to Alaska is a great way to 
get started in missions, according to Jim 
McHodgkins. “It’s really a great experi¬ 
ence. I’ve been on five or six missions 
with LAVIM. But the thing that is unique 
about serving in Alaska is that you feel 
like you’re far away, even though you’re 
still in the United States.” 

Jim enjoyed his last mission to 
Douglas, Alaska so much that he is lead¬ 
ing another LAVIM team back to the 
town June 12-20, 2010. John Majesty 
serves as his co-leader. 

There are two additional teams headed 
to Alaska in 2010—another to Douglas 
and a team working in Nome. 

Allen Tuten, who had led LAVIM 
teams to both cities, is organizing the 


group that will head to Nome June 20- 
28, 2010. 

Tuten, who has served on 25 missions 
to Alaska, led his first LAVIM team to 
Nome. “Located on the Bering Sea, the 
city’s population is 50 percent Eskimo. 
The topography is miles of virtually flat 
tundra. On this mission team members 
will see a variety of wildlife such as 
muskox, which are like small buffalo, a 
few moose, and extremely large herds of 
reindeer,” he said. 

The team plans to install skirting 
around the local church’s parsonage, 
which is erected on piers, several feet off 
the ground. “In addition to the construc¬ 
tion project, our group will worship with 
the church’s congregation The service 
will be an interesting cultural experience 


because the members that are Eskimo 
will sing at least one song in their natve 
Inuit,” said Tuten. 

The team will have an optional side 
trip to Barrow, with is the northernmost 
village on the North American continent, 
he added. “Barrow is a holdout of the last 
frontier. The population is 90 percent 
Eskimo, and they maintain many of their 
native customs such as the annual whal¬ 
ing festival. The town is located on the 
Artie Ocean and the sun never really sets. 
When I was last there, we saw polar 
bears in and around town.” While the 
team is in Nome, the city will be cele¬ 
brating the Midnight Sun Festival, when 
there are only two hours of darkness per 
day. 

See Alaska, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Sitting Next to Harry’s Suit 


Harry Denman was the most powerful 
Lay Evangelist of the modem era. In 
fact, when this great United Methodist 
leader died in 1976, Dr. Billy Graham 
called him “one of God’s greatest ser¬ 
vants.” Dr. Graham also said of him, 

“His knowledge and his vision for evan¬ 
gelism were worldwide, and yet he never 
lost his heartbeat for the individual per¬ 
son who did not know Christ.” 

At the conclusion of one of his ser¬ 
mons, Dr. Denman invited those present 
to make, and affirm after him, a series of 
faith affirmations. Each built upon the 
previous statement: 

I believe that Jesus is Christ, the Son 
of God. 

I believe that God has raised Him 
from the dead, and He is alive 

I believe that He is able to save any 
person from the law of sin and death if 
he/(she) will repent and believe, because 
of my own experience. 

I will tell it from my lips and life. 

He asked those who wanted to say 
that to record the affirmations in the back 
of their Bibles and to sign what they had 
written. Multitudes responded over the 
years to just such an invitation. His life 
and their lives have made a huge differ¬ 
ence for the Kingdom of God. 

This past week I attended the Board 
of Tmstees meeting of The Foundation 
for Evangelism, a Foundation Dr. 
Denman helped found. The stated 
vision of the Foundation for Evangelism 
is “to raise up generations of leaders with 
a passion for evangelism,” and “to help 
all persons experience God’s transform¬ 
ing love through Jesus Christ.” It is a 
vision and passion sorely needed in 
today’s world. 

While at the meeting, we celebrated 
the 60th anniversary of the Foundation 
and heard a wonderful presentation on 
the life of Dr. Denman. One of the inter¬ 
esting displays that was present was a 
glass case that held the suit, shirt and tie 
of Dr. Denman. It was just a faded blue 
pinstriped suit with a plain black tie and 
a rumpled white shirt. But Dr. Denman 
was well known for only having one suit, 
two days change of undergarments, and 
maybe two shirts and ties. Everything 
else he gave away. He didn’t want any¬ 
thing, including worldly possessions, to 
interfere with his work of evangelizing 
people. 

I sat next to the case that held Dr. 
Denman’s suit. And the whole while we 
talked and planned for the ministries of 
the Foundation for Evangelism I felt the 
uncanny presence of this great servant of 
God. I felt as if he was looking over my 
shoulder and helping mold my thoughts. 
“If Dr. Denman were here,” I thought, 
“we would be willing to do ‘whatever it 


takes’ to share the 
Good News of 
Christ with the 
world, for the world 
is dying around us 
without ever having 
heard the ‘old, old 
story.’” 

On Saturday, 
November 14, we 
will gather in 
Alexandria as an 
Annual Conference, with a focused 
vision on “Rethink Evangelism.” It is 
critical that we again “make the main 
thing the main thing.” For too long we 
have wandered astray from the primary 
focus of the church - to make disciples 
for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. We’ve focused too much on 
ourselves and our own happiness with 
our local church and our local leadership. 
In the place of jointly putting our shoul¬ 
ders to the plow and pulling with all our 
might to loosen the soil of hardened 
hearts so that they might receive the 
salvific good news of Jesus Christ, we 
have dropped the reins of the plow to 
fuss among ourselves as to what makes 
us the most satisfied. And while we have 
focused on our own satisfaction, the 
church has diminished in its membership 
and in its strength as a force of change in 
our society. Jesus did not found His 
church on the rock of keeping us happy. 
Jesus founded the church on the rock of 
reaching out to others until all have heard 
of God’s saving grace and have been 
brought into relationship with God. 

Sitting next to Harry Denman’s suit 
had a profound effect on me. It made me 
very uncomfortable with some of our 
emphases and some of our antics as a 
denomination. I’ll be sorting through my 
lack of comfort for some time. But I am 
excited to take a fresh start at the 
“Rethink Evangelism” seminar. I look 
forward to joining another 1200 or so of 
our Conference leaders as we all are 
challenged anew about the Great 
Commission - “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you; 
and lo I am with you always, to the close 
of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20 - RSV) 

Maybe we’ll even have the chance to 
write some new commitments in the 
back of our Bibles! Wouldn’t that be a 
fantastic addition to our journey! 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Honduras Consultation 



Gloria Robinson and Vicki Sydboten, LAVIM team leaders for 2009-2011 
missions, were joined in Louisville, Kentucky by Hunter Upchurch of 
Jackson, Mississippi and Rev. Larry Norman, director of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission, for the Honduras Consultation held Sept. 10-12. 
The event is held every 18 months and is designed for sharing updates 
on needs throughout the country and providing additional training for 
team leaders and volunteers planning missions in Honduras. Featured 
at the gathering were Ron and Loretta Davidson, Bishop Galvan of 
Honduras and other significant persons who work to bring teams to 
Honduras, offering hands-on ministry to the growing United Methodist 
congregations in that country. Vicki and Gloria will lead teams to 
Honduras in June of 2010 and 2011. Pictured above are Bishop Galvan; 
Upchurch; Syboten and Robinson, both members of Asbury UMC in 
Lafayette; Rev. David Ceballos, Honduras Country Director; Cinday 
Ceballos, Medical Team Coordinator; Loretta and Ron Davidson, 
Honduras VIM Coordinators; and Rev. Norman. 



VIM 


For information on international mission 
teams, teams working within the U.S.A., 
and mini-medical and construction teams 
to Reynosa, Mexico please check out 
page 11 of this special edition of the 
Louisiana Now! 
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From the LAVIM Director 


Note:A month or so ago one of my fel¬ 
low UMVIM Director's asked a few of us 
to answer the question of “How does 
UMVIM and VIM Team Leader Training 
help in raising up spiritual leaders and 
support the process of Christian formation, 
rsonal and social transformation?"’ She 
had been asked to share these opinions 
with one of her Conference organizations. 
The following was my contribution. I offer 
it here as in invitation to a “continuing 
education ” event—your next mission par¬ 
ticipation with LAVIM. 

If done well, UMVIM Team Leader 
Training is exactly that: The raising up of 
Christian leadership and the doorway to 
discipleship (Bishop Dan Solomon). We 
are reminded in the introduction to VIM in 
the Leader’s Manual: “We are called and 
we are sent.” 

Thousands of our church members 
spend most of their lives in worship and 
SS, youth groups, UMW and UMM and 
other preparatory teachings of the church. 
We can never find out what it all means, 
never continue the process of “becoming” 
until we put what we learn in motion - 
MISSION — HANDS ON MISSION. 

A ninety year old Methodist who has his 
or her 90 year pin for attending worship, 

SS and VBS but who has never been in 
mission is a lot like a man who knows 
everything about having a baby, but is pre¬ 
vented because of physical restraints from 
having one. Until we guys can have the 
baby we will never know the full experi¬ 
ence. A friend of mine once described 
those who have been in the church all their 
lives and not engaged in hands on mission 
as “marginal Christians.” 

Until one puts ALL of the teachings of 
faith, of Jesus, into motion; reincarnate in 
yourself who Jesus is, we learned profes¬ 
sors of the faith only know the clinical 
part. Get into the lab (mission) and we dis¬ 
cover the pain, the labor, the joy and 
rebirth of what it really is all about. We 
learn that faith, especially hands on faith, is 
not done without preparation. We learn to 
pray, to trust, to research, to prepare; and to 
remain open to surprise and unadulterated 
GRACE. We learn we not only cannot do 
it on our own but that it was never even 
our idea in the first place. 

If you think about it, mission is a lot 
like the bumper cars at the fair. You can 
make all the plans and practice your driv¬ 
ing all you want, but your final destination 
and accomplishment is based not just on 
your wishes and plans but on what gets in 
your way. God has a developed a keen 


sense of getting in the way, especially in 
mission, over the years. He delights in 
making the straight places plain and the 
plain places demanding; promising for 
those who give and receive his love and 
service, the reformation of life as we know 
it. The team that depends upon God’s 
blessing of their planned efforts but counts 
upon God’s interference on mission is an 
example, a teacher, a lab school for youth 
and adults in Christian formation. 

Social transformation? Who has not 
returned from mission without a new 
awareness of the world around them? Take 
the youth or adult who goes to Heifer 
Project International and returns a vegetari¬ 
an (even for a few weeks!) He/She has 
learned about the scarcity of food, the 
problems of distribution, how little some 
must get by on. They learn the difference 
between famine and hunger, farming meth¬ 
ods, the life changing results of “passing 
on the gift; that in many ways “manure is 

our friend” (fertilizer, fuel for fire, etc.). 

They leam that hamburger does not come 
from Styrofoam trays and that a life that 
could have gone on giving had to be sacri¬ 
ficed for that Big Mac (Ok, here the beef 
does taste a little like Styrofoam!). 

When all is said and done, most of them 
return to eating whatever is in front of 
them but they think differently about the 
food before them, how it got there and they 
form a relationship with someone some¬ 
where they will never meet who they know 
must survive on a cup of powdered milk 
sadly made with water in which the cow 
that may become our next steak has found 
a cool place in the summer sun. 

Mission volunteers find there are ways 
to change the world in small but tremen¬ 
dous ways. They become more interested 
in world trade, free markets, third world 
politics, and supply and demand. They 
shop differently, they use less pesticides, 
they begin to see God and his claim upon 
his creation; our own role as co-creators in 
care and concern for the earth. They pray! 
They both pray more.. .and they pray less. 
They begin to leave the prayer towers and 
to tower over those who misuse people, the 
earth and God’s name. They become 
Christ-like, Christians, followers of him 
who did not intend for us to just learn 
about him, but to be him, for others, for 
ourselves. 

How do we, how does mission support 
that process of Christian formation, person¬ 
al and social transformation? Come join 
one of our teams. Come taste the differ¬ 
ence. 



Belle Chasse UMC hosts Reynosa assistant 



Belle Chasse United Methodist Church hosted Roberto Gomez, assistant 
VIM coordinator for the Reynosa, Mexico area, and his wife Keyla for a 
three day visit to Louisiana Sept. 15-18. Roberto, left, and Keyla served as 
keynote speakers for Belle Chasse UMC’s Mission Sunday service. A large 
number of the church’s 2009 mission team that served in Reynosa also 
spoke, sharing their experiences from their time in Mexico. Dale Smith, 
right, leader for the LAVIM team from Belle Chasse UMC, traveled that 
evening with Roberto and Keyla to Jefferson UMC in Baton Rouge. The 
couple encouraged mission teams to continue coming to Mexico to support 
construction projects at the El Divino Salvador, La Hermosa, El Buen and 
Reynosa Diaz churches. The projects range from finishing parsonages to 
adding Sunday school rooms. Smith also accompanied them to St. 
Matthews UMC in Metairie the previous Friday evening for a fish fry and 
mission fund raiser, coordinated by Pam Perry. Gomez and Smith are pic¬ 
tured with Revs. Steve Berger and Hulen Warren at Jefferson UMC. 


What Does The South Central Jurisdiction 
UMVIM Director DO? 



Hello! I am Debbie 
Vest, Director of 
United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission 
for the South Central 
Jurisdiction. I am one 
of five jurisdictional 
directors within the 
Church—and serve as Debbie Vest 
the coordinator of UMVIM activities and 
resource person, for the fifteen conferences 
within the nine states that comprise the 
South Central Jurisdiction. Larry Norman, 
your UMVIM Conference Director is part 
of this 20+ member group of UMVIM 
leaders and has asked me to explain my 
role for inclusion in the LANOW. It’s best 
to think of my responsibility as one of 
helping to match people and resources to 
mission needs, and ensuring that volunteers 
are provided information, contacts and 
other resources to help them in their mis¬ 
sions. Most days, I am on the phone all 
day or travelling. 

What are the specifics of my job? I 
help coordinate training within the jurisdic¬ 
tion and also serve as a trainer for portions 
of UMVIM Leadership Training and 
Individual Volunteers Training. I help 
coordinate the UMVIM teams within the 
jurisdiction, and also maintain lists of those 
teams to help place individuals looking for 
teams. I maintain summaries of the 
UMVIM teams and their activities and pre¬ 
pare mid-year and annual reports so that 
the jurisdiction and General Board of 
Global Ministries can track progress, effec¬ 
tiveness and impacts. To facilitate commu¬ 
nications within the jurisdiction, and espe¬ 
cially to alert volunteers to resources avail¬ 
able, I publish Connections, the jurisdic¬ 
tion’s bi-monthly UMVIM newsletter, and 
update the UMVIM portions of the juris¬ 


diction’s website http://scj.umportal.org : 
the UMVIM resource page, the UMVIM 
electronic newsletter, the UMVIM break¬ 
ing news section, etc. To help explain 
UMVIM, recruit UMVIM volunteers, and 
facilitate communications, I visit and speak 
at annual conferences, mission fairs, 
UMVIM celebrations and individual 
churches. In the area of Disaster Response, 
I prepare and maintain lists of resources, 
and provide alerts to the conference 
Disaster Coordinators and other trained 
personnel of disasters. I assist in certain 
logistical matters for the UMVIM and 
Disaster Response teams; e.g. health insur¬ 
ance forms for UMVIM teams. I assist in 
the exchange of UMVIM and Disaster 
Response teams across conference and 
jurisdictional boundaries, as needed. I culti¬ 
vate contacts with GBGM, national and 
international church leaders, and project 
agencies within the United States—encour¬ 
aging opportunities for volunteers. Finally I 
support several special programs within the 
jurisdiction: Individual Volunteers, 
Methodist Border Friendship Commission, 
Justice For Our Neighbors, NOMADS, 
Primetimers, UM Army, Global Health 
Volunteers, etc. 

Each of the VIM Conference 
Coordinators performs a similar training, 
coordination and leadership role within his 
or her respective conference. As a group, 
we meet twice a year to integrate new 
GBGM policies and procedures into the 
jurisdiction, to exchange best practices, 
update our personal knowledge regarding 
UMVIM programs and projects, and to 
update our leadership training. We have a 
strong team—and share our knowledge and 
talents, as we are all called to be “in mis¬ 
sion together”. 
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Former disaster response employee now leads North Carolina ministry 



John Paul McGuire, who served Louisiana’s disaster recovery ministry in storm 
ravaged Dulac, stands drenched by rains that pounded the state. McGuire now 
works for the North Carolina Conference as Director of Construction for the con¬ 
ference’s Board of Missions. Volunteers from Louisiana can assist North 
Carolina’s United Methodist churches in building properties such as sanctuaries, 
fellowship halls, classrooms and parsonages. For more information how to help 
our neighbors in North Carolina, contact the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646 or 
email LduckN@aol.com 


The following interview was conducted 
with John Paul McGuire about a program 
he is working with in the North Carolina 
Conference. McGuire serves the North 
Carolina Conference as Director of 
Construction for their Board of Missions. 

LAVIM: So, John Paul, tell us about 
the program you are involved with in the 
North Carolina Conference, and about 
your role with this program. 

JP: This is a program of the Board of 
Missions of the North Carolina Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. The pro- 
gramenables churches to build properties 
(sanctuaries, fellowship halls, classrooms, 
parsonages, etc) through the use of what is 
basically an “in-house” construction com¬ 
pany. The Board of Missions is actually a 
licensed general contractor with the state of 
North Carolina I hold a general contrac¬ 
tor’s license with the state, and I am 
employed by the conference as the Director 
of Construction for the Board. As such, it is 
my job to coordinate these construction 
activities and to coordinate the use of vol¬ 
unteers and professionals. 

Although we can build for any congre¬ 
gation that seeks our services, the bulk of 
our work is for low-income, rural congre¬ 
gations that have been awarded a grant 
from the Duke Endowment and who are 
hoping to keep costs down through the use 
of volunteers. For the most part, without 
both ingredients—endowment funds and 
volunteers- these projects would probably 
not be affordable. 

LAVIM: Is the use of volunteers suc¬ 
cessfully helping to keep costs down? 

JP: Yes, to varying degrees of success. 
Some projects have a greater input of vol¬ 
unteers than do others. What is keeping the 
costs down, though, is a combination of the 
use of volunteers along with the removal of 
large corporate overhead. The use of vol¬ 
unteers is an important ingredient in mak¬ 
ing the projects affordable; but the most 
important benefits in the use of volunteers 
have to do with (1) the building of a com¬ 
munity spirit within the congregation itself, 
and (2) the connection that is created 
between congregations, communities and 
distant areas by having people working 
side-by-side, giving of themselves, helping 
others in the name of Jesus Christ and His 
church. I’m not sure how to put a dollar 
value on that. 

LAVIM: Where have your volunteers 
come from? 

JP: So far, most of the volunteers are 
pretty much local to the North Carolina 
Conference, but we have enjoyed having 
some volunteers come from out of state. 

We had one couple come from as far away 
as Idaho. 

LAVIM: Tell me a little more about the 
Duke Endowment and a little more about 
how it benefits this program. Is there some 
connection with Duke University, or with 
Duke Power? 

JP: Well, all were established by the 
Duke family, which was a strong Methodist 
family, but they are not officially connect¬ 
ed. James B. Duke established the 
Endowment in 1924, and Duke University 
is a major beneficiary of the Endowment. 
The Endowment is a stock holder in the 
Duke Energy Corporation - so there are 


loose threads of connection only. The 
Endowment is a completely independent 
organization. 

The Duke Endowment (TDE) is pro¬ 
moting the construction of, or the renova¬ 
tion of, rural United Methodist Church 
facilities in the North Carolina Conference 
- one of the few United Methodist confer¬ 
ences in the United States that is actually 
experiencing growth. The Board of 
Missions construction program has been in 
existence now for 20 years (as of January 
2010), and in the past 10 years, TDE has 
awarded approximately $2.5 million per 
year to this program. 

The largest single grant cannot exceed 
$150,000; and a grant cannot be more than 
50% of the total cost of a project. 

According to government statistics, the def¬ 
inition of “rural” is limited to communities 
with a population of no more than 1,500. 

By that definition, there are approximately 
1,200 United Methodist congregations in 
the NC Conference that could be eligible. 

LAVIM: You have a connection with 
the Louisiana Conference - so how did you 
get involved with the North Carolina 
Conference? 

JP: Yes, well, Louisiana was, and 
always will be home for me. My mother 
was from Tallulah and my dad was a trans¬ 
plant to Baton Rouge. I moved to North 
Carolina to take on this job in March of 
2008. When I did so, I was working in the 
Dulac area coordinating the Terrebonne 
Parish area efforts of the Louisiana 
Conference’s hurricane reconstruction 
work. 

LAVIM: How can volunteers in 
Louisiana help you in North Carolina? Do 
you need additional volunteers? - teams, 
individuals? And how would they be used? 

JP: We do need volunteers. The diffi¬ 
culty in scheduling volunteers, though, is 
that major construction jobs that are 
dependent on volunteers do not always 
maintain an easily predictable schedule. So 
it would be almost impossible to tell a team 
that wants to come in, say, March, just 
exactly what they would be doing. And, it 
is rare that we are in a position to work 
with a large team. The volunteers we need 
most are the individuals, or the couples, or 
the small teams of two to six. All of these 
need to be very flexible in their assign¬ 
ments. If there are teams that are highly 
experienced in any specific trade, I’d love 
to know that so we can build their skills 
into our schedule; but for the most part, I 
just want people who are willing to do 
whatever needs to be done - from carpen¬ 
try to running errands. We generally hire 
out roofing, drywall, painting, carpeting, 
electrical, plumbing, HVAC. But volunteers 
are needed in the areas of framing, finish 
carpentry, hand rail installation, vinyl sid¬ 
ing, bathroom partition installation, door 
setting, ceiling tile installation and ceramic 
tile laying. 

We are in great need for an “Individual 
Volunteer” to take on the role of being my 
assistant. This person does not need to be 
all that versed in construction - but be flex¬ 
ible and willing to learn. They do need to 
be physically fit. It would be a great oppor¬ 
tunity for a young person wanting to get 
into the construction field, or for a retired 


person wanting more to do. The duration 
would be open for negotiation. 

All teams should work through the 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission program, 
and Individual Volunteers must complete 
Individual Volunteer Training, which inci¬ 
dentally is being hosted by LAVIM in New 
Orleans in March of 2010. 

LAVIM: Why do you want the volun¬ 
teers to go through the UMVIM program? 

JP: Our church is the holder of a great 
program—United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission, which is highly organized with 
proven results. And the Louisiana 
Conference enjoys one of the most success¬ 
ful UMVIM programs. I don’t need maver¬ 
icks. I need people who understand the 
need for compassion and fellowship. 
Volunteers who understand that they are 
but a part of the bigger picture, and who 
are flexible. UMVIM offers great training 
for these situations. The Louisiana 
Conference is able to provide the right kind 
of assistance to hopeful volunteers. For 
example, anyone working on a construction 
site should do so with the benefit of the 
accident insurance offered through 
UMVIM. 

LAVIM: What are you involved in now, 
and what is next on the list? 

JP: By the end of September, I will be 
finishing up a fellowship hall for New 
Hope UMC in Rowland. It is a 7,100 


square foot facility that cost the congrega¬ 
tion about $400,000 (including the grant) - 
but is valued (by trade standards) at about 
$1 million. Following New Hope, I will be 
building a smaller fellowship hall for 
Trinity United Methodist Church north of 
Louisburg (north of Raleigh) beginning in 
October. That project should take six to 
nine months. Then I expect to be starting a 
major project that will include a sanctuary, 
fellowship hall, classrooms and a mission¬ 
ary apartment near Durham. 

LAVIM: This sounds like a wonderful 
program with the great benefit of being 
partnered with the Duke Endowment! 

JP: It really is a wonderful program - 
specifically because it allows the United 
Methodist Church to construct its own 
facilities, using its own members to do so, 
and building at considerably below market 
expenses. TDE has been a God-send for 
getting this program started in North 
Carolina and for continuing the momen¬ 
tum. Other conferences could do something 
similar. Without a TDE-like involvement, 
the process might take a little longer to 
complete as many projects, but even with¬ 
out such a benevolent partner, there is no 
reason other conferences couldn’t establish 
a similar program for incorporating them¬ 
selves as general contractors and adminis¬ 
tering volunteers and professionals to 
accomplish the goals. 
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LAVIM volunteers enriched by serving Bahamas Methodist Habitat 


Bahamas Methodist Habitat (BMH) is 
one of six outreach ministries of the 
Division of Social Outreach of the 
Bahamas Conference of the Methodist 
Church (BCMC). The others include Nurse 
Naomi Home for the Elderly, Queen's 
College (Grade 1-12), Celebrate Life 
Recovery Center and the Bilney Lane and 
Zion Children's Homes. BMH was bom 
out of response to Hurricane Andrew in 
1992 after the storm devastated North 
Eleuthera and other parts of the Bahamas. 

It was at that point that the BCMC knew 
that they had been blessed with a special 
way to share God's love and have contin¬ 
ued to this day. BMH's main focus is disas¬ 
ter relief in response to hurricanes. As a 
year round Bahamian based ministry 
though, BMH is able to respond to the 
even greater disaster—sub-standard housing 
throughout the Bahamas. 

BMH is dedicated to improving the 
lives of persons living in the Bahamas and 
surrounding islands. Services to families 
range from new home construction to bath¬ 
room and bedroom additions, roof repair, 
painting, electrical, plumbing, windows, 
doors, floors and giving hope to those that 
need it most. “We also take the time to 
learn from those that we serve. We believe 
that we are all rich and poor in different 
areas of our lives and we each have some¬ 
thing to share with and leam from every¬ 
one else,” said Abe McIntyre, director of 
BMH. 

Being an outreach ministry of the 
BCMC connects BMH with 28 Methodist 
churches throughout the Bahamas. “We 
currently serve on 10 of the 30 populated 
islands. Lew people know that there are 
over 700 cays (pronounced keys) and 
islands that make us this country, so we 
have some room for expansion. It is incred¬ 
ible to have a network of committed indi¬ 
viduals through the BCMC that are willing 
to sacrfice their time and resources so that 
BMH can serve in their communities. We 
are blessed with an amazing Methodist and 


overall Bahamian community,” said 
McIntyre. 

BMH has developed a “wonderful rela¬ 
tionship” with UMVIM throughout the 
United States. Recently, McIntyre visited 
Louisiana, and LAVIM Director Larry 
Norman introduced him to a number of the 
Wesley Loundations throughout the confer¬ 
ence. 

“Northwestern is planning on coming 
after Easter, and Centenary is serving with 
us in Lebruary. We have also just been 
promised a Glastar two-seater airplane 
from St. Luke Simpson UMC from Lake 
Charles. They are going to build it for us 
and use it as an outreach ministry tool and 
then send it down to us so that we can bet¬ 
ter serve the Bahamas with more efficien¬ 
cy. It is awesome!,” said McIntyre, who 
got his start with BMH in Lall of 2002. 

“My Wesley Loundation director from 
East Tennessee State University informed 
our whole group that we were going to do 
an international mission over the 2003 
Spring break. When he told us that our 
mission was to the Bahamas, we were all 
excited, but we couldn’t believe it. ‘Why in 
the world would you go to the Bahamas on 
a mission? Sounds more like a vacation to 
me!,’ I thought. Little did I know that the 
Bahamas may be paradise but our experi¬ 
ence that Spring break was no vacation. 

We worked our tails off on three different 
projects - scraping and painting the 
Tarpum Bay Mission House, hanging dry- 
wall in Mrs. Myrtis Brown's ceiling on 
Current Island and breaking down and 
patching up concrete walls at Camp 
Symonette. Did we go to the beach and 
have a blast the whole week? Of course we 
did. But we did it all with love in our 
hearts and a smile on our face because we 
all knew we had been called by God to 
come serve in the Bahamas,” said 
McIntyre. 

Lor more information about BMH, con¬ 
tact the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646. 





Members of Wesley Foundations throughout the conference are signing up for 
LAVIM mission teams to the Bahamas. A complete list of teams that have sched¬ 
uled to date are listed on page 11 of this special LAVIM issue. Teams are shown 
working through Bahamas Methodist Habitat, one of six outreach ministries of 
the Division of Social Outreach of the Bahamas Conference of the Methodist 
Church (BCMC). BMH has developed a “wonderful relationship” with UMVIM 
throughout the United States. Recently, Abe McIntyre of BMH visited Louisiana, 
and LAVIM Director Larry Norman introduced him to a number of the Wesley 
Foundations througout the conference. For more information about BMH, contact 
the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646. 
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Individual Volunteer training slated for New Orleans in early 2010 


This has been a banner year for the 
Individual Volunteers mission program. In 
2009, 104 persons have been trained in six 
different training events; 66 persons have 
been placed and 30 others are waiting; and 
staff of four annual conferences received 
training in how to recruit and relate to indi¬ 
vidual volunteers. Volunteers are coming 
from many ethnic backgrounds; there is 
wide geographic representation, and the 
ages this year range from 19 to 81. 
Nineteen-year-old Katie Milligan worked 
in a children’s summer camp in Florida and 
81-year-old Martha Hyde is presently a 
seminary librarian in Costa Rica. 

Placements span the globe, from Tonga 
in the Pacific to Turkey in the Middle East, 
from Spain to Japan, Indonesia to North 
Dakota, and St. Vincent to Laos. Of the 66 
placements, all but 10 are outside of the 
United States. 


Trainings have taken place in California, 
Ohio, Nebraska, New York, Oklahoma, and 
Texas. Louisiana will host an Individual 
Volunteers Training Event March 11-14, 
2010 in New Orleans, so this is an oppor¬ 
tune time for folks to consider being a part 
of the Individual Volunteer program. 

“The training will cover many topics, 
including cultural awareness and sensitivi¬ 
ty; spiritual needs; health concerns; 
fundraising; and the importance of connect¬ 
ing the mission to the local church. It’s a 
time of discernment, preparation, Christian 
fellowship, and connecting with people of 
like mind in a safe and nurturing environ¬ 
ment,” said Landon Taylor, director. 

The program is partnering with 
Methodist-related colleges and seminaries 
with the goal of reaching students interest¬ 
ed in domestic or international service. 
Measures are underway to strengthen ties 


with larger congregations that send volun¬ 
teers to areas where they support mission. 

Training is a valuable asset to the vol¬ 
unteer. The training is not only technical 
and cultural; it also involves vision and a 
sense of mission commitment. Many 
Individual Volunteers return after three 
months or longer and continue their 
response to the call to service in their own 
neighborhoods. Lor some, the Individual 
Volunteers program offers a defining 
moment in their faith journey, the moment 
to say “yes” to a lifetime of service in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

Already a trained LAVIM team leader, 
Rev. Dawn Young plans to attend the 
Individual Volunteer training in New 
Orleans next year. “As Director of 
Christian Education for the conference, I 
hope to use my gifts in this area to help 
with Christian education leadership devel¬ 


opment in places like Mexico and perhaps 
with the Choctaw Indians in Mississippi,” 
said Young. 

The United Methodist Church, in part¬ 
nership with churches and institutions in 
the U.S.A. and other countries, has identi¬ 
fied opportunities for individual volunteers, 
either single or as married couples. 

The usual length of service is two 
months to two years. The individual volun¬ 
teer is expected to cover the cost of trans¬ 
portation and personal expenses in the 
place of assignment. Because individual 
volunteers will be viewed as missionaries 
by the host community, they should pos¬ 
sess a growing Christian faith and under¬ 
standing of mission, be active in a local 
church, and be flexible. Living in a differ¬ 
ent culture presents challenges that require 
maturity and strong interpersonal and 
cross-culture skills. 


Former UMVIM directors provide 


insights on effective volunteerism 



Betty and Walt Whitehurst, former consultants for the Individual Volunteer pro¬ 
gram of the General Board of Global Ministries, are interviewed in the article 
below on the importance of United Methodist Volunteers in Mission. 


Walt Whitehurst served as a missionary 
in Chile from 1956-59 and, with his wife, 
Betty, in 1966-71. Betty served as a mis¬ 
sionary in Cuba 1956-59. 

They were appointed Director and 
Associate Director, respectively, of the 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
Office of the Southeastern Jurisdiction 
(UMVIM, SEJ) in 1995. After they retired 
from UMVIM, SEJ, in 1999, they worked 
as consultants for the Individual Volunteer 
program of the General Board of Global 
Ministries for another five and a half years. 

Since their second retirement Walt and 
Betty have led district and local church 
UMVIM teams in Chile, Cuba, El Salvador, 
and Mexico, and disaster response teams in 
the USA. “We continue to make our 
involvement in mission a priority in our 
lives for as long as we can. ” . 

The following is part of a longer email 
interview with them over the course of a 
month by Michael DeBorja, Mission 
Volunteers staff member. 

MD: How long have you been involved 
with UMVIM and how helpful was your 
previous career and background? 

W&B: We have been involved with 
VIM work since 1965, when we took a 
youth team from Annandale, Virg., to 
work in New York City, painting rooms in 
a church building used by a Spanish-speak¬ 
ing congregation. Our missionary service 
proved to be excellent preparation for 
working with UMVIM, and knowing 
Spanish was a great help. Also, we had led 
many UMVIM teams and Walt had served 
on the Virginia Conference UMVIM 
Committee. 

MD: What were your most memorable 
experiences with an UMVIM team? 

W&B: Among our most memorable 
experiences was when we led a VIM team 
in 1993 from Community United 
Methodist Church, Virginia Beach to Asha, 
located in the Ural Mountains about a 30- 
hour train ride from Moscow. We were the 
first U.S. team to visit Asha, and the first 
Americans most of the people there had 
ever seen. Our role was to establish inter- 
cultural relationships and lay the ground¬ 
work for a possible faith community. A 
month later a group of Russians visited 
Virginia Beach, where they participated in 


church and cultural activities. 

Another was when we led a team in 
1995 to Baguanos, Holguin province, 

Cuba. Eulalia Cook Gonzalez, in her late 
80’s, was with our team. She began 
Methodist work in that area beginning in 
the 1940’s. When word spread that “Miss 
Cook” had arrived, people began lining up 
each day for blocks to greet her on the 
front porch of the parsonage. Our team, 
along with 10 Cubans from Havana, 
repaired and painted the church building 
each morning, and went to mission church¬ 
es each afternoon where the five pastors 
(three from Virginia, two from Cuba) took 
turns preaching. Evenings there were serv¬ 
ices in the Baguanos church. The last night, 
the town government loaned us loudspeak¬ 
ers so that everyone, inside the church and 
outside, could hear the sermon preached by 
their beloved “Miss Cook.” 

MD: What changes have you seen in 
the theological understanding of mission by 
volunteers? 

W&B: Some volunteers have gone out 
thinking they would take God to the peo¬ 
ple, and learned that God was already 
there. Most volunteers have been renewed 
spiritually by the deep faith of the people 
they worked with, despite their poverty. 

The practical results of theological changes 
include doing mission with rather than for 
the local people; working on projects cho¬ 
sen by national church leaders and directed 
by local persons; and after returning home, 
noticing needs nearby and reaching out in 
local mission. 

MD: What are the long term effects of 
UMVIM work both on the volunteers and 
on the recipients? 

W&B: Many volunteers return home 
with a new world view. They feel they 
have received more than they gave. Many 
continue to maintain relationships begun 
during the work project. They often begin 
to place greater emphasis on relationships, 
while still valuing the work project they 
felt called to do. Recipients are usually 
grateful for the help they have received, 
and often want to serve others in return. 

MD: What traits were you looking for 
in the individual volunteers you trained 
and placed? 

W&B: A deep Christian faith and com¬ 


mitment to following God’s call; involve¬ 
ment in a local church; spiritual maturity; 
ability to live with uncertainty, ambiguity, 
and loneliness; flexibility; willingness to 
working under local leadership; willingness 
to observe standards of behavior acceptable 
to the host church; ability to relate to per¬ 
sons of other cultures; educational prepara¬ 
tion and skills appropriate to the volunteer 
position; physical and emotional health; 
and a sense of humor. 

MD: What are the deficiencies that you 
have seen in UMVIM trips? 

W&B: In teams, lack of diversity 
(teams ideally have some ethnic minority 
members); lack of adequate preparation; 
insensitivity to local church customs 
regarding issues such as drinking, smoking, 
dancing, etc.; inappropriate attire. In sites, 
lack of adequate preparation; lack of ade¬ 
quate advance communication. 

MD: What improvements would you 
suggest? 

W&B: Better advance communication, 
with expectations on both sides clearly stat¬ 
ed; flexibility on the part of team members; 
thorough team training; whenever possible, 
having construction materials available 
when the team arrives. 

MD: What kinds of problems have 
cropped up in UMVIM teams? 

W&B: Dissension among team mem¬ 
bers; too much separation between team 
members and local people; team members 


who wander away from the team; teams 
that impose their way of doing things 
rather than following directions from local 
leaders and/or team leader. 

MD: How to prevent or resolve them? 

W&B: Prayer, humility, flexibility, 
sense of humor, well prepared team leader, 
following advice of local leaders and 
depending on their help. 

MD: What would you like to see 
UMVIM do more? 

W&B: We can continue to stress to 
team members and individual volunteers 
the value of relating to the culture where 
they go and of trying to understand the 
thinking of the people and to put more 
emphasis on relationships with them. 

MD: In your view, what are the 
prospects of the UMVIM movement? 

W&B:UMVIM continues to be a grow¬ 
ing ministry, even in these uncertain eco¬ 
nomic times. We believe it will continue to 
grow. UMVIM has always been a grass¬ 
roots movement, and any effort to put too 
much control over it could be detrimental. 
However, we do believe UMVIM should 
be a high priority for the General Board of 
Global Ministries, and that it should be 
given prominence in the Board structure 
because so much of the work being done in 
mission at present is directly or indirectly a 
result of the efforts of Volunteers In 
Mission. 
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Alaska, from page 1 

Tuten’s team of 15 members is currently 
filled, but he is keeping a waiting list. For 
information about the mission, contact him 
at (318) 368-5503. 

While the northern part of Alaska is evi¬ 
denced by miles of flat tundra, the southern 
areas are known for majestic glaciers, lakes 
and mountains. 

Jim McHodgkins, co-leader for one of 
the teams to Douglas, speaks eloquently 
about this small island town located just 
outside of Juno. “The scenery is beautiful 
and you can see eagles almost every day,” 
he said. 

Unlike the team to Nome, the Douglas 
teams are still recruiting. “We will work on 
the Douglas Community United Methodist 
Church parsonage. The mission will 
include two day s of travel, a day visiting 
with people in church and working for five 
days on the parsonage. Last year, the team 
went on glacier cruise; this year , we may 
go on a float plane trip,” said Jim. 

The team is also looking for cooks, who 
will prepare meals for the group through¬ 
out their mission. 


The parsonage, which is being spruced 
up for the church’s new pastor, will need 
painting and basic carpentry. “The Douglas 
church is truly a community church. They 
have a food pantry and a senior citizens 
program. They really believe in outreach.” 

If you’ve always want to serve on a 
mission, but you don’t want to worry about 
shots and passports, go to Alaska, said Jim. 
For more information on joining the 
Douglas team serving June 12-20, contact 
Jim at (985) 634-1279 or call John Majesty 
at (985) 969-0463. 

Rev. Lane Cotton Winn will lead a team 
to Douglas in July of 2010. Her team will 
not only work construction but will provide 
Vacation Bible School at the church. For 
more information, contact her at (985) 748- 
5353. 

Debra Garrish, Chair of Trustees at 
Douglas church, coordinates the missions 
that come to Douglas. 

Volunteers looking for a unique cultural 
experience, beautiful scenery, rewarding 
mission work, and maybe a taste of some 
fresh salmon, should think about joining a 
LAVIM mission to Alaska in 2010. 



Allen Tuten, who has served on 25 
missions to Alaska, stands in front of a 
native totem pole in Douglas, Alaska. 
LAVIM volunteers are shown working 
on updates to a sanctuary for a United 
Methodist church in our 49th state. A 
team of volunteers are shown, right, 
preparing for a Vacation Bible School 
that the group helped put on for area 
children. Serving on a Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission team to Alaska 
is a great way to get started in mis¬ 
sions, according to LAVIM Team 
Leader Jim McHodgkins. He heads to 
Douglas, Alaska June 12-20, 2010. “It’s 
really a great experience. I’ve been on 
five or six missions with LAVIM. But 
the thing that is unique about serving 
in Alaska is that you feel like you’re far 
away, even though you’re still in the 
United States.” Rev. Lane Cotton Winn 
will also lead a team to Douglas in July 
of 2010. Allen Tuten is scheduled to 
lead a team to Nome, Alaska from June 
20-28, 2010. 








































8 


Louisiana Conferencei/V^^f Special LAVIM Edition 


NOVEMBER 13, 2009 




A group of 17 students and staff from Centenary College in Shreveport are 
shown during a recent mission to Mount Sequoyah in Fayetteville, Arkansas. The 
students performed tasks ranging from ramp building to clearing gutters. 


LAVIM team from Centenary 
spends fall break helping with 
repairs at Mount Sequoyah 


BY BRITTANY RICHARDSON* 

On Oct. 14, a group of 17 students and 
staff from Centenary College of Louisiana 
loaded two 15-passenger vans for a mis¬ 
sion to the SCJ Conference and Retreat 
Center at Mount Sequoyah in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. Led by Betsy Eaves and Laura 
Vaughan, staff members and students self¬ 
lessly gave up their fall break to help the 
Conference Center with repairs and main¬ 
tenance. 

During the four-day stay on the 
Mountain, the mission team accomplished 
several important tasks. Some of the com¬ 
pleted tasks included building a ramp to the 
facility laundry room, blowing leaves from 
the roofs of the many buildings, cleaning 
gutters, and weeding in one of the many 
gardens. The team also helped to clean up 
an older cottage and then began the process 
of priming, sanding and painting. On 
another cottage rotten facial boards were 
replaced with freshly painted new ones. 


The team leveled a concrete ramp and 
repaired a plaster ceiling and installed con¬ 
crete patches in pot holes at the camp 
entrance. Vinca plants were transplanted 
beside a sidewalk to help with erosion. 

But to simply say that the only thing 
accomplished on this mission was work, 
would be an understatement, for each day 
began and ended with a time of devotion. 
Mission encompasses much more than the 
physical, it requires a great deal of the spir¬ 
itual and I truly believe this team grasped 
that concept. Because whether they were 
weeding out their lives in the garden or 
tearing down walls they tend to hide 
behind while cleaning the cottage, they 
were each writing a chapter in their lives. 
God’s presence was definitely at work as 
the mission team expressed their love for 
him through their selfless hard work. 

*Brittany Richardson is a freshman at 
Centenary College. 


La. hosts Cambodian Consultation 


Bishop Roy Sano believes that God is 
moving through the people of the United 
Methodist Church in Cambodia. 

“Something’s astir in the field. The 
church in Cambodia has a distinctive wit¬ 
ness to bear to the world,” said Bishop 
Sano during the Cambodian Consultation 
held Sept. 17-19 at St. Matthew’s United 
Methodist Church in Metairie, La. 

The vibrant and successful inter- 
Methodist mission in Cambodia was the 
focus of the consultation, which featured 
presentations from Bishop Sano, Episcopal 
leader of the United Methodist Church in 
Cambodia; Rev. Dr. Romeo del Rosario, 
country director the United Methodist 
Mission in Cambodia; and Rev. Jong Sung 
Kim, director of the Office of Mission 
Initiatives for the General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

Volunteers in Mission representatives 
from a total of 11 states, plus Puerto Rico, 
were in attendance. Participants in the con¬ 
sultation were able to network with GBGM 
missionaries currently serving in 
Cambodia. 

Rev. del Rosario announced that the 
Cambodian church held its first annual 


conference in August and highlighted sev¬ 
eral statistics that indicate growth and 
progress toward the church’s autonomy. 

“Of the 10 district superintendents serving 
in Cambodia, six are Khmer (ethnic 
natives). By 2016, it is hoped that the con¬ 
ference with be fully autonomous with a 
native Cambodian bishop,” he added. 

There are currently 12 elders and 19 
deacons serving the Cambodian church and 
a “long line of pastors in training,” accord¬ 
ing to the country director. 

“Of the 60 million people in Cambodia, 
70 percent of then are 30 years or 
younger,” said Rev. del Rosario. “Worship 
services are led primarily by young people 
and the churches are filled with young peo¬ 
ple,” he said, lifting up the need for contin¬ 
ued leadership development for these pas¬ 
sionate United Methodists. 

The low numbers of older Cambodians 
today is due to the murderous practices of 
the Khmer Rouge during the 1970’s when 
widespread genocide wiped out a whole 
generation of people in the country. 

Rev. Kim pointed out that there are cur¬ 
rently 143 United Methodist churches in 
Cambodia. 



Louisiana Volunteers 
In Mission 

Construction and Repair Mission 
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LAVIM continues medical, spiritual service to Cambodia with teams 



Louisiana Volunteers in Mission contin¬ 
ues its service to the people of Cambodia 
with four missions that will take place 
starting next year. 

Beverly Dinnel will lead a medical team 
to the Svay Rieng District from Feb. 6-19, 
2010. Team members will coordinate a 
five-day basic health clinic in a rural area 
three hours east of Phnom Penh. The team 
currently has one pediatrician, a nurse 
practitioner, several nurses and two den¬ 
tists. “We could use additional physicians 
or physician’s assistants,” said Beverly. 

In addition to offering medical care, the 
team will dispense vitamins and generic 
medicines. The group will work as a team 
with local provincial nurses in an effort to 
help villagesr feel more comfortable. “We 
administer basic care and refer serious 
issues to the provincial medical center,” 
said Beverly, who will be participating in 
her third medical mission serving 
Cambodia. 

The people are very friendly and 
extremely appreciative for any consultation 
they get, she added. “You create memories 
that last a lifetime. If you try it once, 
you’re hooked!” 

Rev. Jack O’Dell will lead a team to 
Sihanoukville from May 22-June 5, 2010 
to lead a second Cambodian youth event. 
“We are looking for college students, 
adults and graduating high school seniors 
to facilitate this leadership camp for 
Cambodian youth. At our first event in 
December of 2008, over 200 Cambodian 
youth participated. First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge generously funded 
$12,000 for scholarships for the 2008 
event. I’ve already received some commit¬ 
ments, but I am looking for 12 churches to 
give $1,000 each to fund these scholarships 
once again,” said Jack. 

“This was one of the best opportunities 
in mission I’ve ever experienced. We are 
there to equip and train their youth so that 
they can lead others in their country. We 
worship, have music, provide classes in 
Bible studies, and work with them on how 
to be a leader in their culture,” said Jack, 
who added that the team will also spend 
half a day at the orphanage in Phnom Penn 
and half a day at the dumpsite ministry 
with GBGM Missionary Clara Biswa. 

An all-men’s mission will be led by Ken 
Musick and Archie Corder from Oct. 21- 


Nov. 4, 2010 to Phnom Penh. Working out 
of the Cambodia Methodist Bible School, 
the team will meet with Cambodian clergy 
and Methodist men of Cambodia to 
exchange ideas on what men can do to 
assist their pastors with evangelism and 
church growth. “We’ll give input on things 
we know and receive input from the 
Cambodians on ideas they have. We’ll 
touch on the topic of being effective 
Christian men, husbands and fathers,” said 
Corder. 

Revs. Ann Sutton and Clifton Conrad 
will lead a team to Cambodia on Oct. 6-17, 
2011 that will serve as a pastor’s consulta¬ 
tion and retreat. “We hope to provide a 
retreat-like atmosphere designed for spiri¬ 
tual enrichment, fellowship and encourage¬ 
ment,” said Rev. Sutton. 

A second team in Ocober of 2011 will 
be led by John and Tina Butterfield of First 
UMC in Pineville. The team will primarily 
be a construction team. Details of a partic¬ 
ular project and any additional ministry to 
be conducted by the team are still in the 
planning. Experienced carpenters, electri¬ 
cians and plumbers and those who wish to 
learn and serve on a construction mssion 
are needed. 

Clara Biswas, a GBGM missionary 
serving in Cambodia, had this to say at the 
Cambodian Consultation held in Metairie 
this past September: “There are many dif¬ 
ferent ways to become a partner in mission. 
Even if you cannot physically serve on a 
team, if you have the heart to be a partner 
in mission, God has a ministry for you. 
Through prayer, through financial sup¬ 
port. Whatever you are called to do.” 

Biswas has served faithfully in chil¬ 
dren’s ministry in Cambodia, specifically 
in the outreach ministry at the dump in 
Phnom Penh. “We are reaching many chil¬ 
dren through the school. We hire students 
who work for us as teachers and social 
workers. The money they earn, in turn, 
pays their way to university,” she added. 

Those interested in joining the medical 
team may contact Beverly Dinnel, (985) 
320-2393; the youth event, Rev. Jack 
O’Dell, (985) 981-2334; the men’s team, 
Ken Musick (225) 937-3861 or Archie 
Corder (504) 339-1229; the pastor’s con¬ 
sultation, Rev. Ann Sutton, (337) 962- 
2235; or the construction team, call (318) 
446-6495. 



Pictured clockwise from top left, a 
member of a LAVIM medical team to 
Cambodia takes a patient’s blood 
pressure during a clinic. Pictured at 
the Cambodian Consultation in 
Metairie held Sept. 17-19 are, top, 
front row, Esther Gitobu, GBGM mis¬ 
sionary; Tuy Chamroeun, 

Battambang District Youth President; 
Irene Mparutsa, GBGM missionary; 
Rev. Dr. Romeo del Rosario, GBGM 
missionary and country director for 
the United Methodist Mission in 
Cambodia; Prak Vuty, local pastor 
for the church in Kompong 
Chhanang; Clara Biswas, GBGM mis¬ 
sionary; Katherine Parker, GBGM 
missionary; and Svay Youthearoath, 
principal of the Bible school in 
Cambodia that is training United 
Methodist clergy. Also gathered at 
the event are, left to right, Clinton 
Rabb; Joseph Bradley, missionary 
intern from Texas; Bishop Roy Sano, 
Episcopal leader of the United 
Methodist Church in Cambodia; Rev. 
Jong Sung Kim, director of the Office 
of Mission Initiatives for the General 
Board of Global Ministries; and Rev. 
Jim Gulley, GBGM Consultation 
Coordinator. During the consultation, 
a visitor from Cambodia, right, ‘mod¬ 
els’ a scarf made by women in a 
micro industry sponsored by The 
United Methodist Church in 
Cambodia. 
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A 10-member LAVIM team to Reynosa, Mexico is pictured during a mini-medical clinic held May 27-31. The team was led by Mary Anne and Heidi Schindler. Mini-medi¬ 
al and construction teams work in border town such as Reynosa, Nuevo Progreso, Rio Bravo, Matamoros, or Valle Hermosa, among others. They can be both medical 
and construction or specialize in either. These team are four days in length, departing on Thursday and returning on Sunday. Clinics are held in local churches or 
community centers. Construction may be on churches, schools, clinics or parsonages. 


A letter from Mexico’s Volunteers in Mission, Eastern Conference 


After a summer with many canceled 
teams due to fear of Swine Flu and news 
reports of violence on the border, our teams 
have slowly begun come back, but with 
fewer members than in the past. In May, I 
had to ask a LAVIM team from Bossier 
City to postpone their visit. But now they 
are rescheduled for November, continuing 
to help us minister to the less fortunate. 
Praise the Lord, for the commitment that 
we have witnessed by many teams from 
Louisiana! I hope and pray that as the situ¬ 
ation in our area continues to improve we 
can receive even more LAVIM teams next 
year. 

Recently, a couple of LAVIM teams 
have worked with us in two areas located 
near Reynosa, Mexico. One of the areas is 
Reynosa Diaz, a farm community where 
Pastor Roberto Gomez and his wife Keyla 
have been serving for several years. A team 
from Belle Chase United Methodist Church 
invited the Gomezes to come to the U.S. to 
visit their church this past September. They 
couple also visited Jefferson UMC in 
Baton Rouge and Munholland UMC in 
New Orleans. They had a wonderful time 
sharing about God’s work in the areas sur¬ 
rounding Reynosa. 


A separate LAVIM team went to Diaz 
Ordaz, west of Reynosa. The volunteers 
repaired the roof of the Methodist Church, 
which was more than 30 years old. The 
drives to these sites take more than 40 min¬ 
utes . . . and that reminded us that we need 
to improve our passenger van. So, if you 
know of an opportunity for us to get a 15 
passenger van for the ministry, please let 
Larry Norman know about it! Also, we 
need construction tools of any kind to help 
with the work. One way to help us might 
be with a Home Depot or Lowe’s gift card. 
Any gifts you may discover for us need to 
be directed through the LAVIM office, 
please. 

This year, two LAVIM medical teams 
visited a Christian refuge for immigrants in 
Reynosa. This facility houses people that 
have been deported from the U.S., or that 
have been traveling from Central America 
through Mexico looking for the opportunity 
to cross the Rio Grande River. Their dream 
is to find a job in the U.S. to support their 
families back home. The needs of this 
camp are great as the camp does not 
receive any governmental support, just ver¬ 
bal permission to operate. They serve over 
100 people every day and provide three 



meals a day for those who come. This is a 
non-denominational center, not formally 
supported or sponsored. Donations of 
food, blankets, and other supplies come 
from various churches and individuals. 

The establishment of such “Help Centers” 
are supported and/or sponsored by the 
Methodist Church of Mexico. 

A new school project in Reynosa is 
starting to take shape. By the end of this 
year, we’re hoping to have a new school 
Administrative Board registered and I think 
by next summer we will start construction. 
In the meantime, the clinic in downtown 
Reynosa is becoming a four bed hospital. 
We have negotiated a date with the contrac¬ 
tor for January and we are working to get 
new medical equipment donated for the 
surgery and recovery rooms. Two anesthe¬ 
sia machines are arriving next month from 
Bossier City. One of the team members 
got them donated for us. An ultrasound 
machine arrived with the Haughton UMC 
team in October. The LAVIM office advis¬ 
es me that several pallets of medical sup¬ 
plies for the clinic have been given by St. 
Patrick’s Hospital in Lake Charles and will 
be sent to us by teams who have chosen to 
drive to the border. Praise the Lord! This 


will lead us to a higher level of service to 
the community. I pray that we find the 
ways to assist many people in need. By 
charging a little extra to those that are able 
to afford the hospital services, we can pro¬ 
vide for those who cannot. LAVIM teams 
that have a surgical component will be 
invited to use these facilities on a sched¬ 
uled basis. 

The Resurrection Church in Tampico is 
almost completed; they have been able to 
raise some money to continue the work. 

We still need a couple of teams to help 
them finish the two story building. The par¬ 
sonage will be upstairs and the fellowship 
hall, downstairs. We are hoping that First 
UMC in Lake Charles will again be part of 
this Tampico congregation for a mission 
team in 2010. 

The Church of Mexico is grateful for 
your love, prayers and continuous support 
for the mission projects. We pray that your 
churches and families be blessed in the hol¬ 
iday seasons of the next few months and 
always. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Willie Berman, GBGM missionary 
Eastern Conference VIM Coordinator 
Methodist Church of Mexico 
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LAVIM volunteers are shown during a mini-medical clinic offering dental services to local residents. Mexico Volunteers in Mission builds and distributes PET "scoot¬ 
ers." PET (Personal Energy Vehicle) scooters are designed for those physically challenged who are walking impaired. Recipients of the PET can maneuver themselves 
around town by "peddling" the vehicle with their hands. Louisiana teams have helped to build a PET assembly center at El Buen Pastor Methodist Church in Nuevo 
Progreso. 
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2010 MEXICO 
MINI-MEDICAL/ 
CONSTRUCTION 

REYNOSA, CARBONERAS, 
MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 
VALLE HERMOSO 

bates 

Team Leader 

January 6-10 

Available 

February 4 - 7 

Kathy Wells 

February 18-21 

Available 

March 4 - 7 

Tom Dungan 

March 18-21 

Jill Brandao 

April 8 -11 

Don and 


Candy Olsen 

April 14-18 

Jackie Smith 

April 22 - 25 

Mark Martin 

April 29 - May 2 

Mark Bray 

May 6 - 9 

Ann Sutton 

May 13 - 16 

Available 

May 20 - 23 

Available 

May 26 - 30 

Available 

June 3 - 6 

Joel Kees 

June 16-20 

Kelly Novak/ 


Rachel Basco 

June 23- 27 

Heidi 


Schindler 

July 1 - 4 

Kathy Powers 

July 8 - 12 

Archie Corder 

July 30 - August 1 

Available 

No bates 

in Auaust 

September 2 - 5 

Kathy Wells 

September 9-12 

Available 

September 16-19 

Dennis Bouck 

September 23 -26 

Available 

September 30 - 

Ann Sutton 

October 3 


October 7-10 

Available 

October 14-17 

Glenn 


Cambre 

October 21-24 

Available 

October 28-31 

Tom Dungan 

November 4 - 7 

Rodney and 

Cindy Frisard 

November 18-21 

Beth Bowers/ 

Roger 

Templeton 

December 2 - 5 

Darlene 


Guillot 







2010 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Bahamas 

February 14-20 

Eleuthera 

Centenary CLC 

Construction 

March 27-April 2 

Eleuthera 

Brian Mercer 

Construction 

April 4-10 

Eleuthera 

Northwest Wesley 
Foundation 

Construction 

Cambodia 

February 6-19 

Svay Rieng District 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

May 22-June 5 

Phnom Penh 

Jack O'Dell 

Construction 

October 21-Nov. 4 

Phnom Penh 

Ken Musick/ 

Archie Corder 

Construction 

Costa Rica 

October 

Cuba 

San Jose 

Ruth Owensby 

Construction 

October 18-28 

Guatemala 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

March 27-April 1 

Lemoa 

Max Zehner, Tulane 
Wesley Foundation 

Construction/VBS 

Honduras 

June 19-26 

Quisqualaqua 

Asbury UMC/ 
Lafayette 

Construction 

India 

February 25-March 

12 Bareilly 

Ronnie Lawrence 

St. Paul's School 

Construction 

March 4-20 

Faridpur 

Clara Swain Clinic 

Larry Norman 

Medical 

Mexico 

April 17 - 24 

Tampico 

John Bergstedt 

Construction 

Russia 

June 8-19 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Edu. 

June-July 

Voronezh/Moscow 

Richard Sirmon 

Construction 

Camp Crystal/Good 

News Church 


December 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Edu. 

South Africa 

June 11 - July 1 

Johannesburg 

Angela Bulhof 

Construction 



McNeese Wesley Foundation 

June 

Johannesburg 

Amanda Dolph 

Aids Ministry/ 
Construction 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Alaska 

June 20-28 

Name 

Allen Tuten 

Construction 

June 12-20 

Douglas 

Jim McHodkins/ 

John Majesty 

Construction 

July 10-18 

Arkansas 

Douglas 

Lane Cotton Winn 

Construction/VBS 

April 5-9 

Fayetteville 

John Krause 

Repair/SCJ UMVIM 


Mount Sequoyah 


Work Week 

Texas 

June-July 

Pearland 

Marj Robinson 

Family Mission/ 

Christian Alliance 


2011 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Bahamas 

Spring 

Eleuthera 

McNeese Wesley 
Foundation 

Construction 

Cambodia 

Sept. 29-Oct. 10 

Phnom Penh 

Clifton Conrad/ 

Ann Sutton 

Education 

Fall 

Phnom Penh 

John and Tina 
Butterfield 

Construction 

Honduras 

June 18-25 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC/ 
Lafayette 

Construction 

Kenya 

May-June 

Marimanti 

Centenary CLC 

Aids Orphan Project 

Additional missions are always in the planning. Contact the LAVIM office for additions by calling 


(225) 346-1646. 
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Stained glass windows added to chapel at Indian orphanage 



The stained glass windows pictured above have been added to the Warne Baby Fold Chapel in Bareilly, India. The chapel was built by Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
teams. The glass has been given in memory of Dorothy Thompson by her husband Roy Thompson of California. Dorothy is the late sister of Lillian Wallace, 
Cultivation Secretary for the Clara Swain Hospital in Bareilly. The windows were designed and crafted by Musrat Khan, the same artist that provided the main stained 
glass given by LAVIM volunteers for the chapel. 



Louisiana 
Volunteers in 
Mission 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 

Larry D. Norman 

Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 222 
(888) 239-5286 
LduckN@aol. com 

Brenda Coppit 
Assistant to the Director 
(225) 346-1646 ext. 226 
BrendaCoppit@la-umc. org 

Pat Mauras 

Financial Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 ext. 240 
Patmauras@la-umc.org 

LAVIM fax 
(225) 383-3144 


Increase your income for life 

Give a gift to your church and the United Methodist Foundation 
will pay you a high annuity rate—fixed for life! In addition, you 
are eligible to receive an immediate charitable tax deduction and 
your gift helps the church continue its mission. 

You’ll receive an even higher rate by deferring your 
annuity payments until a later date. 


Deferring Payments 
Increases Your Payout 

Age 
at time 
of gift 

Age when 
payments 
begin 

Adjusted 

payout 

45 

65 

12.1% 

50 

65 

9.8% 

55 

70 

10.5% 

60 

70 

8.6% | 


Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.3% 

70 

5.7% 

75 

6.3% 

80 

7.1% 

85 

8.1% 

90+ 

9.5% 


UNITED METHODIST 

foundation 

■- of Louisiana - 

"Where J arth and Money Come fogether 


(225) 346-1535 
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Two-life rates are lower. 


Supplement your retirement income 
while supporting your church. 


(800) 256-9317 


www.umfgiving.org 
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Rethinking Evangelism 



Effective evangelism is done by those who wait on the Lord, said Dr. Tony Campolo to an audience of 1,200 United 
Methodists on Nov. 14. “Lay people who are burned out because they don’t wait on the Lord—because they don’t do 
centering prayer—will struggle. We must model Scripture, which says, ‘they shall walk and not faint.’” The professor 
emeritus at Eastern University served as keynote speaker for the event which challenged lay and clergy to “rethink 
evangelism.” The day-long conference was held at the Alexandria Riverfront Center. 

Campolo speaks to capacity crowd in Alexandria 


Over 1,200 United Methodists from 
throughout the Louisiana Annual 
Conference listened to Dr. Tony Campolo 
as they began to “rethink evangelism.” 

Dr. Campolo addressed the capacity 
crowd at the Alexandria Riverfront 
Center on Nov. 14, inspiring the audience 
to “live the Great Commandment.” 

“Before you can evangelize, you have 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit,” said 
Campolo. The professor emeritus at East 
University said that too often, Christians 
are caught up with the process of “how” 
to evangelize without first preparing 
themselves for the task. “It’s not just 
about techniques; its about the power of 
the Holy Spirit at work,” he emphasized. 

Campolo encouraged the audience to 
consider that John Wesley was intrigued 
by the Catholic mystics, and that prayer 
was an important part of his Aldersgate 
experience. Wesley knew the importance 
of what we would call ‘centering’ prayer, 
and that the Holy Spirit needs a clean 


vessel to dwell in, said Campolo, refer¬ 
encing the 40th chapter of the Book of 
Isaiah where the Holy Spirit “invaded” 
the author. 

Effective evangelism is done by those 
who wait on the Lord, he added. “Lay 
people who are burned out because they 
don’t wait on the Lord—because they 
don’t do centering prayer—will struggle. 
We must model Scripture, which says, 
‘they shall walk and not faint.’” 

Campolo was quick to emphasize, 
“There’s nothing wrong with those 
prayers you’ve been praying every 
evening. But try this. Every night, I recall 
from the moment I woke up, all the 
things I did that day to glorify God and 
witness for Christ.” He added that some 
might find that simplistic and nothing 
more than positive thinking. He chal¬ 
lenged the audience to refer to the Book 
of Philippians which instructs us to 
“dwell on those things that are excellent.” 
“Think on these things; then continue to 


do them,” said Campolo, who talked 
about the tendency of Christians to think 
about those things that they did wrong. 

“You love to confess your sins, you 
Methodists. No wonder churches are 
filled with depressed people,” he joked, 
getting a big laugh from the audience. 
“Before you look at the dark side of 
humanity, you better look at the bright 
side. Why would you do to yourself that 
which you wouldn’t do to a child?,” he 
said, encouraging participants to “focus 
on the positive.” 

There is a place, however, for examin¬ 
ing where we have failed, he added. After 
looking at the positive, we should think 
about where we failed to show kindness 
and love. 

Campolo shared a story about a young 
man he knew in high school. The boy, 
named Roger, was gay. Campolo went to 
a tough, inner-city school, and Roger was 
constantly picked on by the other stu- 

See Campolo, page i 
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Thankful Anyway! 


I went to see my Cardiologist last 
week and go to see another of my pri¬ 
mary care physicians in the morning. In 
both instances I have a co-pay I will have 
to meet, but at least I have health insur¬ 
ance! Having health insurance has been 
a great blessing throughout my profes¬ 
sional career, and I am keenly aware it is 
becoming a precious commodity in our 
current American society. 

I am deeply grateful to the church for 
your generous care of my family and me 
over the years. And I am deeply grateful 
that commitment continues not only for 
me, but also for every clergy family in 
every full-time charge in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. It is still a generous 
blessing that not everyone enjoys, not 
even everyone who helps support the 
church through their sacrificial gifts! 
That’s why my heart is not fully happy 
over the announced increase in the annu¬ 
al rates of our self-funded Conference 
Health Plan. I know this increase will not 
be easily absorbed by every charge that 
pays into this plan on behalf of the clergy 
families. 

Many of you are aware that there will 
be an annual increase of $1356 for 
health insurance in 2010. And yet, that 
still puts us at a very “reasonable” total 
annual amount of $10,536 per clergy 
family unit for protective health care. 

Helping shoulder this increase, the 
clergy will be receiving reduced benefits. 
Deductibles for today’s plan are $2,000 
per individual, with a $4,000 maximum 
for a family. Beginning in January, 

2010, that deductible will go to $3,000 
per individual, and $6,000 per family. 

The Maximum Out of Pocket expense 
for any family who has met their 
deductibles is currently $6,150, and that 
will be increased to $10,000 beginning 
January 1, 2010. As you can see, the 
clergy families will spend more from 
their salaries to join with local church 
increases in order to have protective cov¬ 
erage, especially from catastrophic ill¬ 
nesses. 

There has been so much talk about 
needing to get expert help to guide us in 
these decisions and to shop for more 
affordable plans. I want all to know we 
have that expert advice coming from a 
wonderful advisory firm and all avenues 
are being explored. One of our greatest 
obstacles to lower rates is our actual 
experience as a group with regard to ill¬ 
nesses and costs to cover those illnesses. 
That experience makes us “undesirable” 
to many major insurance companies, 
who have declined our invitation to bid 
on coverage for us. And yet, the nature 
of our covenant community says we will 
make health coverage available to every¬ 
one who serves a hill-time charge. To 
make universal coverage possible we 
have to have everyone in the plan. 

As I have talked with bishops of other 
Conferences, it has been apparent that 
our costs are low compared to most oth¬ 
ers. That lower cost has been made pos¬ 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


sible by our self- 
insured plan and by 
the higher 

deductibles our cler¬ 
gy families have 
been given. If we 
lowered the 
deductibles or joined 
the different plans 
we have explored, 
the cost would sky¬ 
rocket. 

Accompanying the high deductibles 
and making them workable has been the 
$1200 per year that is placed in a Health 
Savings Account for every eligible clergy 
family unit. That is part of the cost to 
the local church, but helps significantly 
on the high deductible of each family 
unit. The new plan continues this wel¬ 
comed feature and will make the new 
costs per family unit a little less biting. 

The last thing I want to convey is that 
even when we increase payments and 
raise deductibles and Maximum Out of 
Pocket expenses, our plan still loses 
money each year. And that is in spite of 
an additional $828,340 that comes to us 
from various sources apart from the pay¬ 
ments made by the churches. We contin¬ 
ue to accumulate a deficit amount 
because our actual costs to provide insur¬ 
ance continue to exceed the incoming 
dollars we receive both from churches 
and the other sources of funding. 

We are seriously discussing a 
Wellness Program that, if adopted and 
instituted, should bring better health to 
our participants, and thus lower medical 
costs. We continue to look for alterna¬ 
tive ways to provide this needed protec¬ 
tion, while keeping costs manageable. 

To use proverbial language, “We’re not 
leaving one stone unturned.” 

I extend a huge expression of 
“Thanks” to our Conference Board of 
Pensions and those charged with Health 
Insurance for a thankless task of trying to 
do that which almost seems impossible. 
Because of you, and because of the gen¬ 
erosity and caring concern of the church¬ 
es of Louisiana, we are able to assure our 
clergy families, and those lay families 
who are employees of local churches and 
who are insured with us, a stable life 
when it comes to health coverage. It is a 
major blessing and we are grateful. 

This journey with health related issues 
doesn’t get any simpler. And it doesn’t 
appear it will change any time soon. 

“For Now” we are offered the wisdom 
and expertise of the most informed peo¬ 
ple who work in this field. Let us give 
thanks. 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 


In Memoriam 

Clergy 

Spouses 

Rev. Wilbert 

Dorothy J. Evans 

Christopher August 

August 4, 2009 

June 6, 2009 

Joyce A. Hall 

April 14, 2009 

Rev. Burnell Bell 

August 31,2009 

Gloria L. Henderson 

September 20, 2009 

Rev. William Thomas 

Jewell M. Alverson 

Hall, Jr. 

June 10, 2009 

September 9, 2009 


Samuel R. Burch 

Rev. Robert Donald 

June 3, 2009 

Hayes 

Mildred JoAnn 
Constable 

September 23, 2009 

July 5, 2009 

Rev. William Francis 

Mayo 

Anne K. Elliott 

July 4, 2009 

August 30, 2009 

Rev. Lewis Alton 
Peel, Sr. 

Thelma F. Giessen 

September 29, 2009 

June 2, 2009 

Adele T. Norris * 

November 2, 2009 


Myra Annette Wilkes 

September 30, 2009 


*http://obits.nola.com/obituaries/nol 
a/obituary.aspx?n=adele-theresa- 
washington-norris&pid=135702778 
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Women of the La Conference UMW and women around the world 
are getting ready for Assembly 2010... Won’t you join them? 

The Assembly Scripture: Colossians 1:3-6 


In our prayers for you we always thank God, for the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid for you in heaven. 

You have heard this Gospel before in the word of the truth, the Gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in 
the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 
(New Revised Standard Version) 


Assembly 2010 is bringing talented lead¬ 
ers to the growing line-up. Among these is 
the renowned vocalist and performer CeCe 
Winans, a multi-Grammy winning 
American Gospel singer who has released 
eight solo albums and nine albums with her 
brother as duo BeBe and CeCe Winans. In 
2008, she released her solo album, “Thy 
Kingdom Come”. 

Another special guest is the newly 
appointed United Methodist Bishop 


Joaquina Nhanala of Mozambique, the 
first female United Methodist Bishop in 
Africa. She was accepted for theological 
studies at the 1985 Mozambique Annual 
Conference, was ordained a Deacon in 1989 
When civil war in Liberia dismpted her 
studies, she completed her diploma in theol¬ 
ogy at Trinity College in Ghana. She gradu¬ 
ated from a theological school in Kenya 
with a master’s degree in Bible studies and 
theology. She is a beneficiary of a United 


Methodist Women’s scholarship for her 
studies. 

Award-winning Judy Woodruff, a 
broadcast journalist, has covered politics and 
other news for more than three decades at 
CNN, NBC and PBS. She serves as a sen¬ 
ior correspondent for “The News Hour with 
Jim Lehrer” and anchors a monthly program 
for Bloomberg Television “Conversations 
with Judy Woodruff’. She is a founding co¬ 
chair of the International Women’s Media 


Foundation, an organization dedicated to 
promoting and encouraging women in com¬ 
munication industries world wide. 

As your Louisiana liaison for registering 
for the Assembly, please feel free to call me 
if you have questions, I will find out the 
answer if I do not know. My numbers are 
318-326-5921 (home) and 318-286-2686 
(cell). Please see additional hotel registration 
information on Page 6. 

Jeanette McCalman 


Assembly 2010: Faith • Hope • Love in Action 
April 30-May 2, 2010 
America’s Center 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Optional Pre-Conference Events on April 29 

United Methodist Women assemble every four years to celebrate, to lift 
up, to learn, and to return to their communities better equipped for mis¬ 
sion. Tens of thousands of women have been meeting in this fashion 
since 1942 in a unified effort to stay at the forefront of the work being 
done both locally and globally, both systemically and in charity, to improve 
and sustain the lives of women, children and youth. 

Assembly 2010 has been themed: “Faith • Hope • Love in Action.” Chosen 
because it encapsulates the 140 year history of United Methodist Women, 
it says everything about what is happening on the ground today, and is 
the momentum for decades to come. Faith • Hope • Love in Action is the 
energy that moves through each woman that has pledged her time for 
service through United Methodist Women 


2010 Assembly Theme and Vision Statement 
The Assembly Theme: 

Faith • Hope • Love in Action 


The Vision Statement: 

As United Methodist Women who are disciples of 
Jesus Christ we are called to share.. 


Faith 

Our belief in the promise of a new heaven and a 

new earth. 


Hope 

Our expectation of needs met for all 
Love 

Our sisterhood of grace and our embodiment of 

justice. 

In Action 

We find fulfillment of Faith. Hope. Love in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 


Speakers and musicians slated 
for UMW Assembly 2010 


Assembly 2010, is slated for April 30- 
May 2, 2010, will focus on the them 
“Faith, Hope, Love in Action.” 

The event is to be held in America’s 
Center in St. Louis, Missouri.The assembly 
is held every four years and tens of thou¬ 
sands of women have gathered in this man¬ 
ner for 67 years. 

This quadrennial celebration features 
exciting speakers and music leaders that 
will ad to a very memorable experience. 

The keynotes and music leader are list¬ 
ed here with brief biographies: 

Bishop Joaquina 
Nhanala 

Elected as the first 
female United 
Methodist Bishop in 
Africa in 2008, Bishop 
Joaquina Nhanala has 
coordinated women’s 
projects for the 
Mozambique church 
and led a World Relief 
HIV/AIDS program 
designed to mobilize 
churches for education 
and advocacy in 
Mozambique’s three southern provinces. 

She was accepted for theological studies 
at the 1985 Mozambique Annual 
Conference and received sponsorship from 
the Women’s Fellowship. She was ordained 
a U.M. Deacon in 1989. 

Bishop Nhanala speaks five native lan¬ 
guages, as well as Portuguese and English. 
Bishop Nhanala presides over the 
Mozambique Episcopal 
Area covering 
Mozambique South 
Annual Conference 
and the South Africa 
Provisional Annual 
Conference. 

Dr.Dana Robert 

Dr. Dana Robert is a 
lifelong member of the 
United Methodist 


Church and has been a professor at Boston 
University School of Theology since 1984. 
She especially enjoys teaching students 
about the history of Christianity as it 
moves from one culture to another. She 
regularly travels to southern Africa where 
she engages in mission outreach and 
research, and she is affiliated with the 
African Studies Center at Boston 
University. Dr. Robert is a native of 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. She will be one 
of the guest preliminary 
speakers at Assembly 
2010 . 

Judy Woodruff 

Judy Woodruff is a 
broadcast journalist 
who has covered poli¬ 
tics and other news for 
more than three 
decades on CNN, 

NBC, and PBS. 

In May of 2005 she 
was awarded the 
Honorary Doctorate from the University of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
for her services to journalism. 

In 1982, having served as chief White 
House correspondent, Ms. Woodruff 
Released her book, “Judy Woodruff at the 
White House” (with Judy and Kathleen 
Maxa). Over the years, she has also spon¬ 
sored work and training programs focused 
on journalism for 
women in the country 
of Africa. 

CeCe Winans 

CeCe Winans is a 
multi Grammy winning 
American Gospel 
singer whose career 
spans over 20 years. 

She is also a very tal¬ 
ented singer, producer 
and song writer. Ms CeCe Winans 
Winans is a guest artist 
for the 2010 Assembly. 
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UMW president’s message recalls annual meeting in September 


We thank the ladies 
in the New Orleans 
District for a very suc¬ 
cessful Annual 
Meeting in September. 

We were blessed with 
good attendance, good 
weather and good fel¬ 
lowship. We celebrat¬ 
ed Faith, Love, Hope 
and Joy and we are 
still celebrating 
because we have been 
truly blessed and God has really been 
good to us and to the United Methodist 
Women. 

Our speaker Cheryl Trent was excellent 
and gave us a lot to think about and chal¬ 
lenged us as United Methodist Women. 

We were fortunate to have her with us. 

I was elected for a two year term as 
President and I thank everyone for the 
support that you have given me during my 
first year as serving the last year of 
Harriette Elrod’s term as President. A 
review of our accomplishments this year 
included: 

Conducting a Survey of the member¬ 
ship on a number of topics with the fol¬ 
lowing changes being made effective 
January 2010. 

Combining Annual Meeting and DELT 
and changing the date of Annual Meeting 
from Sept, to October. 

Next year’s Annual Meeting will be in 


the Alexandria District and will be held on 
Friday, October 1 through Saturday, 
October 2 with DELT following Annual 
Meeting. Please change your calendar to 
reflect the new dates. Also, please look 
for a new calendar early next year. 

We implemented a Membership Counts 
Campaign which means that every United 
Methodist Church will be visited within 
the next two years. These visits will be 
made by Conference and District Officers, 
present and past officers, as well as 
Women’s Division Directors and 
Jurisdiction Persons in our conference. 

The goal is to establish and strengthen 
relationship with every local United 
Methodist congregations and unit of the 
United Methodist Women. When you are 
contacted, please accept us with “open 
hearts, open minds and open doors” when 
we come. 

We had exciting Programs this year 
such as our SPIRITUAL RETREAT with 
Rev. Janet Wolf - “Listening with New 
Ears”; Our SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN 
MISSION, under the leadership of Joyce 
Thibodeaux and Dolores Giles, and now 
our ANNUAL MEETING, under the 
Leadership of Carolyn Bowers. We thank 
all of these ladies for a job well done. 

LA Conference served as the host for 
the West Gulf Regional School that was 
held in Louisiana at Dillard University. 
The West Gulf Regional School is made 
up of 15 other conferences. It will be 


coming back to Dillard University next 
year and we look forward to helping host 
the Regional School again. 

I represented UMW at Annual 
Conference and I look forward to serving 
in this capacity again next year. 

Ladies, Mission is what we do. At our 
School of Christian Mission this year, we 
collected more money for our Mission 
Agencies than we have in a long time. In 
addition, we collected supplies and we 
want to thank everyone who participated 
and contributed. 

ASSEMBLY 2010 will be April 30 
through May 2, 2010. I encourage you to 
register online immediately, if you have 
not done so. Additional information is 
furnished in this newsletter in articles 
from our conference Assembly liaison, 
Jeanette McCalman. If you need addition¬ 
al information, please contact Jeanette at 
318-326-5921. 

Finally, in July the Executive 
Committee approved that our Charter for 
Racial Justice priority would be 
Education. Specifically, SOME of our 
Charter Schools in Louisiana have set up 
ADMISSION REQUIRMENTS, thereby 
denying EQUAL ACCESS to educational¬ 
ly disadvantaged students. LOUISIANA 
IS THE ONLY STATE THAT ALLOWS 
CHARTER SCHOOLS TO SET UP 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS. They 
are using federal monies from “NO 
CHILD LEFT BEHIND” to fund these 


schools. We are not opposed to Charter 
Schools but they should not function as 
Magnet SCHOOLS, (schools that can set 
up for Admission Requirements). We have 
implemented a letter writing campaign to 
let our public officials know that we want 
this legislation changed and we DO NOT 
want Charter Schools to function as 
Magnet Schools. Persons who attended 
our Annual Meeting in New Orleans were 
asked to sign the letter and we received 
many signed letters which have been 
mailed to our elected officials. If you 
want additional information about how 
you can help and how you can let your 
voice be heard, please contact Barbara 
Ferguson, Social Action Coordinator. 

The letter will be available online at 
www.la-umc/ministries/umw. Click on the 
section titled UMW LETTER WRITING 
CAMPAIGN. From this site, you can 
download the letter, sign it and forward it 
to your legislative officials. The site info 
will include how to locate your specific 
legislators. 

Let us not forget what Jesus said in 
Matthew, 25:24 “In as much as you have 
done it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you have done it unto me.” 

As I stated, we have had a very busy 
year. We ask for your continued 
PRAYERS and SUPPORT as we do our 
best to be true to our heritage and move 
the Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women forward. 



Edna B. 
Hickman 


From the 

WOW! Wonderful 
Organized Women! 

This is what 
Conference Annual 
Meeting was for me, 
because I knew of the 
preparations made by 
the New Orleans 
District under the lead¬ 
ership of District 
President, Carolyn 
Bowers. We gathered at the beautiful 
Gretna United Methodist Church for two 
glorious days on September 18-19. 

The 36th UMW Annual Meeting was 
convened by our Conference President, 
Edna Hickman. 

We were treated to one super engaging 
and exciting event after another. The theme 
was truly a Celebration of FAITH, LOVE, 
HOPE and JOY. Faith that inspires Hope 
as promoted by Love brings Joy. Then we 
were reminded of our faith through the 
reading of God’s word from 1 
Thessalonians 1:3 - 1:6 and 1 Corinthians 
13:13. by Conference Spiritual Growth 
leader, Juanita Lagard along with her 
inspiring invocation. Our Mission Candle 
burned for 1 hr., 45 minutes, and % second 
for a grand total of $3,870. 

After this, we were mesmerized by a 
‘dream team’ of male vocalists called “The 
Cornerstone Harmonizers”. They even 
composed and dedicated a song just for our 
UMW members. 

We were also led in song, by the very 
capable Staphenae Carey, Jurisdiction 
Team Member, who was accompanied by 
musician Dorothy Pennington. 


One of the highlights of our business 
meeting was the awarding of the 
Conference Woman in Mission to, Jean 
Goins, of Noel UMC in Shreveport 
District. We were also delighted to receive 
reports from our Conference Mission agen¬ 
cies. However, we were distressed to learn 
of the closing of North Rampart 
Community Center’s school for a time due 
to a fire in the building. 

We really experienced “Joy” at the ban¬ 
quet held in the Gretna fellowship hall on 
Friday evening. Along with a delicious 
meal, we were entertained by outstanding 
young members of the Andrew J. Douglas 
Bell Choir. Some of the members also per¬ 
formed a liturgical dance selection. For 
our dinner music, we experienced the 
incomparable Mr. Cark J. Knighten who 
sang and played piano. His musical dexter¬ 
ity had us all in ‘rock’ motion. We were on 
our feet as he went into “When the Saints 
Go Marching In.” It was truly a tun and 
joyous time. 

The next morning was of a different 
kind of “Joy.” The Gretna UMC Praise and 
Worship Team, “Committed” led us in true 
worship from the soul. This was the back¬ 
ground for a very moving Communion 
Service led by the Gretna UMC Pastor, 

Rev. Tim Smith. But it got even better as 
Cheryl Trent, Women’s Division Director, 
gave us a wonderful description of our 
UMW history and showed how the work 
started by our foremothers is still being 
implemented today. 

She encouraged us to continue to do the 

See Vice-president, page 6 


Women’s 

The 2009 Fall 
Meeting of the United 
Methodist Women 
Board of Directors of 
the Women’s Division 
met in Stamford, Conn. 

Oct. 8-12, 2009. 

Highlights from the 
meeting are as follows 
Assembly report 

A house party host¬ 
ed by members of the 
Assembly Planning 
Committee— dressed in fashionable paja¬ 
mas—was held in order for the directors to 
find out what will be happening at the 
Assembly, slated for April 30-May 2, 2010. 
Each director was given a house party kit. 
Highlights of the Assembly and names of 
the special program guests were shared. 
They include CeCe Winans, gospel song 
artist; Bishop Joaquina Nhanala, first 
African Bishop elected; Rigoberts Menchu; 
Lila Downs; and Dr. Jocelyn Elders. The 
Dis-Ability Project and two national mis¬ 
sion institutions—Della Lamb’s Children 
Choir and Lessie Bates Davis-Sunshine 
Community Performance Ensemble—will 
participate in Assembly worship. There 
will be an UMCOR trailer standing by to 
collect school kits, health kits and birthing 
kits that participants will have the opportu¬ 
nity to make. Extensive planning has gone 
into celebrating UMW in mission. There 
will be an opportunity for participants to 
donate prayer shawls and baby blankets. It 
was voted that 25% of the prayer shawls 
will be available for a donation of $25. All 
funds collected from the prayer shawl 


donations will go to mission. The remain¬ 
ing prayer shawls and baby blankets 
received will be donated to ministries that 
impact the well-being of women, children 
and youth. Details concerning sizes and 
materials used for the shawls and baby 
blankets will be posted on line at 
www.umwmission.org . 

Property Committee report 

North Rampart Community Center of 
New Orleans, La. was awarded a grant to 
bring the electrical system up to code fol¬ 
lowing an electrical fire that required the 
evacuation of the summer camp for three 
days. 

Policy Committee report 

Kathleen Conrad, chairperson of the 
newly formed Editorial Committee, report¬ 
ed to the Policy Committee that the 
Spiritual Growth study for 2010, “For the 
Love of God: John’s Letters”, is presently 
in route to the designer. The study guide is 
also in the process of being contextualized 
for Spanish and Korean readership. 

Brenda Girton-Mitchell, president of 
Grace and Race Ministries Inc., was the 
presenter for the Institutional Racism ple¬ 
nary and guided the directors through a 
series of table discussions concerning mov¬ 
ing from racism to grace-ism. 

Membership Committee report 

The 2008 membership report for all five 
Jurisdictions was given to the directors and 
the importance of accurate and timely 
reporting of each local unit was empha¬ 
sized. A Membership Counts Initiative 
exercise allowed the directors to create a 

See Women’s Divison, page 5 


UMW vice-president 



Judy Willis 


Division Annual Board Meeting highlights Fall 2009 
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Pictured left to right: Cheryl Trent, Lueburd R. Myers, Ms. Doretha Brown, 
honoree, Edna B. Hickman and Pat Cobb. 


Recognizing a retiring 
United Methodist missionary 


Doretha Brown is a native of Louisiana 
growing up in the rural areas of Franklin 
and New Orleans, Louisiana. Special 
recognition was given to Ms. Brown for 
her service rendered as a United Methodist 
missionary in Africa. 2010 will be the 50th 
year anniversary of Ms. Brown’s starting 
her work as a commissioned United 
Methodist missionary in October of 1960. 
She was featured in the November 1983 
issue of Response and the article concern¬ 
ing her work notes her “conscious decision 
to go to Africa”. Ms. Brown states she felt 
that the need was great and that she could 
render service as a teacher. And so she did, 
working as the Director of the Girls’ Hostel 
in Liberia and Monrovia. She taught girls 


ranging from elementary to university age. 
“My life’s work and purpose is to teach”, 
wrote Ms. Brown who completed her B.A. 
in Elementary Education at Dillard 
University in New Orleans, taught grade 
school for two years, and then attended 
Scarritt College in Nashville. After her 
studies at Scarritt, she left for Liberia. 
There she both directed the Ganta hostel 
and taught part-time. 

Louisiana Conference UMW takes 
pleasure and honor in recognizing Ms. 
Doretha Brown for her dedication, perse¬ 
verance, and loyalty to the work of the 
United Methodist Church and to the lives 
of children worldwide. 


Baton Rouge District holds 
annual meeting and assembly party 


Saturday, Nov. 7 was a day of double 
celebration for members of the Baton 
Rouge District UMW as they held their 
District Annual Meeting and Local Elected 
Leadership Training. First UMC of Baker 
was the host church as the district members 
met. The theme, “Celebrating Faith, Love, 
Hope, and Joy” was brought to life by 
Edna Brown Hickman, Louisiana 
Conference UMW President and program 
speaker, who also recognized retiring offi¬ 
cers and installed the new officers of the 
district. Dolores G. Giles, who has served 
faithfully and skillfully over the last four 
years, retired as president and is returning 
as District Vice-President. Dolores noted 
that it has always been her goal to answer 
“yes” when it comes to serving God. Her 
time as president was recognized as just 
such an opportunity after moving to Baton 
Rouge following hurricane Katrina. She 
noted that she will “still be around” and is 
proud and happy to be serving as the 2010 
Dean of the Louisiana Conference School 
of Mission, scheduled for July 22-25, 2010. 
Also retiring were Delma Baker as chair of 
the committee on nominations and Cynthia 
DuBose-Blake as secretary and returning 
as a member of the Committee on 
Nominations, class of 2013. Joyce Perry is 
the new secretary of the district and Emma 
Young will serve as the new chair of the 


Committee on Nominations. 

The Revs. Eugene Rives and Bemadine 
Johnson, host church pastor and deacon, 
led the members in a beautiful and inspir¬ 
ing communion service as a part of the 
day’s program. A delicious lunch was 
enjoyed by all with dishes provided by the 
local units. Local Elected Leadership 
Training was held after lunch. 

The District Annual Meeting also 
served as a chance to celebrate the upcom¬ 
ing Assembly 2010 meeting and to boost 
the enthusiasm for attending. A festive 
table featured reminder “Save The Date” 
magnets and post cards, special book 
marks made especially for the day’s event, 
and the awarding of door prizes to four 
lucky persons attending who happened to 
hold the winning tickets. A DVD of UMW 
ladies speaking about their plans to attend 
urged all to “come with me” to Assembly 
2010. Women from around the world will 
gather in St. Louis, Missouri to celebrate 
the theme: Faith • Hope • Love in Action. 

A special “Thank You” to all of those 
persons in attendance who stopped by the 
Assembly Celebration Table to partake of 
the treats, prizes and information provided. 
UMW Assembly is a quadrennial meeting 
and boasts an attendance of tens of thou¬ 
sands of UMW members from around the 
world. 


From your Conference 
Social Action Coordinator 


This is our first year to embark on a let¬ 
ter writing campaign, specifically, to focus 
on social justice for disadvantaged children 
and youth. 

At our conference Annual Meeting this 
year, copies of the campaign letter were 
distributed and everyone was asked to 
make copies and to give these to their unit 
members to send to legislators, asking for 
all children to have equal opportunity with 
regard to charter school admission. 

There are several copies remaining 
which have been sent to the District Social 
Action Coordinators and Presidents. 


Information will be provided through a 
special site on the UMW page online giv¬ 
ing information on how to locate and con¬ 
tact officials as well as a copy of the letter 
itself being available to download, if need¬ 
ed. 

Please help with the letter writing cam¬ 
paign and send out your letters as soon as 
possible. Please also keep a record of 
responses you receive from the various 
officials. 

Barbara Ferguson, Social Action 
Coordinator, Louisiana Conference UMW 
and Members of the Charter for Racial 
Justice Committee 


Communications Updates 


Hello to all of our UMW “Web-surfers”. 
You have probably noticed that our 
Louisiana Conference website has a “new 
look”. These and other changes were cov¬ 
ered in the September 25th issue of the LA 
Now! 

Change is good and the site is now even 
more contemporary, offering more features 
that “will be helpful to local churches.” 

The article reminds us that the LA Now! is 
the main source of conference news. 
Remember also our conference United 
Methodist Women’s news is published in 
the Now four times per year. The exact 
dates may vary but all will be on schedule 
to highlight our yearly conference events as 
well as biannual, regional, jurisdictional, 
and quadrennial activities. In order to 
access UMW info online, you will need 
internet access. The web address for 
Louisiana Conference is: www.la-umc.org 

In order to access UMW’S specific info, 
► click on “ministries”in the top infor¬ 
mation bar. 

(A blue box will appear with the various 


ministry areas.) 

► Choose the “Laity” area, then 
“United Methodist Women”. 

(This will take you to the screen which 
holds the majority of our UMW info.) 

On our conference UMW page, we are 
building a central area with access to cur¬ 
rent application, nomination, report and 
event registration forms, including but not 
limited to talent bank forms; reading pro¬ 
gram reports; woman in mission nomina¬ 
tion forms, etc... Also for your informa¬ 
tion, the updated Standing Rules and 
Guidelines are now on line as is info on 
our current social action Letter Writing 
Campaign regarding policies on admission 
to charter schools of Louisiana. 

Many thanks to our conference web¬ 
master, Mr. Tim Hebert, who works closely 
with UMW with all of our needed updates. 
Thank you, ladies, for your attention and 
continued support. 

Blessings, 

Lana P. Lathan, Communications 
Coordinator, Louisiana Conference UMW 


A reminder from Membership, Nurture & Outreach 


Please remember our “Membership 
Counts” Campaign which remains in 
progress. 

This is a very important effort which 
will be of benefit to our organization. 
Think of it as our own “Census” as well as 
a “Reach Out And Touch” Process. 

The major effort is through visits to 
each and every local unit over the next two 
years. 

I join Women’s Division and our con- 

Women’s Division, from page 4 

membership kit for starting a new unit and 
for resourcing new members. 

Prayer vigil 

A prayer vigil was held Saturday, Oct. 
10 to show the support of the Division 
joining the faith community in calling for 
quality, affordable, accessible health care 
for all. 

Christian Social Action report 

Countdown to Co2penhagen buttons 
and information concerning the effects of 
global warming were presented, and a 
photo of directors wearing hats saying 


ference president in asking that when you 
are called upon, please open Your hearts, 
Your MINDS, and Your DOORS to this 
widespread effort on behalf of UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN everywhere! 

Many Thanks! 

Ethel Lilly, 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Coordinator 

LA Conference United Methodist 
Women 

“Cap It Off’ was taken. The need to 
reduce the current 390 carbon dioxide to a 
safety limit of 350 or lower was empha¬ 
sized. The photo will be displayed in Time 
Square. Visit the online community discus¬ 
sions for more information. 

Special guests at the board meeting 
from the Louisiana Conference were Kathy 
Kraiza, Executive Director of UMCOR 
Relief Supplies, and Virginia Baker, a 
newly commissioned deaconess from New 
Orleans, La. 

Submitted by: Kathleen Conrad, 
Women’s Division Director 
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Louisiana Conference Treasurer Report 

Ladies, we had a great time of worship, fellowship and business at our Annual Meeting held at Gretna United Methodist 
Church on September 18th-19th. We had 225 ladies and gentlemen in attendance for the meeting. Our guest speaker, Cheryl Trent, 
delivered a grand message on our theme “Celebrating Faith, Hope, Love and Joy”. 

Again, we are a generous group! We collected $1142.65 in our offering, which will go toward our Pledge to Mission. Our local 
National Missions received from our “Hands on Giving” project $1136.50. It will be disbursed as follows: Dulac- $440.50; North 
Rampart Community Center-$281.50; Sager Brown-$145; MacDonnell House-$269.50. We also will contribute another $305 
towards our Pledge to Mission from the sale of “old” ribbons and cards. With our book sales totaling $1653.46, we hope to see an 
increase in our reading certificates for 2010! 

Yes, as in the song we sang, we do have that Mission Giving down in our hearts! 

So for a two-day event, we collected a total of $3932.61 for mission work! We are giving and living our UMW Purpose. 

The business part of the meeting included accepting the Proposed Budget for 2010 and our Pledge to Mission service with each 
District declaring their pledge amounts for 2010. Our goal for this year was to increase our pledges and to reach them. Your District 
Pledge minus our AM&D equals our Pledge to Mission for Women’s Division. A recap of our Mission Giving for the year is: 


District 

Pledge 2009 

1st Quarter 

2nd Quarter 

3rd Quarter 

Total 

Acadiana 

$18,500 

$1523.50 

$1105.60 

$3794.42 

$6423.30 

Alexandria 

$25,000 

$4054.25 

$2616.08 

$6760.93 

$13431.26 

Baton Rouge 

$40,000 

$4822.45 

$6550.33 

$8859.04 

$20231.82 

Lake Charles 

$35,000 

$4207.85 

$4456.11 

$3685.92 

$12,358.88 

Monroe 

$30,000 

$2315.25 

$5432 

$4383.61 

$12,130.86 

New Orleans 

$30,000 

$7593.02 

$4785.78 

$5997.88 

$18,376.68 

Shreveport 

$51,000 

$7282.83 

$5698.15 

$10,275.96 

$23,256.94 

Conference 


$560 


$2507.28 

$3067.25 

Total 

$229,000 

$32,359.15 

$30,644.05 

$45,205.41 

$111,275.89 


So far we are at a shortfall of $117,724.11. How do we reach our goal? It is hard in these economic times to say give more. It can 
be said it is the same for us as a group as it is for us as individuals trying to make it. Our Local units, District officers and our 
Conference officers need to set realistic budgets and the follow them using our guidelines and bylaws. It is hard when the costs of so 
many things keep going up. Our Pledge to Mission for 2010 is $213,000 with a budget of $85,807.50. That means we spend 32% of 
our pledges. How can we cut this? By carpooling and being thrifty with our dollars. 

All the District treasurers met for DELT and all of us left with a greater sense of understanding where the money goes. If you do 
not know where it goes just ask us! 

This information was given for a better understanding of how the money works in our organization. Please, do not get disillu¬ 
sioned about it. I believe the amount of mission money we have given so far shows a wonderful amount of generosity pouring forth 
from the hearts of a wonderful group of United Methodist Women that I am proud of! 

Thanks to all who participated and for all those who gave their time and energy to accomplish another successful UMW event. 


Assembly 2010 information 

The Louisiana Conference UMW 
Assembly Liaison, Jeanette McCalman, is 
urging the ladies of the Louisiana 
Conference to register for Assembly AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE! 

Our first choice of hotels for Louisiana 
members is the Millenium Hotel, St. Louis 
at $105 perday. The Millenium has a three 
star rating and is located at 200 South 4th 
Street. 

The phone number is (314) 241-9500 
and there is a shuttle service to the meeting 
from the hotel. 

If the Millenium is full when making 
your reservation, the second choice in 
hotels is Holiday Inn Select/Downtown 
Convention Center, also a three star rated 
hotel. It is located at 811 North 9th Street, 
St. Louis. The phone number is (314) 421- 
4000.There is NO SHUTTLE SERVVICE 
to the meeting from the Holiday Inn Select 
hotel. 

Director of MacDonell 
Children Services 
set to retire 

Congratulations are extended from 
Louisiana Conference UMW to Mr. G.J. 
“Jerry” Bridges on his upcoming retire¬ 
ment (12-01-09) from the position of 
Director of the, United Methodist Church’s 
MacDonell Children’s Services. Your 
many years of service on behalf of thou¬ 
sands of children and their families are 
greatly appreciated and admired. 


In Memoriam 

Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women extend condolences to the fol¬ 
lowing friends and members who have recently lost beloved ones, family, and 

friends. Our prayers are with you and yours. 


Rev. Connie Breaux 

Mrs. Evelyn Martin 

Ms. Doretha Brown 

Bishop Alfred Norris 

Mrs. Barbara Ferguson 

Rev. Leslie Norris 

Rev. Freddie Henderson 

Rev. Lucinda Warren 

Rev. Linda Joseph 

Ms. Rhonda Whitley 

If there are others who have also suffered a loss of loved ones and are not includ¬ 
ed here, please know that our prayers are with you also and that any omission is not 

from the heart. 



Access UMW news online at 
http://www.laumc.org/index.php 
?option=com_content& view=art 
icle&id= 123&ltemid=543 

You are invited to view pictures: 
Pictures - 2009 Annual Meeting- 
New Orleans 

2010 Officers- 
Executive Team 

2010 Reading Program 
Selections 

Standing Rules and Guidelines 

2010 UMW CONFERENCE 
GOALS 

Letter Writing Campaign 
EVENTS PARADE 


UMW NEWSLETTER 
PUBLICATION DEADLINE 

This newsletter insert is published four 
times a year in the La Now! Upcoming 
due dates for articles/news are as 
follow: 

January, 2010 Newsletter... 

Articles Due: December 4, 2009 
Send all information to: 

Lana P. Lathan 
131 Ogden Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-5013 
Phone: 225-383-4380 Fax: 225- 
346-3045 

E-Mail address: lathanl 31 ©bell- 
south. net 

(All UMW articles & news stories 
are welcome) 


Louisiana Conference UMW Calendar of Events 


November 21, 2009 Program, School of Christian Mission 
Committee Meetings 
Wesley Center, Woodworth 
December 4, 2009 Fund Raiser for 

The North Rampart Community Center 

St Luke’s UMC 

5875 Canal Blvd 

New Orleans, LA 70124 

Time-7:30-10:30 PM — Tickets: $10.00 

Featuring: Rev. Connie Saizon, Connie Saizon Productions 
Presenting Religious Comedy and an original One Woman play entitled 
“Meet the former Ms. Worldly” 
and 

Mr. Clark Knighten, Musical Presentation. 

Mr. Knighten is owner of Black Cat Productions, LLC and is 
Director of Liturgy and Music at St Joseph the Worker Catholic Church 


January 24, 2010 

February 5-6, 2010 
March 20, 2010 

April 29, 2010 
April 30-May 2 


United Methodist Women’s Sunday 
Celebrating Faith, Love, Hope and Joy 
Midyear Executive Committee Meeting 
Concurrent Finance, Membership & Nominations 
Committees 

Assembly Pre-Conference Mission Events 
Assembly 2010; 

St Louis, MO 

Faith* Hope* Love in Action 


Vice-president, from page 4 

work of faith and the labor of love, to tell 
our story loudly, and become proactive. 

Sarah Kreutziger, Conference Lay 
Leader, told us we could learn how to take 
our light into the world by attending the 
Rethink Evangelism meeting on November 
14 at the Riverfront Center in Alexandria. 


Rev. Tony Campola will be the speaker. 

The Alexandria District invited us to 
come to Natchitoches for our 2010 Annual 
Meeting on October 1-2. 

And don’t forget to make your plans 
now, to attend ASSEMBLY 2010 in St. 
Louis, MO on April 30-May 2. 

Let the CELEBRATION continue! 

Judy Willis, Conference Vice President 






















November 20, 2009 


Louisiana Conference NfJW! 


7 



Campolo, from page 1 

dents. The boys “whipped him and stung 
him with wet towels” in the school shower, 
and one day, five of them urinated on 
Roger as he lay traumatized in a fetal posi¬ 
tion. Soon after, Roger hung himself in his 
home. “If I was (acting like) a Christian, I 
would have stood up for Roger,” said 
Campolo. “The church is too full of people 
who are willing to be friends with God, but 
not with the people of God . . . Like Jesus, 
we must hang out with tax collectors, pros¬ 
titutes, (the rejected). We are followers of 
Jesus. We are called in evangelism to wit¬ 
ness and to do what Jesus would do in 
every situation.” 

Campolo shared one of his famous 
anecdotes, remembering an encounter with 
a homeless man. He shared that the posi¬ 
tive experience came not from his own 
“excellence of words,” but from the 
“power of the Holy Spirit.” Campolo insist¬ 
ed that Christians need to count on that 
spiritual power as we share the Gospel with 
others. 

Campolo gave a quick list of steps that 
Christians should take to prepare for effec¬ 
tive evangelism: confess our sins; know the 
Bible; be accountable to others; and focus 
on Christ, not on theology. 

“In first John, it says ‘He will forgive 
you,’” said Campolo. Upon confession of 
our sins, we are cleansed and creating a 
clean “vessel” for the Holy Spirit. 

By knowing the Bible, we are properly 
equipped with the words needed to share 
with seekers. “We are so busy that we don’t 
make time for Bible study . . . we’ve 
stopped memorizing Scripture, but it’s 
important to memorize. If you don’t mem¬ 
orize, you flunk the test,” said Campolo, 
who joked, “I’ve got my New Testament 
and I know how to use it.” 

He stressed the importance of belonging 
to a small group for accountability. “Get 
together regularly to pray and encourage 
one another. Study scripture; hold (each 
other) accountable to the mission you have 
been called to,” said Campolo, who said 
that he thinks that four is a good number 
for members of a small group. 

And finally, he advised that followers be 
wholly focused on Christ. “Too much effort 
is placed on getting others to agree with 
our theology. We need to focus on what 
Jesus called us to do . . feed the poor, visit 
the sick, clothe the naked.” 

Campolo advised that local churches 
should begin their focus on evangelism by 


visiting the people on the church rolls who 
are not attending, or who are inactive. 

“Let’s not start by visiting door to door in 
the neighborhood,” he said, adding that 
close to two thirds of most church mem¬ 
bers “hardly ever show up.” 

He also insisted that the act of “believ¬ 
ing,” alone, “doesn’t do it.” Quoting 
Scripture, Campolo reminded the audience 
that even “Satan believes, and trembles.” 
“You must commit your life to Jesus 
Christ.” 

He pointed out that many folks will say, 
“I don’t mind being Christian up to a point 
. . .Jesus calls us to go beyond that point; 
he calls us to go all they way.” He added 
that the popular hymn says “I surrender 
all,” not just 10 percent. 

Campolo believes that this process truly 
begins in the local church. “The church is a 
body of believers in which one experiences 
the fullness of God.” Although critics may 
say, “The church is full of hypocrites,” 
Christians must admit that the critics are 
right. “We’re all hypocrites, trying to grow 
in the grace of God. We’re the first to 
admit that we fall short.” 

“The Holy Spirit is experienced collec¬ 
tively, in the context of fellowship,” said 
Campolo. 

Before we can be successful with evan¬ 
gelism, we must first live out the Great 
Commandment, he added. Loving our 
neighbors as ourselves is the key. “(For 
Jesus) All the miracles were about showing 
love, not impressing others. . . Love drives 
you to share the Gospel,” said Campolo, 
who emphasized that Christians must 
exhibit joy, peace and patience. 

The label “evangelical” has negative 
connotations in today’s society, he added, 
stressing that often Christians “talk, talk, 
talk” without showing love. “If we pro¬ 
claim Jesus (and not theology) we have no 
problems.” 

At the end of Saturday’s program, 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson challenged 
every member of the audience to commit to 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
others. Each participant wrote themselves a 
letter that sets a goal for next year. They 
will open the letters four months from now. 

Rev. Matt Rawle announced that a 
Communications Team will send regular 
messages through Twitter, Facebook, the 
Rethink Evangelism website and email to 
encourage participants and other confer¬ 
ence members on their continuing journey 
with evangelism. 



More than 1,200 United Methodists from throughout the Louisiana Conference 
listened to keynote speaker Dr. Tony Campolo on Nov. 14 at the Alexandria 
Riverfront Center. Campolo challenged the audience to “rethink evangelism” at 
the day-long event. Participants sat in table groups during breakout sessions, 
top left, to discuss best practices on reaching out to seekers to share the mes¬ 
sage of Jesus Christ. The praise band from St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC, 
top right, entertained and “charged up” the audience during breaks. St. Timothy’s 
choir, led by Kenya Lawrence-Jackson, performed toward the end of the Rethink 
Evangelism event. Participants and others throughout the Louisiana Conference 
are encouraged to enjoy messages about evangelism that will be sent through¬ 
out the year through email, the Rethink Evangelism website, Twitter, Facebook 
and the Louisiana Now! 



Tgp G reasons to attend: 
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SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
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Saint Paul School of Theology is one seminary- 
with two locatlons-serving students in both 
Kansas City and Oklahoma City: 

Experience Saint Paul School of Theology for 
yourself! Ws/f us online to register for 
one of our Encounter Saint Paul events at 
either of our locations. 

Your calling. Your path. Your seminary. 


SAINT 


PAUL 
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The Well UMC - Tangipahoa Parish 


The Well, a new United Methodist Church in Tangipahoa Parish, will consecrate its 
first phase building on Sunday, Nov. 22. Bishop William Hutchinson will preach and con¬ 
secrate the building. Dr R. L. Bethley, New Orleans District Superintendent, will also par¬ 
ticipate in the celebration. 

The Well UMC launched weekly services as a new church start in October 2008. A 10- 
acre tract of land with frontage on Interstate 12 was purchased with assistance from the 
Baton Rouge District and the Louisiana Annual Conference. With the support of the New 
Orleans District and the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana, the building 
was financed. Ground was broken in April 2009. The Well is the 1000 Club call for 2009 
and 2010. The Well UMC is one of three new church starts for the conference. 

“This is a celebration of the connectional church working together to birth a unique 
congregation of the United Methodist Church. We want everyone who is able to come 
celebrate this new beginning with us.” said Dr. Jack O’Dell, pastor of the Well. For more 
information about The Well, please visit the website, www.thewellumc.com. 


Henning Memorial UMC - Sulphur 

A new bell tower for 
Henning Memorial 
United Methodist 
Church in Sulphur, La. 
was dedicated in May 
to commemorate the 
church’s 125th anniver¬ 
sary. The old bell tower 
suffered some struc¬ 
tural damage during 
Hurricane Rita. A time 
capsule was buried 
below the tower. 

Historical and current 
items, along with let¬ 
ters from the current 
pastors addressed to 
the church’s future 
pastors, fill the capsule 
which is scheduled to 
be opened in 50 years 
at the church's 175th 
anniversary. 

Senior Pastor Dr. Tim 
Neustifter, Associate 
Pastor Rev. Heather 
Leyland, and Lake 
Charles District 
Superintendent Rev. 

Stephen Spurlock led 
the services. 



Carruth honored by 
UM Higher 

Education Foundation 

Nancy Carruth, a 
member of David Haas 
Memorial UMC in 
Bunkie, was recently 
honored during a ban¬ 
quet hosted at 
Centenary College by 
the United Methodist 
Higher Education 
Foundation. 

Carruth has served 
for 20 years on the 
Foundation’s Board and was elected 
Trustee of the Year in 1998. 

She also serves as a Trustee for 
Centenary College, chairing its Academic 
Affairs Committee. Centenary presented 
her with an honorary doctorate in 1982, 
and she has served on the school’s board 
since 1984. 

Over 300 of Nancy’s friends and fellow 
workers attended the banquet, celebrating 
her years of work within the church. 
Proceeds from the event are being used to 
establish the Nancy M. Carruth Endowed 
Scholarship. 

Master of Ceremonies for the Sept. 17 
event was Dr. Will Andress, former direc¬ 
tor of the Centenary Choir. Featured speak¬ 
ers included Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson; Rev. Larry O’Dell, former 
pastor of David Haas Memorial UMC; 

Rev. Joe Hoover, current pastor; Dr. Ken 
Yamada with the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry; Rev. Kathi Austin 
Mable, chair of the Foundation; and Dr. 
Thomas Yow, president and CEO. 



Dr. Nancy M. 
Carruth 



Customized Year-End Giving Brochures 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

'‘Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


M embers of your church can 

celebrate the end of the year with 
a gift before December 31 and enjoy a 
charitable tax deduction and valuable tax 
savings on this year’s tax return. 

Order your customized ‘End of Year Gift 
Ideas’ brochure to learn about the variety 
of gift options that can provide donors 
income for life and help your church. 

• Tri-fold color brochures 

• Remind your members of the 
benefits of an end-of-year gift 

• $69 per 100 brochures + shipping 

Call us for a 
free sample brochure! 

(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

information @ umf.org 
www.umf.org 

































For the latest 
information regarding dis¬ 
aster recovery efforts, visit 
the La. Conference web 
site at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 

at (225) 346-5193 
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Christmas’ ads deliver 


‘Rethink Church this 

The United Methodist Church began its 
Advent television advertising campaign 
with a new Rethink Church commercial 
that emphasizes the importance of giving 
of one’s self at Christmas. 

“This Christmas, remember those who 
are shopping for hope, acceptance and 
love. Find out how you can give of your¬ 


self,” is the message that appears on-screen 
imposed against a poignant photo of a 
homeless woman with a shopping cart. 

The ad, which began airing on CNN 
Headline News Nov. 24 and continues 
through Dec. 27, directs viewers to 
www.10thousanddoors.org to learn more. 
Banner advertisements will also appear 


Christmas messages 

online on CNN’s home page. 

In addition to advertising, United 
Methodist Communications is offering 
resources for local churches to help in shar¬ 
ing messages to encourage their congrega¬ 
tions to Rethink Church over the holidays. 

See Christmas ads, page 6 


Disaster Response 



Linda Meyer, above, is pictured in Slidell, La. at the site where her home was destroyed in 2005 during Hurricane Katrina. 
Linda and her husband John lived in a FEMA trailer on the property until a tragic propane tank explosion that ripped through 
the trailer in April of 2006. Linda sustained injuries from the event, but John died several days later. Meyer is currently working 
with the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response Ministry in rebuilding her home. 


Katrina survivor helped by conference ministry 


When Linda Meyer lost her home dur¬ 
ing Hurricane Katrina, her struggle was 
just beginning. 

Several months after the hurricane, 
Linda and her husband John were able to 
obtain a FEMA trailer which they placed 
on their wooded property in Slidell, La. 
The trailer sat on the very spot where 
their updated mobile home stood prior to 
the 2005 storm. 

“We were nearly finished remodeling 
our home. My husband had a shop on our 


property which he used for his automo¬ 
tive customizing business. We lived a 
simple life, an easy life. John and I didn’t 
make a lot of money, but we were 
happy,” said Linda. 

Then on April 13, 2006, the unthink¬ 
able happened. In a tragic accident, the 
propane tank for their FEMA trailer 
exploded. Both John and Linda were 
inside the trailer. Linda survived the 
event, but John died as a result of his 
injuries. 


Still stunned by the accident, Linda 
went to live temporarily with relatives in 
Pearl River, La. Family members men¬ 
tioned her situation to a company that 
eventually donated a used trailer to 
Linda. 

“They gave me the trailer on 
Memorial Day of 2006. It took a few 
months to prepare it for living in, but I 
was determined to come back home. This 
was where John and I lived for 26 years. 

See Disaster response, page 8 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Angels in Las Vegas 


The Thanksgiving holiday was a 
beautiful one for our family. We were all 
together for four days in Reno, Nevada 
where our youngest son and his family 
live. We even got to watch a beautiful 
snowfall on Friday night and the moun¬ 
tains virtually glistened in the brilliant 
sunlight on Saturday morning. It was a 
“picture-perfect” Thanksgiving. 

Today (Sunday, November 29) we 
plunged headlong into Advent. The traf¬ 
fic on the Interstate was so heavy it made 
us late for worship, and when we entered 
the sanctuary the congregation was 
already immersed in singing “O Come, 

O Come, Emmanuel.” The first Advent 
candle had been set ablaze and the start 
of a new Christian year was apparent in 
everything that was happening. 

We heard a great interpretation of this 
mysterious, ever evolving season we call 
Advent. The pastor said it is an “in 
between” time; a sort of “twilight time” 
in which we have left yesterday behind 
and we are not quite in tomorrow when 
all things shall be of God. But this “in 
between” time, Advent, is today and it is 
that palpable time of yearning for all that 
can be and should be in the Kingdom of 
God, but that we don’t yet fully experi¬ 
ence. It’s the time in which our spirits 
have tasted enough of the vital presence 
of God that we know we want “more,” 
and yet we are surrounded with so much 
that is foreign to God’s kingdom that the 
“more” we desire is not easily swallowed 
into our being. 

On our way home from Reno we had 
a layover in Las Vegas, an airport we fre¬ 
quently are in on our way back and forth. 
As we walked the crowded corridors 
heading for our next gate, we heard two 
very familiar sounds. Christmas carols 
were being played on the PA system; a 
comforting sound for weary travelers. 
However, the reality of today’s world 
was experienced in the unceasing sounds 
of the slot machines that were competing 
for attention with even more gusto. “It 
Came Upon A Midnight Clear” could 
barely be heard above the musical notes 
of the “Wheel of Fortune” slots as they 
whirred and stirred the night air with 
false hopes of payoff and stability to 
those souls who were planted in front of 
them hoping for one BIG win before 
leaving “Lost Wages” that evening. 

What a contrast of hopes. What a battle 
of sounds to call us to “more!” 

It is clear to me what it was that came 
upon that midnight clear! It was indeed 
the gladsome greeting, “Peace on the 
earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all 
gracious King.” God-given “MORE” 
was being bom that night! The fullness 
of time had come! 

And yet our souls are still caught up 


in a real stmggle, as 
evidenced by my 
walk through the air¬ 
port, for what we 
want for our lives. 

It is this same con¬ 
flicting stmggle that 
has helped lead us 
into the economic 
meltdown we are 
experiencing in the 
world today. The 
desire for “more” took an ungodly tack 
and the false “more” won out. It was the 
infatuation with the “Wheel of Fortune” 
philosophy that caused us to roll the dice 
and spin the wheel in hopes that our for¬ 
tune would be on the other end. And all 
we have seen, with the exception of a 
few, is that long curved stick that scoops 
the dice off the table and bellows out 
once again, “Place your bets.” And we 
walk away empty handed. 

The question that plagues me is so old 
it is trite: “When will we learn?” We still 
find ourselves “beneath life’s cmshing 
load” and our “forms are bending low” 
and we are still in the last-ditch places, 
and creating last-ditch economics search¬ 
ing for “more.” But there is Good 
News! “Don’t overlook the obvious 
here, friends. With God, one day is as 
good as a thousand years, a thousand 
years as a day. God isn’t late with his 
promise as some measure lateness. He is 
restraining himself on account of you, 
holding back the End because he doesn’t 
want anyone lost. He’s giving everyone 
space and time to change.” (II Peter 3: 
8-9, “The Message”) 

I boarded the plane for New Orleans 
with a churning mind, trying to make 
sense of the parable I had just experi¬ 
enced. I believe Edmund H. Sears sorted 
it out for me some 160 years ago when 
he wrote, “Still through the cloven skies 
they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o’er 
all the weary world; above its sad and 
lowly plains, they bend on hovering 
wing, and ever o’er its Babel (Wheel of 
Fortune!) sounds the blessed angels 

sing.look now! for glad and golden 

hours come swiftly on the wing, O rest 
beside the weary road, and hear the 
angels sing!” 

May your journey through Advent 
this year cause you to stop and listen for 
those angels! They’re still singing, you 
know! I must have heard some of them 
in Las Vegas! 

In Advent hope, 

fell 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


November 23, 2009 

Dear Colleagues in Christ, 

Over the past two quadrennia the Council of Bishops has been working on updat¬ 
ing the document “In Defense of Creation.” You might recall that we had listening 
sessions throughout the Annual Conference just a few years ago in which we dis¬ 
cussed the concerns we have for our environment, our world, and our church. Those 
sessions happened throughout the connection. 

The results of those listening times has been coupled with intense theological 
reflection and a new document was presented and accepted at the recent Council of 
Bishops meeting held in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. The new Foundation 
Document is entitled “God’s Renewed Creation: Call to Hope and Action.” 

The Council of Bishops agreed that we would encourage our clergy and congre¬ 
gational leaders to either read aloud the Pastoral Letter that is attached to this new 
document in a worship service during the Advent Season, or have it printed and dis¬ 
tributed to the congregation. There also is a liturgical setting that can be used with 
the document that will make it more meaningful in a worship setting. 

You can access the documents at www.umc.org, or at www.hopeandaction.org. 

I encourage you to look at this new resource and at the Pastoral Letter and try and 
use it at some point during Advent in your worship settings. This is one way we can 
educate, encourage and engage our congregations in this vital understanding of our 
relationship to God’s creation. 

May each of you have a beautiful personal journey during this upcoming season, 
and may every church in the Louisiana Annual Conference be blessed by God’s 
redemptive spirit during this season of preparation for the coming of the Christ 
Child. 

In Christ’s love, 

fell 

William W. Hutchinson 


In Memoriam 
Rev. Connie M. Thomas 

11/24/09 

Connie was serving as pastor of Trinity and Union Chapel 
United Methodist Churches in Bunkie, La. 
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HOPE Ministries, an institution related to the Louisiana Conference, recently provided ingredients for holiday turkey meals to 100 families for Thanksgiving. The event, held Nov. 
23, will be reprised Dec. 21 for another 100 families with items needed for a Christmas ham dinner. Volunteers assisted with setup and distribution. 


HOPE Ministries assists homeless and needy of Baton Rouge with Thanksgiving food distribution 


HOPE Ministries, an institution related 
to the Louisiana Conference, recently pro¬ 
vided ingredients for holiday turkey meals 
to 100 families for Thanksgiving. The 
event, held Nov. 23, will be reprised Dec. 
21 for another 100 families with the food 
items needed to make a Christmas ham 
dinner. 

On Dec. 15, HOPE Ministries will also 
sponsor “The Christmas Place” toy distri¬ 
bution. The ministry plans to share the spir¬ 
it of Christmas by distributing toys to 280 
children from 107 families. 

“We have an opportunity each year dur¬ 
ing the holidays to help even more families 
served by HOPE Ministries. We’re gearing 
up now for Christmas. We utilize the same 
‘client choice’ method to distribute toys as 


we do to distribute food - clients can select 
gifts for their children by ‘shopping’ at The 
Christmas Place. Basically, our campus is 
transformed into a mini toy store. The more 
donations we receive, the more gift items 
we can purchase for our client families. 

And we’ll be receiving financial donations 
for our holiday programs right up until the 
end of the year,” said Renee Craft, execu¬ 
tive director. 

United Methodist HOPE Ministries was 
established in June 2003 by combining the 
former United Methodist Mission Center 
and Friends of Families. Prior to that, the 
Mission Center operated out of a former 
United Methodist Church located at 4643 
Winboume Ave. for 11 years. Friends of 
Families operated out of First United 


Methodist Church since its founding in 
1988. Now, all HOPE operations are 
housed at the Winboume Ave. facility in 
North Baton Rouge. The creation of HOPE 
Ministries presents the best of both pro¬ 
grams to clients in need by upgrading the 
former food pantry into a one-of-its-kind 
“Client Choice” pantry and by expanding 
the base of client families served by the 
Family Mentoring Program. This joint ven¬ 
ture also offers more on-site space with 
room to grow, combined budgets of two 
parent programs and an opportunity to 
serve in the heart of a poverty-stricken 
area. 

HOPE Ministries also offers “Getting 
Ahead in a Just Gettin’-by-World,” a dis¬ 
tinctive workshop series which helps fami¬ 


lies identify the underlying causes of 
poverty and provides an opportunity for the 
participants to design an action plan for 
escaping poverty. This program builds on 
the strengths of the individual participants 
and helps them identify resources within 
their family members so the entire family 
is working together to reach self-sufficien¬ 
cy. 

It’s not too late to volunteer for the toy 
distribution or the Christmas food distribu¬ 
tion, both in December. Call Program 
Manager Jeffrey Fairley at (225) 355-0702, 
ext. 33. 

To find out more about HOPE 
Ministries, visit www.hopebr.org 



Volunteers line up with shopping carts as they assist individuals during the HOPE 
Ministries ‘Client Choice’ Thanksgiving food distribution held Nov. 23. Recipients were 
able to walk through a line and choose those food items that they preferred for them¬ 
selves and their families. 


UMCOR responds to three emergencies 


The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) is responding to people 
affected in the Philippines, Samoa and 
Indonesia following three disasters. 
UMCOR’s top executive, Sam Dixon, says, 
“Our prayers are with the people who are 
hurting as a result of this devastation. 
UMCOR is committed to addressing their 
needs and especially reaching out to those 
who are most vulnerable.” 

United Methodists throughout the 
Louisiana Conference can donate to any of 
these relief efforts by making checks out to 
the “Louisiana Annual Conference,” mark¬ 
ing the memo area with the appropriate 
advance numbers (below), and putting the 
checks in the Sunday offering plate. Or 
mail checks to 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802. 

Philippines Typhoon 

UMCOR Philippines is working with its 
local partners including Action by 
Churches Together (ACT) and the National 
Council of Churches to provide relief to 
those affected by Typhoon Ketsana, also 
called Ondoy, in the Philippines. 

UMCOR Philippines is distributing 
emergency provisions including bottled 
water, blankets, canned fish and rice. 
Support for UMCOR’s relief work in the 
Philippines can be made through Advance 
#240235. 


Samoa Tsunamis 

Four powerful tsunamis generated by a 
huge undersea quake crashed into Samoa 
and American Samoa. UMCOR’s 
Domestic Disaster Response unit has been 
in touch with FEMA and with the 
California Pacific Annual Conference of 
which American Samoa is a member. More 
than 32,000 people are displaced and 147 
people are confirmed dead. 

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson reports that 
there are no United Methodist Churches in 
Samoa but that there are many Samoan 
pastors in Cal-Pac and other places in the 
US. To help people affected by the Samoa 
Tsunamis, support may be offered through 
UMCOR Advance #901670. 

Sumatra Earthquake 

A major earthquake struck West 
Sumatra on September 30, 2009 causing 
major damage to the provincial capital of 
Padang and Pariaman District. 

UMCOR established its field offices in 
Indonesia following the December 2004 
tsunami. Country operations are based in 
Medan with field offices in Banda Aceh 
and Bireuen. UMCOR is working closely 
with its partners in the area, including 
Church World Service to assess the needs 
and coordinate an appropriate response. 

To support the relief efforts, please give 
generously to UMCOR Advance #217400. 
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For Sibley UMC, Christianity is a ‘verb’ 



BY REV. MILTON GELTZ 

Pastor of Sibley United Methodist Church 

There is a belief at Sibley United 
Methodist Church—while the church build¬ 
ing is fixed and immovable, the church is 
not. 

A few years ago, a group of youth and 
adults from Sibley UMC participated in the 
Weekend of the Cross service project in 
Shreveport. After that weekend, one of the 
volunteers suggested that the church organ¬ 
ize the same kind of mission project “clos¬ 
er to home.” 

The church had an at-risk teen program 
that had been started a few months earlier 
which was languishing. With a few left 
over gallons of white paint, in less than 12 
hours over a two-day period, the group had 
two houses painted. The movement was 
started. 

The first Sibley UMC ramp build hap¬ 
pened under the tutelage of a ramp-build¬ 
ing team from North Highlands UMC in 
Shreveport. From its first build, Sibley 
UMC’s “Ramp Up” team has built 35 
wheel chair ramps in Webster, Bossier, 
Claiborne, Bienville and Lincoln Parishes. 
The ministry has sponsored two successful 
fundraisers and has been recognized in the 
community as an active force in revitaliza¬ 
tion. There is now a spin-off group spon¬ 
sored by First UMC in Minden with whom 
we share resources. This ministry not only 
provides a ministry of service for the com¬ 


munity beyond the church walls, but it pre¬ 
pares future generations for service. 

On a recent ramp build, the youth 
involved took a key role. The ramp had a 
few challenges to it that the adults had to 
figure out before the kids could get started. 
In addition, I found some of the kids 
inside talking to the homeowner and play¬ 
ing with her dogs. One of the youth came 
running out of the house, hands covered in 
lotion, saying, “Mr. Milton, is it ok if I 
massage and put lotion on the lady’s feet? 
Also, Britton and Alissa are trying to find a 
brush to do her hair.” Amber, Anna, Emily 
and Matt did most of the decking and 
guard rails. When I looked over my shoul¬ 
der and saw a 70-plus year old volunteer 
demonstrating the proper use of equipment 
to a 14-year-old girl, it nearly drove me to 
my knees in prayer. (I thought better of it 
with the risk of scattered screws and elec¬ 
tric cords.) 

Christianity an action word? You bet! 
Feeding and nourishing each others gifts in 
service? You bet. Showing Gods love in 
the world we inhabit. . . Priceless! 

By the way, we have never had to worry 
about money for any ramp, for any of the 
equipment, for any of the food (usually the 
ladies of the church feed us) or expenses. 
The biggest challenge is continuing to 
accept what God has lined up for us in 
faith and ministry. 


RETHINKCHURCH 
RETH CHURCH 



'homas UMC ‘fishes for souls’ 


During the month of September, mem¬ 
bers of Thomas United Methodist Church 
in Kenner were challenged to “go fishing 
for souls” as the church ramped up it evan¬ 
gelism efforts. 

Using Mark 1:17 as their inspiration, a 
team of 10 lay persons were joined by Rev. 
Erica Jenkins, pastor, as they made extra 
efforts to invite friends, neighbors and fam¬ 


ily to worship with Thomas UMC. 

Members of the team included Rev. 
Erica R. Jenkins, Anterice Thomas, Loretta 
Allen, Rosetta Williams, Willie Mae Ware, 
Catherine Marshall and Lois Langston, pic¬ 
tured above. Those not shown were Ella 
Williams, Cerelia Smith and Lawson 
Harvey. 



Faith Community UMC hosts meeting with local police 


Faith Community United Methodist 
Church in Youngsville recently held a com¬ 
munity action meeting with Captain 
Norbert Myers of the Lafayette police 
department and Deputy Blake Gallet of the 
Lafayette sheriff’s office. Approximately 
100 people from the church and communi¬ 
ty attended the standing room only event. 

The meeting was prompted by concerns 
of residents in the Holiday Gardens subdi¬ 
vision in the aftermath of a rash of criminal 
and nuisance activity regarding youth from 
an adjacent neighborhood. Faith UMC 
members Dennis Arabie and Mary Barron 
were discussing the problem after a Sunday 
service when Rev. Cory Sparks, pastor, 
overheard their conversation. From there, 
Faith Community’s local organizing com¬ 
mittee (LOC) was asked to seek ways to 
address the situation. 

Residents of the Holiday Gardens sub¬ 
division were contacted to find out about 
the criminal activities. A week after resi¬ 


dents were contacted, a house meeting was 
called at the home of Dennis and Donna 
Arabie and attended by approximately 15 
residents. They compared stories about 
youth loitering on private property, uninvit¬ 
ed trespassing in yards and garages with 
the homeowners present, destruction of pri¬ 
vate property, theft, vandalism and animal 
abuse. A research committee was formed 
and meetings held with the police and sher¬ 
iff’s departments. Both departments 
responded with increased police presence, 
but there were still concerns about respons¬ 
es and reporting that the community want¬ 
ed addressed. 

At the community action meeting, held 
at Faith Community UMC, residents of 
Holiday Gardens, Holiday Park, Aurora 
Park and Veaux Shen neighborhoods 
attended. Participants learned when to con¬ 
tact 911 and when to call the police non¬ 
emergency number. Authorities expained 

See Faith UMC, page 5 
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St. Andrew’s UMC ‘rethinks church’ for recent Open House event 


The youth of St. Andrew’s UMC in Baton Rouge distributed invitational door hangers for an Oct. 25 Open House sponsored by the church. An information fair, top right, special 
worship services and refreshments were enjoyed by guests, who also received gift bags and an invitation to join the congregation for future events. 


St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge hosted an Open House on 
Oct. 25. The event featured special worship 
services, a blue grass band, an information 
fair and refreshments. 

The church’s Evangelism Committee 
sponsored the event which was promoted 
through 1,100 invitational door hangers, 
500 printed invitations and ads in local 


newspapers. 

St. Andrew’s United Methodist Women 
circles prepared sandwich trays, fruit trays 
and punch. Gift bags for first time visitors 
included a 2010 calendar, car coasters, chip 
clips, church brochures and an invitation to 
join the congregation for upcoming events. 
Visitors enjoyed a lively video featuring the 
church and its ministries. A curriculum fair 


featured display tables representing the 
children, youth and adult Sunday School 
classes. Tables were decorated with books 
from past studies, flowers and balloons. 

Information tables featured the exten¬ 
sive mission work done by St. Andrew’s 
members and special bulletin boards were 
created for the church Narthex. 

Members of the church youth group 


hung the door hangers throughout the 
Shenandoah neighborhood and the printed 
invitations were distributed by the congre¬ 
gation to friends, family and neighbors. 

The Evangelism Committee was so 
pleased with the event that there are plans 
to reprise the Open House next fall. 


Blackwater UMC men’s retreat slated 


The United Methodist Men of 
Blackwater United Methodist Church in 
Baker will sponsor their third Annual 
Men’s Retreat Feb. 5-7 at Camp Istrouma. 

Participants will experience a great time 
of fellowship, food and football during this 
retreat, which culminates with a Super 
Bowl party. 

Guest speakers include Baton Rouge 
District Superintendent Rev. Ralph Ford, 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission Director 
Larry Norman, Rev. Freddie Henderson, 
Grant Schroeck and Camp Istrouma 


Director Garth Frenzel. 

The retreat ends at 2 p.m. on Sunday at 
which time participants may welcome 
spouses and friends to join them for a bar- 
beque and viewing of Super Bowl XLIV 
on a giant screen. 

All meals and lodging are provided in 
the registration cost of $110, due by Dec. 

31. Fliers and registration form can be 
received by e-mailing Amy Jacobs at 
amyj@blackwaterumc.org or John E. 
Dixon @ campingcamel@gmail.com 


St. Luke’s UMC hosted mission study 


Three members of St. Luke UMC’s 
United Methodist presented a mission 
study on Oct. 31. Lucille Square, Barbara 
Hall and Rose Larrieu presented the ses¬ 
sions based on information they learned 
during the UMW School of Christian 
Mission held in July. 

Lucille Square presented her interpreta¬ 
tion of Food and Faith. She explained the 
significance of food and of fasting and how 
it relates to faith. Barbara Hall presented 
Native American Survival, reviewing the 
number of tribes still in existence in 

Faith UMC, from page 4 
policy concerning responding and what 
action needs to be taken by citizens when 
the response is not appropriate. Discussion 
centered around developing a strategic plan 
to patrol and protect the affected neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Authorities also agreed to meet with the 


Louisiana. 

The third part of the study was The 
Sudan, presented by Rose Larrieu who is 
the church’s UMW president. Participants 
learned about the lifestyle of the women 
and children and the hardships they face 
obtaining food and water. The men and 
older boys have either been drafted or cap¬ 
tured for the war. Larrieu talked about the 
Lost Boys of Darfur. The session leaders 
encouraged prayer for all these areas of 
mission and for continued financial support 
to those suffering throughout the world. 

LOC of Faith Community UMC and the 
community at large within 60 days to get 
an update on progress made. At the conclu¬ 
sion of the meeting, a covenant was signed 
with the officers from both police depart¬ 
ments and the church and community 
agreeing to work together to create a safer 
environment for the neighborhood. 



A member of St. Andrew’s UMC’s youth group is shown placing a door hanger in the 
Shenandoah neighborhood. A blue grass band offered music for the day. 
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Global Young People’s Convocation slated for July 21-26 in Berlin 


NASHVILLE, Tenn., Nov. 13, 
2009/GBOD/ — The Global Young 
People’s Convocation and Legislative 
Assembly is July 21-26, 2010, but it’s 
already crunch time for one of the most 
important aspects of the event. 

The deadline for submission of legisla¬ 
tion for the gathering in Berlin is Dec. 31. 

“It’s one of the major reasons we’ll be 
gathering,” says Elizabeth-Ann Rowlison, 
coordinator of the event for Young People’s 
Ministries, a division of the General Board 
of Discipleship (GBOD), an agency of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Of course, the gathering will have much 
to offer, from speakers to programming 
making use of the cultural and historical 
backdrop that is Berlin. 

“We were drawn to Berlin because the 
city itself echoes our event theme of ‘One 
Church, One Lord, One World,’ ” says 
Rowlison, noting that the city - once divid¬ 
ed by ideology as well as a wall - now is 
among Europe’s most vibrant. 

But the legislation is a top priority 
when the young people gather. 

“The Legislative Assembly is one of 
the major aspects of the event that is man¬ 
dated by the Book of Discipline,” says 


Rowlison. 

This is the second such gathering, the 
first one took place in 2006 in South 
Africa. Legislation that is approved goes 
forward for consideration at the next 
General Conference. 

Registration now is open and delegates 
are beginning to register, which excites 
Rowlison. However, the proposed legisla¬ 
tion deadline is looming and she wants to 
make sure those who are interested have 
their voices heard. 

“It is a major focus of the event which 
was conceived as a way for young people 
to have their voices heard in the church 
through the legislative process,” says 
Rowlison. 

“It gives young people an essential way 
to participate in the church - to raise their 
concerns and to address those concerns as 
they are heard through the legislative 
process.” 

Gudelines for legislation and general 
information about the Convocation and 
how to support it through giving can be 
found at www.globalyoungpeople.org. 

“Any youth or young adult from 
throughout the world can submit legislation 
for consideration at the Convocation,” says 


Rowlison. 

While there’s no way to gauge the 
amount of legislation or the type of meas¬ 
ures that will be offered up for considera¬ 
tion, Rowlison expects that “a lot of it will 
have to do with social justice issues. 

“Young people tend to be particularly 
interested in human rights and justice 
issues, and in encouraging the church to 
engage on those issues,” says Rowlison. 

Once the legislation is submitted, it will 
be translated into five languages - English, 
German, French, Portuguese and Russian - 
to make sure all attending the Global gath¬ 
ering will be able to understand the propos¬ 
als. 

In the first such gathering in 
Johannesburg, during the New Year’s holi¬ 
day of 2006-07, 44 pieces of legislation 
were offered for consideration. 

Of those, 22 passed and moved forward 
to the General Conference. Four pieces 
failed and the others were referred to 
Young People’s Ministries and other agen¬ 
cies of the church for further research and 
formatting for the future. 

As is anticipated this time, the proposals 
offered by the young people in the first 
conference were strong on social issues, 

Christmas ads, from Page 1 

Now available online is a four-week 
series of lectionary-based sermon starters 
written specifically to equip pastors as they 
help congregants navigate the spiritual pit- 
falls of a hectic and emotionally challeng¬ 
ing time of year. The 2009 Advent series 
suggests rethinking themes of promises, 
salvation, repentance and servanthood. 

Each sermon starter features a preaching 
focus, a response, suggestions on multi- 
media resources, and ideas for using social 
media (Facebook, Twitter, texting and e- 
mail) to engage people before the presenta¬ 
tion of a sermon and to share messages and 
reflections after worship. Thought-provok¬ 
ing pre-sermon questions applying to 
weekly themes are included. If pastors 
choose, congregational responses to those 
questions can be used during the sermon to 
give real-life illustrations and attention to 
issues raised. Following worship, “tweets” 
that use quotes to summarize the sermon 
are encouraged so people can share the 
message of the Advent service with others. 
The resources also offer suggestions for 
post-sermon activities, which will allow 
worshipers to respond through action or 
contemplation. 

United Methodist Communications is 
also providing links to video stories related 
to each week’s Advent themes. Produced 

Portland to host 2016 

The Commission on the General 
Conference has announced that Portland, 
Ore. has been selected as the site for the 
2016 General Conference. The United 
Methodist Church’s top legislative body 
will meet at the Oregon Convention 
Center, the largest convention center in the 
Pacific Northwest, tentatively scheduled 
from May 10-20, 2016. 

The site of the General Conference has 
traditionally rotated among the church’s 


including building awareness of the Darfur 
tragedy, a statement on war and peace, var¬ 
ious environmental concerns and support of 
the Nothing But Nets campaign. 

Delegates also urged that youth and 
young adults have more opportunities for 
involvement throughout the church. 

Mike Ratliff, associate general secre¬ 
tary of the Division on Ministries with 
Young People, predicts that there will be as 
many as 500 people from throughout the 
United Methodist Church in Berlin for the 
five days. 

“It’s about developing leadership among 
young people, addressing their concern 
and passions and giving them a voice in 
the church,” says Rowlison, of the convo¬ 
cation and legislative assembly. 

“It’s part legislative process, part shar¬ 
ing of ideas and connecting young people 
to their peers from around the world and 
giving them a forum to discuss things that 
are of concern to young people around the 
world today.” 

But, she notes, a key to making sure it 
all works is for young people to get 
involved now, months before the event, by 
preparing the legislation they wish to sub¬ 
mit. 

by United Methodist Television, these 90- 
second clips can be used in everything 
from worship settings to small study 
groups. 

“These UMTV spots show how real - 
life United Methodists are living their faith 
across the world,” said the Rev. Larry 
Hollon, chief executive of United 
Methodist Communications. “We’re profil¬ 
ing real people trying to keep Christmas 
relevant and in their hearts year round.” 

In addition, the communications agency 
is offering other downloadable resources 
aimed at providing local churches with 
tools that enhance the worship experience, 
as well as promote living Christ’s message 
beyond worship and church walls, includ¬ 
ing the new 30-second television spot, wor¬ 
ship and bulletin graphics, customizable 
postcards, and newspaper, billboard and 
door-hanger graphics. 

“These resources have been insightfully 
produced to inspire United Methodists in 
reexamining the traditional expressions of 
Christmas and in thinking “out-of-the-gift- 
box” for ways they can live and express 
their faith both in and out of church,” said 
Hollon. 

All resources are free, downloadable 
and available at 

www.rethinkchurch. org/sermonstarters. 

For more information, call (877)281-6535 
or e-mail rethinkchurch@umcom.org. 

General Conference 

five geographic U.S. jurisdictions, with the 
2016 event to be held in the Western juris¬ 
diction. 

Europe and Asia will attend the gather¬ 
ing, which is expected to attract up to 
6,000 visitors. The economic impact of the 
event on the Portland area is roughly esti¬ 
mated to be about $7 million. 

Portland is a part of the Oregon-Idaho 
Annual Conference, which has more than 
32,000 members and 213 local churches. 


Centenary 

iju w 

Graduate 



Theological 

Studies 


UM: 20th Century-Present 

January 11-22, 2010 • Centenary College 
Mondays-Fridays • 8am-12pm 
Wednesdays • l:30pm-3:30pm 

Teaching for Biblical faith 

February 2- May 11, 2010 • Centenary College 
Tuesdays • 6:30-9:30pm 

Intro to Old Testament 

June 14-25, 2010 • Centenary College 
Monday s-Fridays • 8am-12:30pm 
Tuesdays & Thursdays • l:30pm-3:30pm 

UM: Wesley-19th Century 

June 28-July 9, 2010 • Centenary College 
Monday s-Fridays • 8am-12:30pm 
Wednesdays • l:30pm-3:30pm 


the 

Christian 

leadership 

center 


In cooperation with 
Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, 
CLC hosts basic 
graduate-level, distance 
learning theology 
courses that benefit 
those seeking 
ordination, certification, 
growth in ministry, 

& graduate level 
experience. 



For More Information: 318.869.5029 

centenary.edu/clc 
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Seeds of Light ministers to families with incarcerated loved ones. Ministry Director Dr. 
Pat Bates, left, invited pastors to tour the facility. Pictured, left to right, are Rev. Leon 
Boggs, Rev. R.B. Moore, Rev. Doug Cain and Bonnie Keener. The ministry is located 
in the old Southern Methodist Church facility in Homer. 


Sharing God’s love and a helping hand 


BYLYN SHEEHAN 

“Pray for me when I leave here, I don’t 
have any other place to go to. ” 

This poignant request resonates with 
members of the Prison Task Force. 

It is a fact that is echoed by countless men 
and women as they prepare to re-enter the 
world outside their places of incarceration. 
They leave prison with a bus ticket and 
$10. Many return to the same people and 
problems that helped put them in prison in 
the first place. The horrible truth is that the 
majority are stuck in a revolving door, a 
cycle that will find them back inside the 
very prisons they left. 

“The need is huge,” said Karen Stagg, 
recipient of the Sarah Schoeffler Award 
and Missions Director of First United 
Methodist in Baton Rouge as well as 
Director of Connections for Life. 

Connections for Life is a 12-month re¬ 
entry and transitional housing program for 
women and a ministry that receives support 
from First United Methodist Church of 
Baton Rouge. The non-profit is over nine 
years old and ministers to 13 women at any 
given time. The program provides each 
woman with housing, clothing, food, job 
placement assistance, financial manage¬ 
ment assistance, life skill training, assis¬ 
tance with family re-unification and access 
to medical and mental health care. Each 
woman contributes towards her expenses 
upon obtaining gainful employment and is 
required to begin a savings account, attend 
substance abuse meetings and volunteer in 
the program’s thrift store. The mission of 
the program is to empower the women to 
achieve economic self-sufficiency, physical 
well being and emotional and spiritual 
healing. 

“We help each woman learn to help her¬ 
self and to go from being dependent to 
independent,” said Stagg. 

To enter the program, women apply 
while in prison or prison chaplains make 
recommendations. “We first meet the 
woman while she is still incarcerated and if 
accepted into the program, she is picked up 
from the prison the day she is released,” 
Stagg said. The program’s small staff 
works closely with each person and builds 
relationships based on the needs of the 
individual. Stagg readily admits, “The 
women we serve have made mistakes, but 
they have learned from them. The program 


works to help the women who are ready to 
change and have a new life.” 

In north Louisiana, Seeds of Light is a 
welcome center for the families of offend¬ 
ers. It is housed in the old Southern 
Methodist Church facility in Homer and is 
directed by Deacon Bates. “The church is 
located centrally to all three facilities that 
house inmates in Claiborne Parish,” she 
said. “The ministry is designed to be a 
refuge and a safe haven for those who trav¬ 
el to Claiborne Parish to visit an incarcerat¬ 
ed loved one.” 

The ministry offers clothing, food and 
toys to those in need. It is open every 
Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Refreshments 
are served throughout the day and the 
clothes closet, food pantry and toy chest 
are open. A worship service is held from 3- 
4 p.m. with guest speakers from all walks 
of life and faith. 

“It is a place where broken-hearted par¬ 
ents, spouses, siblings and children can 
finally realize they are not alone,” Bates 
said. “Children and their families learn that 
they matter to God.” 

Leasing an unused building, the min¬ 
istry put much effort into repairs, painting 
and refurbishing the facility. A large rum¬ 
mage sale was held in October to promote 
public awareness of the ministry and to 
raise funds. Bates’ goal is sponsorship with 
no prisoner left behind. 

“Louisiana has the highest number of 
incarcerated per capita in the world,” she 
said. “There are more women incarcerated 
here than ever before.” 

“Churches could make a huge differ¬ 
ence and put faith into action. The timing is 
right,” Bates said. Ministry to prisoners fol¬ 
lows the Wesleyan principles of accounta¬ 
bility, individual worth and mutual support. 
“It works, but we have a huge mountain to 
climb.” 

The Prison Task Force has four areas of 
emphases including Kairos, Grace Camp, 
Prison Chapel Foundation and Re-entry. 
Kairos Inside and Kairos Outside reach the 
incarcerated and their spouses. Grace 
Camp ministers to prisoners’ children. The 
Prison Chapel Foundation gathers funds for 
building places of worship inside the pris¬ 
ons. Re-entry focuses on preparing and 
assisting with living life outside the walls. 
For more information, contact Dr. Pat 
Bates at (318) 523-9353. 
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March 12-14, 2010 
Friday, 5:00 p.m. until Sunday, Noon 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth 
Open to college-age and above 

$30 - Students $80 - Adults 

Connecting with our Call and Vocation 
Featuring 
Dr. Mark Fowler 

Vice President for Vocation in Ministry 
Associate Professor of Church Leadership 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
Evanston, IL 

Bishop William Hutchinson 

Louisiana Conference, UMC 

Bishop Hutchinson will preach during the service of Holy Communion. 

The Louisiana Conference offers this retreat for persons asking questions about a 
possible call into ministry. The Discerners Academy gives participants 
opportunities to experience what a seminary class might be like, as well as learn 
about our United Methodist seminaries. 

Registration: $30 for students and $80 for adults 

Register early online at 

www.la-umc.org > Spiritual Formation > The Discerners Academy 


For additional information, contact: 

Rev. Carole Cotton Winn Linda Gregg 

985.639.9531 or 225.346.1646, Ext. 224 

cottonwinn@bellsouth.net lindagregg@la-umc.org 



Saint Paul School of Theology is one seminary- 
with two locations-serving Students in both 
Kansas City and Oklahoma City. 

Experience Saint Paul School of Theology for 
you rself! Visit ns oniin e to register for 
one of our Encounter Saint Paul events at 
either of our locations. 

Your calling. Your path. Your seminary. 


Top 5 reasons to attend: 

J. ip^ll-Uil Crnwlli 
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SAINT [PAUL 

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
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Linda Meyer, shown second from left, lost her home during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Linda is standing on the site where the home was located. She is currently working with the 
Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response Ministry to rebuild on her property. She is pictured, top right, in front of a FEMA trailer that replaces the first trailer she and hus¬ 
band John were living in. John was killed when the propane tank in their first trailer exploded. Meyer is pictured with disaster response personnel Glenn Hawthorne, site manager; 
Susan Arnold, long-term volunteer; and Dale Kimball, special projects manager. 

Disaster response, from page 1 
It was comforting for me to be there,” said 
Linda. “Besides, you can’t run away from 
your memories.” 

During that year, and those following, 

Linda looked everywhere she could for 
help in rebuilding her home. 

“Unfortunately, at the time of Katrina, we 
had no insurance on our home,” she 
explained. 

Linda received promises of help from 
several organizations. When none of them 
materialized, she began to lose hope of 
ever having a permanent home on her 
property. “This place was our little para¬ 
dise. I knew that I had to get back here,” 
said Linda. 

One day, Linda’s mother-in-law noticed 
an ad for the Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response Ministry in the local 
paper. She made an appointment with Dale 
Kimball, special project manager, to dis¬ 
cuss her situation. 

“I remember going to church several 
days before the appointment. I was so 
down. I told God in my prayers that I just 
couldn’t handle it all anymore,” she said. 

Kimball recalls his first meeting with 
Linda. “When she came in, she just kept 
saying, Tf you can’t help me, please tell 
me up front.’ It was obvious that she had 
been disappointed many times,” he said. 

The organization is now working with 
Linda, and plans to build a new house by 
February of 2010. With the help of dona¬ 
tions and volunteer labor, the United 
Methodist disaster response ministry in 
Louisiana will be able to give Linda the 
home that she so badly needs and wants. 

“When I spoke to their group, it was such 
a different experience. There were no false 
promises. No ‘We can’t help you because 
we’re leaving town.’ The Methodists have 
been helping people from the very begin¬ 
ning (of the storm).” 


Tax-Smart Christmas Giving 


The IRA Rollover 

If you are over age 70 !4, the Federal 
government still permits you to give up 
to $100,000 from your IRA to charity 
without tax through December 31, 

2009. You may benefit from this law for 
tax-smart giving if you: 

• Do not itemize but still make gifts 
to your church 

• Are required to take an unneeded 
IRA distribution (RMD), or 

• Wish to make a special gift but your 
major assets are in your IRA 


4 UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- sfL i? umnna — 
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Charitable Gift Annuities 

A charitable gift annuity is a contract that pays 
you an income for life and then provides a 
permanent gift for your church. 

• Dependable income for life 

• Tax-free income 

• An immediate tax deduction 

• A legacy for your faith 



(225) 346-1535 ■ (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


Always consult your financial advisor before making any significant estate planning decisions. 


Call us to find out how you and your 
United Methodist Church can 
benefit from tax-smart giving! 











































For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 
at 

(225) 346-5193 
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World AIDS Day 



A somber crowd braved chilly winds in Baton Rouge, La. as they stood on the levee of the Mississippi River for a 
World AIDS Day memorial service. Organized by the Louisiana Annual Conference, the interfaith event was held on the 
afternoon of Dec. 6, five days after the nationally recognized date that focuses on this deadly pandemic. The confer¬ 
ence’s Global Health Initiative committee and the Interfaith Federation of Greater Baton Rouge worked together to put 
on the event. Bishop William W. Hutchinson is pictured, above center, at the Sunday afternoon service. 

Louisiana Conference hosts interfaith service 



Warren UMC / 4 



Thanksgiving / 6 



Reveille UMC / 7 



BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

A somber crowd braved chilly winds 
in Baton Rouge, La. as they stood on the 
levee of the Mississippi River for a 
World AIDS Day memorial service. 

Organized by the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, the interfaith event was held 
on the afternoon of Dec. 6, five days after 
the nationally recognized date that focus¬ 
es on this deadly pandemic. 

“We’ve heard the figures, numbers 
and statistics that track the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and its terrible human toll,” 
said Rev. Susie Thomas, associate pastor 
for First United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge. Rev. Thomas spoke during 
the memorial service saying, “Six thou¬ 
sand men, women and children will die 
today - Dec. 6, 2009 - of AIDS. But as 
an African proverb reads, ‘Statistics are 


numbers without tears.’ With HIV/AIDS, 
as with every disease, it is people who 
cry those tears - tears of physical and 
emotional pain, grief and loss.” 

Rabbi Thomas Gardner of Beth 
Shalom Synagogue in the city added, 
“This is a disease that crosses every bar¬ 
rier and affects everyone in our commu¬ 
nity no matter your religious background, 
your racial background, your sex or your 
age.” 

Jeff Stafford, a member of First UMC 
and organizer of the event, opened the 
event by saying, “There have been 25 
million people who have died from AIDS 
around the world. There are now 33.4 
people living with HIV according to the 
World Health Organization. We are del¬ 
uged with statistics, but do we see the 
human faces of these numbers? Do we 


see the fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, 
wives, husbands and children who strug¬ 
gle with this disease?” 

Stafford worked with the conference’s 
Global Health Initiative committee and 
the Interfaith Federation of Greater Baton 
Rouge in putting on the event. 

During her portion of the program, 
Rev. Thomas referenced the denomina¬ 
tion’s focus on global health and the 
elimination of HIV/AIDS and other dis¬ 
eases of poverty. “The United Methodist 
Church has spent over $8 million world¬ 
wide on HIV/AIDS prevention and treat¬ 
ment.” 

She told a story about “William” from 
Kenya who was “brought back from the 
edge of despair and death” by a doctor 

See World Aids Day, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Relief in Belief 


A dreaded day came into being for our 
nine year old granddaughter a couple of 
weeks ago. She had overheard other chil¬ 
dren at school talking about one of the 
Christmas mysteries that most children 
enjoy (and I still do!) and declaring it was¬ 
n’t true. When she heard what she thought 
she had heard, she sought them out and 
asked to know what they were talking 
about. It was then that they found it 
incredulous that she could possibly still be 
one of the believers and they introduced 
doubt and disbelief without any sense of 
caution or regret. 

So, when her mother came to pick her 
up that afternoon, she asked if what these 
non-believing children had told her was the 
truth. Being the wise mother, she called 
the father and said, “You will have to have 
a talk with Madison tonight.” Being the 
wise father, he tried to call me, and when I 
didn’t answer he tried to call Kay. Neither 
of us was available, so he was on his own 
to deliver “the talk.” It was later that night 
before we made contact and the dream had 
been “enlightened and explained”, but we 
still had a very disappointed and heart-bro¬ 
ken little girl on our hands. 

I think I took it as hard as anyone. I 
just remembered my own journey into that 
knowledge that destroyed for me one of the 
last remaining perfect mysteries I knew. 
From that moment on reality has always 
knocked on my door and disturbed the 
vision of a perfect and beautiful world 
filled with joyous, dedicated, determined, 
faithful and optimistic people who really 
believe there is a way to overcome the 
oppressive odds that confront us every day. 
Reality becomes a road of very hard 
knocks (read Cormac McCarthy’s The 
Road if you want to experience that philos¬ 
ophy in its fullest!) and there is no relief in 
the belief that there is at least one place 
where everyone is loved and happiness is 
spread unsparingly throughout your life as 
you depend on that magical character to 
hold you in his lap and love you, care 
about your deepest wants and needs, and 
deliver to you signs of that love at least 
once a year. 

Oh, I know that not everyone has been a 
believer. And many of those who want to 
believe often can’t because circumstances 
in their lives do not allow for the belief to 
be manifested in tangible blessings. But 
most of you to whom I write this little note 
have been among the privileged to have 
known and experienced this mystery in its 
fullest. 

But then, this disappointment is just a 
minor irritation compared to some of the 
others that blast their way through our pro¬ 
tective walls. The menace of war tom 
countries, the hunger that takes thousands 
of lives daily, the controllable diseases that 
ravage entire continents, the damage done 
to people because of their differences from 
the majority population of a region, the 
economic injustices that keep people in 
poverty, to name just a few. 

But there is one destruction of a treas¬ 
ured teaching and belief that is worse than 
any of the others. And that is when people 
are made to believe the Christian faith and 
the Christian church are filled with promis¬ 
es for living close to Christ and in accord 
with the will of God, and then that repre¬ 
sentation is shattered by the reality of the 
living out of that life through the institu¬ 


tional church that is 
less than perfect. 

How many have 
gone to one of our 
special 72 hour week¬ 
end experiences (and 
I have worked in 
dozens of them) and 
have come away 
completely convinced 
that this is the way of 
the faithful? The 
attendee has been 
loved, cared for, 
promised hope, given assurance that she/he 
is a beautiful child of God and invited into 
the institutional church with the affirmation 
that this is the way we live. And they 
come to the portals of their community 
church and expect to enter into that perfect¬ 
ed fellowship only to discover that that 
world of the retreat setting does not really 
exist in the day-to-day church. And their 
hearts are broken, their beliefs turned 
upside-down, and their desire for participa¬ 
tion wanes until they just don’t show up 
any more. It’s as if the children of God 
have talked in the comer of the playground 
and have said, “This is all a matter of mis¬ 
information, and we must go about our 
work of setting the record straight and 
helping people out of this ‘wonderland’ of 
belief.” 

But, then comes Christmas! It’s really 
not about the North Pole. It’s not about the 
gift exchange. It’s not even about family 
gatherings. Oh, that’s part of it alright! 

And a beautiful part it is! But Christmas is 
about the birth of one who entered the 
world as a helpless infant, and who grew to 
adulthood and said, “The wretched lives 
you live do not have to be the reality you 
endure. There is more and I am the one 
who has come to give that “more” to you! 
You CAN live in a kingdom that is free 
from sin and free from hate and free from 
hunger, poverty, hopelessness and helpless¬ 
ness. You CAN live in the Kingdom of 
God, for my coming inaugurates it and I 
make it yours!” 

Even Tim Tebow believes that is tme. 

In his tearful loss against Alabama’s 
Crimson Tide, his tears washed down over 
his eye-black in which was inscribed the 
words “John 16:33.” I looked it up as soon 
as I could. Here’s what it says: “I have 
said this to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.” 

Yes, Miss Maddie, the news of imper¬ 
fection is heartbreaking. The living in the 
midst of imperfection is even more daunt¬ 
ing and heart-rending. But, be of good 
cheer!! There is one who has overcome all 
of this and He tells us we do not have to 
live in the midst of imperfection and hate 
and hurt and perpetual disappointment. He 
has overcome all of that! And if we will 
live in Him, we will too! 


Merry Christmas!! I believe! 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Churches attend Austin event 


Revs. Anice Moses, Warren United 
Methodist Church in Lake Charles; 
Deborah Williams, Roberts UMC in 
Denham Springs; Marcus Gaut, Hope 
UMC in Monroe; and Clifton Conrad, Sr., 
St. Mark UMC in Opelousas attended the 
South Central Jurisidiction conference 
“Can We Talk: Signs of Transformation in 
the Life and Ministry of the African 
American Church” held Nov. 20-21 at St. 
Peter’s UMC in Austin, Tex. 

Also attending were lay persons Ron 
Gardner of Boynton UMC in Gretna and 
Kathleen Conrad of St. Mark UMC. 

Joint sessions for lay and clergy encour¬ 


aged participants to examine what it means 
to be the church, to focus on shared 
visions, to assess programming for its 
effectiveness and how to be more effective 
witnesses. 

The conference was established to 
empower, encourage and equip churches to 
move forward in the areas of making disci¬ 
ples, stewardship, worship and praise, and 
church development. 

The conference was sponsored by the 
South Central Jurisdiction College of 
Bishops, Mission Council and Black 
Methodist Church Renewal. 


UM Communications announces InfoServ change 


InfoServ, the official information serv¬ 
ice of The United Methodist Church, will 
become exclusively an e-mail and online 
information service effective April 1, 2010, 
At that time, telephone support services 
will be discontinued. 

InfoServ is a ministry of United 
Methodist Communications, which 
announced in August some program and 
staff reductions in response to a growing 
budget deficit and a restructuring plan. 

“In these challenging economic times, 
we must find ways to continue providing 
high-quality service in a more cost effec¬ 
tive manner,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon, 
chief executive of United Methodist 
Communications. “Telephone calls to 
InfoServ have been decreasing over the 


past couple of years as more people take 
advantage of the Web or use e-mail to 
request information. We’re committed to 
continuing to provide answers quickly and 
accurately, but technology allows us to do 
so more economically.” 

Customers will be able to submit ques¬ 
tions via e-mail at 

infoserv@umcom.org. Answers to the most 
frequently asked questions are also avail¬ 
able online at www.infoserv.umc.org. In 
addition, other customer-friendly options 
such as live chat and leaving a callback 
number will be explored during the transi¬ 
tion period. Depending on the demand, 
some limited hours for telephone availabil¬ 
ity may be offered after April 1. 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Lewis L. “Jake” Olmsted 

April 13, 1938-December 4, 2009 
http://obits.nola.com/obituaries/nola/obituary.as 
px?n=lewis-l-olmsted-jake&pid=136950307 


Louisiana Conference,^/!/ 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 















DECEMBER 18, 2009 


Louisiana ConferencaJi^C 


3 


Give ‘soul changing’ prayer a try during this season of Christmas 



Ten ways to improve your prayer life 


BY SUSAN HOGAN 

Moses went to a mountaintop to hear 
God. Jesus fled to the desert. 

But for many Christians, their most reg¬ 
ular place for praying is whatever pew they 
sit in on Sundays. Work, children, chores 
and other duties make stopping for prayer 
seem a luxury. 

In today’s culture, some even joke that 
that Charles Wesley’s quote “pray and 
never faint,” refers to passing out from an 
overloaded schedule. 

“We forget to intentionally make space 
for prayer,” said Betty Kay Hudson of First 
United Methodist Church in Lancaster, 

S.C. 

That’s not the way it’s supposed to be. 
Souls, like vines, tend to grow wild and 
weak when untended. 

No matter the season on the church cal¬ 
endar - Advent, Lent, Easter, Pentecost — 
or all of the times in between, prayer is the 
gasoline that fuels Christians. 

“Prayer is the catalyst,” says the Rev. 
Jeffrey Kersey, a United Methodist minis¬ 
ter in Lexington, S.C. 

Prayer, like tennis, takes practice to 
become accomplished. Spiritual guides and 
sages, pastors and other church members 
are filled with advice and counsel. 

Here’s some of that wisdom condensed 
into 10 tips about prayer: 

1. You are worthy. 

Do not feel guilty about the quality of 
your prayer life, or fall victim to doubts 
and despair about your worthiness to talk 
to God. Each of us has a spiritual gift. So 
remember John Wesley’s words: “In Christ 
we gain more than in Adam we lost.” 

The more you pray, the richer your 
prayers become. 

2. Prayer is active. 

Prayer involves action; namely being 
attentive to God’s voice in your life. 
Listening for God means stopping and sit¬ 
ting still. It means paying attention to what 
God may be saying to you at any point in 


your life. 

3. Prayer should not be an after¬ 
thought. 

Break away from your daily routine for 
quiet time in prayer. 

4. Surround yourself with people who 
are seasoned at praying. 

People who’ve established prayer rou¬ 
tines have much to teach those wanting to 
draw closer to God. Seek out those who 
can help guide and encourage your prayer 
life. 

5. God doesn’t require eloquence. 

Don’t worry if you fumble for words 
when you pray. God is not looking for 
Toastmaster’s graduates, but sincerity (not 
that you can’t have both at once). If the 
words won’t come, God still knows what’s 
in your heart. Lift up that desire. 

6. Prayer need not involve words. 

The great Christian saints all write of 

prayer as a time of sitting quietly with 
God. Jesus even went off for 40 days of 
prayerful solitude. Take a deep breath. 
Exhale. Follow the breath as it flows in and 
out of your body. Think of it as the spirit of 
God breathing life into you. 

7. Prayer is a time for conversation 
with a friend: God. 

Whether you see that friend routinely or 
just every once in awhile, know that when¬ 
ever you turn to God, you’re turning to 
someone who loves you. 

8. Ask God for help if you get stuck. 
Maybe you’ve hit a dry spell. There’s 

no shame in asking God to guide you to 
pray in a new way. 

9. The three Ls of prayer: Listen, listen, 
listen. 

Listening for God is central to prayer, 
according to the great saints. It’s so critical 
that St. Benedict began his famous Rule 
with this command for monks: “Listen 
with the ear of your heart.” 

10. And remember, prayer can happen 
anywhere — it doesn’t have to take 
place in a church. 


Five ways for helping 

School. Soccer practice. Household 
chores. Homework. Television. Video 
games. 

And those are just the activities on your 
child’s schedule. Add your own lifestyle, 
and finding time to pray as a family can be 
difficult. 

“With our busy families, so many times 
our lives are just hectic and chaotic, going 
this place and that,” said Betty Kay 
Hudson of First United Methodist Church 
in Lancaster, S.C. “We forget to intention¬ 
ally make space for prayer.” 

Yet no one is more important than a par¬ 
ent in cultivating the importance of prayer 
in children. Your example and guidance 
can send your child’s spirit soaring. 

How can parents help their children talk 
to God? With help from Hudson and oth¬ 
ers, here are five suggestions: 

1. Make prayer part of your daily life. 

Establishing a prayer routine will help 

your child develop a habit that can serve 
them for a lifetime. Parents often choose to 
pray with their children at meals or bed¬ 
time. But regular prayers also can take 
place in cars or gardens or playgrounds. Be 
flexible but consistent with whatever 
options you choose. 

2. Know your child. 

Does your daughter have an artistic, cre¬ 
ative personality? She may love singing 
her prayers or tactile experiences such as 
touching a bit of anointing oil to her hand 
or forehead in the morning, offering the 


your child talk to God 

day to God. Other children may be more 
open to contemplative or private prayer. 

3. Create rituals. 

The rituals can be as simple as praying 
for thanksgiving and safety each time the 
car is started, or praying when you see 
emergency sirens or people stopped in cars 
on a highway. Or it can be a special prayer 
or biblical verse or devotion passed down 
from generation to generation. 

4. Lift up the child’s voice 

Recite “God bless” with your child, 
then ask who or what they’d like God to 
bless. A child may say a teacher, but don’t 
flinch if the answer is “a pet turtle.” This 
exercise is used to teach children prayers of 
petition. 

To teach prayers of gratitude, recite 
“Thank you, God” together, then ask your 
child to name something. It could be a per¬ 
son, a favorite activity or even the sun. 

5. Help your child create a prayer list. 
Children’s prayer lists often include 

names of friends who are sick or important 
events in their lives. Keep the list posted in 
a prominent place, such as on the refrigera¬ 
tor. This will help to reinforce the signifi¬ 
cance of prayer. 

Lest we forget, there is one other guide¬ 
line that may be as important as all the rest: 
Pray for your children. 

“You know how to give good things to 
your children. How much more, then, will 
your father in heaven give good things to 
those who ask him? ” — Matthew 7:11. 
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Warren UMC in 

Warren United Methodist Church in 
Lake Charles is reaching out to the com¬ 
munity and to seekers as they “rethink 
church” and “rethink evangelism” through 
a series of events. 

Church members prepared and distrib¬ 
uted 150 bags filled with school supplies 
during a “Back to School Bash,” held Aug. 
22 on the church lawn. Area children 
enjoyed playing in an inflatable jumper and 
the church served lunch and cold drinks to 
visitors. 

One month later, the church’s Mission 
and Outreach Committee organized the dis¬ 
tribution of 40 hygiene bags that were pre¬ 
pared by church adults and youth. 

A special luncheon was provided by 
church member Melvin lies, Sr. in October 
in memory of his daughter, Linda Faye 
Reney. Linda was an active member of the 
church who died in 2008. An invitation 
was extended to the public to come and 
enjoy the meal, which was served follow- 


Lake Charles is 

ing the 11 a.m. service. 

On Oct. 31, the church hosted a 
“Hallelujah Night.” Members of the com¬ 
munity were invited to enjoy games and 
pizza. Children were given bags of treats. 

A community-wide health fair was held 
at the church on Nov. 21. Approximately 
30 venders participated in the event, which 
also featured a free clothing distribution. 

A team of 10 church members from 
Warren UMC traveled to Alexandria, La. 

Nov. 14 to attend the conference-sponsored 
“Rethink Evangelism” event featuring Dr. 
Tony Campolo as keynote speaker. 

Rev. Anice Moses, pastor, said that this 
intentional wave of outreach activities real¬ 
ly started in July with the church sponsored 
Vacation Bible School. “We were so excit¬ 
ed about the attendance, which was nearly 
400 children,” said Rev. Moses. “Warren 
UMC is on the move and ‘rethinking 
church’ in our community.” 


‘rethinking church’ year round 






Warren United Methodist Church in Lake Charles is reaching out to the communi 
ty and to seekers as they “rethink church” and “rethink evangelism” through a 
series of events. Starting top and going clockwise, visitors enjoyed a Back to 
School Bash with an outdoor gathering that featured inflatible jumpers for the 
kids. Nearly 400 attended Warren UMC’s Vacation Bible School. Members of all 
ages worked to prepare hygiene bags that were distributed in the community. A 
health fair held in November attracted alot of attention throughout the area. 
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Rev. Susie Thomas, associate pastor for First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, spoke during a recent World AIDS Day memorial service saying, “Six thou¬ 
sand men, women and children will die today - Dec. 6, 2009 - of AIDS. Jeff Stafford, a member of First UMC and organizer of the event, is pictured holding a rose dur¬ 
ing the service. Participants were given the roses to throw into the Mississippi River in memory of those who have died. Stafford opened the event by saying, “There 
have been 25 million people who have died from AIDS around the world. There are now 33.4 people living with HIV according to the World Health Organization.” 


World Aids Day, from page 1 

supported by the denomination through 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. 
“Now, William is encouraging others to get 
tested and to take advantage of the new 
antiretroviral medicines now available.” 

The crowd was called to action by Rev. 
Herman Kelly, pastor of Bethel A.M.E. 
Church, who prayed, “Increase our com¬ 
passion for those who are sick. Strengthen 
our voices as we demand responses to this 


pandemic, and education instead of inac¬ 
tion and apathy.” 

Rev. Thomas shared with the crowd that 
Baton Rouge ranks third among cities in 
the nation for new cases of HIV. “Crucial 
to preventing new HIV/AIDS cases is edu¬ 
cation. That means we have to talk about 
things and activities that we maybe would 
rather not, and that communities of faith 
will need to address issues of sexuality and 
health at a level where they have not been 
comfortable before.” 


At the end of the memorial service, 
members of the audience were given a red 
rose which they tossed in unison into the 
Mississippi River in remembrance of those 
who have died in the Baton Rouge area. 

The memorial service is the second 
HIV/AIDS interfaith event organized by 
the Louisiana Conference in the last six 
months. In August of 2008, a free 
HIV/AIDS testing program was held in 
churches throughout Baton Rouge. Pastors 
from area congregations were the first in 


line to get testing, setting the example for 
others to step forward. “It was important 
for pastors to show their willingness to be 
tested so that others may realize that fear or 
shame shouldn’t stand in the way of saving 
your life, or the lives of others,” said Rev. 
Derrick Hills, pastor of St. Mark UMC. 

The annual conference plans to repeat 
the testing program in June of 2010 at 
annual conference, to be held at Centenary 
College in Shreveport, La. 



A press conference promoting the memorial service was held on Dec. 3 at the area offices of the Louisiana Annual Conference, located in Baton Rouge. Addressing 
the media were, left to right, Margaret Johnson, chairperson for the conference Global Health Initiative committee; Rev. John Miller of St. James Episcopal Church in 
Baton Rouge; Rev. Clint Mitchell of University Presbyterian Church; and Rev. Don Cottrill, provost to the bishop and director of Connectional Minstries for the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. Jeff Stafford is shown, right, with others who threw red roses into the Mississippi River in memory of those who have died. 
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Local churches feed the needy 


St. Francisville UMC 

In a tradition that started back in 2004, 
the people of the St. Francisville United 
Methodist Church and friends from the 
community gathered on Thanksgiving 
morning to deliver dinner to 450 people in 
need around the parish. 

This year’s dinner included turkey, ham, 
dressing, gravy, sweet potatoes, peas, cran¬ 
berry sauce, rolls and home-made pumpkin 
bars. 

Approximately 75 people showed up to 
help put the dinners together, then sort and 
deliver them to those parish residents who 
had requested one of the Thanksgiving 
meals. In addition to the St. Francisville 
United Methodist Church members, Tunica 
United Methodist Church, the West 
Feliciana High School Naval Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Class and the 
Quad Area Community Action Agency all 
had workers helping with the meal assem¬ 
bly and distribution. 

Those in charge of this year’s program 
included the church’s Associate Minister 
for Programming, Rev. Tammy Aubushon, 
Missions work area chairperson Abby 
Temple and Jack and Laurie McCrocklin 
who co-chaired the actually Thanksgiving 
meal event this year. “It was a cool thing 
to have the community come together to 
do this,” said Aubushon, “I am so glad we 
could host this.” 

“I think we managed to get the meals to 
exactly those people who needed them the 
most,” added Laurie McCrocklin. There 
were some extra dinners after all those who 
had asked for dinners had been served but 
the group found other people in the parish 
who were in need but had not gotten a din¬ 
ner, so that all 450 dinners that were pre¬ 
pared went to people who needed them. 
There were no dinners left on the tables. 

“Each year I am amazed and 


inspired by the number of people that show 
up Thanksgiving morning ready to help in 
any way possible.” said Temple, “People of 
all ages gather with a smile and a purpose 
in order to make it a special day for every¬ 
one.” 

Pharr Chapel UMC 

More than 40 volunteers from Pharr 
Chapel UMC gathered on Nov. 21 to serve 
a Thanksgiving dinner to those in need 
within the Morgan City community. The 
meal served as the conclusion of a five- 
week series, “Truly Giving Thanks: A 
Season of Gratitude”. Throughout this 
series, the congregation looked at living 
out the traditional vows of membership, a 
life of prayer, presence, gifts and service 
through the lens of gratitude to God for all 
their blessings. In worship on Nov. 15, the 
congregation participated in a service of 
thanksgiving and recommitment, pledging 
to a life of truly giving thanks by complet¬ 
ing a commitment card affirming these 
vows. Pictured, right, are some of the vol¬ 
unteers just prior to the serving of the meal. 
Camphor Memorial UMC 

Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church served meals to members of the 
Scotlandville community on Thanksgiving 
Day from 10 a.m.-l p.m. 

Camphor had to make some logistical 
adjustments due to a fire on Nov. 19 that 
damaged the church sanctuary. Thanks to 
support from Hall Davis & Sons, Scotts 
Bluff and Winnfield funeral homes in the 
neighborhood, tents were set up on the 
parking lot and meals were served. 

Approximately 100 people were served 
meals. Back packs provided by a Camphor 
Memorial UMC family were given to those 
who were financially challenged. 

Gail McKay, local attorney and lay 
leader for the church, chaired the event. 






Clockwise from top, Joe Kelly is pictured at St. Francisville UMC preparing 
Thanksgiving meals for distribution throughout the community. The church pro¬ 
vided 450 meals to those in need. Members of Pharr Chapel UMC in Morgan City 
prepared and served a meal to those in need Nov. 21. Camphor Memorial UMC in 
Baton Rouge (Scotlandville) served 100 Thanksgiving meals despite the fact that 
their sanctuary was damaged by a recent fire. Members of St. Francisville UMC 
deliver the meals to local residents, left. 
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Reveille United Methodist Church ministers to people in need 



BY HOPE YOUNG 
MONROE NEWS-STAR 

The same words describe Reveille 
United Methodist Church and the Rev. 
Marcelle Crow — small and spirited. 

This little church on the outskirts of 
Monroe doesn’t have a big sanctuary or 
educational wing, gymnasium or cafeteria. 

But for the past 40 years on Nutland 
Road — and more than 80 years in the 
community — Reveille has taken on some 
of the biggest, toughest, ugliest problems in 
our society. 

“We pray for God to send us all the peo¬ 
ple no one else wants. We go out and 
search for those who need a personal rela¬ 
tionship with Him,” said Crow, who came 
to Reveille six years ago after two years at 
Union United Methodist Church in 
Richland Parish and before that, five years 
at Lea Joyner Memorial. 

With Monroe spreading north and West 
Monroe into west Ouachita Parish, it stands 
to reason that Reveille could do more, 
could grow, if it moved to a more populat¬ 
ed part of the parish. 

“We don’t want to move. We believe 
God planted this church here,” Crow said. 
“We chose to work with God, instead of 
working for ourselves.” 

Reveille’s ministries are the hard ones 
— prison Bible studies, recovery meetings, 
Grace Camp for children with parents in 
prison, Kairos ministry for men in federal 
prisons, Kairos Outside for women with 
family in prison. Then there’s Epiphany for 
youthful offenders. 

“Reveille reaches to those who have 
been incarcerated or (are) incarcerated now. 
We reach out to those who have addic¬ 
tions,” Crow said. “We are multi-racial, we 
have those with disabilities, we have a very 
poor church family, but God has always 
met our needs. We pray for people who 


will help us with the harvest. It is a place to 
serve God.” 

At 4 p.m. on Sundays, Reveille comes 
to Hope Street Ministries in Monroe, where 
the homeless, the addicts and the lost seem 
to land, unseen by the mainstream commu¬ 
nity. If you’ve never heard of Hope Street 
Ministries, that’s because it’s on DeSiard 
Street, under the overpass of Lea Joyner 
Memorial Expressway and is open mostly 
on Sundays. 

“We got involved because several of our 
church members had been homeless and 
drug addicts, and all the stuff that goes with 
it, so they went back to help brother Rick 
(Nolan) and brother Golden,” she said. 
“Well, some of us went to see what was 
happening. Hard to explain, but we got 
attached to the people, and we just loved 
them. 


“We are a small church and didn’t have 
the resources to cook, etc., but we made a 
commitment to supply the paper products 
for the mission. And, we take 10 dozen 
hard-boiled eggs for meals that Rick pro¬ 
vides, because he wants the people to have 
extra protein. We just help where we can.” 

When balmy fall gave way to the bitter 
winter last year, Reveille was under the 
overpass. 

“We saw the need for blankets, coats, 
gloves, hats, and we passed out these 
items,” she said. 

It’s on the streets, not in the pews, 
where Crow and people of Reveille 
demonstrate their faith. Without judgement 
or expectation, they help with the basics — 
food, clothes and compassion. It’s a com¬ 
mitment Crow said comes from a Higher 
Power. 


“We follow where God leads us. We lis¬ 
ten to His directions. And we don’t believe 
in failure. We believe if you don’t try, you 
have failed,” she said. 

Reveille is again preparing to provide 
winter clothes and blankets under the over¬ 
pass, and donations are gladly accepted. 
Crow can be reached at the church office, 
(318) 323-1804 or send her an e-mail to 
jkcrowsnest@aol.com. 

Recently, Reveille United Methodist 
Church celebrated 40 years on Nutland 
Road and 82 years since its original incep¬ 
tion in 1927 as a mission church of First 
United Methodist Church of Monroe. 

Reprinted with permission from the 
Monroe News-Star. 


Jonesboro, Hodge, Dodson and New Hope UMCs support Reveille UMC mission 


The congregations of Jonesboro-Hodge- 
Dodson and New Hope United Methodist 
Churches delivered a busload of clothing 
items to Reveille United Methodist Church 
in Monroe on Dec. 1. 

The gifts from the congregations of these 
four small congregations were collected 
after members read an article in the Monroe 
News-Star about a ministry sponsored by 
Reveille UMC that serves the homeless of 
the area and families of those incarcerated. 

Rev. Bob Burgess, Monroe District 
Superintendent, affectionately dubbed the 
gift givers as ‘Magi from the West.’ 

Rev. Bill Strawbridge, pastor for the four 
churches, contacted Rev. Marcelle Crow of 
Reveille UMC to find out what items were 
most needed by the ministry. Not surprising¬ 
ly, there were requests for coats, blankets, 
socks and gloves with the onslaught of the 
winter season. 

Over a four-week period, the congrega¬ 
tions collected 65 coats, 15 blankets, 62 
pairs of socks, 17 pairs of gloves, nine hats 
and several other items. The items were 
delivered to Reveille UMC using the 
Jonesboro UMC church bus. 

The members also were able to raise 


funds for the ministry, which were presented 
in the form of a check to Rev. Crow. 

Jonesboro Lay-leader David Thompson 
praised the congregation’s generosity. 
Although many of the members are older 
and unable to “build and hammer,” they do 
understand the value of connectional ties in 
the United Methodist Church. 

“As a congregation we do the things we 
are supposed to do, pay apportionments and 
insurance and such. But we don’t have a 
choir or a band, all we have is Jesus. These 
gifts help us feed the poor who are hungry 
all year, visit the prison, and join with others 
in ministry with the homeless,” said Rev. 
Crow. 

Another gift of money is being con¬ 
tributed by the Anna Gray Noe Sunday 
School Class from First UMC in Monroe. 

“I know of other gifted congregations 
generously supporting the outreach min¬ 
istries of smaller churches in the Monroe 
District this year. As for Reveille UMC, 
they’ve received ‘gold’ and ‘frankincense.’ 

It will be fun to watch for the arrival of 
‘myrrh,’” said Renee Evans, Monroe 
District Missioner and Conference 
Transformation Consultant. 



Revs. Marcelle Crow and Bill Strawbridge are shown with a busload of clothing 
that was collected for a homeless ministry sponsored by Reveille UMC in 
Monroe. The items were given by churches pastored by Rev. Strawbridge. 
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Local pastor helps ‘rethink’ the question: Why do people visit our churches? And why do they stay? 


BY REV. JOHN G. DESCHNER 
LORANGER UMC 
COOPER’S CHAPEL UMC 

My preacher ego was humbled when I 
first read the following facts, but the facts 
also taught me about evangelism. A 
researcher asked a group of church leaders 
why visitors were attracted to their church¬ 
es. He then asked new Christians in those 
churches what really attracted them 
enough to make their first visit. The dif¬ 
ference between what leaders thought was 
attracting visitors, verses what really 
attracted visitors, is interesting. 

Apparently the key to bringing first 
time visitors to a church is not in the hands 
of the preacher (nor the music leader, nor 
the youth leader). It is in the hands of the 
people in the pews. In this research, 15 
leaders from 15 diverse churches in the 
Portland, Oregon area were asked for the 
reasons people visited their churches. 

Then three new Christians from each of 
the churches were asked for the reasons 
they had first visited. 

In 71% of the cases, a personal invita¬ 
tion from someone already attending a 
church was the reason for a first time visit. 
Other studies have shown similar results. 
Personal invitations account for more first 
time visits than the next three top reasons 
combined. Personal invitations are the 
“Gold Standard” for this kind of evangel¬ 
ism. Nothing else comes close. 

In practical terms this means that if you 
want more first time visitors to your 
church, then the people already attending 
your church need to make more personal 
invitations. You will get more results from 
increasing personal invitations than from 
any other effort. 

Five other reasons for first time visits 
also stood out in the data, and could be 
combined with an effort to increase per¬ 
sonal invitations. They were: 

Visibility - a visible location, attractive 
exterior and grounds, and noticeable signs. 

Children/Youth Ministry - Parents are 
always looking for good activities for their 
kids, so having Children/Youth activities 
makes it easy for parents to invite parents, 
and kids to invite kids. 

Outreach Events - Having special 
events helps motivate people attending 
your church to make invitations, and gives 
something specific and attractive to invite 
visitors to attend. 

Spiritually Seeking - All people go 
through times when they need faith, hope, 
love, support, direction, community ... the 
very things that your church can give 
them. Your church can make resources 
available (brochures, booklets, Bibles) to 
help members reach out when they know 
someone who is spiritually seeking. 

Advertising/Media - Remember that 
advertising has a cumulative effect. Initial 
results are usually disappointing and don’t 
justify the expense, but results increase 
with repetition. Advertising does account 
for some first time visits, and may increase 
openness to personal invitations 

But, preachers and music leaders take 
heart. There is another important set of 
facts to consider. Getting people to visit 
for the first time is important, but getting 
them to return is just as important. This 


brings us to another question asked in the 
same research project, “Why did you 
stay?” The three new Christians from each 
of the 15 churches were asked why they 
kept coming back after their first visit. 

Their reasons for returning were quite dif¬ 
ferent from their reasons for first visiting. 

Here we see an interesting reversal. 

The three bottom reasons for first time vis¬ 
its (Preaching, Friendly/Caring 
Atmosphere, Public Worship) became top 
reasons for return visits. Two other top 
reasons for return visits, New Relationships 
and Small Group Involvement, show the 
continued attraction of personal connec¬ 
tions with other people attending the 
church. Last but not least, an Atmosphere 
of Excitement was the reason some people 
returned. Anticipation, or knowing what 
will happen the next week, and feeling 
excited about it, will definitely get some 
people to return (announcements, sermon 
series, news letter). 

The activities that encourage first time 
visits are different from the activities that 
encourage return visits. The people mainly 
responsible for bringing first time visitors 
(membership) are different from the people 
mainly responsible for encouraging return 
visits (leadership). So, it takes both. It 


takes a team effort for a church to grow. 

Lets step back and put this into the con¬ 
text of the Great Commission. “Church 
growth” is not the same thing as “evange¬ 
lism”, and evangelism is what the Great 
Commission calls us to. But I believe that 
church growth and evangelism are usually 
related. 

Evangelism is helping someone develop 
a saving relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ. There are many things that 
go into the development of that saving 
relationship: seed planting, community 
support, learning what is in the Bible, 
opportunity for ministry, and so much 
more. It can all be done outside of an 
organized church, but inside a church com¬ 
munity is the most natural place for it to 
come together. So, practically speaking, 
helping someone get started with a church 
is a natural way to do evangelism, and 
helping someone stay and grow in a church 
is also a natural way to do evangelism. 
Growing your church is a legitimate and 
fruitful way to carry out the Great 
Commission. Church growth is not the 
point, but it is a natural side effect. Church 
growth is a form of evangelism, and (I hate 
to admit it) church growth is usually a 
good indication of how much evangelism 


is being done by a church. 

Most Christians I’ve met really do want 
to reach out to people around them, and 
most churchgoers I’ve met really do want 
to help their churches grow. The question 
has always been “how”. After a few dis¬ 
couraging attempts, many churchgoers 
have quit trying, and left evangelism to the 
experts. It is very understandable, but for 
the sake of people and churches, it is very 
important not to let it continue. I believe 
that if members understood their role, and 
if leaders understood their role, that doable, 
productive evangelism efforts could be 
accomplished by any church. 

This article was written referencing the 
following information: Copyright 2002 by 
David Durey. A doctoral dissertation, 
Attracting and Assimilating the 
Unchurched in the 21st Century. For per¬ 
mission granted to reproduce copies for 
personal use, classroom or within one 
local church. Contact:via email at 
ddurey@intentionaldiscipleship.net or via 
telephone at 763-213-4814. 


The IRA Rollover Act 

Your last chance for this end-of-year giving idea 


NOW MAY BE YOUR LAST CHANCE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
of the IRA Rollover Act, currently scheduled to expire on 
December 31, 2009! 

If you are over age 70!4, the Federal 
government still permits you to transfer up to 
$100,000 from your IRA directly to charity 
tax-free. You may benefit from this law for 
tax-smart giving if you: 

• Do not itemize but still make gifts to your 
church 

• Are required to take an unneeded IRA 
distribution (RMD), or 

• Wish to make a special gift but your major 
assets are in your IRA 


Always consult your financial advisor before making any significant estate planning decisions. 


Call now to find out how you and your 

(225) 346-1535 ■ (800) 256-9317 United Methodist Church can benefit! 

www.umfgiving.org 
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